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PREFACE. 


1h  E repeated  and  indulgent  reception 
of  former  attempts  to  inveftigate  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  Children,  has  induced  the  author 
fucceffively  to  extend  his  original  plan. 
And  he  hopes  he  may  have  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded,  as  to  prefen t the  readers  of  this 
fifth  impreffion  with  an  ample  and  dif- 
tinct  account  of  them. 


Befides  fomething  new  in  the  form  of 
the  work,  it  contains  feveral  difeafes  never 
noticed  before,  as  well  as  further  im- 
provements in  the  arrangement  and  dc- 
fcription  of  others;  together  with  corn- 
pleat  Directions for  the  Management  of  the 
Nurfery , to  which  is  prefixed  a Differ- 
tation  on  the  nature  and  properties  of 
Human- milk,  the  refult  of  repeated  expe- 
riments; forming,  it  is  prefumed  a luita- 
ble  Introduction  to  that  part  of  the  work. 
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If  any  thing  at  all  Important  has  been 
overlooked,  it  has  arifen  as  well  from  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  fome  new  difeafe, 
as  from  a poffible  want  of  peculiar  op- 
portunities of  information,  which  the 
writings  or  practice  of  others  may,  in 
fome  infiances,  poffefs.  He  has  availed 
himfelf,  however,  of  every  advantage  he 
could  command ; and  is  indebted  to  one  or 
more  friends  for  fome  valuable  communi- 
cations, which  will  be  acknowledged  in 
their  place.  He  has  at  the  fame  time  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  all  unnecefiary  details 
and  ufelefs  diftindlions  of  difeafes,  as  well 
as  touching  upon  fubjects  foreign  from 
the  immediate  defign.  Should  the  reader 
apprehend  any  little  exceptions  in  this 
refpedt,  he  will  readily  perceive  the  in- 
ducement; and  although  the  accuracy  of 
fyftem  fhould  fomewhat  be  violated,  it  is 
prefumed,  it  has  only  given  way  to  mo- 
tives of  humanity  and  ufefulnefs. 

Perfectly  fenfible,  however,  of  nume- 
rous defedts,  the  writer  relies  again  upon 
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the  indulgence  of  the  public,  though  he 
hopes  that,  as  this  edition  will  be  found 
more  compleat,  it  may  be  proportionably 
worthy  of  a continuance  of  that  favourable 
reception  wherewith  the  former  ones  have 
been  fo  generally  honoured.  Particular 
acknowledgements,  indeed,  are  due  for 
the  approbation  of  the  faculty;  and  the 
like  candour,  it  is  hoped,  will  accept ‘the 
alterations  now  firft  attempted  to  render 
the  work  appropriate  to  medical  readers. 

For  the  (file  in  general,  indeed  the  au- 
thor pretends  to  have  but  little  to  offer. 
Had  he  had  more  leifure,  poflibly  it  might 

have  been  lefs  incorrect;  though  it  is 

* 

hoped,  that  many  of  the  greater  imper- 
fections which  appeared  In  former  edi- 
tions are  here  done  away. 

Prompted  by  a laudable  ambition  of  be- 
ing ufeful  in  his  generation,  and  leaving 
behind  him  fomething  beneficial  to  pof- 
terity  in  the  only  way  he  could  attempt  it, 
he  is  perluaded  the  benefit  will  not  termi- 
nate here ; but  that  others  will  be  excited 
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to  perfect  this  long  negledted,  but  moft 
important  branch  of  the  profeffion.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  univerlally  lamented, 
that  in  no  age  has  the  ftudy  of  the  dis- 
orders of  children  kept  pace  with  the 
advancement  of  fcience : nor  have  the 
improvements  in  the  practice  of  phyfic 
in  the  prelent  century,  produced  as  full 
and  accurate  accounts  of  them,  as  of  the 
difeafes  of  adults.  Indeed,  till  of  later 
years  little  more  has  been  attempted  than 
getting  rid  of  the  wild  prejudices,  and 
anile  prefcriptions  of  the  old  writers, 
which  had  ferved  only  to  obfcure  the  true 
nature  of  children’s  difeafes.  In  this  at- 
tempt however,  and  particularly  in  me- 
liorating the  practice,  fome  of  the  belt  of 
the  more  modern  writers  have  run  into  a 
contrary  extreme,  in  not  a few  inflances. 

A very  principal  caufe  of  the  above- 
mentioned  neglecf  has  arifen  from  an 
ancient  idea,  for  a long  time  too  generally 
entertained,  that,  as  medical  people  can 
have  but  a very  imperfedf  knowledge  of 
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the  complaints  of  infants,  from  the  inabi- 
lity of  children  to  give  any  account  of 
them,  it  is  fafer  to  truft  the  management 
of  them  to  old  women  and  nurfes;  who 
at  lead:  are  not  likely  to  do  mifchief  by 
violent  remedies,  though  they  may  fome- 
times  make  ufe  of  improper  and  inade- 
quate ones. 

Futile  as  fucli  objections  moft  cer- 
tainly are,  they  have,  neverthelefs,  had 
confiderable  influence,  and  for  a long 
time  retarded  a methodical  inveftigation 

of  infantile  diforders.  This  defedt  has 

* 

been  noticed  by  fucceffive  writers,  and 
particularly  in  a treatife  written  above 
thirty  years  fince,  by  Dr.  Armstrong. 
It  is  aptly  remarked  by  this  writer,  that 
the  fame  difficulty  occurs  in  a variety  of 
the  moft  dangerous  complaints  of  adults 
at  every  period  of  life,  which  confeffedly 

i 

require  the  greateft  affiltance;  fuch  are 
attacks  of  phrenzy,  delirium,  and  fome 
kinds  of  convulfions:  to  which  may  be 
added,  all  the  diforders  of  idiots  and 
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lunatics.  But  thefe  have  been  fuccefsfully 
treated  in  every  age,  not  excepting  even 
lunacy  itfelf,  and  the  melancholy  fubject 
happily  reftored  to  fociety,  his  family, 
and  himfelf. 

It  has  likewife  been  obferved,  that  if 
infants  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned 
are  to  be  excluded  the  benefit  of  a phy- 
fician’s  advice,  it  is  difficult  to  fay  at  what 
age  children  may  fafely  be  entrufled  to 
his  care;  fince  at  the  age  of  five  or  fix 
years,  they  would  frequently  miflead  the 
Inquirer,  who  fliould  truft  to  their  own 
account  of  their  complaints.  Their  ideas 
of  things  are  too  indiftinct  to  afford  us 
fufficient  information,  and  they  accord- 
ingly often  call  ficknefs  at  the  flomach, 
pain,  and  pain,  ficknefs;  they  will  fre- 
quently make  no  reply  to  general  quefl- 
ions,  and  when  they  are  afked  more  par- 
ticularly whether  they  have  any  pain  in 
one  or  another  part  of  the  body,  they 
almoft  conftantlv  anfwer  in  the  affir- 

a/ 
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mative;  though  it  afterwards  frequently 
turns  out  they  \\  ere  miftaken. 

To  thk  idea  I will  venture  to  add,  that 
although  infants  can  give  no  account  of 
their  complaints  in  the  manner  we  receive 
information  from  adults,  their  difeafes  are 
ail  plainly  and  fufficiently  marked  by  the 
countenance,  the  age,  the  manifeft  lymp- 
toms,  and  the  faithful  account  given  by 
the  parent,  or  an  intelligent  nurfe.  This 
I am  fo  conlident  of,  that  I never  feel 
more  at  my  eafe,  in  prefcribing  for  any 
diforders  than  thofe  of  infants,  and  never 
fucceed  with  more  uniformitv,  or  more 
. agreeably  to  the  opinion  I may  have 
adopted  of  the  feat  and  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Every  diftemper  may  be  faid,  in 
fornc  fenfe,  to  have  a language  of  its  own, 
and  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  a phyfician  to  be 
acquainted  with  it;  nor  do  thofe  of  chil- 
dren fpeak  lefs  intelligibly  than  thofe  of 
adults.* — Limited  as  is  human  knowledge 

* In  neither  of  thefe  fentiments  do  I Hand  alone;  Har- 
ris, of  whofe  work- Sydenham  is  thought  to  have  fpoken 
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in  every  department,  there  are  yet  certain 
principles  and  great  outlines,  as  well  in 
phyfic  as  in  other  (ciences,  with  which 
men  of  experience  are  acquainted,  that 
will  generally  lead  them  fafely  between 
the  dangerous  extremes  of  doing  too  lit- 
tle, or  too  much;  and  will  carry  them 
fuccefsfully,  where  perfons  who  want 
thofe  advantages  cannot  venture  to  fol- 
low  them.* — How  far  however,  this  and 
other  affertions  of  the  author,  are  made 
out  in  the  fubfequent  tract,  the  writer 
muff  fubmit  to  the  judgment  and  candour 
of  the  public. 

fo  highly,  has  faid  the  fame  things — “ Incerta;  verb  diag- 
“ nofes  (quce  mujtum  obti -urn)  querela  non  tam  a fyrnpto- 

matum  defectu,  quam  a praepoftera  ac  inepta  medendi 
“ ratione  ortu'm  fuum  duxiiTe  videtur.”  (page  8.)  And  at 
page  3. — Etenim  afi'erere  non  verebor  morbos  illius  aitatis 
“ genere  paucilTnnos  effe,  et  grade  tantummodo  d’.ffere; 
“ i iv. 6 curationem  puerorum  mul:6  tutiorem  ac  faciliorem, 
“ quam  virorum  ac  mulierum.”  De  Mark.  Infant. 

* Neque  fcire  qu  <moclo  morbos  curare  congenial , qui  uvde 
hi  ftnt  ivnoret — Pcrtind  ad  rem  omnium  proprieties  ncjje , 
Cei.sus. 
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TREATISE, 

&c.  CSV.  £sV. 


THE  following  account  of  the  difeafes  of 
children,  which  now  makes  its  appearance 
in  a fomewhat  new  form,  and  lefs  exceptionable 
to  profeffionable  men,  it  is  hoped  may  place 
this  branch  of  medicine  upon  a refpectable  foot- 
ing, and  exhibit  a practice  as  founded  and  rati- 
onal as  in  any  other.  That  no  fucli  ferious  at- 
tempt has  hitherto  been  made,  is  fufficiently 
acknowledged  j although  detached  parts,  and 
fome  of  the  more  important  difeafes  of  child- 
hood, have  been  ably  confidered,  at  different 
periods. 

For  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  now 
executed,  the  author  can  only  fay,  that  in  addi- 
tion to  a long  experience,  he  has  carefully  con- 
fulted  the  moft  refpedtable  authorities,  as  well 
ancient  as  modern ; while  by  a clofe  attention 
to  fadts,  he  has  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  ef- 
VOL.  I.  B 
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fefts  of  that  peculiar  veil*  which  is  faid  to  ob- 
fcure  infantile  dilorders.  A pradtical  arrange- 
ment of  them  has  been  ftudied,  comprehend- 
ing likewife  the  natural  confecution  of  parts, 
and  the  order  of  time  in  which  the  complaints 
feverally  appear ; that  fome  conformity  may  be 
every  where,  obferved.  Regard  has  alfo  been 
had  to  their  refpeftive  caufes  and  fymptoms, 
tending  to  elucidate  their  nature,  and  render 
their  treatment  more  obvious  than  has  been 
generally  imagined. 

To  their  immediate  Difeafes,  is  added  an 
attention  to  fome  of  the  principal  Accidents 
and  little  Injuries  to  which  the  earlier  periods  of 
childhood  are  peculiarly  liable ; and  though 
fuch  articles  may,  indeed,  be  very  unimportant 
to  fome  readers,  it  is  prefumed  they  will  have 

•r 

their  ufe,  and  may,  poflibly,  prove  no  fmall 
fatisfa£tion  to  others.  And  here  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  obferve,  that  whatever  merit 
the  publications  of  others  may  pofTefs,  it  may, 

* There  is  nothing  to  which  this  peculiar  ohfeurity  may- 
be referred,  but  the  incapacity  of  infants  to  deferibe  their 
own  feelings.  There  are,  neverthelefs,  other  fources  of  in- 
formation, lefs  fallacious  fometimes  than  the  more  literal 
deferiptions  of  adults,  which  in  nervous  complaints  particu- 
larly, would  tend  to  perplex  the  ableft  phyfician  if  he  Ihould 
always  be  led  by  them  ; and  the  like  neceflary  diferimination 
will  ferve  him  equally  well  in  the  treatment  of  infants. 
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neverthelefs,  with  great  propriety  be  remarked, 
that  they  either  lorm  a part  of  fome  large  fyf- 
tematic  work,  or  elfe,  they  are  far  too  concife, 
and  have  omitted  complaints  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  be  over-looked,  as  well  as  been 
neceffarily  lilent  on  many,  with  which  the  au- 
thors themfelves  were  unacquainted. 

The  judicious  treatment  of  infantile  difor- 
ders  demands,  indeed,  equal  attention  and  ex- 
perience ; clofe  and  repeated  obfervation  being 
the  great  mean  of  fupplying  the  want  of  that 
kind  of  affiftance  which  the  perfonal  informa- 
tion of  adult  patients  frequently  affords.  The 
diforders  of  childhood,  however,  are  no-wife 
myflerious,  nor  would  ever  have  been  thought 
fo,  if  they  had  always  been  fubmitted  to  proper 
hands,  and  been  as  carefully  inveftigated  as  the 
difeafes  of  adults.  Nor  is  it  otherwife  with  the 
difeafes  of  the  earlieft  infancy,  of  which  (as 
a further  balance  to  the  want  of  oral  infor- 
mation,) it  may  be  fafely  afferted,  that  as  they 
are  more  obvious  than  they  are  generally  fup- 
pofed,  fo  is  their  number  comparatively  fmall, 
their  caufe  uniform,  and  the  treatment  of  moft 
of  themfimple  and  certain.*  This  is  efpecially 

* Facillime  inquam  in  morbos  dilabuntur  infantes,  et  nift 
aut  ferius  aut  imperitius  tra&entur,  facillime  in  fanitatem 
reftituuntur.  Harris,  de.  morbis  atts  infantum , 
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true  of  the  diforders  of  this  period,  though  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  objected,  that  their  various 
difeafes  cannot  all  originate  from  one,  and  the 
fame  caufe ; nor  is  it  my  intention  to  affert  it, 
though  it  may  be  fafely  advanced  in  regard  to  a 
great  number  of  them.  It  is  to  be  remarked 
likewife,  that  it  is  precifely  the  complaints  of 
early  infancy  that  are  here  fpoken  of ; though 
it  is,  neverthelefs,  very  evident  that  there  is  a 
greater  uniformity  alfo  in  the  caufes  of  the  feve- 
ral  diforders  even  of  older  children  than  there 
is  in  thofe  of  adults,  which  have  very  often 
various,  and  difiimilar  remote  caufes,  at  different 
times,  and  in  different  habits : E . G . obflrufted 
catamenia , afcites , CsV. 

For  the  proof  of  thefe  affertions,  as  well  as 
in  order  to  eftablifh  a rational  practice,  I fhall 
firfl  confider  diftindly  the  Caufes  and  Diagnof- 
tics  of  their  complaints,  before  I attempt  to 
enter  upon  their  cure. 

And  here  I fhall  not  attend  to  their  various 
remote  caufes,  but  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  a 
pradical  confideration  of  the  fubjed,  and  point 
out  their  obvious  occafions  and  fymptoms.  And 
on  this  account,  I fhall  not  take  notice  of  all  the 
changes  which  nature  herfelf  induces  during  the 
growth  of  infants,  as  they  pafs  from  one  flage 
of  life  to  another ; which  are,  doubtlefs,  remote 
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caufes  of  fome  of  their  complaints.  A more 
minute  attention,  indeed,  would  lead  only  to 
diffufe  and  uncertain  theories,  which  have  been 
eftabliflied  in  one  age,  only  to  be  rejedted  in  the 
next.  In  this  country,*  at  lead,  fu,ch  vague 
theories  are  now  defervedly  laid  afide,  though  an 
era,  perhaps,  better  calculated  for  their  invedi- 
gation,  than  thofe  wherein  fuch  fubjedts  were 
agitated  with  a zeal  proportionate  to  the  writers 
comparative  ignorance  of  anatomy,  and  thofe 
principles  of  the  animal  economy,  which  can 
only  be  edablifhed  by  aclofe  obfervance  of  fadts. 

A principal  Cause,  mentioned  both  by  an- 
cient and  modern  writers,  is  the  great  moidure 
and  laxity  of  infants;  which  is  neceffary,  how- 
ever, in  order  to  the  extenfion  of  parts,  and 
the  rapid  growth  of  young  children.  This 
laxity  arifes  from  the  vad  glandular  fecretion, 
their  glands  in  general  being  much  larger  in  pro- 
portion, than  thofe  of  adults.  I might  inllance 
in  the  thymus  gland,  and  particularly  in  the 
pancreas  and  liver.  But  befides  thefe,  there  are 

* It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  this  is  not  yet  more  univer- 
sity the  cafe  elfewhere,  even  amongft  men  of  letters,  as  ap- 
pears from  an  anonymou  latin  work,  on  the  difeafes  of  chil- 
dren, publifhed  at  Amfterdam  in  1760,  replete  with  obfolete 
theories,  and  remote  caufes  of  difeafes,  but  pollefled  of  lefs 
practical  matter  than  one  Ihouldhave  thought  any  work  of  fo 
late  a date  mull  contain. 
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innumerable  glands  fituate  within  the  mouth, 
oefophagus,  ftomach  and  bowels,  which  are  con- 
tinually pouring  out  their  contents  into  the  firft 
paffages.  This  is,  doubtlefs,  a wife  provifion 
of  nature,  and  I cannot,  therefore,  think  with 
Dr.  Armstrong,  that  the  gaftric  juice  renders 
the  chyle  lefs  fit  for  abforption,  for  without  a 
due  proportion  of  it,  no  good  chyle  can  be 
made  ; but  as  we  do  not  ftridtly  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  nature  in  the  management  of  children, 
as  to  their  food,  manner  of 'clothing,  fleeping, 
&c.  this  abundance  of  flimy  matter  may  often 
over-load  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  the  conftant 
feat  of  the  firft  complaints  in  the  infant  ftate.* 
A fecond  caufe  arifes  from  the  great  irritability  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  and  the  delicacy  of  the  muf- 
cular  fibres,  whereby  the  ferous  juices  do  not 
readily  enough  return,  but  remain  longer  than 
is  confident  with  a free  circulation  through  the 
extreme  parts.  The  quality  of  the  milk,  or 
other  food  with  which  infants  are  nourifhed, 
may  be  accounted  a third.  In  addition  to  thefe 
general  caufes,  may  be  reckoned  the  want  of  ex- 

* Non  quod  aetas  per  fe  fit  caufa  ullius  morbi,  eft  enim  res 
naturalis  et  temporis  determinatio,  fed  quia  difponitad  mor- 
bos  quofdam  facilius  fufeipiendos,  fi  caufae  eorum  acceflerint. 
Primeros  : de  Morb.  Infant . 
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ercife,*  which  at  a more  advanced  age,  happily 
for  us,  we  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of,  and 
which,  art,  in  general,  does  not  duly  lupply  in 
regard  to  infants.-}* 

Hence  arife  acidities  in  the  firfl-palfages,  a 
con  flan  t attendant  upon  all  their  early  com- 
plaints^ Among  the  firft  of  which,  has  been 

* Exercife  is  the  grand  mean  of  health. — The  irrational 
fpecies  are  capable  of  affording  it  to  themfelves  almoll  as 
foon  as  born;  and  though  infant  children  are  not,  they  are 
paflive,  and  can  be  excrcifed.  Nature  and  inftindl  point  out 
the  expediency  of  it,  and  the  fond  mother  who  follows  only 
her  own  inclination,  naturally,  and  infehfibly  adopts  it.  On 
this  head  fee  the  Article  of  Motion  and  Rejl,  in  Vol.  III. 

t Together  with  thefe  fources  might  be  noticed  another, 
not  mentioned  by  writers,  though  not,  indeed,  an  efficient 
caufe  of  infantile  complaints,  but  an  occafion  arifing  from 
that  conftitution  the  Creator  appears  to  have  eftablifhed,  as  a 
law  of  nature  running  through  the  animal  race;  I mean, 
the  rank  which  the  feveral  fpecies  hold  in  that  fcale.  For, 
whatever  their  apparent  comparative  ftrength  may  be,  the 
more  noble  and  ufeful  amongft  them,  whether  domefticated, 
or  wild,  (though,  indeed,  we  cannot  fay  precifely  what  the 
latter  would  be  in  a perfeft  Hate  of  nature,)  feem  to  be  liable 
tofar  the  greater  number  of  evils.  It  is  poffible,  indeed,  fome 
philofophers  may  be  difpofed  to  draw  very  uncharitable  in- 
ferences from  fuch  a pofition  ; but  there  are  others  who  con- 
ceive it  to  be  very  juftifiable,  and  analogous  to  various  eftab- 
lifhed fa&s  in  the  difpenfations  of  providence  towards  lapfed 
creatures. 

t 

§ Sylvius  de  le  Boe.  Harris. 
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reckoned  the  retention  of  the  meconium,  and 
the  iaft  (which  may  be  termed  a difeafe  at  all 
peculiar  to  infants),  is  the  cutting  of  the  teeth, 
in  which  likewiie  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  is  very 
much  concerned. 

Upon  each  of  the  above  heads,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  make  further  obfervations  as  occa- 
fion  may  offer,  in  order  to  take  notice  of  certain 
accidental  caufes  arifing  from  miimanagement, 
or  errors  in  the  non-naturals , as  they  have  been 
called ; efpecially  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
nourifhment  adminiftered  to  infants,  and  an  in- 
attention  to  the  ftate  of  their  bowels. 

The  symptoms  of  thefe  firft  difeafes  of 
infants,  (by  which  we  alfo  judge  of  their  na- 
ture), are  chiefly  retention  and  excretion;  four 
belchings ; ficknefs ; vomitings  ; purgings ; the 
nature  of  the  matter  thrown  off ; watching ; 
inquietude ; contraction,  and  fharpnefs  of  the 
features  ; bluenefs  about  the  mouth ; turning 
up  of  the  eyes;  thirft;  heat;  the  manner  of 
breathing  and  of  crying  ; retraction  of  the  lower 
extremities;  and  puftules,  or  eruptions,  exter- 
nal, or  internal.  The  pulfe  and  urine  are  lefs 
certain  marks,  in  the  greater  number  of  their 
complaints,  than  they  are  in  older  children, 
and  adults.  To  thefe  may  be  added,  the  open- 
nefs,  or  firmnefs  of  the  fontanelles,  and  of  the 
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futures ; the  flrength  and  figure  of  the  bones ; 
and  the  relaxation  or  contra&ion  of  the  fkin  in 
general,  and  of  the  fcrotum  in  particular. 

Having  thus  briefly  adverted  to  the  general 
caufes  and  fymptoms,  I proceed  to  the  conh- 
deration  of  the  Diforders  themfelves,  beginning 
with  one  hitherto  unnoticed  by  writers ; which 
though  very  rare,  I believe,  feems  to  be  the 
firfl  that  can  take  place  after  birth,  and  is  a 
kind  of 

Syncope,  or  Fainting. 


lie,  for  fome  time,  in  a very  feeble  and  uncer- 
tain hate,  with  no  other  fign  of  animation  than 
a weak  pulfation  of  the  heart,  and  the  arteries 
of  the  umbilical  cord.  But  I have  only  in  one 
inhance  feen  any  thing  at  all  refembling  the  true 
fyncope,  after  the  living  powers  have  once  pre- 
vailed. In  this  cafe,  the  child  was  born  at  the 
inhant  its  mother  was  moving  from  her  chair 
into  her  bed,  and  in  confequence,  unfortu- 
nately, fell  with  violence  on  the  floor.  It,  how- 
ever, very  foon  cried,  and  did  not  appear  to  be 
materially  injured  ; but  a day  or  two  afterwards 
fell  into  a hrange,  languid  hate,  very  different 
from  any  thing  I had  been  accuhomed  to  fee. 
Stools  being  procured,  it  revived,  and  frequent- 
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ly  took  plenty  of  nourifhment,  but  at  intervals, 
funk  into  its  former  languor,  breathed  very 
faintly,  and  died  about  the  fixth  day. 

But,  with  the  following  cafe,  which  comes 
precifely  under  the  idea  of  fyncope , I have  been 
favoured  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hey,  fenior 
Surgeon  to  the  Infirmary  at  Leeds. 

He  reports,  that  an  infant,  born  at  the  full 
time,  lay  moaning  and  languid  for  four  or  five 
hours,  and  was  then  feized  with  a fainting  fit 
in  which  it  continued  for  half  an  hour.  In  this 
Bate  Mr.  Hey  found  it.  It  had  ceafed  to 
breathe,  except  now  and  then  giving  a gafp, 
or  fob  ; and  was  as  pale  as  a corpfe.  There  was, 
however,  a fenfible  pulfation  of  the  heart, 
though  feeble  and  flow ; but  whether  the  circu- 
lation had  been  kept  up  all  the  time  previous  to 
his  vifit,  could  not  be  afeertained. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Hey  had  time  to  confider 
the  cale,  he  direfted  the  infant’s  noftrils  and 
temples  to  be  flimulated  with  the  volatile  alcali, 
and  when  it  became  capable  of  fwallowing,  a 
few  drops  of  the  tin&ura  valerian,  volat.  were 
adminiflered  in  a tea-fpoonful  of  water,  and  re- 
peated at  proper  intervals : it  likewife  took  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  ol.  ricini. 

The  child  had  three  other  fimilar  attacks  in 

t 

the  courfe  of  the  day,  though  it  had  flept  com* 
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pofedly  between  whiles,  and  fucked  at  the  bread:. 
It  had  feven  more  fainting  fits  in  the  night,  two 
of  which  were  fevere  ones;  but  Mr.  Hey  was 
not  called  again  till  the  next  morning.  He  then 
obferves,  that  reflecting  on  the  cafe,  and  com- 
paring it  with  that  of  a man  whom  he  had  feen 
thrown  into  convullions  by  a large  bleeding, 
after  having  hanged  himfelf,  which  were  cured 
by  the  above  tinCture,  given  in  wine ; Mr. 
Hey  purfued  the  like  plan  with  the  child,  and 
adminiftered  the  drops  in  a tea-fpoonful  of  a 
generous  white-wine-,  every  two  hours.  The 
infant  was  very  fenfibly  refrefhed  by  the  dofe, 
and  had  no  return  of  the  diforder,  except  in  the 
flighted:  degree;  and  became  a very  healthy 
child. 

The  Tinct.  valer.  volat.  adminiftered  in  this 
manner,  is  alfo  an  excellent  remedy  in  other 
inftances  of  debility  and  languor,  when  the 
prim®  vi®  have  been  previoufly  cleanfed. 

A kind  of  fyncope  not  diflimilar  to  this,  but 
taking  place  a few  days  after  birth,  has  been  re- 
moved by  a very  different  ftimulant,  which 
would  not  have  been  had  recourfe  to,  if  various 
other  means  had  not  failed.  Infants  in  this  fyn- 
cope, appear  to  be  dying  for  feveral  days,  and  have 
even  been  concluded  actually  dead  ; but  reviv- 
ing  again,  relapfe  as  before.  In  this  ftate,  the 
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fume  of  lighted  tobacco  has  been  forced  into  the 
mouth  with  the  happieft  effect,  though  at  the 
expence  of  a conliderable  ftruggle  fucceeded  by 
a ftrong  convulfion.  Upon  the  fpafm  fubfiding 
however,  the  infant  foon  falls  afleep,  and  awakes 
apparently  well,  and  continues  fo  for  feveral 
hours ; but  the  fyncope  returning,  the  fume 
Ihould  be  repeated. 

If  the  ftruggle  fhould  return,  it  will  prove 
flighter  than  the  former,  and  neither  that,  nor 
the  convulfion  will  probably  be  renewed  after  a 
fecond  recovery. 

Discolouration  o/New-Sorn  Infants 

An  affection  of  new-born  infants  not  much 
more  common  than  the  former,  is  a decolour- 
ation of  the  face  and  extremities,  and  fometimes 
of  the  whole  body,  feemingly  independent  of 
the  circumftances  attendant  upon  the  birth.  A 
mere  difcolouration  of  the  face  after  laborious 
deliveries,  is  known  to  be  very  common,  and 
gradually  difappears,  without  affording  any  oc- 
cafion  of  alarm.  But  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
the  parts  are  very  black,  and  afterwards  turn  of 
a leaden-blue  colour ; fometimes  appearing  at 
the  inftant  of  the  birth,  and  at  others  have  not 
been  particularly  noticed  for  an  hour  or  two  af- 
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ter  wards.  In  one  inftance,  I remarked  the  dif- 
colouration  of  the  face  to  be  partial,  appearing 
in  fpots  ; the  greater  number  being  of  the  fize 
of  fmall  peas,  but  fome  larger.  In  fome  in- 
ftances,  the  difcolouration  abates  a little,  and 
in  others  not ; fometimes  it  goes  entirely  olf, 
and  returns  again,  and  in  that  cafe  is  of  more 
ferious  conlequence,  and  commonly  dangerous. 
From  an  examination  of  the  parts  after  death, 
I have  learned,  that  this  recurring  blacknefs  de- 
pends upon  fome  internal  malformation  or  de- 
rangement, (fimilar,  though  not  precifely  the 
lame  with  one  to  be  noticed  under  the  head  of 
congenite  diforders),  and  for  which  nothing  that 
I know  of  can  be  attempted,  but  the  general 
remedies  for  fits ; by  which  it  is  ufually  followed 
when  none  of  the  little  fubfequent  means  prove 
effedtual.* 

From  the  refult  of  this  recurring  blacknefs, 
it  feems  always  to  be  owing  to  fome  fixed  caufe, 
excited  into  adiion  by  certain  circumftances, 
particularly  any  hidden  agitation  of  body  or 
mind.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  difappearance  of  the 

* In  one  inftance,  the  fubjeft  of  which  died  about  the 
tenth  day  after  birth,  the  malformation  was  in  the  itomach ; 
the  pylorus  being  preternaturally  ftrait,  with  difficulty  per- 
mitting the  food,  (which  was  only  breaft-milk)  to  pafs  into 
the  lower  bowels. 
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difcolouration  is  followed  by  a return  of  the 
tinge  of  as  deep  a colour  as  at  firft.  But  in  the 
innoxious  kind,  which  is  the  more  immediate 
fubjedt  of  this  chapter,  though  the  blacknefs 
in  tome  inftances,  after  abating  a little,  again 
returns,  it  never  acquires  the  deep  colour  it  had 
at  firft, , and  when  it  has  once  compleatly  difap- 
peared,  it  never  returns. 

This  difcolouration,  therefore,  probably  de- 
pends merely  on  fome  fpafm  affedting  the  exter- 
nal veins,  and  interrupting  the  free  return  of  the 
blood  into  the  larger  vcftels.  Where  this  is  the 
foie  caufe,  the  difcolouration,  howfoever  great, 
is,  probably,  harmless,  and  would  in  every  cafe 
foon  abate,  and  in  time  entirely  difappear  ; but 
is  removed  fooner  by  proper  remedies.  The 
only  necefiary  means  feem  to  be,  to  procure 
ftools,  (which  fhould  be  immediately  folicited  by 
clyfters) ; to  excite  vomiting  if  the  infant  ap- 
pears to  be  fick  at  the  ftomach  ; and  to  fub,  or 
gently  chafe  the  body  and  limbs  before  the  fire. 
But  nothing  tends  to  remove  the  blacknefs  fo 
fudclenly  or  fenfibly,  as  applying  a leech  or  two 
upon,  or  near  the  livid  parts ; and  fhould  there- 
fore always  be  had  recourfe  to,  if  the  blacknefs 
does  not  very  evidently  abate  in  an  hour  or  two 
after  birth,  by  the  help  of  one  or  more  of  the 
means  that  have  been  recommended. 
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A diforder  as  common  as  the  two  foregoing 
ones  are  rare,  and  probably  next  in  order  of 
time,  is 

The  Retention  of  the  Meconium. 

The  meconium  is  that  black,  vifeid,  or 
tenacious  matter,  which,  it  is  well  known,  every 
infant  parts  with  by  (tool,  for  the  two  or  three 
firft  days  after  it  is  born,  or  retains  it  to  its 
manifeft  injury. 

The  ordinary  fource  of  infantile  complaints 
has  already  been  laid  to  originate  from  fome- 
thing  amifs  in  the  firlt-pafifages,  according  to 

the  moft  ancient  and  modern  writers.*  And  I 

" \ 

am  fatisfied,  that  a foundation  is  fometimes  laid 
for  them,  from  not  duly  attending  to  an  early 
expulfion  of  the  meconium : which  will  fome- 
times firmly  adhere  to  the  coats  of  the  bowels, 
and  remain  for  many  days,  unaffedfed  even  by 
powerful  medicines,  as  I fhall  have  occafion  to 
remark  as  I go  on ; fometimes  occafioning  dan- 
gerous complaints  from  the  birth,  and  at  others, 
giving  rife  to  more  remote  evils.  I fiiall  only 
obferve  in  this  place,  that  though  it  Ihould  not 
be  all  retained,  yet  a part  will  often  remain 
much  longer  than  has  been  ufually  imagined, 


* Hippoc.  CsLSUS,  AlOINETA.  HARRIS.  ARMSTRONG, 
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and  will  Come  away,  perhaps  unnoticed,  at  a 
late  period,  where  no  retention  of  it  has  been 
fufpedted.  Of  this  I can  have  no  doubt,  hav- 
ing been  called  to  vifit  infants  after  the  month 
has  been  expired,  who  have  been  unwell  through 
all  that  period,  and  from  whom  meconium  has 
ftill  been  coming  away.  A tea-fpoonful  of  oh 
ricini,  given  once  or  more,  has  foon  carried  off 
a great  quantity  3 upon  which  all  their  com- 
plaints have  difappeared. 

The  meconium  is,  probably,  no  longer  of 
ufe  after  the  child  is  come  into  the  world,  un- 
less it  be  to  keep  the  bowels  from  collapfing, 
till  they  can  be  replenilhed  with  the  aliment 
the  child  is  foon  afterwards  to  receive.  Whereas, 
if  it  be  not  foon  carried  off,  it  will  not  only 
change  the  quality  of  the  milk,  or  other  food, 
as  it  defcends  into  the  bowels,  but  itfelf  alfo  be- 
comes highly  acrid,  (the  greater  part  of  it  being 
bile)  and  cannot  fail  to  produce  indigeftion,  fla- 
tulency, pain,  purging  or  coflivenefs,  and  other 
fimiiar  evils ; and  the  meconium  is  further  dif- 
pofed  to  this  acrid  Rate,  on  another  account, 
viz.  from  the  admixture  of  atmofpheric  air. 
Whilft  the  infant  remains  inclofed  in  the  womb, 
it  is  fecured  from  all  contadt  of  air,  and  there- 
fore the  alimentary  contents  remain  harmless 
and  bland,  though  increafing  for  many  months  j 
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•J 

but  it  is  well  known  how  foon  every  fecretion  or 
extravafation  will  become  acrid,  upon  the  ad- 
miflion  of  air  into  any  cavity  where  it  may  be 
lodged.  And  it  is,  doubtlefs,  on  thefe  accounts, 
that  provident  nature  has  imparted  an  opening 
quality  to  the  coloftrum  of  all  aqimals  ; a cer- 
tain indication  to  the  rational  fpecies,  to  aftift 
the  expuifion  of  this  matter,  now  no  longer  re- 
quired. For  though  a child  fhould  even  be 
fuckled  by  its  own  mother,  (in.  which  cafe,  there 
is,  doubtlefs,  lets  occafion  for  other  afliftance) 
yet  we  know  that  nature  doth  not,  in  every  in- 
ftance,  always  fully  accomplifh  her  own  defigns  : 
and  it  is  from  fome  finking  inflances  of  the  truth 
of  thefe  obfervationsj  that  I have  faid  fo  much 
on  this  fubjedt,  which  I have  alfo  been  the  more 
inclined  to,  becaufe  fo  many  writers  have  palled 
it  over  almoft  in  filence. 

I am  aware  that  ail  thofe  who  efteem  medical 
people  to  be  officious  difturbers  of  nature,  have 
objected  to  their  afliftance  in  this  inftance,  and 
conclude,  that  flhe  would  do  the  bufinefs  much 
better  if  left  to  herfelf.  And  there  are  even 
fome  phyficians  of  this  opinion,  amongft  whom 
I find  Ur.  Buchan,  whofe  abilities  and  reputa- 
tion claim  particular  attention  ; though  he,  per- 
haps, may  not  be  fo  much  engaged  amongft  very 
young  infants,  as  thofe  whofe  peculiar  province 

VOL.  I.  C 
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it  is  to  attend  them  from  the  birth.  But  there 
can  be  no  general  rule  without  exceptions,* * * §  and 
as,  doubtlefs,  many  children  would  do  very  well 
without  any  fuch  abidance,  fo  have  I found  others 
who  would  not,-}-  though  fuckled  by  the  parent 
herfelf,  of  which  I fhall  prefently  give  a very 
ftriking  inftance.  On  the  other  hand,  I believe, 
no  infant  can  be  edentially  injured  by  conflantly 
abiding  in  this  work,  provided  the  means  fird 
made  ufe  of  be  lenient,  as  they  ought  always  to 
be. — It  is  the  province  of  art  to  fuperintend 
nature,  and  not  only  to  guard  againd  her  excedes, 
but  fo  to  watch  over  her,  as  to  enfure  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  her  intentions,  whenever  we  per- 
fectly comprehend,  and  can  effeCt  them  without 
the  rilk  of  doing  harm.  § And  this  intention  is 
as  rational,  as  the  pradtice  is  fuccefsful,  there 
being  an  evident  acidity  in  the  meconium,  as  I 

* Vix  ulla  perpetua  praecepta  medicinalis  ars  recipit. 

Cels  us,  Pratf Lib , i.  p.  17. 

+ Indeed,  it  is  now  well  known,  that  the  formidable  dif- 
eafe,  fo  fatal  to  new-born  children  in  the  WeJl-IndieSy  called 
the  locked-jaw,  or  jaw-fallen, J is  almoft  always  owing 
either  to  unwholefome,  and  confined  air,  or  to  a want  of 
purging  off  the  meconium. 

§ A tree  will  produce  fruit  in  its  wild  Hate ; but  by  hu- 
man culture  the  tree  *is  often  preferved,  and  its  fruit  im- 
proved, far  beyond  the  courfe  of  nature. 

« f See  Tetanus. 
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have  afcertained  by  repeated  experiments.  The 
red-gum  and  thrufh  are  alfo  much  more  rank 
where  the  fymptoms  of  acidity  are  mod  preva- 
lent, and  on  the  other  hand,  lefs  commonly  take 
place  (as  I have  for  many  years  obferved)  where 
the  meconium  has  been  early  purged  off. 

For  this  purpofe,  amongft  others,  a new  re- 
medy has  of  late  years  been  recommended,  as 
preferable  to  any  purging  medicines  whatever.* 
Mankind  has  ever  delighted  in  extremes — no 
fooner  has  any  thing,  formerly  judged  to  be 
hurtful,  or  even  poifonous,  been  found  in  cer- 
tain cafes,  to  be  very  ufeful,  than  it  is  fuppofed 
to  be  capable  of  doing  every  thing,  and  fuper- 
fedes  all  that  the  wifdom  of  former  ages  has 
proved  to  be  falutary.  Hence,  fome  advantages 
experienced  from  the  ufe  of  vinum  antimonii, 
in  a variety  of  children’s  complaints,  as  far  as 
they  arife  from  one  common  caufe,  has  induced 
fome  people  to  extol  it  as  a univerfal  remedy. 
But  wherefore  give  an  emetic,  calculated  to 
empty  the  ftomach,  in  order  to  expel  the  me- 
conium from  the  lower  bowels  P-f-  It  is  univer- 

* Dr.  Armstrong,  On  the  difeafes  mojl  fatal  to  infants. 
1767. 

f On  examining  the  firft-paflages  of  ftill-born  infants, 
{newly-dead)  it  appears,  that  the  large  inteftines  contain  the 
true  meconium ; the  fmaller  bowels,  only  a thin  bilious 
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Tally  allowed,  and  by  this  writer  alfo,  that  eme- 
tics are  not  to  be  adminiftered  when  the  bowels 
are  full,  which,  in  this  inftance,  is  precifely  the 
cafe.  It  is  true,  vinum  antimonii  does  not  al- 
ways vomit  children,  nor  will  a little  matter 
oftentimes  do  this ; it  is  fometimes,  indeed, 
found  to  act  as  a purgative  : but  if  this  be  the 
intention,  why  not  adhere'  to  the  old,  and  more 
certain  method,  and  direct  at  once  fucli  things 
whofe  proper  operation  may  be  depended  upon  ? 
Not  the  ftomach,  but  the  bowels,  are  the  na- 
tural and  fafe  outlet  for  moft  infantile  com- 
plaints, and  a want  of  due  attention  to  this 
circumftance  has  been  productive  of  fome  evils, 
which  many  practitioners,  I think,  are  not  fuf- 
ficiently  aware  of. 

It  is  very  evident,  that  fome  gentle  purgative 
is  indicated  on  this  occafion,  and  that  it  fhouid 
be  of  fucli  a kind  as  will  create  as  little  diftvirb- 
ance  as  poflible,  and  efpecially  fhouid  not  be  of 
an  offenfive,  or  indigeftible  nature  ; though  fucli 

1 

' fluid  mixed  with  a little  gaftric  juice.  The  ftomach  contains 
ftill  lets,  as  no  bile  can  enter  it  but  by  regurgitation  from  the 
duodenum,  and  the  gaftric  juice  is  in  fmall  quantity,  not 
enough  to  be  brought  up  by  an  emetic  without  violent  . 
firaining ; which  I Ihould  imagine  it  can  anfwer  no  good 
end  to  excite  by  a vomit,  the  firft  hour  a child  comes  into 
the  world. 
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have  been  very  commonly  advifed.  In  general, 
indeed,  a very  little  matter  will  fuffice  ; perhaps 
a little  fyrup  of  rofes,  diluted  with  fome  thin 
gruel,  and  given  occafionally  by  tea-fpoonsful, 
will  moldy  anfwer  the  end  ; will  alfo  ferve  to 
keep  the  child  quiet,  and  fo  prevent  the  nurfe 
from  giving  it  improper  food.  But  if  this  fhould 
fail  to  procure  (tools,  a watery  infufion  of  rhu- 
barb, a tea-fpoonful  of  the  wine,  diluted  as 
above,  or  a dram  of  caftor  oil,  will  be  found 
preferable  to  the  common  oils  and  fyrup  in  ge- 
neral ufe.* 

The  objection  now  made  to  oily  medicines  is 
very  much  increafed,  from  nurfes  fcarcely  ever 
giving  the  quantity  that  is  directed,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  firft  twenty-four  hours,  as  it  is  always  de- 
ligned  ; and  adminiftering  the  reft  long  after  the 
child  has  begun  to  fuck,  or  to  feed.  At  this  pe- 
riod, mixing  with  the  nourifhment,  it  has  a 
cliredt  tendency  to  produce  indigeftion,  wind, 
and  the  very  complaints,  which  the  oils  admi- 
niniftered  in  proper  time,  were  defigned  to  pre- 
vent. Not  to  add,  that,  from  common  oil  and 
fyrup  being  the  ulual  purgative  on  this  occafion, 
nurfes  are  led  to  procure  a repetition  of  it,  and  to 
adminifter  it  whenever  an  infant  happens  to  be 

* See  Ha r ris. 
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coftive  during  the  month  ; and  from  whence 
the  above  evils  may  be  frequently. induced. 

But  it  has  been  obferved,  the  meconium  is 
not  always  difpofed  to  come  away,  even  by  the 
afliftance  of  common  purgative  medicines.  Hav- 
ing, therefore,  begun  with  fuch  as  the  above,  if 
the  child  fhould  have  no  (tool  for  twelve  or  four- 
teen hours  after  birth,  and  efpecially  if  it  feem 
to  be  in  pain,  a clyfter  ought  to  be  thrown  up  ; 
which  may  be  repeated,  if  neceffary,  a few 
hours  afterwards.  And  here  I would  remark, 
that  in  the  cafes  where  more  powerful  remedies 
are  required,  fcarcely  any  evacuation  will  be 
procured  by  thefe  gentler  means ; for,  as  far  as 
I have  feen,  wherever  I could  procure  one  co- 
pious ftool  by  a clyfter,  or  gentle  laxative,  the 
reft  of  the  meconium  has  come  away  with  little, 
or  no  further  afliftance.  But  as  it  fometimes 
happens,  that  neither  clyfters  nor  purgatives 
have  any  fufEcient  effedt  for  feveral  days,  very 
powerful  means  muft  then  be  made  ufe  of^ 
there  being  reafon  to  fufped  a morbid  fufpen- 
fion  of  nervous  influence.  I fhall  clofe  this 
fubiedt  therefore,  with  a remarkable  inftance  of 
this  kind,  (of  which,  I have  feen  many,)  as  a 
proof  of  what  powerful  remedies  may  fometimes 
be  required,  and  how  necefTary  it  is  to  pay  fome 
attention  to  this  early  complaint  of  infants. 
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The  child  was  born  of  very  healthy  parents,  (not 
at  all  of  conftipated  habits)  after  a quick,  and 
comparatively  eafy  labour ; and  appeared  to  be 
itfelf  in  good  health.— To  avoid  prolixity,  I 
fhall  only  briefly  obferve,  that  the  child  took  a 
little  rhubarb  an  hour  or  two  after  it  was  born, 
but  having  had  no  ftool  when  I faw  it  the  next 
day,  I ordered  a clyfler  to  be  thrown  up.  In 
the  evening,  the  child  became  drowfy  and  infen- 
fible,  and  when  rouzed,  it  moaned,  but  feemed 
unable  to  cry.  It  continued  pretty  much  in 
this  ftate,  (except  that  at  times  it  appeared  to  be 
in  great  pain,  and  was  evidently  convulfed)  for 
fix  days ; and  was  nourifhed  chiefly  by  breaft- 
milk,  given  by  tea-fpoonsful,  feldom  reviving 
fufficiently  to  fuck. 

It  had  no  ftools,  but  fuch  as  made  only  a few 
fpots  on  the  cloths  about  the  fize  of  a (hilling, 
till  thefixth  day,  and  then  they  were  very  fmall, 
hard,  and  lumpy.  The  next  day  it  had  more 
of  this  kind,  and  had  not  till  the  eighth  day, 
any  thing  like  a proper  ftool,  which  was  alio 
mixed  with  hard  lumps ; but  on  the  eleventh 
day,  they  were  thinner,  and  on  the  thirteenth 
came  very  freely. — In  the  courfe  of  fix  and 
thirty  hours,  I prefcribed  two  ounces  of  the 
common  infufion  of  fenna,  two  drams  of  roch- 
elle  fait,  four  grains  of  jalap,  and  a grain  of  ca- 
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lomel  j befides  purging  clyflers,  and  the  ufe  of 
the  warm  bath.  The  next  day,  the  child  took 
four  grains  of  ipecacuanha  at  two  dofes ; and 
forty  drops  of  vinum  antirnonii,  at  four  times 
(in  the  courfe  of  an  hour)  without  any  effed ; 

’ and  at  another  period,  fix  drams  of  caftor-oil, 
befides  feveral  dofes  of  manna.*  Three  days 
after  the  child  had  gotten  rid  of  the  meconium, 
the  thru fli  made  its  appearance ; which  was 
flight,  but  continued  above  three  weeks. 

From  fuch  instances,  as  well  as  the  remark  al- 
ready offered  on  the  tetanus  of  the  Weft- Indies, 
the  expediency  of  having  recourfe  to  fome  fafe 
and  effectual  means  of  purging  off  the  meconium 
feems  to  be  evidently  pointed  out ; more  efpe- 
cially  when  we  confider  the  dangerous  com- 
plaints, which  are  faid  to  arife  in  fome  of  the 
hofpitals  in  Paris , from  an  undue  retention  of 
this  vifcid  matter,  as  will  be  further  noticed  in 
another  place. 

Icteriti a,  or  Infantile  Jaundice. 

\ i 

rips 

JL  FIE  Jaundice  of  infants  feems  always  to 
have  been  improperly  conceived  of.  Thofe  who 

* See  a fimilar  inftance,  iti  the  chapter  on  the  Group. — 
The  obvious  caufe  of  the  inactivity  both  of  emetics  and  pur- 
gatives, which  we  fometimes  meet  with  in  infants,  is,  proba- 
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have  written  only  on  children’s  dileaies,  have 
ufually  pa  fled  it  over  in  filence,  whilft  others 
have  confldered  it  always  as  rather  a ferious  com- 
plaint, and  have  prefcribed  as  for  the  jaundice 
of  adults.  On  the  other  hand,  nurfes  have 
ufually  accounted  the  yellownefs  that  appears 
about  the  third  day  after  birth,  if  unufually 
deep,  (termed  by  fome  the  yellow-gum)  as  the 
true  jaundice.  Certainly  neither  of  thefe  opi- 
nions is  juft  ; for  the  latter  of  thefe  appearances 
requires  no  attention  at  all,  and  though  infants 
are  not  very  often  troubled  with  the  true  jaun- 
dice like  adults,  they  neverthelefs  are  liable  to 
flighter  affections  of  that  kind  which  claim  fome 
attention.  Thefe  are  eafily  diftingui filed  from 
the  common  yellownefs,  by  the  tunica  albuginea 
being  always  very  yellow  ; but  the  nails  are  not 
tinged,  as  in  the  jaundice  of  adults,*  though  it 
is  probable  they  ufually  would  be,  if  the  com- 
plaint were  long  negleCted,  and  the  child  buf- 
fered to  be  coftive.  I have  waited  fome  clays  to 
fee  if  the  yellownefs  would  go  off  of  itfelf,  as 
the  ufual  tinge  does ; but  it  has  always  increafed 
rather  than  diminithed.  It  arifes  from  vifcid 

bly,  the  great  quantity  of  mucus  with  which  the  firfl  paffages 
are  lined,  together  with  a deficiency  of  nervous  influence,  a 
frequent  concomitant  of  fuch  a date. 

* See  the  note  in  page  27. 
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matter  obftructing  the  gall-ducts,  and  therefore 
requires  a little  emetic.  The  tartarifed  wine  of 
antimony  is  a very  proper  one  on  this  occafion, 
as  it  may  likewife  procure  two  or  three  (tools ; 
but  as  children  in  this  complaint  are  not  eafily 
made  to  vomit,  fhould  the  wine  fail,  three  or 
four  grains  of  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha  may  be 
given,  as  more  certain  in  its  operation  ; and  the 
next  day  four  or  five  grains  of  rhubarb.  Should 
the  fymptoms  continue,  the  emetic  ought  to  be 
repeated  after  two  or  three  days,  and  rhubarb  be 
given  about  every  other  day,  till  the  yellownefs 
difappears ; which  under  this  treatment,  never 
continues  more  than  ten  or  twelve  davs,  unlefs 
the  infant  be  very  coftive,  or  the  (tools  are  of  a 
very  pale  colour ; which  is  but  rarely  the  cafe. 
Where  an  emetic  has  been  objected  to,  and  the 
whole  attention  confined  to  keeping  the  belly 
open,  the  yellownefs  has  continued  when  I have 
taken  my  leave  at  the  end  of  the  month,  at- 
tended with  langour,  and  other  fymptoms  of 
debility.  When  the  belly  is  unufually  coftive, 
and  the  (tools  very  pale,  infants  are  generally 
found  to  have  a true  jaundice,  and  require 
fome  faponaceous  medicines,  fuch  as  the  aqua 
kali,  together  with  daily  frictions  of  the  ftomach 
and  belly,  and  the  ufe  of  the  warm-bath. 
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Women  long  afflided  with  jaundice,  during 
any  part  of  their  pregnancy,  and  even  adually 
brought  to  bed  in  that  ifate,  do  not  infed  their 
children,*  unlefs  they  alfo  fuckle  them  ; but 
from  fome  flriking  inftances,  I have  found,  that 
fuckling  in  that  (fate  is  capable  of  communicat- 
ing the  true  jaundice  to  a great  degree,  and  that 
it  will  not  be  cured,  but  by  the  recovery  of  the 
fuckling  mother  or  nurfe,  or  by  the  infant  being 
weaned,  as  well  as  prop.rly  treated. 

The  true  jaundice,  diftinguifhed  by  the  fkin 
being  every  where  difcoloured,  as  well  as  the 
whites  of  the  eyes,  feems  to  be  much  more 

* I have  myfelf  never  met  with  fuch  an  inftance ; but 
Mr.  Baumes,  who  has  been  very  attentive  to  the  difeafe,  is 
fatisfied,  that  he  once  faw  an  infant  fo  infe&ed  from  the 
womb:  but  in  this  cafe,  the  child  died  very  foon  in  a very 
difeafed  ftate,  the  internal  part  of  the  liver  being  in  a ftate 
of  fuppuration.  Other  inftances  are  given,  but  they  are  not 
unexceptionable.  Vide,  A.  N.  Curious.  Dec.  t.  A.  vj.  Obf  241. 
Dec.  iij.  A.  ij  Obf.  40.  Fr.  Delaboe  Sil'vius , Prax.  Med.  Lib . 
j.  Cap.  46,  No.  xi.  p.  302.  Theod . Ker bring,  Spicil.  Obf.  57,  p. 
1 18.  I have,  indeed,  lately  feen  an  infant  (the  mother  of  which 
however,  was  not  i&eric)  whofe  finger  nails  were,  at  the 
birth,  of  a deep  yellow  as  in  any  iileric  adults,  and  very 
fenfibly  from  a tinge  underneath  them  ; but  thofe  of  the  toes 
were  not  at  all  difcoloured,  nor  had  the  infant  any  other 
fymptom  of  jaundice.  It,  indeed,  brought  up,  by  puking, 
a conftderable  quantity  of  yellow  matter,  apparently  bile, 
very  foon  after  it  was  born ; but  the  tinge  of  the  nails  dif- 
appeared  the  next  day,  and  the  infant  throve  very  well. 
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common  among  new-born  infants  in  France , 
than  in  this  country,  as  appears  from  a memoir 
written  by  Mr.  Baumes,  and  to  which  a prize- 
medal  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris  has 
been  adjudged. 

In  that  work  the  various  caufes  and  nature 
of  the  difeafe  are  diflinguifhed ; and  a corre- 
ipondent  treatment  pointed  out  with  great  ac- 
curacy and  judgment.  Throughout  the  trad 
there  feems  alio  to  be  much  ingenious  and  plau- 
lible  theory ; though  I cannot  agree  with  that 
able  phyfician,  in  fuppofing  the  jaundice  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  retention  of  the  meconium, 
otherwife  than  from  this  vifcid  matter  fome- 
tlmes  obftruding  the  orifice  of  the  biliary  duds. 
For  in  the  feveral  inflances  I have  met  with  of 
the  moft  obfhinate  retention  of  that  fecretion, 
there  has  not  been  the  lead  difpofition  to  jaun- 
dice ; nor  can  I conceive,  that  any  part  of  the 
meconium  is  ufually  abforbed  in  ideric  cafes,  as 
Mr.  Baumes  has  imagined  ; neither  does  fuch 
an  incident  appear  to  be  neceffary  in  order  to 
account  for  the  frequency  of  the  difeafe  in  that 
kingdom,  or  elfe where. 

As  to  the  treatment,  under  the  different  cir- 
cumftances  there  defcribed,  I meet  with  no- 
thing that  militates  againft  the  more  general 
account  I have  given  of  this  difeafe,  or  the 
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treatment  adapted  to  it,  under  the  form  where- 
in it  appears  in  this  country. 

There  are  not  wanting  evidences  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  both  in  the  more  flight  and  fevere  forms  of 
it,  being  in  fome  families  hereditary;  of  the 
former,  Morgagni  has  furnifhed  a remarkable 
example  in  his  own  family ; and  of  the  latter, 
Mr.  Pearson  has  favoured  me  with  a very 
curious  one,  which  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  be 
pleafed  with,  as  no  fuch  inftance,  I believe,  is  to 
be  found  upon  record.  I fhall  fubmit  the  ac- 
count in  his  own  words,  and  without  any  com- 
ment ; as  further  experience  is  neceffary  to 
enable  us  to  draw  any  practical  inferences. 

Morgagni’s  words  are,  de  quindecim  filiis 
meis,  cum  mox  a partu  flavi  omnes,  et  nonnulli 
etiam  haud  ita  leviter,  effent  fadti,  cunclis  per 
fe,  nullo  prorfus  artis  auxilio,  paulatim  icterus 
lolutus  eft.  Lib.  iii.  Epiji.  48.  art.  60. 

Mr.  Pearson’s  account  runs  thus : 

Mrs.  J.  had  been  the  mother  of  eleven  chil- 
dren ; on  nine  of  which  the  jaundice  appeared  a 
few  days  after  they  were  born,  and  they  all  died 
within  the  period  of  a month  after  their  birth. 
The  tenth  child  lived  fix  years,  was  then  afflic- 
ted with  the  jaundice,  and  died.  In  May  1796, 
Mrs.  J.  was  delivered  of  her  eleventh  child  ; on 
the  third  day  after  its  birth,  the  fkin  became 
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yellow,  and  the  child  was  at  the  fame  time  re- 
markably torpid  and  fleepy,  and  leemed  to  be 
fl ightly  convulfed.  On  the  following  days  the 

colour  of  the  ikin  often  varied,  being  fometimes 
of  a deeper  yellow,  and  at  other  times  nearly 
regaining  its  natural  colour  ; the  child  continued, 
however,  in  the  fame  languid  and  almod  infen- 
flble  date,  but  received  nourifhment,  and  fucked 
the  bread  of  its  mother,  till  within  a few  hours 
of  its  death,  which  took  place  on  the  ninth  day. 
I opened  the  body  of  this  child  the  day  after  it 
died,  and  fhall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  ap- 
pearances exibited  on  difle&ion. 

The  fkin  had  nearly  lod  its  yellow  colour ; 
and  the  child  did  not  appear  at  all  reduced  by 
the  difeafe. 

The  liver  was  almod  twice  its  natural  fize ; 
the  whole  concave  furface  of  the  right  lobe  had 
a livid  appearance,  but  this  dark  colour  did  not 
penetrate  above  a line  or  two ; and  the  inter- 
nal fubdance  was  found  and  healthy.  The  con- 
vex part  of  the  liver,  was  of  the  natural  colour 
and  firmnefs,  except  on  the  margin  of  both  the 
lobes;  there  the  thin  edge  exhibited  a highly 
inje&ed  appearance  ; the  rednefs  was  however, 
lefs  vivid  and  remarkable  on  the  left  lobe,  than 
on  the  right.  There  was  alfo  a flight  adhefion 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  right  lobe  to  the  peri- 
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tonseum.  The  gall  bladder  was  nearly  filled 
with  bile  of  a deep  yellow  colour  ; and  its  ducfts 
were  permeable.  The  ftomach  was  in  a natural 
(late,  and  the  inteftincs  were  without  any  marks 
of  difeafe.  In  the  thorax,  the  lungs  were  of  a 
healthy  appearance.  The  heart  feemed  to  be 
larger  than  common,  and  the  blood  veflels  on  its 
furfacewere  remarkably  turgid.  The  right  auri- 
cle was  diftended  with  blood  ; and  the  pericar- 
dium contained  about  a table  fpoonful  of  water. 
Every  perfon  who  is  converfant  in  the  difeafes  of 
children,  knows  that  new-born  infants  are  fre- 
quently affedled  with  the  jaundice  ; and  it  is  as 
well  known,  that  this  appearance  is  often  of 
little  importance  ; fcarce  requiring  any  particu- 
lar medical  aid,  and  fometimes  difappearing 
fpontaneoufly.  Morgagni  has  furnilhed  a re- 
markable example  of  this  in  his  own  family. — 
De  quindecim  filiis  meis,  cum  mox  a partu 
flavi  omnes,  et  nonnulli  etiam  haud  ita  leviter, 
eflent  fadVi,  cun<ftis  per  fe,  nullo  prorfus  artis 
auxilio,  paulatim  idterus  folutus  eft.  Lib . iii. 
Epiji.  48.  Art.  60. 

Erysipelas  Infantile. 

In  a former  edition  it  was  obferved,  that  this 
complaint,  (noticed  under  the  term,  anomalous 
inflammation)  did  not  appear  to  have  been  dif- 


Erysipelas  Infantile. 


•*0 
• J 

tinftly  noticed  by  any  preceding  writer.  But  I 
have  fince  found  that  Hoffman,  though  he 
makes  no  mention  of  any  fuch  complaint  in  his 
Morbi  Infantum , has  the  following  intimation  in 
his  chapter  de  Febre  Eryjipelacea  * and  'it  fhould 
therefore  feem,  was  acquainted  with  that  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe  which  appears  in  the  more  precife 
form  of  eryfipelas ; but  which  he  had  noticed 
only  in' the  region  of  the  belly.  — e<  Umbilicalem 
“ regionem  in  infantibus  frequentius  infeftat,  ac 
“ inde  per  abdomen  fpargitur,  cum  gravibus 
“ pathematibus,  funefto  ut  plurimum  eventu.” 
The  French  have  likewife  fpoken  lately  of 
a fomewhat  fimilar  affedtion,  combined  with 
different  endemic  complaints  infefting  croud ed 
hofpitals : and  it  is  certainly  fometimes  found 
to  follow  diforders  of  the  firft  paffages.  The 
difeafe,  however,  not  appearing  to  have  been 
any  where  noticed  in  its  iimple  and  genuine 
form,  it  has  feemed  neceffary  to  give  a name  to 
the  difeafe ; which,  therefore,  in  my  laft  edi- 
tion, was  termed  Eryfipelas  Infantile. 

•It  is  a very  dangerous  fpecies  of  the  fpurious, 
or  eryflpelafous  inflammation,  which  I have  not 
often  met  with,  but  in  lying-in  hofpitals.  The 
ordinary  time  of  its  attack  being  a few  days  after 
birth,  it  was  at  the  firft  thought  never  to  appear 
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later  than  the  month ; but  this  has  been  fince 
found  not  to  be  the  cafe.  It  feizes  the  moft 
robuft,  as  well  as  delicate  children,  and  in  an  in- 
ftantaneous  manner ; the  progrefs  is  rapid ; the 
fkin  turns  of  a purplilli  hue j and  foon  becomes 
exceedingly  hard. 

The  milder  fpecies  of  it  often  appears  on  the 
fingers  and  hands,  or  the  feet  and  ankles,  and 
fometimes  upon  or  near  the  joints ; forming 
matter  in  a very  fhort  time.  The  more  violent 
kind  is  generally  feated  about  the  pubis,  and  ex- 
tends upwards  on  the  belly,  and  down  the  thighs 
and  legs ; though  fometimes  it  begins  in  the 
neck,  and  is  equally  fatal.  The  fadt,  indeed, 
feems  to  be,  that  it  is  always  more  dangerous 
when  it  feizes,  or  fpreads  to  any  parts  of  the 
body,  than  when  confined  to  the  extremities* 
The  fwelling  is  but  moderate,  but  after  becom- 
ing hard,  the  parts  turn  purple,  livid,  and  very 
often  fphacelate,  efpecially  in  boys,  when  it  falls 
on  the  fcrotum  ; the  penis  fwells,  and  the  pre- 
puce then  puts  on  that  kind  of  emphyfematous 
appearance,  which  it  has  when  a Hone  is  flick- 
ing in  the  palfage , or  in  the  anafarca  of  the 
fcrotum. 

Upon  examining  feveral  bodies  after  death, 
the  contents  of  the  belly  have  frequently  been 
found  glued  together,  and  their  furface  covered 
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with  inflammatory  exudation,  exadly  fimilar  to 
that  found  in  women  who  have  died  of  puerperal 
fever.  In  males,  the  tunica  vaginales  have 
been  fometimes  filled  with  matter,  which  has 
evidently  made  its  way  from  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  and  accounts  for  the  appearances  of 
the  organs  of  generation  juft  now  defcribed  : in 
females,  the  labia  pudendi  are  affeded  in  like 
manner,  the  pus  having  forced  a pafiage  through 
the  abdominal  rings. 

Various  means  were  made  ufe  of  at  the 
Britijh  Lying-in  Hof  pit  al  without  fuccefs;  though 
the  progrefs  of  the  inflammation  feemed  to  be 
checked  for  a while  by  faturnine  fomentations 
and  poultices,  applied  on  the  very  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  inflammation ; but  it  foon  fpread, 
and  a gangrene  prefently  came  on,  or  where 
matter  had  been  formed,  the  tender  infant  funk 
under  the  difeharge.  It  is  now  feverai  years 
fince  I propofed  making  trial  of  the  bark,  to 
which  fometimes  a little  confedio  aromatica  has 
been  added  : from  which  period  feverai  have  re- 
covered. Some  time  after  this,  linen  comprefles 
wrung  out  of  camphorated  fpirit,  were  applied 
in  the  place  of  the  aqua  lithargyri  acetatj,  which 
has  proved  more  fuccefsful  in  checking  the  in- 
flammation in  feverai  inftances;  neverthelefs, 
the  greater  number  of  infants  attacked  with  this 
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diforder,  fink  under  its  violence,  and  many  of 
them  in  a very  few  days. 

In  a few  inftances,  the  difeafe  has  been  at- 
tended with  fome  varieties.  Infants  have  not 
only  come  into  the  world  with  feveral  hard,  and 
fub-livid  inflammatory  patches,  and  ichorous 
vefications  about  the  belly  and  thighs,  but  with 
other  fpots  already  actually  in  a ftate  of  mortifi- 
cation. A large  efchar  has  foon  fpread  upon  the 
fpine  of  the  tibia,  with  fmaller  ones  about  other 
parts  of  the  legs,  and  on  feveral  of  the  toes  and 
fingers.  In  fuch  cafes  particularly,  the  bark 
and  cordials  mull  be  exhibited  liberally,  and 
the  inflamed  and  mortified  parts  be  well  foment- 
ed, and  d refled  with  warm  applications. 

From  the  good  effects  attending  thefe  means, 
particularly  on  a very  copious  ufe  of  the  bark, 
there  is  further  room  to  hope,  that  we  may  be 
yet  more  fuccefsful  in  the  treatment  of  this  for- 
midable difeafe ; which  has  not,  however,  ap- 
peared fo  frequently  at  the  hofpital  for  the  laft 
feven  or  eight  years,  as  in  former  times. 

Coryza  Maligna,  or  Morbid-Snuffles. 

I Have  given  this  appellation  to  an  uncom- 
mon difcharge  from  the  noftrils,  taking  place  in 
the  month,  ufually  in  the  firft  or  fecond  week 
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after  birth  ; and  in  one  or  two  inftances  the  in- 
fant has  feemed  to  be  born  with  it.  This  difeafe 
has  paffed  under  the  name  of  the  fnuffles,  on 
account  of  the  kind  of  noife  fuch  infants  make 
in  refpiration  ; but  it  is  not  only  a far  more  fe- 
vere,  but  a very  different  complaint  from  the 
one  commonly  intended  by  that  name.  The  dis- 
charge is  much  more  abundant  than  that  arifing 
from  taking  cold,  and  is  truly  purulent  from  the 
beginning,  and  afterwards  fanious  : though  in  a 
few  inftances,  children  affected  with  every  other 
fymptom  of  this  diforder,  have  no  difcharge 
from  the  note.  But  under  every  form  of  the 
difeafe,  infants  always  appear  weakly,  and  as  if 
unwell,  though  without  any  precife  complaint,  and 
are  conftantly  incommoded  from  the  ftoppage  of 
the  head,  efpecially  in  their  deep ; during  which 
they  breathe  with  difficulty.  It  generally  con- 
tinues for  feveral  weeks,  and  upon  its  going  of!', 
children  who  have  had  the  diforder  only  flightly, 
have  become  otherwife  unwell,  and  fuch  as  have 
been  brought  up  by  hand,  have  been  dangeroufly 
ill  in  their  bowels. 

The  plan  of  treatment  which  I adopted  in  the 
fir  ft  inftances  I met  with,  was  to  keep  the  body 
cool  and  open  j or  if  the  infant  happened  to  be 
over-purged,  or  was  languid,  to  adminifter  ab- 
forbents  and  cordials.  I recommended  the 
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nurfe’s  diet  to  be  attended  to,  when  a* child  is 
Tackled,  and  to  keep  a little  blifter  open  on  its 
head,  or  on  the  nape  of  the  neck ; but  this  has 
fmce  appeared,  in  Tome  other  inftances  to  be 
hazardous,  although  no  evil  ever  enfued  where 
I had  directed  it. 

I had  attained  no  further  knowledge  of  this 
complaint,  when  Dr.  Denman  obliged  the 
public  with  a more  ample  and  formidable  detail 
of  it ; which  had  fallen  more  frequently  in  his 
way,  than  it  had  done  in  any  other  practiti- 
oner's. 

His  account  of  it  is  fo  accurate,  that  I fhall 
in  this  edition  likewife  borrow  the  defcription  of 
its  principal  fymptoms  from  him,  adding  to  it, 
fuch  as  later  experience  has  furnifhed.  He  re- 
marked, that  this  difeafe  Teemed  to  be  new  in 
its  manner,  though  not  in  its  kind,  at  the  time 
of  its  fir  ft  making  its  appearance,  which  was 
frequent  in  the  fummer  of  the  year  17905  in 
the  J line  of  which  year  it  was  that  I alfo  firft 
faw  it. 

After  mentioning  the  little  varieties  noticed 
in  the  difcharge,  and  the  mod:  formidable  fymp- 
tom  of  the  difeafe,  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
through  the  nofe  5 he  obferves,  that  the  latter 
was  not  conftant,  and  that  when  free  from  it, 
children  appeared  to  be  in  no  danger  5 that  the 
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difficulty  of  breathing  was  at  other  times  fo  great 
as  to  require  an  attendant  to  watch  a child  fleep- 
ing  and  waking,  in  order  to  open  its  mouth  as 
often  as  it  might  be  requifite. 

Dr.  Denman  further  notices  a fingular  pur- 
ple ftreak  at  the  verge  of  the  eye-lids  j which  he 
afterwards  confidered  in  a manner  pathognomo- 
nic of  the  difeafe  $ and  indeed,  I have  rarely 
met  with  the  difeafe  without  it.  He  defcribes 
alfo  a general  fulnefs  about  the  throat  and  neck 
externally,  taking  place  foon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  complaint ; which  he  feems  to  date 
from  the  appearance  of  the  purulent  difcharge 
from  the  nofe  : though  it  has  been  remarked, 
that  this  fymptom  although  one  of  the  mod  for- 
midable, may  be  entirely  wanting. 

That,  when  thefe  fymptoms  had  continued 
for  fome  days,  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient  and  degree  of  the  difeafe,  children  be- 
came pale  and  languid ; and  that  upon  looking 
into  the  throat,  the  tonfils  were  found  tonified, 
and  of  a dark  red  colour,  with  afh-coloured 
fpecks  upon  them,  and  in  fome  there  were  ex- 
tenfive  ulcerations.  The  parts  on  which  blitters 
had  been  applied  in  the  beginning  of  the  dif- 
eafe, and  which  had  been  apparently  healed,  often 
fphacelated  towards  the  conclufion. 
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The  infants  (he  reports)  gradually  declined  in 
their  ftrength,  and  had  a particular  catch  in  re- 
fpiration,  as  if  the  velum  pendulum  palati  were 
elongated.  They  were  unable  to  fuck,  though 
not  univerfally  ; fwallowed  with  difficulty  what- 
ever was  given  in  a fpoon , and  died  in  convul- 
fions,  or  with  all  the  marks  of  great  debility, 
though  not  on  any  particular  day  of  the  difeafe. 

Dr.  Denman  obferves,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
eight  months  he  had  attended  eight  children  in 
this  diforder,  fix  of  whom  died  ; that  the  body 
of  one  of  them  was  afterwards  opened  by  the 
late  Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Home,  but  that 
nothing  was  difcovered,  except  that  the  mem- 
brane lining  the  nofe  was  of  a dark  red  colour, 
and  its  blood  veffels  more  turgid  than  ordinary. 

The  true  nature  of  the  difeafe  and  confe- 
quently  its  appropriate  treatment  were  for  a 
confiderable'  time  but  imperfectly  underftood  j 
and  hence  arofe  its  frequent  fatality.  It  would 
be  fuperfluous,  therefore,  to  take  up  the  rea- 
der’s time  with  an  account  of  the  means  for- 
merly made  ufe  of ; neither  can  it  be  neceffary 
to  add  much  to  the  more  perfect,  though  hafty 
account,  I added,  to  the  lad  impreffion,  by  way 
of  appendix.  It  need  only  to  be  obferved,  that 
Dr.  Denman,  by  a fortunate  occurrence,  hav- 
ing difcovered  the  true  nature  of  this  difeafe, 
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has  in  confequence,  happily  adapted  a remedy 
that  has  proved  an  almoft  certain  cure  for  it,  if 
attended  to  in  time. 

The  true  fource  then  appears  to  be  a deflux- 
ion  and  inflammation  over  all  that  extent  of 
Schneider's  membrane  lining  the  antrum  High- 
morianum , pofteriour  noftrils,  and  contiguous 
parts.  Hence,  the  copious  fecretion  of  puru- 
lent matter  irritates  the  trachea,  and  produces 
that  fpafm,  and  croaking  noife,  with  recurring 
fenfe  of  fuffocation,  fo  uniformly  obferved  in 
this  difeafe.  By  defcending  into  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  it  diforders  thefe  parts ; and  if  not 
very  foon  properly  treated,  induces  fuch  general 
difeafe  as  presently  debilitates,  and  at  an  uncer- 
tain, but  generally  an  early  period,  carries  off 
' the  little  patient,  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
already  defcribed.  The  (tools,  it  may  be  no- 
ticed, are  oftentimes  thick  and  pafty,  and  when 
otherwife  after  repeated  purges,  they  are  of  a 
peculiar  green  colour,  or  fometimes  blue,  dif- 
ferent from  what  I have  noticed  on  almoft  any 
other  occafion. 

From  this  account  of  the  diforder,  an  atten- 
tion to  the  Bate  of  the  bowels,  as  I intimated  in 
the  firft  inftance  J had  feen  of  it,  is  the  mani- 
felt  indication;  but  with  this  further  light 
thrown  upon  it  by  Dr.  Denman,  that  keeping 
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them  very  open,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  lodgment 
of  the  matter  falling  into  them,  is  the  grand 
mean  of  cure:  there  being  much  lefs  to  be 
effected  by  abforbents  and  ant-acids  to  correct 
the  conftant  fournefs,  and  ill-condition  of  the 
ftools,  than  by  carrying  them  off  fpeedily  and 
frequently. 

To  this  end,  one  or  more  tea-fpoonsful  of 
caftor-oil  fhould  be  given  every  day,  fo  as  to 
procure  three  or  four  motions  daily.  If  a child 
fhould  be  weakened  by  this  mean,  which  will 
rarely  be  the  cafe,  fome  cordial  medicine  fhould 
be  occafionally  interpofed  ; or  fhould  this  prove 
infufficient  to  fupport  the  infant,  the  purgative 
mull  be  fomewhat  abated  : but  it  is  remarkable, 
that  even  weak  infants  endure  purging  better 
under  this  complaint  than  any  other,  unlefs  it  be 

the  tooth-fever.  If  a convuifion  fit  fhould  fu- 

* • 

pervene,  as  it  fometimes  does,  clyfters,  and  the 
ufual  remedies  forfpafm  fhould  be  adminiftered, 
and  efpecially  the  cordial ; which  breaking  off 
wind  from  the  ftomach,  and  giving  tone  to  the 
bowels,  becomes  a very  ufeful  one  in  this  cafe. 
In  feveral  inftances,  a recourfe  to  opium,  or 
fyrup  of  white  poppies  has  been  attended  with 
good  effect ; and  may  in  that  cafe,  be  adminif- 
tered every  night  when  the  purgative  has  ope- 
rated properly.  Or  a good  medicine  in  many 
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cafes,  is  Dalby’s  carminative,  which  may  be 
given  every  fix  or  eight  hours ; and  particularly 
when  repeated  dofes  of  the  laxative  medicine  are 
given  through  the  day.  From  eight  to  twenty 
drops,  or  more,  may  in  that  cafe,  be  given  be- 
tween each  dofe  of  the  purgative. 

Under  fuch  treatment,  the  morbid-fnuffies 
has  been  found  to  yield  in  the  courfe  of  two  or 
three  weeks ; tome  purging  medicine  being  con? 
tinued  as  long  as  the  difcharge,  or  difficulty  of 
breathing  lliall  remain.  It,  however,  fometimes 
runs  on  as  much  longer,  and  is  attended  with  a 
fpafm  in  refpiration  as  if  the  infant  were  dying  : 
this  fymptom,  as  well  as  the  fnuffling,  often  re- 
curring fome  time  after  an  infant  has  feemed  to 
be  cured.  In  fuch  inftances,  betides  purging,  it 
has  been  thought  ufeful  to  foment  the  bridge  of 
the  note,  and  afterwards  apply  fome  aromatic 
liniment. 

When  the  diforder  is  found  not  only  to  hang 
on  for  many  weeks,  (as  it  fometimes  will  where 
it  has  not  been  peculiarly  violent)  but  together 
with  the  continued  ufe  of  purges,  to  keep  the 
mfant  pallid  and  feeble,  notwithftanding  the  ex- 
hibition of  cordial  medicines ; a recourfe  to  the 
deco&ion  of  oak-bark  has  at  once  removed  the 
fnuffling,  and  given  vigour  to  the  child  in  the 
courfe  even  of  a few  days.  A remedy  that  does  not 
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feem  to  be  fufficiently  known  for  this,  and  many 
other  complaints.  Indeed,  where  a tonic  medF 
cine  is  found  neceffary,  but  where  either  from  a 
febrile  diathefis,  or  a dilpofition  to  glandular 
obftrudtions,  the  cortex  peruvianus  may  be 
thought  inexpedient,  the  oak-bark  will  generally 
be  found  a fafe,  and  efficacious  medicine. 

It  is  neceffary  only  to  add,  that  though  this 
diforcler  had  never  until  very  lately  been  met  with 
after  the  month,  I have  feen  it  at  a more  ad- 
vanced age,  in  one,  or  more  inftances,  how- 
ever, it  has  been  thought,  I know  not  how 
juftly,  that  fome  flight  fymptoms  of  it  had,  in 

that  cafe,  appeared  in  the  month. 

\ 

Inward-Fits. 

It  has  been  already  faid,  that  any  derange- 
ment of  the  firft-pafTages  is  capable  of  giving 
rife  to  various  complaints,  among  which,  that 
of  inward-fits,  has  lately  been  taken  notice  of 
by  fome  medical  people,  but  I think  fcarcely 
deferves  the  name  of  adifeafe.  It  demands  at- 
tention, however,  becaufe  fo  much  has  been 
faid  about  it  as  to  create  apprehenfions,  left  this 
fubtile  difeafe  fhould  be  infenlibly  at  work, 
and  making  way  for  more  fevere,  and  outward 
convulfions. 
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This  complaint  may  take  place  at  any  period 
of  early  infancy,  and  is  laid  to  be  more  danger- 
ous the  younger  the  infant  may  be.  A conflant 
fymptom  in  this  kind  of  fit,  as  it  is  called,  is 
the  infant's  little  mouth  being  drawn  into  a 
fmile;  which  whoever  has  noticed  mull  have 
beheld  it  with  pleafure.  And  if  the  complaint 
extends  no  further  than  this  fmiling,  which  is 
generally  in  its  fleep,  it  arifes  merely  from  a little 
wind,  and  is  certainly  harmlefs,  becaufe  in  this 
cafe,  the  wind  is  not  really  confined  ; and  there- 
fore an  immediate  recourfe  to  emetics  or  purges, 
is  more  likely  to  do  harm,  by  flraining  the 
ftomach,  or  by  relaxing  the  bowels,  than  to  do 
any  good.  Every  body  is  acquainted  with  the 
effects  of  different  degrees  of  irritation  of  the 
nerves,  from  the  fenfation  produced  by  tickling  * 
with  a feather,  to  that  of  a hard  gripe,  or  a 
violent  ftroke.  The  firft  may  be  faid  to  be 
pleafing;  and  fuch,  I doubt  not,  is  the  fiimulus 
in  queftion  on  the  nervous  coat  of  the  ftomach 
of  little  infants,  and  therefore  produces  fo  agree- 
able a fmile,  that  I could  never  confider  it  any 
more  as  an  indication  of  mifehief,  than  of  pain. 
Indeed,  I know  of  no  complaint  that  ought  to 
be  termed  inward-fits ; and  I mention  this,  be- 
caufe nurfes  are  continually  talking  to  us  about 
them,  when  children  are  perfe&ly  well,  and 
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often  give  the  fond  parent  needlefs  diftrefs,  as 
well  as  many  an  unplealant  medicine  to  the 
child.  They  are  at  the  fame  time  treating  the 
true  convulfion,  whilft  flight,  in  the  fame  way, 
being  led  into  the  error  by  the  idea  of  inward- 
fits;  a term  they  are  ever  ufing,  but  have  no 
precife  ideas  of,  nor  do  any  two  of  them,  nor 
indeed,  medical  writers  intend  the  fame  thing, 
as  may  be  feen  by  fo  good  an  author  as  Stoll, 
in  his  late  publication.  It  were  therefore  better, 
perhaps,  the  term  were  altogether  abolifhed;  as 
the  child  is  either  evidently  convblfed,  or  has 
no  kind  of  fit,  at  lead:  none  for  which  any  re- 
medy can  be  offered. — Infants,  as  well  as  adults, 
do  fometimes,  indeed,  die  fuddenly  without 
any  manifeft  convulfion.  But  this  more  fre- 
quently happens  after  over-feeding,  and  arifes 
from  a fpafm  of  the  ftomach,  (of  which  I fhali 
treat  at  large,  in  the  chapter  on  true  convul- 
fions;)  or  fometimes  of  the  heart  or  lungs;  and 
infants  may  then  be  faid  to  die  of  inward-fits, 
there  being  no  external  convulfions.  Infants  are 
likewife  carried  off  fuddenly  from  water  in  the 
head;  of  which  I have  lately  feen  two  inftances 
in  the  fame  family,  (where  the  difeafe  was  afcer- 
tained  by  opening  the  cranium) ; both  the  chil- 
dren appearing  perfectly  well  only  a few  minutes 
before  they  died : but  neither  of  thefe  occafions 
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are,  by  any  means,  the  kind  of  affeflion  ufually 
underflood  by  the  term,  inward-fits. — If  the 
infant  fhould  fleep  too  long,  and  this  fmile 
fhould  often  return,  the  infant  may  be  taken 
up,  gently  tapped  on  the  back,  and  its  flomach 
and  belly  be  well  rubbed  by  the  fire ; which  is 
all  that  can  be  neceflary.  This  gentle  exercife 
will  bring  a little  wind  from  its  flomach,  and 
the  child  will  go  to  fleep  again  quietly. 

This  complaint,  however,  is  largely  treated 
of  by  fome  writers,  and  Dr.  Armstrong  wifhes 
to  give  a few  drops  of  the  wine  of  antimony ; 
but  it  is  very  apparent,  that  when  he  conliders 
it  as  worthy  of  more  attention  than  1 have  juft 
now  advifed,  it  is  either  a true  convulfion,  in 
which  the  eyes  are  diftorted,  and  the  mouth  is 
difcompofed,  inflead  of  putting  on  a fmile,  or 
elfe  he  is  prefcribing  for  another  difeafe  under 
the  name  of  inward-fits,  which  former  writers 
have  treated  under  the  head  of  diforders  arifing 
from  coftivenefs  and  wind.  But  if  this  little 
turn  of  the  features  fhould  arife  from  conflant 
over-feeding,  it  were  endlefs  to  adminifler  eme- 
tics; the  caufe  of  the  complaint  is  obvious,  and 
upon  the  removal  of  it  the  remedy  mull  reft. 

Such  has  ever  been  my  opinion  of  this  much- 
talked-of  complaint ; and  indeed,  I have  not  to 
this  day,  after  a good  deal  of  attention  to  in- 
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fants,  teen  any  thing  fufficient  to  induce  me  to  al- 
ter it ; or  I lliould  (even  in  a former  edition)  have 
retraded  the  preceding  obfervations.  As  I with, 
however,  to  afford  all  the  information  I can  on 
every  complaint,  I have  to  obferve,  that  a gen- 
tleman of  great  refpedability  and  experience, 
has  conceived  that  though  the  term,  inward- 
fits,  has  been  often  mifapplied,  there  is  really 
fuch  a complaint,  and  that  it  generally  proves 
fatal  Befides  a little  bluenefs  of  the  lips,  and 
ffight  turning  up  of  the  eyes,  often  noticed  by 
nurfes,  this  complaint  is  defcribed  as  attended 
with  a peculiar  found  of  the  voice,  (fomewhat 
like  the  croup)  and  a very  quick  breathing,  at 
intervals ; and'  is  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a fpafm 
of  the  ftomach,  lungs,  or  other  vital  organ. — 
A fpafm  I have  indeed  too  frequently  feen,  but 
certainly  very  different  from  that  ufually  ac- 
counted inward-fits. 

Thefe  fymptoms  are  faid  frequently  to  attack 
the  child  in  its  fleep;  and  in  their  commence- 
ment will  go  off  upon  taking  it  up  from  its  cra- 
dle* They  are  likewife  obferved  to  be  induced 
by  fucking  or  feeding,  and  to  be  increafed  upon 
any  little  exertion  of  body,  or  tranlient  furprife, 
and  in  this  manner  to  recur  for  a length  of  time, 
before  they  become  alarming.  The  remedies 
propofed  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint  are  an 


48 


Inward-Fits. 


emetic,  on  the  fird  attack,  and  afterwards  vola- 
tiles and  fetids ; but,  as  it  has  been  obferved, 
very  feldom  to  good  effect. 

It  was  not  till  after  fome  time,  that  1 could 
from  any  precife  opinion  of  this  complaint;  not 
having  met  with  it  during  many  years  clofe  at- 
tention to  the  diforders  of  children.  At  length, 
however,  indances  occurred  with  all  the  precife 
marks  of  the  complaint,  as  I noted  in  a former 
edition,  and  accordingly  offered  my  opinion 
with  a becoming  diffidence;  fome  cafes  being  at 
that  time  pending.  But  during  the  lad  three 
years  I have  been  further  acquainted  with  this 
extraordinary  fpafm,  and  have  fucceeded  in  re- 
moving it,  in  every  inflance,  by  treating  it  as  I 
had  before  hinted,  as  a chronical  croup,  by  ad- 
miniflering  different  antifpafmodics;  afa  hetida, 
ol.  fuccini,  tin£t.  fulig.  mufk,  or  cicuta  being 
prefcribed  as  particular  circumftances  have  indi- 
cated : and  fo  far  from  its  generally  proving  fatal, 

I have  not  been  able  to  learn  by  the  mod  diligent 
inquiries,  that  any  child  fo  affected,  excepting 
one,*  has  been  carried  off  fuddenly,  or  by  any 
thing  refembling  this  complaint. 

* This  infant  had  very  ievere  and  repeated  convulfiore  fits 
for  feveral  days,  together  with  the  croup,  and  was  fuf^e&ed 
to  have  water  in  the  head.  It  appeared,  however,  t*  be  at 
length  perfectly  recovered,  fo  that  Dr.  Reynolds  (tfho  at- 
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Since  the  laft  edition  I have  feen  the  chronical 
croup  more  frequently  in  children  of  various 
ages,  and  indifcriminately  in  thofe  nourifhed  by 
the  fpoon,  or  the  bread;.  I have  known  it  at- 
tended with  fevere  and  repeated  epileptic  fits, 

tended  with  me)  and  I had  taken  our  leave  for  about  a fort- 
night. The  fits  then  returned,  but  were  fo  flight  that  the 
apothecary  only  was  fent  to;  But  in  one,  the  molt  flight  of 
any,  the  infant  almoft  in  an  inflant  expired,  very  much  in 
the  manner  defcribed  by  the  gentleman  above  alluded  to. 
But  as  infants  not  unfrequently  die  fuddenly  of  hydroce- 
phalus,* and  as  that,  or  fome  other  morbid  affe&ion  of  the 
brain  had  been  fufpedled,  and  the  infant  was  not  opened ; 
the  conclufion  on  either  fide  is  incomplete. 

Should  it  be  obje&ed  that,  although  this  child  had  feveral 
true  convulfion  fits,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  effected 
with  the  crouping  noife,  and  that  thefe  returned  after  the 
croup  had  given  way;  yet  it  certainly  died  precifely  in  the 
fudden  manner  that  infants  are  faid  to  do  of  what  has  been 
termed  infant-fits;  and  therefore  neither  this  child,  nor  others 
who  recovered  under  the  treatment  defcribed,  had  a diforder 
that  ought  to  be  termed  fpafmodic  croup,  but  where  all  ill 
of  inward  fits,  although  only  one  of  them  died  fuddenly  as 
fuch  infants  ufually  do  : — Should  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
this  reafoning  be  granted,  (which  in  my  opinion  it  ought 
not)  yet  is  the  term,  inward-fits,  equally  improper,  and  no- 
wife defcriptive  of  fo  lingular  a difc^fe  as  is  intended  by  it; 
and  can  only  lead  to  an  indeterminate  ufe  of  a term  calcu- 
lated rather  to  obfcure  a dangerous  difeafe  than  to  lead  to 
any  good  practical  ufe. 


* See  the  chapter  on  Hydrocephalus . 
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(and  then  the  bowels  have  ufually  been  coftive, 
or  the  (tools  very  clayey) ; but  in  every  inftance, 
the  crouping  has  yielded,  and  (with  the  excep- 
tion above-mentioned)  children  have  continued 
well,  treated  all  of  them  as  for  the  chronical 
croup,  which  I (till  think  to  be  the  real  com- 
plaint. 

In  regard  to  coftivenefs  and  wind,  which  have 
been  faid  to  be  the  parent  of  wrhat  nurfes  com- 
monly term  inward-fits,  as  they  do  not  always 
arife  from  one  and  the  fame  caufe,  and  are  pro- 
ductive of  other  complaints  than  thofe  above 
mentioned,  I (hall  confiderthem  by  themfelves  ; 
which,  it  is  prefumed,  will  be  purfuing  a more 
rational  plan,  than  adhering  to  a term  obfeure 
in  itfelf,  and  indicative  of  a difeafe  not  well 
defined,  and  which  therefore  may  tend  to  mif- 
lead  the  inexperienced  reader. 

Disorders  arifing  from  Constipation  and 

Wind. 

It  has  been  ufual  with  ancient  writers,  when 
concifenefs  and  accuracy  were  not  fo  much  con- 
lidered  as  in  the  prelent  day,  to  treat  of  coftive- 
nefs and  wind  as  fpecific  complaints;  and  for 
the  reafons  aforementioned,  it  may  not  be  alto- 
gether improper  to  comply  with  this  cuitom. 


Constipation  and  Wind.  , 51 

Constipation  is  either  conflitutional,  or 
accidental,  which  ought  always  to  be  diftin- 
guilhed,  the  former  being  oftentimes  harmlefs ; 
and,  indeed,  children  of  fuch  a habit  of  body 
are  frequently  the  mold  thriving.  If  the  mother 
fhould  be  very  conftipated,  her  children  gene- 
rally are  fo;  and  fuch  a difpofition,  (whilfl  they 
continue  in  health)  ought  not  to  be  forcibly 
countera&ed,  though  it  will  be  prudent  care- 
fully to  watch  it.  And  this  will  be  efpecially 
neceffary,  in  the  cafe  of  children  who  are  fub- 
je&  to  fits;  fine  lufty  infants  being  often  feized 
with  violent  convulfions,  without  any  other  ap- 
parent caufe  than  a naturally  coftive  Hate  of  the 
bowels,  and  as  uniformly  recovered  from  the 
fits,  merely  by  procuring  flools,  and  breaking 
off  the  wind.  And  this  difpofition  to  fits  has 
taken  place  long  before  the  ordinary  period  of 
teething,  and  has  continued  till  children  have 
been  a twelvemonth  old ; at  which  time  the 
folids,  and  efpecially  the  nervous  fyftem,  have 
appeared  to  get  ftronger.  In  i fuch  habits,  a 
quarter  of  an  ounce  of  manna,  or  the  like  quan- 
tity of  the  fyrup  of  rofes,  may  be  put  into  any 
liquid,  and  as  much  of  it  given  by  tea-fpoons- 
ful,  as  fhall  open  the  belly.  Or  fhould  thefe 
prove  infufficient,  a dram  of  ol.  ricini,  may  be 
- taken  two  or  three  times  a week:  or  a few  grains 
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of  the  pulv.  fol.  fennae,  or  its  extract,  with,  or 
without,  aduflof  grated  nutmeg,  or  cloves:  oi 
a few  drops  of  the  tincft.  aloes  comp,  to  infants 
of  fome  months  old.  But  it  were  needlefs  to 
obferve  to  mofl  readers,  that  rhubarb  will  not 
be  a fit  purgative,  though  it  be  joined  with 
magnefia,  which  will  not  fufficiently  counteract 
its  reftringency,  howfoever  proper  in  certain 
cafes  3 though  the  obfervation  may  be  proper, 
that  nurfes  may  be  cautioned  on  this  head,  with 
whom  it  is  fo  frequent  a prefcription,  during  the 
month ; and  whofe  indifcriminate  ufe  of  it  is 
fometimes  prejudicial.  Rhubarb,  or  magnefia, 
alone,  as  the  child  is  naturally  coftive,  or  other- 
wife,  generally  anfwering  all  the  purpofe  intend- 
ed, efpecially  for  very  young  infants  whilft  the 
union  makes  an  unneceftary  addition  to  the  bulk 
of  the  medicine,  which  Ihould  always  be  avoid- 
ed. A few  grains  of  magnefia  in  a fpoonful  of 
dill,  or  common  water,  and  fweetened  with  a 
little  manna,  or  fyrup  of  rofes,  forms  a much 
neater  medicine,  (which  may  be  quickened  and 
warmed  by  the  addition  of  a few  drops  of  tinc- 
ture of  fenna)  and  in  coftive  habits,  which 
ufually  abound  with  acidity,  anfwers  very  well 
in  early  infancy. 

But  if  the  child  be  otherwife  in  health,  it 
has  been  faid,  it  is,  in  general,  inadvifeable  to  do 
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much  to  counteract  the  natural  habit  of  body.* 

I have  formerly,  even  during  the  month,  di- 
rected manna,  to  the  dofe  of  half  an  ounce  at  a 
time,  to  very  little  purpofe,  unlefs  it  was  almofl 
daily  repeated,  and  have  at  other  times  given 
from  three  to  five  grains  of  jalap;  till  I learned, 
that  there  are  fome  confiitutions,  even  in  infants, 
where  the  bowels  cannot  be  kept  open  without  a 
daily  exhibition  of  fome  purgative  medicine,  and 
that  many  fuch  children  are  as  well  left  to  them- 
felves,  or  at  lead,  require  only  to  be  watched. 
If  a {tool  fhould  be  wanted,  however,  a fuppoii- 
tory  (or  dry-clyfier)  made  of  a little  flip  of 
paper,  or  linen-cloth,  twilled  up,  and  well 
moiftened  with  oil,  may  be  very  eafily  introdu- 
ced, and  will  generally  anfwer  the  purpofe : or 
fhould  this  fail?  a bit  of  Caftile  foap,  mallow- 

* I have  attended  in  many  families  of  numerous  children, 
all  of  whom  have  grown  up  ftrong  and  healthy,  but  been  un- 
commonly coftive,  and  from  their  infancy  have  been  for 
feveral  days  without  a motion  ; nor  would  any  gentle  means 
procure  it  ftatedly.  And  on  the  day  when  this  note  was 
made,  I was  confulted  for  an  infant  of  only  three  weeks  old, 
who  had  had  no  ftool  for  five  days,  and  yet  was  perfe&ly 
healthy  and  eafy.  This  is  not  mentioned,  indeed,  to  lead 
practitioners  to  abate  of  their  attention  to  a coftive  habit  of 
body  in  infants ; but  in  proof  only  of  its  being  in  fome  in- 
ftances  innoxious,  and  therefore  no  caufe  of  alarm  as  long  a$ 
children  are  otherwife  perfettly  well.  , 

E 3 


54 


Disorders  arising  from 

root,  red  beet,  or  a parfley  ftalk,  may  be  intro- 
duced in  like  manner.  Thefe  means  will  be 
aflifted,  and  a coftive  habit  relieved,  by  rub- 
bing the  flomach  and  bowels  frequently  every 
day  with  a warm  hand,  or  piece  of  flannel. 

Should  fuch  a coftive  and  windy  ftate  of  the 
bowels  produce  griping  pains,  which  may  gene- 
rally be  known  by  the  drawing  up  of  the  legs, 
or  of  the  fcrotum,  and  a certain  manner  of  cry- 
ing, it  will  be  proper  to  apply  external  warmth 
to  the  flomach  and  bowels,  by  means  of  heated 
bran,  or  camomile  flowers,  put  into  a foft  flan- 
nel-bag ; which  will  both  tend  to  abate  the 
pain,  and  aflift  the  operation  of  the  laxative. 
Or  fhould  the  coftivenefs  be  accidental,  it  muft 
fpeedily  be  remedied  and  if  the  occafion  of  it 
be  an  improper  food,  which  is  very  often  the 
cafe,  the  food  muft  immediately  be  changed. 
If  the  child  be  not  ufually  coftive,  rhubarb, 
it  has  been  faid,  is  often  the  beft  purgative,  as  it 
ftrengthens  the  bowels  afterwards,  infants  being 
much  more  fubjecl  to  an  over-purging  than  to 
almoft  any  other  complaint,  efpecially  if  brought 
up  by  hand.  It  fometimes  happens,  however, 
that  much  more  powerful  medicines  than  rhu- 
barb may  be  required,  whether  the  child  be  na- 
turally coftive,  or  not ; and  in  fuch  cales,  much 
caution  is  neceflary  : for,  where  a proper  dofe  of 
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fenna-tea  has  proved  ineffectual,  it  is  furprifing 
what  large  doles  even  of  rough  purges  have  been 
given  in  vain,  or  fometimes  to  the  injury  of  the 
child.  On  fuch  occafions,  i would  rather  advife 
a recourfe  to  clyfters,  and  efpecially  thofe  made 
of  fuccotorine  aloes.  From  five  to  twenty 
grains,  according  to  the  age  of  the  infant,  dif- 
folved  in  boiled  milk,  will  rarely,  if  ever,  fail  of 
procuring  a ftool,  and  will  often  procure  two  or 
three,  efpecially  if  preceded  by  the  exhibition 
of  a purge.  But  even  draftic  clyfters  ftiould  be 
adminiftered  with  caution,  and  ought  not  to  be 
very  often  repeated,  efpecially  to  very  young 
children  ; though  lets  hazardous,  in  every  view, 
than  the  frequent  repetition  of  purges  of  a fimi- 
lar  kind,  and  when  ufed  alternately  with  gentle 
purges,  become  expedient  and  beneficial. 

Some  writers,  particularly  the  French , have 
much  too  frequently  advifed  oil  of  almonds  for  in- 
fants of  fuch  a habit.  Mr.  Le  Febure  de  Vil- 
lebrune  therefore,  in  a note  to  the  tranllation 
with  which  he  has  honoured  my  firft  edition  of 
the  difeafes  of  children,  teftifies  his  preference 
to  oils 3 but  I muft  beg  leave,  in  turn,  to  differ 
from  him,  being  perfuaded,  there  are  few  cafes 
betide  diforders  of  the  cheft,  in  which  any  kind 

of  unCtuous  oil,  but  that  of  caftor,  will  not  be 
• • • 

injurious  to  young  infants,  and  particularly  if 
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affections  of  the  firft  paffages.— It  is  dubious, 
however,  whether  oil  of  almonds,  or  of  olives 
always  proves  a lavative,  or  whether  by  dimi- 
nilhing  the  natural  force  and  aCtion  of  the  intef- 
tines,  it  may  not  frequently  prove  the  reverfe. 

As  there  is  ufually  too  much  acidity  in  the 
firft-paflages  in  coftive  and  windy  habits,  a little 
magnefia  may  be  given  for  a few  days  after  the 
coftivenefs  has  been  removed ; and  if  the  child 
be  fuckled,  the  nurfe’s  diet  rmift  be  attended  to. 
If  any  flatulency  fhould  (till  remain,  (which  will 
not  often  be  the  cafe,  if  it  has  arifen  merely  from 
conflipation)  a little  dill-water,  is  a very  fafe  and 
gentle  carminative ; or  fhould  one  more  pow- 
erful be  expedient,  the  fluid  parts  of  the  warm 
opening  mixture  direCted  in  the  chapter  on  purg- 
ing may  be  given,  without  fhaking  up  the  vial. 
But  if  the  flatulency  be  an  attendant  upon  a lax 
flate  of  the  bowels  and  indigeflion,  its  remedy 
will  confift  in  the  removal  of  thofe  complaints, 
which  will  be  noticed  in  their  place. 

It  may  be  expeCted,  however,  that  a word  o,r 
two  more  fhould  be  laid  in  regard  to  wind,  which 
may  likewife  fometimes  prove  a real  complaint, 
though  it  fhould  not  happen  to  be  fo  confined 
as  actually  to  become  an  occafion  of  fits.  It  is 
ufually,  indeed,  but  a mere  fymptom  of  fome 
preceding  or  attending  complaints  nor  are  its 
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troublefome  effects  either  occafioned  or  increafed 
by  air  taken  in  with  the  food,  as  many  people 
have  imagined ; atmofpheric  air  being  effentialiy 
different  from  that  produced  by  indigeftion, 
whether  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  flomach, 
as  it  is  called,  or  the  improper  quality  or  quan- 
tity of  the  food  taken  into  it.  It  may  however, 
in  conjun&ion  with  other  caufes,  prove  a fource 
of  many  complaints,  and  create  watchfulnefs, 
ftartings,  hiccoughs,  vomitings,  and  even  con- 
vulfions,  if  not  timely  attended  to,  efpecially  if 
the  infant  be  coftive.  A principal  remedy  in 
that  cafe  will  confifl  in  keeping  the  bowels  open. 

The  only  inftances  that  I remember  to  have 
met  with  of  wind  proving  of  much  confequence, 
when  not  preceded  by  other  complaints,  have 
been  in  very  lufly  new-born  infants,  whofe  mo- 
thers have  alfo  been  peculiarly  diftreffed  by  af- 
fections of  that  kind.  This  is,  indeed,  a fome- 
what  anile  way  of  fpeaking,  but  it  ftates  the 
precife  fa6t ; and  one  inftance  of  an  infant  buf- 
fering in  this  way  was  fo  remarkable,  that  it  may 
be  worth  noticing  in  this  place. 

In  this  cafe,  the  meconium  began  to  pafs  off 
foon  after  birth,  but  not  without  repeated  clyf- 
ters,  purgatives,  and  the  warm-bath,  and  was 
peculiarly  vifcid,  as  well  as  in  vaft  quantity. 
The  infant,  the  meanwhile,  appeared  for  feveral 
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days  likely  to  be  firangled,  and  was  black  in  the 
face,  merely  through  the  abundance  of  wind  in 
the  firft-paffages  ; though  it  was  breaking  off 
both  by  the  mouth  and  the  bowels,  and  by  that 
peculiar,  and  very  loud  noife,  when  it  came  up- 
wards, obferved  oftentimes  in  the  hyfterical 
fpafm  of  adults,  and  continuing,  with  only  fhort 
intervals,  for  feveral  hours  together  ; fo  that  the 
infant  was  feveral  times  thought  to  be  dying. 
The  whole  face,  except  the  nofe,  became  ex- 
ceedingly fwelled,  fo  that  the  infant  could  fcarce- 
ly  open  its  eyes,  though  without  any  decoloura- 
tion of  the  fkin  ; being  probably  owing  to  wind 
diffufed  through  the  cellular  membrane,  (as  hath 
been  known  to  happen  in  the  cafe  of  a fmall 
wound  of  the  lungs  from  a fradured  rib;)  the 
tumour  fubfiding  immediately  upon  getting  rid 
of  the  wind  from  the  ftomach  and  bowels. 

Thefe  fymptoms,  however,  yielded  to  carmi- 
native juleps,  and  purging  medicines,  (which  is 
all  that  mere  windy  complaints  ufually  require) ; 
and  the  infant  after  the  meconium  was  all  come 
away,  was  freed  from  every  complaint,  without 
any  further  femblance  of  fits,  which  before  had 
been  frequently  apprehended. 
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Vigilje,  or  Watchings. 

W ATCHING,  or  want  of  fleep  is  fre- 
quently a fymptom  of  the  foregoing  complaints, 
and  in  that  cafe,  may  be  removed  by  opening 
the  belly,  and  afterwards  adminiftering  fome 
pleafant  and  carminative  abforbent  julep;  which 
will  then  frequently  a6t  like  an  opiate,*  by  re- 
ftoring  reft.  Sometimes,  indeed,  this  fucceeds 
fo  well,  when  given  in  large  dofes,  that  we  are 
fufpecfted  of  having  really  given  fome  narcotic 
medicine ; which  doubtlefs,  would  in  thefe  cafes 
prove  exceedingly  hurtful,  as  the  watchfulnefs  is 
generally  a mere  fymptom,  and  not  adifeafe; 
though  when  very  obftinate,  it  is  fometimes  the 
harbinger  of  epilepfy,  and  then  requires  purga- 
tive medicines. 

Watchings  may  arife  from  worms,  purging, 
or  gripings,  whether  from  acrid  breaft-milk,  or 
other  food,  and  from  indigeftion,  as  well  as  from 
every  thing  capable  of  producing  pain  ; each  of 
which  probable  caufes  fhould  be  very  attentively 
inquired  into  before  we  prefcribe  for  the  com- 
plaint, and  will  therefore  be  diftinftly  conlldered 


* See  Harris  De  Morbls  acutis  Infantum . 
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in  their  proper  place.  The  ufual  fource  may, 
indeed,  be  faid  to  be  fome  default  in  the  fird- 
pafifages,  and  in  very  young  infants  is  frequently 
owing  to  coftivenefs.  I fhall  only  obferve  fur- 
ther, if  watchfulnefs  be  confined  only  to  the 
night,  it  is  probable  the  child  fleeps  too  long  in 
the  day-time,  which  may  be  remedied  by  keep- 
ing ifc  moving,  and  playing  with  it  throughout 
the  day  ; of  which  little  matters  further  notice 
will  be  taken  in  the  part  devoted  to  the  Manage- 
ment of  Infants . 

Aphthae,  or  the  Thrush, 

JHaVING  confidered  thefe  lighter  early  com- 
plaints, I proceed  to  others  which  equally  owe 
their  origin  to  fome  affedion  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  are  oftentimes  of  a more  ferious  na- 
ture. 

One  of  the  mod  important  of  thefe  diforders, 
is  the  Thrufh ; a complaint  that,  probably,  de- 
pends not  a little  upon  the  different  natural 
habit  of  infants,  as  well  as  upon  their  manage- 
ment, particularly  in  regard  to  food,  air,  and 
the  date  of  the  bowels.  This  feems  to  be  the 
cafe,  inafmuch  as  the  thrufh  is  fometimes  found 
to  feize  every  infant  in  certain  families,  in  what- 
ever way  the  children  may  be  managed  as  well 
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as  to  occur  occafionally  in  others,  upon  a want 
of  proper  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  where  a great  number  of  other  children, 
properly  watched,  have  uniformly  efcaped  it. 
Inftances  of  the  latter  kind  may  have  been  no- 
ticed, where  the  mother  happening  to  be  ill,  the 
whole  attention  of  the  family  has  been  thereby 
engaged  ; or,  where  one  infant  has  been  put  out 
to  nurfe,  whiift  all  the  reft  of  the  children  have 
been  carefully  brought  up  at  home. 

It  is  amongft  the  vulgar  errors,  however,  that 
the  thrufh  is  a very  harmlefs  complaint,  or  is 
even  definable  to  a child  in  the  month  ; for  it  is 
laid,  if  it  does  not  then  make  its  appearance,  it 
certainly  will  at  a more  advanced  age,  and  will 
then  prove  fatal,  or  at  leaft,  attend  the  patient  in 
his  laft  illnefs.  The  faft  is,  it  is  a difeafe  of 
debility,  and  therefore  attacks  very  young,  and 
very  old  fubje&s,  efpeciaily  if  otherwife  weak- 
ened. From  the  above  miftake,  however,  the 
diforder  is  often  neglected  in  the  beginning, 
whereby  the  acidity  in  the  firft-paflages  is  buf- 
fered to  increafe,  which  always  aggravates  the 
complaint.  It  is,  indeed,  a much  milder  dif- 
order in  this  Ifland  than  on  moft  parts  of  the 
Continent,  (though,  a priori,  we  might,  perhaps, 
fuppofe  it  would  be  otherwife)  particularly  in 
France , where  it  reigns  as  a malignant  epidemic, 
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efpecially  in  the  Hotel  Dieu , and  Foundling  Hof- 
ptals , known  by  the  names  of  Muguet  and  Mil- 
let.* The  thrufh,  however,  is  as  much  a dif- 
eafe,  as  any  other  complaint  that  appears  in  the 
month,  and  is  conne&ed  with  molt  of  the  fore- 
going; a proper  attention  to  which,  it  has  been 
fuggefted,  may  very  frequently  prevent  it. 

This  diforder  is  fo  well  known,  as  fcarcely  to 
require  any  defcription,  and  generally  appears 
firft  in  the  angles  of  the  lips,  and  then  on  the 
tongue  and  cheeks,  in  the  form  of  little  white 

* It  has  been  already  remarked,  that  feveral  hofpital  dif- 
eafes  in  France  are  more  complex  than  with  us,  and  poffibly 
from  their  Infirmaries  receiving  a much  greater  number  of 
patients  than  ours,  and  their  apartments  and  beds  being  con- 
fequently  lefs  clean,  as  well  as  the  air  foul,  and  difpofed  to 
multiply  contagion. 

This  is  remarkably  the  cafe  in  regard  to  the  difeafes  of 
infants,  whofe  temperament  is  a lingular  union  of  debility 
and  fpafm,  which  the  French  have  aptly  termed  Laxite  «w- 
hratile. 

The  Muguet  is  a linking  inllance  of  the  above  mentioned 
tendency,  it  being  altogether  an  hofpital  difeafe;  which 
though  diftinguilhed  by  this  name,  appears  to  be  a malig- 
nant thrulh,  and  is  frequently  attended  with  a fpecies  of  the 
infantile  eryfipelas.*  When  fo  accompanied,  it  is  faid  to  be 
conllantly  fatal,  unlefs  the  hard  and  tumid  parts  terminate  in 
benign  abfcefles,  and  fuppurate  kindly ; which  is  rarely  the 
cafe,  they  being  more  commonly  found  to  mortify. 

* See  Memoir e:  de  la  S octet  e Roy  ale  de  Medicine  y anno  1779* 
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(peeks.  Thefe  increafing  in  number  and  fize, 
run  together  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
degree  of  malignity ; compofing  a thin,  white 
cruft,  which  at  length  lines  the  whole  infide  of 
the  mouth,  from  the  lips  even  to  the  oefopha- 
gus,  and  is  faid  to  extend  into  the  ftomach,  and 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  inteftincsj  pro- 
ducing;; alfo  a rednefs  about  the  anus.  When  the 

O 

cruft  falls  off,  it  is  frequently  fucceeded  by 
others  of  a darker  colour : but  this  is  true  only 
in  the  word  kind  of  thrufh,  for  there  is  a milder 
fort,  that  is  fpread  thinly  over  the  lips  and 
tongue,  which  returns  a great  many  times,  and 
always  lafts  for  feveral  weeks.  I have  feen  this 
fo  very  often  the  cafe,  that  when  I obferve  a 
child  to  have  the  complaint  very  (lightly,  and 
that  it  does  not  increafc  after  two  or  three  days, 
I venture  to  pronounce  it  likely  to  continue  a 
long  time,  but  that  it  will  be  of  no  confequence. 
Care,  however,  ought  to  be  taken  that  the  child 
be  not  expofed  to  cold. — It  is  an  old  obfervation, 
and  there  is  fome  foundation  for  it,  that  very  long 
fleeping  in  the  courfe  of  the  firft  week  or  two,  is 
often  a forerunner  of  this  complaint. 

The  thrufh,  in  its  commencement,  is  faid  to 
be  generally  attended  with  fever  ; but  thofe  who 
have  been  of  this  opinion,  do  not  feem  to  have 
made  what  is  a very  neceffary  diftindion,  fince 
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I have,  by  no  means,  found  this  to  be  the  cafe 
where  the  thrufh  is  an  original  difeafe.  When 
confequent  to  fevere  bowel  complaints,  eryfipelas, 
and  other  infantile  diforders,  it  is,  indeed,  often 
accompanied  with  fever,  and  when  fo,  proves 
either  favourably  critical,  or  the  infant  ufually 
finks  very  foon.  In  ordinary  cafes,  however,  I 
am  confident  in  nine  out  of  ten,  there  is  not  the 
leaft  fever,  though  the  mouth  is  often  fo  much 
heated  as  to  excoriate  the  nipples  of  the  nurfe, 
and  become  fo  tender,  that  the  child  is  often  ob- 
ferved  to  fuck  with  relu&ance  and  caution.  In 
very  bad  kinds  of  thrufh,  it  has  been  hinted,  a 
fever  may  attend  ; but  even  here  it  does  not 
appear  at  the  commencement  of  the  complaint, 
but  rather  towards  the  clofej  the  fever  alfo  being 
of  the  low  kind.  And  this  is  owing  to  the  ge- 
neral ill  health  induced  by  the  morbid  date  of 
the  gadric  juices  and  alimentary  canal,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  common  hectic  fever  is  in- 
duced by  the  long  continuance  of  other  bowel 
complaints. 

Zuingerus,*  indeed,  gives  an  indance  of 
fever  accompanying  this  complaint ; but  it  was 
in  a child  of  four  years  of  age,  and  the  thrufh 
not  the  original  difeafe.  Symptoms  of  flight  in-' 

* Theod.  Zuingeri,  Archiatri  Basil.  Pedojatreja  Prac- 
tica,  1722. 
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flammatory  fever  had  preceded  the  thrufh,  which 
appeared  a little  the  next  day,  and  both  that  and 
the  fever  were  increafed  the  day  after.  On  the 
third,  both  were  confiderably  abated,  and  on  the 
fourth  day  the  child  was  perfectly  well. 

Jt  has  long  been  a received  opinion,  that  the 
thrufli  mull  appear  at  the  anus,  and  many  people 
will  not  allow  it  to  be  cured  if  it  does  not,  and 
for  the  like  reafon,  they  always  fuppofe  it  to  be 
going  off  when  this  rednefs  takes  place.  But  the 
truth  is,  that  its  appearance  there  is  only  a 
mark  of  the  degree  of  the  difeafe,  or  of  the  aci- 
dity that  occafions  it,  and  not  in  the  lead  of  its 
cure ; and  is  not,  therefore,  generally  to  be 
wifhed  for.  The  rednefs  about  this  part  is  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fharpnefs  of  the  fecretions  in  the 
bowels,  and  confequently  of  the  ftools,  which 
flightly  inflame  and  fometimes  excoriate  the 
parts  about  the  anus,  and  in  a bad  thrufli  wall 
do  fo  long  before  the  complaint  is  going  off ; but 
in  the  lighter  kind,  no  fuch  effects  are  produced, 
or  are,  at  lead,  very  flight.  And,  indeed,  this 
rednefs  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  to  me  as  an 
indication  that  infants  mud,  unobferved,  have 
already  had  a flight  thrufli,  or,  according  to 
others,  be  likely  to  differ  by  it  very  foon,  where 
children  have,  neverthelefs,  efcaped  it  altogether; 
that  I have  ventured  to  imagine  fuch  infants  may 
vol.  i.  F 
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be  lead  of  all  liable  to  it,  if  otherwife  in  good 
health,  at  lead,  my  experience  feems  to  fupport 
that  idea.  And  I have  even  conceived,  that  the 
acidity  of  the  fird-padages  being  in  fome  chil- 
dren more  confined,  may  prove  a remote  caufe 
of  fuch  infants  being  troubled  with  the  thrufli ; 
whild  others  by  an  open  belly,  and  dronger  vif- 
cera,  may  efcape  it,  at  the  expence  only  of  this 
forenefs  of  the  external  parts,  which  often  con- 
tinues for  feveral  days.  And  this  has  led  fome 
people,  on  the  other  hand,  to  call  this  fimple  red- 
nefs,  the  thrufli,  and  we  therefore  often  hear  it 
faid,  that  children  have  had  it  only  in  this  part. 

A principal  remote  Cause  of  this  difeafe, 
feems  to  be  indigedion,  whether  occafioned  by 
bad  milk,  or  other  unwholefome  food,  or  by  the 
weaknefs  of  the  domach. — Perhaps  thick  vic- 
tuals, particularly  if  taken  hot,  and  made  very 
fweet ; alfo  covering  the  face  of  the  child  when 
it  fleeps,  or  its  breathing  the  confined  air  of  the 
mother’s  bed,  may  be  amongd  thefe  caufes,  and 
ought  therefore  to  be  avoided. — The  proximate 
caufe,*  is  the  thicknefs,  or  acrimony  of  the  juices 

# If  fuch  a term,  after  all  that  Gaubius  and  later  pro- 
fefiors  have  advanced,  may  be  ufed  in  any  fenfe  diftinguifti- 
able  from  the  difeafe  itfelf,  it  is  prefumed,  that  the  circum- 
ftances  enumerated  may  be  diftinguilhed  from  thofe  termed 
remote  caufes.  Should  this  not  be  allowed  qf,  the  term. 
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fecreted  from  the  glands  of  the  mouth,  fauces, 
ftomach,  &c.  producing  heat  and  forenefs  in 
thefe  parts. — A tea-fpoonful  of  cold  water  given 
every  morning  has  been  thought  a good  prophy- 
lactic : but  keeping  the  bowels  duly  open,  is 
certainly  a much  better. 

The  means  of  Cure  muft  be  fufficiently  ob- 
vious, if  due  attention  be  paid  to  the  nature  and 
occafion  of  the  complaint.  As  a general  obfer- 
vation,  it  may  be  faid,  that  when  the  thrufh  at- 
tacks robuft  infants  of  a coftive  habit  of  body,  it 
is  eafily  cured,  and  indeed  requires  nothing  more 
than  keeping  the  bowels  well  open ; for  which 
purpofe,  the  daily  exhibition  of  caftor-oil  is, 
ufually,  the  fitted:  mean.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
the  complaint  is  attended  with  fome  hazard  in 
delicate  infants  whofe  bowels  have  been  previoufly 
weak,  and  efpecially  where  the  child  is  nourifhed 

proximate  caufe , Teems  to  be  perfectly  ufelefs,  and  one  to 
which  we  can  never  affix  any  precife  ideas ; the  caufe  and  the 
ejfett  being  confounded. — But  I do  not  mean  to  enter  far 
into  fuch  a controverfy,  and  have  touched  upon  it  rather  by 
way  of  apology  for  the  ufe  I have  made  of  the  term,  in  this 
and  other  parts,  and  to  mark  an  obfcurity  which  I leave  thofe 
to  fettle  whofe  province  it  may  be  to  take  the  lead  in  fuch 
matters.  It  were  well,  however,  if  fome  able  pathologifl 
could  affix  fome  idea  that  might  be  univerfally  adopted,  fo 
that  when  we  meet  with  the  term  in  different  authors,  no 
reader  might  be  at  a lofs  for  the  meaning. 
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only  by  the  fpooti.  Much  has  been  faid  in  fa- 
vour of  emetics,  efpecially  wine  of  antimony,  as 
being  almofl  a fpecific  for  this  difeafe,  but  I can- 
not fay  it  has  proved  fo  with  me, — unlefs  in  the 
(light  cafes  juft  mentioned ; nor  can  I fee  any 
fufficient  caufe  tor  departing  from  the  more  an- 
cient practice,  in  the  treatment  of  this  very  com- 
mon complaint. 

There  can  be  no  objection,  after  having  pro- 
perly opened  the  bowels,  to  adminiftering  an 
emetic,  and  where  the  thrufti  is  of  a dark  co- 
lour, and  the  whole  infide  of  the  cheeks  is  lined 
with  it,  I am  perfuaded,  it  may  be  ufeful,  by 
emptying  the  ftomach  of  the  crude  juices  oozing 
into  it  from  the  glands  of  this  part.  But,  I think 
it  would  be  almoft  as  endlefs,  as  it  would  gene- 
rally be  prejudicial,  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of 
emetics,  for  days,  and  even  weeks  together,  and 
is  both  a fevere,  and  an  unnatural  method  of 
treating  a tender  infant,  in  which  the  bowels  are 
always  the  moft  natural  outlet  for  its  complaints ; 
on  which,  therefore,  nature  uniformly  throws  the 
offending  matter  on  almoft  every  occafion,  as  ap- 
pears plainly  in  teething,  in  which  the  firft-pai- 
fages  cannot  be  primarily  affedted.  Should  the 
vinum  antimonii,  indeed,  be  deemed  ufeful  other- 
wife  than  as  an  emetic  or  purgative,  and  by  any 
alterative  virtues  capable  of  removing  certain 
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morbid  a&ions  of  the  glands  feated  in  the  firft- 
paflages,  a recourfe  to  it  would  certainly  be  ra- 
tional ; but  I have  myfelf  had  no  fuch  evidence. 

I believe,  therefore,  that  where  there  is  no 
fever,  nor  any  uncommon  fymptom,  tedaceous 
powders  are  the  bed  and  fafdft  remedy ; which 
may  be  joined  with  a little  magnefia,  if  the  body 
be  codive ; or  if  in  the  other  extreme,  and  the 
child  is  very  weakly,  two  or  three  grains  of  the 
compound  powder  of  contrayerva  in  its  dead. 
Some  fuch  preparation  diould  be  adminidered 
for  three  or  four  days  fucceflively,  and  afterwards 
fomething  more  purgative,  to  carry  down  the 
dales  as  they  fall  off  from  the  parts.  For  this 
purpofe,  rhubarb  is  generally  the  bed ; but  when 
the  thrufh  is  very  violent,  is  of  a dark  colour, 
has  come  on  very  rapidly,  and  the  child  is  ludy 
and  drong,  a grain  or  two  of  the  pulv.  e fcam- 
mon.  cum  calomel : * may  be  joined  with  it, 
agreeably  to  the  idea  of  Heister,  and  the  tes- 
taceous powders  be  repeated  for  two  or  three  days 

* A very  good  method  of  adminiftering  this  powder,  and 
other  metalline  preparations,  is  that  firft  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Armjirong , by  directing  them  in  the  form  of  a pill,  which  may 
be  broken  into  fmall  pieces,  and  given  mixed  up  with  the 
child’s  food  ; by  which  means,  they  will  not  precipitate,  and 
be  left  at  the  bottom  of  the  fpoon,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe 
when  fuch  remedies  are  adminiftered  in  powders. 
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as  before,  till  the  diforder  begins  to  give  way. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  an  infant  with  this  bad 
thrufh  is  weak  and  delicate,  a decodtion  of  the 
bark,  with  aromatic  confedtion  is  found  the  bed 
remedy 

/ 

The  choice  of  the  teftaceous  powders,  on  which 
fome  writers  have  faid  fo  much,  is,  I believe,  of 
very  little  importance : the  pureft  and  foftefl  are 
preferable.  The  defign  of  thefe  medicines,  being 
to  abforb  and  correct  the  predominant  acidity,* 
their  effedt  will  be  difcovered  from  the  kind  of 
ftools  that  fucceed,  and  the  dofe  may  therefore 
be  increafed  or  diminifhed,  or  they  may  be  alto- 
gether difcontinued,  as  circumflances  diredt.  In 
the  mean  time,  if  the  child  is  fuckled,  the  nurfe’s 
diet  fhould  be  attended  to,  and  in  general,  her 
ufual  quantity  of  porter  or  ale,  (which  is  almoft 

* The  French  phyficians  are  of  opinion,  that  the  thrufh  is 
owing  to  what  they  call  a putrid  alcaline  humour,  or  fome- 
thing  analogous  thereto,  rather  than  to  an  acid.  But  this 
cannot  be  the  cafe  in  the  ordinary  thrufh,  as  is  manifeft  both 
from  the  appearance,  and  the  four  fmell  of  the  ftools,  as  well 
as  from  the  more  certain  remedies  for  the  complaint,  which 
arealcalis  and  abl'orbents.h — The  malignant  thrufh,  (already 
hinted  at)  which  appears  in  fome  of  their  crouded  hofpitals, 
is  certainly  a very  different  complaint,  and  feems  indeed,  to 
be  of  a outrid  nature. 

•f  See  the  IntroduHien  to  the  Third  Volume,  where  thefe 
evidences  are  fully  confidered. 
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always  more  than  fufficient)  fhould  be  dimi- 
ni  (lied. 

In  regard  to  applications  to  the  part,  it  is 
neceflary  to  obferve,  that  as  they  have  little  to 
do  in  curing  the  complaint,  it  will  be  improper 
to  have  recourfe  to  them  very  early.  I know, 
indeed,  it  is  very  common  to  begin  with  them, 
but  they  ferve  only  to  increafe  the  forenefs  of 
the  parts,  (efpecially  in  the  manner  they  are  gene- 
rally ufed)  and  to  give  a deceitful  appearance  of 
amendment.  The  proper  intention  of  thefe  re- 
medies, at  this  period,  is  merely  to  preferve  the 
infant’s  mouth  clean  and  comfortable,  and  to 
prevent  as  much  as  may  be,  any  pain  or  injury 
to  the  wet-nurfe.  If  therefore  the  infide  of  the 
cheeks  and  tongue  are  thickly  covered  with 
Houghs,  it  may  be  convenient  to  clean  the  mouth 
two  or  three  times  a day;  but  it  will  in  general 
be  improper,  till  the  complaint  is  paft  the  height, 
the  Houghs  difpofed  to  fall  off,  and  the  parts  un- 
derneath inclined  to  heal ; which  never  takes 
place  till  the  fecretions  in  the  firft-paflages  are 
become  bland  and  mild.  Proper  applications 
will  then  have  their  ufe,  not  only  by  keeping 
the  mouth  clean,  but  by  conftridting  and  heal- 
ing the  raw,  and  tender  apertures  of  the  excre- 
tory veffels. 
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I have,  indeed,  met  with  an  inftance  of  a very 
copious  thrufh  difappearing  after  cleaning  the 
mouth  with  borax  and  honey,  at  noon  and  night 
on  the  fourth  day  of  the  difeafe.  Until  this 
time  it  had  been  increafing,  and  I expefted 
would  become  worfe ; and  therefore  dire&ed  the 
mouth  to  be  cleanfed  fo  early,  only  to  render  the 
infant  comfortable,  and  to  prevent  as  much  as 
might  be  any  inconvenience  to  the  wet-nurfe. 
There  was  but  very  little  appearance  of  thrufh, 
however,  the  next  morning,  and  not  the  lead 
after  that  day.  It  is,  therefore,  likely,  that  the 
parts  were  rendered  perfe&ly  clean  by  the  help 
of  the  borax  fomewhat  fooner  than  they  other- 
wife  would  ; though  I can,  by  no  means,  con- 
clude that  it  had  any  other  fhare  in  the  cure. 

The  like  obfervations  I have  had  occafion  to 
make  in  regard  to  an  exceeding  flight  appearance 
of  thrufh,  which  had  continued  in  the  fame  date 
for  three  days ; but  upon  being  cleared  off  by 
once  uiing  the  borax  and  honey,  never  re-ap- 
peared. In  both  cafes,  the  ufual  internal  reme- 
dies were  adminidered  both  before  and  after  the 
recourfe  to  topicals. 

Of  the  latter  of  thefe  alfo,  a variety  have  been 
in  ufe,  in  the  form  of  lotions  and  gargles,  which 
from  the  earlied  times  have  all  been  of  an  adrin- 
gent  nature  j and  it  fcarce  needs  be  added,  fhould 
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be  of  an  innoxious  kind ; as  fome  portion  of  them 
will  be  fwallowed  : and  I mention  this  becaufe 
Stoll  reports,  that  the  Englijh  advife  a folution 
of  facch.  faturni,  which  for  my  own  part,  I never 
heard  of  before.  Honey  of  rofes  and  fpirit  of 
vitriol,  or  of  fea-falt,  as  recommended  by  Et- 
muller  and  Dr.  Shaw,  forma  very  good  one; 
but  nothing  is  preferable  to  borax,  which  fome 
advife  to  be  mixed  up  with  fugar,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  one  part  of  the  former  to  feven  of  the 
latter ; a pinch  of  this  put  upon  the  child’s 
tongue  will  be  licked  to  all  parts  of  the  mouth. 
But  I prefer  a mixture  of  borax  and  common 
honey,  (two  fcruples,  a dram,  or  even  more  of 
the  former,  to  an  ounce  of  the  latter,)  which 
hangs  about  the  fauces  better  than  in  the  form 
of  powder.  Either  of  thefe  may,  at  this  pe- 
riod, be  made  ufe  of  as  often  in  the  day  as  fhall 
be  neceffary  to  keep  the  parts  clean,  which  they 
will  efFedually  do,  without  putting  the  infant 
to  pain,  by  being  forcibly  rubbed  on. 

It  only  remains  to  take  notice  of  the  black 
thrufh,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  confeffedly  a 
very  uncommon  complaint  in  the  infant  ftate. 
The  late  Dr.  Armstrong  faid  he  had  never  met 
with  it  among  the  great  number  of  children 
brought  to  his  dilpenfary.  I have  feen  only  two 
inftances  of  it  which  were  in  ftrong  and  healthy 
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children  but  the  parts  were  not  perfe&ly  black, 
and  if  that  be  intended  by  the  name,  thefe 
cafes  might  not  be  precifely  that  complaint : 
they,  however,  both  proved  fatal.  After  the 
flomach  and  bowels  have  been  cleanfed,  I believe 
the  decodf . cortic,  and  confec.  aromat.  as  before 
mentioned,  with  the  addition  of  tin&ure  of 
fnakeroot,  is  the  moft  likely  medicine  to  be  of 
fervice.  The  bark  efpecially  fhould  be  adminif- 
tered  very  freely,  and  the  bowels  be  kept  open  ; 
which  is  more  fafely  done  by  rhubarb,  than  any 
other  purge. 
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JL  HE  Aphtha  Infantum  hath  been  generally 
regarded  as  an  idiopathic  difeafe ; but  1 believe, 
that  every  other  fpecies  of  the  aphtha  has  been 
confidered  either  as  purely  fymptomatic  of  fever, 
dyfentery,  &c.  or  as  a critical  termination  of 
fome  acute  diforder.  The  aphthous  aflfedtion, 
which  I am  now  going  to  defcribe,  does  not, 
however,  feem  to  be  the  confequence  of  any 
preceding  general  difeafe  ; and  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  that  it  is  the  caufe,  rather  than  the 
effect  of  thofe  febrile  fymptoms  which  accom- 
pany what  I (hall  call  by  the  name  of  aphtha 
gangrenofa. 
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This  difeafe  mod  commonly  attacks  children 
that  are  above  two  years  of  age,  and  I believe, 
rarely  after  nine,  unlefs  by  infection.  Its  firft 
appearance  is  marked  by  a very  fpongy  Hate  of 
the  gums,  and  a remarkable  tendernefs  of  the 
infide  of  the  cheeks  and  mouth.  Soon  after 
this,  little  aphthous  fores,  having  a dark  colour- 
ed furface,  appear  upon  the  gums,  the  infide  of 
the  lips,  and  upon  the  tongue  : fometimes,  limi- 
lar  ulcers  are  feen  upon  the  uvula  and  tonfils ; 
but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe.  As  the  difeafe 
proceeds,  the  cheeks  become  flightly  tumified, 
and  are  very  tender  when  touched ; and  there  is 
often  an  unufual  rednefs  upon  that  portion  of  the 
fkin  which  covers  the  lower  jaw.  Befides  the 
aphtha  which  appear  upon  the  tongue,  that 
part  is  ufually  much  furred,  and  the  teeth  about 
the  edges  of  the  gums  are  likewife  covered  with 
a blackifh  fur  ; the  breath  is  very  offenfive,  and 
at  this  period,  the  difeafe  is  highly  infectious, 
even  to  adults.  In  the  progrefs  of  this  com- 
plaint, the  fub-maxillary  glands  become  en- 
larged, and  flightly  painful ; and  there  is  gene- 
rally a preternatural  flux  of  faliva,  which  is 
fometimes  difcharged  in  confiderable  quantities 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  attack.  Some- 
times the  angles  of  the  mouth  are  found  to  be 
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ulcerated,  but  this  is,  by  .no  means,  a common 
appearance. 

The  gangrenous  thrufh  is  always  accompanied 
with  confiderable  languor;  and  fenfe  of  de- 
bility ; an  increafe  of  heat ; a fmall  quick  pulfe ; 
the  appetite  is  impaired  ; but  the  children  do  not 
fleep  ill,  and  they  are  often  chearful  and  a dive, 
at  different  parts  of  the  day. 

The  difeafe  does  not  obferve  any  exad  pe- 
riods ; fome  children  recovering  in  a fortnight, 
while  others  have  been  more  or  lefs  affeded 
from  a month  to  fix  weeks. 

Formidable  as  the  appearance  of  this  difeafe 
may  be,  it  is  not  found  to  be  dangerous,  and 
the  remedies  are  obvious.  The  Infus.  cort. 
Cafcarilla,  warmed  with  Huxham’s  Tind. 
cortic.  Peruv.  fhould  be  exhibited  three  or  four 
times  a day,  in  dofes  fuited  to  the  age  ; and  the 
parts  frequently  wafhed  with  the  decod.  cort. 
Peruv.  rendered  as  (harp  with  the  acid,  vitr. 
dilut.  as  children  can  bear  it. 

Eruptions  on  the  Skin. 

It  is,  by  no  means,  my  intention  to  enter 
largely  into  this  extenfive  fubjed,  but  imper- 
fedly  underftood,  perhaps,  even  to  this  day,  at 
ieaft  in  regard  to  claffification  and  arrangement ; 
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though  in  refped  to  children,  fufficiently  plain 
to  every  practical  ufe.  In  another  part  of  the 
work  I fhall  treat  of  the  fcall’d-head,  and  two 
or  three  other  troublefome  affections  of  the  fkin, 
but  fhall  at  prefent  chiefly  confine  myfelf  to  erup- 
tions peculiar  to  infancy  ; adverting  firft  of  all, 
to  fuch  as  are  conneded  with  the  flate  of  the 
firft-paffages.  The  earlieft  of  thefe,  is 


Scrophulus,  or  Red-Gum, 

i 

ThIS  is  an  efflorefcence  appearing  ufually  in 
fmall  fpots,  often  confined  to  the  face  and  neck; 
but  at  others,  it  extends  to  the  hands  and  legs, 
and  even  the  whole  body,  appearing  in  very 
large  patches,  and  lometimes  raifed  above  the 
furface.  It  will  likewife  appear  in  the  form  of 
fmall  puftules,  which  are  filled  with  a limpid, 
or  fometimes  a purulent,  or  yellow  liqour,  and 
frequently  turn  dry  and  horny,  and  fcale  off ; at 
leaft,  I have  never  known  what  name  to  give 
this  kind  of  eruption,  but  that  of  a rank  red- 
gum,  as  it  happens  only  in  the  month,  or  foon 
afterwards,  and  never  gives  any  trouble.  There 
is  another  fpecies  as  fmall  as  pins  beads,  or  even 
their  points ; firmer  than  the  former ; often  of 
a pearl  colour,  and  opake,  which  has  generally 
been  accounted  a kind  of  red-gum  ; but  it  has 
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of  late  been  fuggefted,  might  for  diftin&ion 
fake,  be  termed  the  white -gum .*  Every  fpecies 
of  this  eruption,  like  the  thrulli,  is  the  effed  of 
a predominant  acid,  but  can  fcarcely  be  termed 
a complaint,  being  a kindly  exertion  of  nature 
to  throw  off  fome  acrimony ; confequently  an 
evidence  of  the  flrength  of  the  conftitution,  as  the 
thrufh  is,  ufually,  of  its  weaknefs.  In  the  former, 
nature  throws  off  the  offending  matter  on  the 
furface  more  completely  than  in  the  latter,  and 
therefore,  when  the  eruption  is  flight,  requires  no 
afli  fiance. 

On  this  account  it  is,  I apprehend,  that 
writers  have  not  ufually  taken  notice  of  it, 
though  it  fhould  feem  requifite,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  various  appearances  of  it,  and 
efpecially  of  one  fpecies  more  rank  and  extenfive 
than  the  reft.  In  general,  it  is  neceffary  only 
to  give  a little  teftaceous  powder,  or  magnefia, 
according  to  the  date  of  the  bowels,  and  to 
keep  the  child  moderately  warm ; otherwife  the 
rafh  ftriking  in,  the  acrimony  will  fall  on  the 
firft-paffages,  and  be  fucceeded  by  ficknefs,  or 
purging,  (till  the  eruption  appears  again  on  the 

* It  is  to  this  complaint,  that  Vogeliu.s  feems  to  give 
the  name  of  achores‘y  but  the  old  writers  differ  in  this  refpett, 
of  that  complaint,  however,  more  will  be  faid  in  another 
place,  when  fpeaking  of  diforders  defcribed  under  obfoletc 
terms. 
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/kin)  or  not  unfrequently  by  the  thrufh,  or  a 
flight  return  of  it,  if  the  child  has  lately  re- 
covered from  it.  In  the  cafe  of  ficknefs  at  the 
ftomach,  or  any  difpofition  to  fits,  upon  tins 
eruption,  being  repelled,  l'ome  light  cordial, 
fuch  as  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit.  Ammonias 
comp,  lhould  be  given  two  or  three  times  a day, 
and  the  child’s  feet,  or  perhaps  the  whole  body, 
be  put  into  warm  water.  The  ftate  of  the  fkin, 
and  the  bowels  have  a peculiar  confent,  and  on 
this  accounts,  infants  whofe  firft-paflages  have 
been  frequently  difordered,  are  always  benefited 
by  eruptions  on  the  fkin ; and  in  fuch,  peculiar 
cafe  is  necefiary  to  guard  againft  their  being  re- 
pelled, as  well  as  to  invite  their  return. 

Infants  are  peculiarly  liable  to  various  anoma- 
lous kinds  of  rafh,  both  in  the  month,  and  till 
the  period  of  teething  is  over.  The  early  ones 
may  be  regarded  as  a fort  of  red-gum,  and  chil- 
dren who  are  mod  fubjedt  to  them,  generally 
have  their  bowels  in  a better  ftate  ; the  rafh  car- 
rying off,  as  has  been  laid,  the  acidity*  with 
which  they  fo  much  abound. 

It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  when  in- 
fants at  the  breafl  are  inclined  to  frequent  re- 
turns of  fome  eruption,  if  the  child  be  always 


* Sec  Harris,  pages22,  23. 
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indifpofed  at  fuch  feafons,  the  rafh  will  often 
be  found  owing  to  fome  ill  quality  in  the  breaft- 
milk,  which  ought  therefore  to  be  examined, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  its  tafte.  On  fuch 
occafions  I have  found,  that  milk  which  has 
been  above  a twelvemonth  old  has  contracted  a 
very  unpleajant  flavour  \ and  that  upon  changing 
the  wet-nurfe,  a very  ill-looking  ralli  has  im- 
mediately abated,  and  has  foon  afterwards  en- 
tirely difappeared,  together  with  the  other  com- 
plaints. 

One  fpecies  of  thefe  early  rafhes  often  takes 
place  about  the  time  of  teething,  and  not  un- 
frequently  at  the  decline  of  fevers,  or  fevere 
bowel  complaints ; infomuch  that,  upon  a hid- 
den appearance  of  it  during  a ferious  illnefs,  I 
have  often  ventured  to  prognofticate  the  recove- 
ry. This  rafh  very  much  refembles  the  itch,  both 
in  regard  to  the  little  watery  heads,  and  foul 
blotches  ; and  is  confined  to  no  particular  part 
of  the  body,  though  it  appears  more  frequently 
about  the  face  and  neck.  Indeed,  1 have-  feen 
the  whole  body  fo  covered  with  it  (mixed  with  an 
eruption  about  the  face,  of  a different  appearance, 
and  evidently  red  gum)  that  in  a confultation,  it 
has  been  by  fome  taken  to  be  the  true  itch.  This 
eruption  is  certainly  falutary,  and  even  critical, 
requires  nothing  but  to  avoid  taking  cold,  and  is 
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mentioned  only  becaufe  it  is  not  uncommon,  and 
has  alarmed  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  it. 

But  there  is  a very  common  rafh  that  calls  for 
more  attention,  and  to  which  medical  writers 
have  given  the  name  of  Crufta  Ladtea,  or  Lac- 
tumen,  which  has  a very  unpleafant  appearance, 
but  is,  notwithftanding,  equally  innocent  with 
the  former,  and  even  prevents  other  com- 
plaints. I think  I never  faw  an  infant  much 
loaded  with  it,  but  it  has  always  been  healthy, 
and  cut  its  teeth  remarkably  well.  Indeed,  it 
falls  to  the  lot  of  the  fined:  children,  and  fuch  as 
are  well  nourifhed ; whence  fome  have  imagined 
it  owing  only  to  the  richnefs  of  the  milk.* 
And  it  is  remarkable  in  this  eruption,  that  how- 
foever  thick  and  long  continued  the  fcabs  may 
be,  the  crufta  ladtea,  never  excoriates,  nor  leaves 
any  fear  on  the  parts.  It  may,  poftibly,  be  dif- 
ferent in  fome  other  climates,  though  I cannot 
guefs  for  what  reafon  it  ftiould  be  fo  on  the  conti- 
nent : it  is  infilled  upon,  however,  by  Dr.  Caro- 
li  Stack,  as  well  as,  that  children  long  affedted 
with  it  become  unhealthy.  He  recommends  the 
viola  tricolor.  Linn,  of  which  a handful  of  the 
frefh,  or  half  a dram  of  the  dried  leaves,  is  di- 
redted  to  be  boiled  in  half  a pint  of  cows  milk. 


vol.  r. 


* See  Astruc. 
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and  drained  off'.  This  quantity  of  the  decoc- 
tion is  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

The  crufta  ladtea  appears  firft  on  the  fore- 
head, and  fometimes  on  the  fcalp,  often  extends 
half-way  over  the  face  in  the  form  of  large  loofe 
fcabs,  which  as  the  diforder  increafes,  appear 
not  very  unlike  the  fmall-pox  after  they  are 
turned.  It  begins  with  white  vehicles,  larger 
than  the  itch,  which  foon  become  of  a dark  co- 
lour; to  which  fucceed  the  fcabs,  with  efflux  of 
ichor,  and  great  itching  of  the  affedted  parts, 
fometimes  covering  the  head,  and  it  is,  very  im- 
properly, faid  by  fome,  the  whole  body.  It  is 
alfo  faid  to  degenerate  into  the  fcall’d  head  ;* 
but  I have  never  feen  any  thing  like  the  true 
tinea  in  young  infants.  It  is  fometimes  con- 
founded with  the  crufta  ferpiginofa,  which  is 
a much  more  obftinate  complaint. 

Very  little,  I believe,  is  neceflary  to  be  done  ; 
but  in  bad  cafes  a perpetual  blifter  is  fometimes 
of  fervice ; and,  further,  ufually  anfwers  the 
grand  purpofe  of  abating  the  itching,  which  in 
fome  inftances  is  exceedingly  great : for  this  end, 
however,  the  repetition  of  a blifter,  if  needful, 
is  preferable  to  keeping  one  conftantly  open. 
If  the  urine  becomes  turbid,  or  fetid,  it  is 

* TraEiatus  de  Morbis  Puerorum,  Aniflolodami,  1760. 
Anonymous* 
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thought  the  rafli  will  be  of  fliort  duration.  At 
any  rate,  it  ufually  difappears  of  itfelf  when  the 
child  has  cut  three  or  four  teeth,  though  it  may 
fometimes  continue  for  feveral  months,  and  in 
a very  few  inftances,  even  for  years : in  fuch 
cafes,  the  Uarrowgate , or  any  other  fulphu- 
reous  water  will  have  a good  efFc6t ; but  the  fliop- 
medicines  commonly  preferibed  do  nothing.  I 
have  known  teftaceous  powders,  calomel,  and 
other  alteratives  adminiftered  to  no  purpofe,  as 
people  of  rank  are  very  anxious  to  have  it  re- 
moved, if  it  be  poflible.  This  rafli  will  now 
and  then  make  its  appearance  very  early,  and  has 
then  been  mi  (taken  by  thofe  who  are  not  much 
accuftomed  to  very  young  children,  for  the 
effect  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  Though  it  has 
been  faid,  that  it  ufually  dies  off  upon  cutting 
fome  teeth,  I have  known  it  difappear  fuddenly 
previoufly  to  any  teeth  being  Cut,  and  after  fome 
weeks  become  more  violent  than  ever ; infants 
remaining  tfll  the  while  in  perfedt  health. 

It  were  almolt  cndlefs  to  enumerate  the  vari- 
ous  kinds  of  rafh  to  which  infants  are  liable, 
but  I mean  chiefly  to  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  more  important,  or  rare  ones,  and  fuch  as 
may  not  have  been  deferibed  by  preceding  wri- 
ters. Among  fuch  are  the  following,  whole  un- 
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ufual  appearance  is  apt  to  perplex  fiich  as  are  not 
accuftomed  to  fee  them. 

The  firft  I lhall  notice,  appears  chiefly  in 
teething  children,  very  much  refembles  the 
mealies,  and  has  been  fometimes  miftaken  for  it. 
It  is  preceded  by  flcknefs  at  the  ftomach,  but  is 
attended  with  very  little  fever ; though  the  rafli 
continues  very  florid  for  three  days,  like  the 
mealies,  but  does  not  dry  off  in  the  manner  of 
that  difeafe.  It  requires  nothing  more  than  the 
teftaceous  powders,  or  fometimes  the  addition  of 
a little  nitre  and  compound  powder  of  contrayer- 
va ; with  a dofe  or  two  of  rhubarb,  or  other  gen- 
tle laxative,  on  the  going  off  of  the  rafli. 

At  this  period,  efpecially  whilft  the  double  or 
eye  teeth  are  cutting,  I have  noticed  a rafli  which 
at  its  firft  appearance  is  very  fimilar  to  the  above, 
and  has  likewife  been  miftaken  for  the  mealies. 
It,  however,  foon  fpreads  into  larger  fpots  and 
patches  of  a bright  red,  and  afterwards  of  a 
darker  hue,  refembling  the  ill-looking  petsechke 
which  appear  in  bad  fevers  ; but  is,  neverthelefs, 
of  a benign  nature.  It  is  indeed,  attended  with 
fome  fever,  arifing  poflibly,  from  the  irritation 
occalioned  by  teething,  and  has  been  followed  by 
fmall  and  hard  round  tumours,  on  the  legs, 
which  foftening  in  two  or  three  days,  always  ap- 
pear as  if  they  would  fuppurate,  though  I believe 
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they  never  do ; as  will  be  further  noticed  in 
a fimilar  appearance  of  boils,  under  the  head  of 
fever. 

The  treatment,  like  that  of  other  rallies  at 

this  period,  is  very  fimple,  requiring  little  more 

than  an  attention  to  the  Hate  of  the  bowels,  or, 

✓ 

perhaps,  a few  grains  of  the  compound  powder 
ci  contrayerva,  unlefs  the  fever  be  confiderable, 
which  mull  then  be  treated  according  to  the 
directions  given  under  the  different  heads  of  fe- 
ver, and  dentition.  Should  the  lumps  fucceed- 

% 

ing  this  rafh,  not  begin  to  die  away  in  three 
or  four.,  days,  a decoflion  of  the  bark  will  be 
found  ufeful,  when  the  fever  of  dentition  may 
not  forbid  a recourfe  to  it. 

I have  feen  a third  kind  of  rafh,  in  appearance 
refembling  the  mealies,  and  like  it  covering  the 
whole  body,  but  with  larger  intermediate  patches 
like  the  eruption  in  the  fcarlet  fever ; which  is 
mentioned  more  for  its  uncommonnefs,  which 
might  prove  alarming,  than  for  its  being  at 
all  dangerous,  or  important.  It  was,  however, 
in  every  inllance,  preceded  by  licknefs,  by 
purging,  pain,  and  a little  fever  ; the  whole  iub- 
fiding  upon  the  appearance  of  the  rafh,  which 
therefore  feemed  to  be  critical,  or  at  lead,  like 
fome  other  eruptions,  confecutive  to  convalef- 
cence. 


86 


Cutaneous  Eruptions. 


I have  two  or  three  times  during  dentition, 
noticed  a rafh  that  has  fo  exadly  refembted  flea- 
bites,  having  even  a deprefled  point  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  elevated  fpot,  that  I could  not  be 
perfuaded  by  the  nurfes  account  that  it  had  not 
been  occafioned  by  the  fling  of  fome  fuch  infecf, 
until  I had  made  repeated  obfervations,  and 
found  it  recurring  uniformly  a little  before  a 
tooth  has  been  cut. 

An  eruption  ftill  lefs  frequently  met  with 
than  moft  of  the  above,  appears  after  children 
have  cut  all  their  firft  teeth.  I know  not  what 
name  ought  to  be  given  to  this  kind  of  erup- 
tion, which  breaks  out  in  the  form  of  round 
lumps,  as  large  as  middle-lized  peas,  very  hard, 
with  a very  red  bafe,  and  white  at  the  top,  as  if 
they  contained  a little  lymph. 

They  come  out  fuddenly  without  previous  fick- 
nefs  at  the  ftomach,  are  not  fore,  difpofed  to  itch, 
nor  ever  give  any  trouble,  and  are  feldom  feen 
but  on  parts  that  are  ufualiy  uncovered,  and  are 
fometimes  there  in  great  numbers,  refembling 
the  diftintfl  fmall-pox  ; but  are  harder,  more  in- 
flamed,  and  lefs  purulent. 

Alarming,  as  well  as  unufual,  as  this  appear- 
ance may  be,  I believe  the  eruption  is  always 
perfectly  innoxious,  if  not  repelled  by  cold,  or 
improper  treatment  ; and  will  dry  away  in  three 
or  four  days  : nothing  more  being  neceflary  than 
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the  little  remedies,  directed  for  the  former,  and 
to  keep  the  child  within  doors,  if  the  weather  be 
cold. 

An  eruption  of  an  appearance  equally  uncom- 
mon, and  analogous  to  the  above,  I have  met 
with  only  in  children  of  at  leaft  three  or 
four  years  of  age,  and  fuch  as  have  alfo  been  af- 
feded  with  flight  fymptoms  of  fcrofula  ; though 
I have  not  feen  it  frequently  enough  to  afcertain 
its  being,  in  any  degree,  owing  to  that  fpecific 
virus,  It  breaks  out  fuddenly,  covering  at  once 
the  greater  part  of  the  body,  but  occafioning 
neither  pain  nor  itching ; nor  are  children  fick 
at  the  ftomach  nor  otherwife  ill  with  it,  though 
it  lafts  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

This  eruption,  therefore,  like  fome  others,  is 
taken  notice  of  chiefly  for  its  Angular  appearance, 
which,  though  fomewhat  like  the  nettle-rafh,  is 
of  a different  figure,  but  may  be  pretty  exadly 
conceived  of  by  the  little  red  lumps  fometimes 
left  by  the  fmall-pox,  after  they  are  turned,  and 
alfo  rubbed,  or  picked  off,  efpecially  after  the 
chryftalline  or  warty  fpecies,  and  where  the  puf* 
tules  have  been  pretty  numerous, 

If  the  firfl  paffages  are  at  aii  difturbed,  my 
attention  is  principally  direded  to  them,  other- 
wife  to  the  (late  of  the  ikin  ; and  in  this  cafe,  I 
have  ufually  direded  fmall  dofes  of  the  pulv.  an- 
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timonial.  to  be  taken  for  a few  nights  at  going 
to  bed,  and  the  polychreft  fait  and  rhubarb,  oc- 
cafionally,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  with,  or 
without,  the  addition  of  the  aqua  ammonise 
acetate. 

In  the  courfe  of  a few  days  the  eruption  puts 
on  a darker  colour,  is  lefs  prominent,  and  begins 
to  fcale  off  in  a branny  fcurf,  fomewhat  like  the 
mealies : but  Ihould  no  fuch  change  take  place, 
the  vinum  antimonii  Ihould  be  taken  two  or 
three  times  a day;  to  which,  if  no  amendment 
Ihould  foon  be  perceived,  a few  drops  of  the 
tin&ura  cantharidis  may  be  added ; a remedy 
often  very  efficacious  in  diforders  of  the  Ikin, 
but  Ihould  be  adminiftered  with  caution. 

An  eruption  with  every  appearance  of  the 
nettle -raft)  fometimes  occurs  in  children,  and 
more  generally  under  two  years  of  age,  and  is 
exceedingly  troublefome  to  the  infant,  as  well 
as  matter  of  furprife  to  thofe  about  it,  from  the 
fuddennefs  of  its  appearance.  Children  going  to 
bed  perfedtly  well,  wake  very  uneafy,  and  fre- 
quently continue  fcreaming,  for  fome  time,  be- 
fore the  caufe  is  difcovered  ; when  upon  examin- 
ing the  body,  and  the  lower  limbs,  they  are  found 
covered  with  large  wales,  refembling  thofe  arifing 
from  the  fling  of  nettles. 

The  Effera,  or  Nettle-ralh,  is  attended,  per- 
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haps,  with  the  flighted  of  all  fevers,  though  its 
acceflion  is  fometimes  preceded  by  rigor,  lick- 
nets  at  the  ftomach,  and  pains  in  the  head  ; 
efpecially  when  the  fudden  confequence  of  ex- 
pofure  to  a very  cold  wind  in  athletic  youths  ; 
but  is  never  dangerous,  and  only  where  it  may 
happen  to  continue  a very  long  time  can  demand 
particular  notice.  The  nettle-rafh  of  infants  is 
of  dill  lefs  importance  ; and  the  fpecies  now  un- 
der confideration  requires  lefs  than  any  other,  and, 
indeed,  often  difappears  in  a few  hours.  When 
it  continues  longer,  a few  grains  of  the  pulv.  'con-  * 
trayervas  comp,  or  other  of  the  milder  abforbent 
powders,  with,  or  without  a few  drops  of  the 
fpirit.  ammonias  comp,  may  be  given  two  or  three 
times  a day,  and  the  bowels  kept  open. 

This  is  probably  a milder  fpecies  of  the  net- 
tle-rafh.  When  the  body  is  more  covered  with 
it,  and  it  continues  long,  a little  more  care  is  re- 
quired to  prevent  its  being  repelled ; and  if 
it  fhould,  the  tepid  bath,  and  light  cordials,  as 
before  mentioned,  fhould  be  had  recourfe  to,  in 
order  to  procure  its  return  to  the  furface ; which 
is  always  of  the  greated  confequence  if  the  child 
fhould  continue  unwell. 

In  athletic  youths,  it  has  been  noticed,  the 
nettle-rafh  is  fometimes  attended  with  the  ufual 
fymptoms  of  fever  ; during  which,  the  patient 
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fhould  be  confined  to  the  bed.  It  will  alfo  in 
fome  inflances  become  chronical,  and  is  then  not 
always  eafy  of  cure.  The  following  has  in  fuch 
cafes  been  often  found  ufeful. 

R.  Hydrarg.  fulphuris  rubri  3 ft  Radic.  Ser- 
pentar.  Virg.  pulv.  9j.  Syrupi  fimpl.  (T  S.  ut 
fiat  bolus,  bis  die  fumendus ; iuperbibendo  hauft. 
Infufi  fior.  fambuci. 

Amongfl  rafhes  attended  with  fome  little 
fever,  there  are  various  anomali,  and  one  re- 
fembling  both  the  above,  and  the  febris  fcarlati- 
na,  but  without  the  marked  fymptoms  of  the 
latter,  or  drying  off  in  branny  feales  in  the  ufual 
manner  of  that  eruption.  The  form  and  colour 
of  the  rafh  and  degree  of  fever,  however,  are 
more  of  that  kind,  than  of  the  nettle-rafh. 

Another  rafh,  or  rather  eruption,  takes  place 
both  in  bowel  complaints  and  in  teething, 
refembling  the  pemphylus  of  adults,  but  feems 
rather  to  be  what  the  old  writers  have  termed 
phlydtsenae,  or  phlydtides,  and  always  appears  to 
be  beneficial.  It  confifls  of  velications  or  blif- 
ters,  of  different  fizes,  refembling  little  fealds  or 
burns,  and  continues  for  feveral  days.  They 
come  out  in  different  parts,  but  chiefly  on 
the  belly,  ribs,  and  thighs ; and  contain  a fharp 
lymph,  which  it  may  be  prudent  to  let  out  by  a 
pundture,  with  a needle,  efpecially  from  the 
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larger  ones.  No  medicine  is  neceflary  but  fuch 
as  the  particular  Aate  of  the  bowels  may  call  for, 
which  ufually  abound  with  acidity  whenever 
there  is  much  eruption  on  the  fkin. 

An  eruption,  vulgarly  termed  fcorbutic,  in- 
felling  the  face  and  neck,  and  dilcharging  a 
fliarp  ichor  that  excoriates  wherever  it  runs,  and 
difficult  of  cure  by  chemical  alteratives,  will  often 
yield  in  a fhort  time  to  the  exprefled  juice  of  the 
fium  aquaticum.  From  one,  to  four  or  five  ta- 
ble fpoonsful  may  be  given,  mixed  with  one  or 
more  fpoonsful  of  new  milk,  three  times  a day, 
according  to  the  child’s  age,  and  the  flate  of  its 
flomach  ; taking  care,  at  the  fame  time,  to  keep 
the  bowels  open  by  fenna-tea,  or  other  common 
laxative. 

I have  feveral  times  met  with  an  eruption 
refembling  the  pfora  of  the  Greeks , or  what  is 
called  amongft  us,  the  Grocer’s-itch  ; whether 
depending  at  all  upon  the  weather,  it  is  difficult 
to  fay ; but  it  is  remarkable,  that  I have  feen  it 
chiefly  during  a cold  feafon,  and  have  then  ufu- 
ally met  with  feveral  children  affedled  with 
it  about  the  fame  time.  It  often  begins  about 
the  arms  and  thighs,  but  always  extends  foon  af- 
terwards to  other  parts,  and  frequently  fpreads 
quite  from  the  head  to  the  feet. 

It  appears  in  fome  parts  in  very  fmall  erup- 
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tions  like  the  points  of  pins,  with  watery  heads, 
and  in  other  parts,  as  large  as  peas,  and  fome- 
times  in  foul  blotches,  which  after  breaking, 
form  fores,  and  broad,  ugly  fcabs.  Thefe  die 
away,  and  the  like  appear,  fucceffively,  in  other 
parts,  fometimes  for  two  or  three  months,  leav- 
ing the  fkin  of  a dirty,  adud  hue.  In  other 
parts,  the  eruption  is  in  the  form  of  final],  hard- 
ened pimples,  which  do  not  break,  nor  are  at  all 
fore  to  the  touch. 

This  eruption  appears  alike  in  children  who 
have  cut  all  their  firft  teeth,  and  in  infants  at  the 
bread  > though  I have  happened  to  fee  it,  I 
think,  more  frequently  in  teething  children,  and 
it  then  feems  to  be  connected  with  dentition. 
And  this  has  appeared  pretty  evident,  becaufe, 
previous  to  my  being  acquainted  with  the  reme- 
dies bed  adapted  to  the  complaint,  children  who 
had  taken  a variety  of  medicines,  and  continued 
to  break  out  in  frelh  places,  fuddenly  got  rid  of 
the  eruption  altogether  upon  my  lancing  the 
gums,  • and  three  or  four  teeth  in  confequence 
coming  through. 

When  this  eruption  has  appeared  in  infants  at 
the  bread,  I have  feveral  times  known  the  luck- 
ling  mother  or  nurfe,  in  a few  weeks  afterwards 
break  out  in  like  manner  with  the  child  ; but 
whether  by  accident,  or  from  contagion  from 
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one  to  the  other,  I was  for  a long  time  unable  to 
afcertain ; but  having  of  late  found  it  fpreading 
to  others  who  have  flept  with  the  nurfe  or 
child,  I have  now  no  doubt  of  its  being  conta- 
gious, in  that  way ; though  not  by  a more  diflant 
intercourfe. 

I was  for  a while  much  puzzled  with  this  ill- 
looking  eruption,  the  long  continuance  of  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  very  diftreffing  to  the  pa- 
rents, and  as  even  caufed  a fufpicion  to  reft  on 
the  wet-nurfe ; the  eruption  being  fometimes 
fufpected  to  be  the  itch,  and  at  others  venereal; 
which  it  certainly  is  not. 

It  has  been  always  benefited  for  a while  by 
walhing  the  parts  with  two  drams  of  the  aqua 
kali  puri  in  a pint  of  water ; which  I would 
always  recommend,  though  it  will  not  alone 
effect  a cure.  Various  internal  remedies  alfo, 
which  remove  other  eruptions,  have  generally 
failed  in  this,  fuch  as  the  hydrargyrus  cum 
creta,  and  hydrargyrus  cumqfulphure,  given  in 
large  dofes;  as  alfo  the  hum  aquaticum.  The 
external  application,  however,  of  an  ointment 
confiding  of  the  unguentum  fulphuris,  and  un- 
guentum  hydrargyri  nitrati,  with  a greater  or 
lefs  proportion  of  the  latter,  has  hitherto  never 
failed  me,  together  with  the  internal  exhibition 
of  one  or  other  of  the  forementioned  remedies. 
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In  fome  of  the  more  obftinate  cutaneous  affec- 
tions, and  particularly  in  this,  I have  noticed  a 
fpontaneous  purging  taking  place  upon  the  de- 
cline of  the  rafh,  and  have  always  accounted  it 
a good  fign  ; having  never  obferved  the  child  to 
be  weakened  by  the  purging,  though  it  has 
fometimes  continued  excefiive  for  two  or  three 
weeks. 

I final!  clofe  this  account  with  the  defcription 
of  an  eruption  that  is  fingular  enough,  refem- 
bling  very  much  the  herpes,  or  broad  ring- 
worm, or  the  adult-col  cured  fpots  left  on  the 
face  after  an  attack  of  St.  Anthony’s  fire.  I 
have  feen  it  in  various  parts,  but  I think  only 
on  fuch  as  are  more  or  lefs  liable  to  be  fretted 
by  fome  part  of  the  infant's  drefs,  efpecially  on 
the  nates  and  contigious  parts  covered  by  the 
cloths ; where  the  blotches  are  always  the  broad - 
eft  and  mofl  rank.  Were  it  to  appear  no  where 
elfe,  it  would  feem  to  be  occafioned  by  tome 
fharpnefs  of  the  urine  and  ftools,  as  the  fkin  has 
fometimes  a very  heated  appearance,  though 
the  eruption,  I believe,  is  not  at  all  painful.  It 
frequently  breaks  out  before  the  period  of  teeth- 
ing, but  the  bowels  arc  generally  fomewhat  dii- 
ordered,  and  the  ftools  voided  very  green,  or 
elfe  become  fo  very  foon  afterwards.  This  I 
take  to  be  one  of  thofe  eruptions  occafioned  by 
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fome  bad  quality  of  the  bread- milk,  as,  I think, 
I have  never  met  with  it  but  in  young  infants 
whole  nurfes  milk  has  been  old,  and  has  alio 
contracted  a very  difagreeable  tade.  If  that 
fhould  not  be  the  cafe,  the  rath  will  probably 
require  nothing  but  the  light  abforbent  medi- 
cines before  mentioned,  and  to  guard  againd 
condipation.  But  if  thefe  means  diould  not 
iuccecd  in  a fhort  time,  the  nurfe  ought  to  be 
changed,  led  lome  worfe  confequence  fhould 
enfue,  as  will  be  noticed  under  the  head  of  con- 
vulfions. 

In  all  the  eruptive  complaints  of  infants, 
taking  cold  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided,  and 
great  caution  be  uted  in  regard  to  all  external 
applications,  as  well  as  keeping  the  belly  open. 
11  the  child  is  lick  at  the  domach,  a little  mag- 
nelia,  or  tedaceous  powder,  with,  or  without, 
the  addition  of  the  pulv.  contrayervae  comp, 
may  be  given  now  and  then ; or  diould  the 
rafli  be  hadily  druck  in,  and  the  child  be  ill, 
the  remedies  before  mentioned  fliould  be  had 
recourfe  to.  The  reader  is  reminded  of  this, 
from  the  great  importance  of  attending  to  fuch 
retrocellion ; as  I have  known  it,  in  a previ- 
oufly  healthy  child  of  only  fix  months  old,  fol- 
lowed not  only  by  vomitings  and  purging,  but 
by  a rapid  decline*;  and  upon  examining  the 
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body  after. death,  the  lungs  have  been  found  as 
replete  with  tubercles,  as  I have  ever  feen  them 
at  a more  advanced  age.  In  (lances  of  fo  great 
marks  of  difeafe  have,  however,  occurred  to  me 
only  in  families  inclined  to  fcrofulous,  or  hecti- 
cal affeClions. 

Should  any  fcabs  become  very  dry  and  hard, 
which  the  crufta  laCtea,  for  example,  will  fome- 
times  be,  efpecially  when  they  extend  to  the 
crown  of  the  head,  and  feem  to  give  pain,  they 
may  be  touched  with  a little  cream,  or  with  oil 
of  almonds  mixed  with  a few  drops  of  the  aqua 
kali ; but  not  a large  furface  at  a time.  Or 
ihould  they  be  very  moift,  and  caufe  pain  by 
flicking  to  the  cap,  they  mud  be  dufted  with  a 
little  common  powder,  or  with  the  flos  fulphu- 
ris,  and  covered  with  a finged  rag  ; but  I fhould 
be  very  cautious  of  doing  much  more  with  de- 
(iccative  applications,  for  the  reafons  above  men- 
tioned, efpecially  during  the  time  of  teething. 

Sore  Ears. 


Slight  bliflers  and  ulcerations  behind  the 
ears  of  infants  are  very  common,  and  in  general 
require  only  to  be  wafhed  with  cold  water,  or 
covered  with  a finged  rag,  to  keep  the  cap  from 
fticking  to  them,  and  thereby  giving  the  child 
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pain.  They  are  moreover,  very  often  benefi- 
cial, efpecially  daring  bowel  complaints,  or  the 
eruption  of  the  teeth ; and  will  fometimes  get 
well  and  break  out  again  into  very  foul  fores, 
feveral  times,  without  any  caufe  of  alarm.  But 
there  is  in  fome  children  of  a grofs  habit  of 
body,  and  efpecially  about  the  time  of  teething, 
a fpecies  of  ulcer  that  often  requires  attention, 
on  account  of  its  extending  low  down  in  the 
neck,  occafioning  great  pain,  and  fpreading  into 
large  and  deep  fores  ; infomuch  that  a gangrene 
has  fometimes  came  on,  and  even  the  proceflus 
maifoideus  become  carious.  Here  fomentations 
will  be  neceffary,  efpecially  thofe  of  bark ; and 
its  powder  fhould  be  adminiftered  internally. 
Such  cafes,  however,  do  not  often  occur ; but 
whenever  the  fores  are  large  and  painful,  fomen- 
tations of  white  poppy  heads  boiled  in  milk,  will 
be  beneficial.  If  fuch  ulcers  are  very  foul,  the 
cure  Pnould  be  begun  by  a blifter  on  the  back, 
in  order  to  draw  off  the  heated  ferum  that  flows 
to  the  parts.  Where  the  bark  has  not  been  in- 
dicated, I have  ufually  given  an  opening  powder 
of  teftacea  and  rhubarb,  with  a little  ijutmeg, 
or  fometimes  nitre,  to  which  is  added  either 
calomel,  cinnabar  of  antimony,  or  hydrargyrus 
cum  fulphure  ; the  latter  of  which,  I think  I 
have  found  more  ferviceable  in  fome  eruptive 
VOL.  I.  H 
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complaints  in  young  children,  than  feems  to  be 
imagined ; but  then  it  muft  be  adminillered  in 
much  larger  doles  than  it  ufually  is.  But  above 
all,  if  this  fpecies  of  ulcer  be  not  foon  difpofed 
to  heal  after  fuch  treatment,  fome  mercurial  ap- 
plication fhould  be  made  ufe  of,  which,  though 
the  fores  are  often  apparently  inflamed,  never 
offends  them.  A very  clean  and  elegant  prepa- 
ration of  this  kind  is  the  following. 

R.  Calomelan.  gj  ad  ^ij. 

Ung.  Sambuci  |j  m.  ft.  linimentum. 

A little  of  this  liniment  fpread  on  each  fide 
of  a piece  of  doubled  linen-cloth,  and  applied 
twice  a day,  will  do  more  than  all  the  fomenta- 
tions, or  healing  ointments,  that  I have  ever 
feen  ufed ; and  indeed  has  always  fucceeded 
with  me,  though  I have  often  been  told,  that 
the  fores  had  fpread  deeper  from  day  to  day  un- 
der various  other  applications.  From  fuch  treat- 
ment I have  never  found  the  leafl  ill  effe&s, 
but  children  have  preferved  their  health  as  well  as 
if  the  fores  had  kept  open  j which,  when  be- 
nign, are  certainly  defigned  by  nature  as  a pre- 
fervative  from  other  complaints,  efpecially  thole 
of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  which  will  prefentlv 
be  noticed. 
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Abscess  within  the  Ear. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  fetid  dif- 
charges  from  the  internal  ear,  either  with,  or 
without  inflammation,  and  external  forenefs ; 
but  this  is  ufually  in  children  of  one  or  more 
years  old,  rather  than  very  young  infants.  If 
a little  cooling  phyfic,  and  wiping  out  the  mat- 
ter frequently,  fhould  not  remove  the  complaint, 
deterfive  injections  Ihould  be  ufed,  and  fome 
one  of  the  warm  acouftics,  directed  for  deafnefs, 
be  afterwards  dropped  into  the  ear.  The  child 
ihould  alfo  be  made  to  lie,  as  much  as  may  be, 
on  the  affeCted  fide,  that  the  difeharge  may  have 
a free  vent. 

Should  the  quantity  and  fetor  of  the  matter 
be  increafed,  a blifter  ihould  be  kept  open  on 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  a few  purges  of  calomel 
be  taken,  and  on  the  intermediate  days,  the  hy- 
drargyrus  cum  fulphure.  But  above  all,  in  the 
word  cafes,  fumigations  with  the  hydrargyrus 
lulphuratus  ruber,  and  hydrargyrus  cum  iul- 
phure  mixed  together,  ihould  be  made  ufe  of 
morning  and  evening ; from  which  I have  feen 
the  beil  effeCts  when  the  difeharge  and  fetor  have 
been  very  great,  and  the  ulcer  of  long  Handing* 
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Vomitus,  or  Vomiting. 

I Come  now  to  the  feveral  diforders  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  which  have  been  faid  to  be  fo 
materially  connedted  with  eruptive  complaints ; 
and  fil'd,  of  thofe  of  the  ftomach. 

Vomiting  is  certainly  not  a common  com- 
plaint of  infants,  I mean  when  confidered  as 
a difeafe , unlefs  it  be  attendant  upon  fome  other, 
of  which  it  is  then  rather  a fymptom,  or  the 
confequence  of  fuch  difeafe  improperly  treated. 
Neither  are  infants  in  health  difpofed  to  vomit 
frequently,  unlefs  the  ftomach  is  overloaded ; 
the  milk  is  then  ufually  ejedted  as  foon  as  it  is 
taken,  and  comes  up  unchanged.  Nor  is  this  to 
be  confidered  as  a difeafe,  or  as  calling  for 
the  difcipline  recommended  by  fome  writers. 
Wherefore  fhould  the  relidue  of  the  aliment  be 
forced  off  the  ftomach  by  an  emetic,  when  na- 
ture has  already  parted  with  all  the  opprelTive 
abundance  ? This  fpontaneous  puking  is  not 
attended  with  any  violence  to  the  ftomach  ; the 
milk,  or  other  food  feems  to  come  up  without 
any  fenfible  adtion  of  the  part,  or  the  child 
being  lick.  Nay,  it  is  at  once  fo  common  to 
fome  of  the  fineft  children,  that  it  is  a faying 
with  fome  experienced  nurfes,  that  a puking 
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child  is  a thriving  child  ; and  when  fuch  eje&ion 
comes  only  foon  after  fucking  or  feeding,  and 
the  aliment  is  call  up  fcarcely  changed,  matter 
of  fad:  verifies  the  obfervation.*  I have  even 
known  clotted  blood  thrown  up,  without  any 
apparent  effort,  in  an  infant  not  two  days  old, 
and  without  the  leafl  ill  effect.— But  if  the  food 
remains  fome  time  on  the  flomach,  it  will  then 
be  thrown  up  in  a curdled  flate,  which  is  an  in- 
dication to  attend  to  it,  if  it  happens  frequent- 
ly. Not  that  the  milk  ought  not  to  curdle  on 
the  flomach,  which  it  always  muft,  in  order  to 
a due  feparation  of  its  component  parts,  and  is 
the  chief,  if  not  the  only  digeflion,  it  undergoes 
in  the  flomach.  The  whey  and  the  rich  oil  are 
there  feparated  from  the  curdy  and  earthy  par- 
ticles, the  former  being  taken  up  by  the  lac- 
teals, f is  converted  into  blood  ; whilfl  the  bulk 
of  the  latter  is  carried  down  and  expelled  with 
the  other  excrementitious  parts  of  the  food,  and 

* See  Primeros;  De  Morbis  Infant. 

+ It  is  not  intended  in  this  place  to  fpeak  with  pbyfiologi- 
cal  accuracy,  but  in  a mere  referrence  to  the  firft  digeftion  : 
in  the  fecond,  indeed,  it  is  probable,  that  Tome  portion  of 
every  conftituent  part  of  our  food  may  be  further  prepared 
to  become  nutritious  ; the  thinner  ferving  to  renew  the  finer 
parts  of  our  fyftem,  and  the  groffer,  fuch  as  the  earthy  par- 
ticles, &c.  more  adapted  to  the  renovation  of  the  mufcles, 
tendons,  bones,  &c.  may  be  depofited  in  thefe  parts. 
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gaftric  juices,  for  which  nature  has  no  longer 
any  ufe.  This  curdling  of  the  milk,  therefore, 
is  the  natural  courfe  of  digeflion,  though  many 
writers  have  not  been  fufficiently  attentive  to  it, 
and  Harris  has  aflerted,  that  it  is  owing  to  a 
predominant  acid ; implying,  that  an  undue 
acid  is  the  only  caufe  of  the  feparation  ; which 
it  certainly  is  not.  It  may,  indeed,  occafion  it 
to  take  place  too  fuddenly,  and  give  rife  to  vari- 
ous ill  confequences : although  fuch  feparation 
ought  to  be  made,  as  the  natural  and  proper 
effedt  of  mixing  duly  with  the  gaftric  juice. 
When  infants,  therefore,  not  over-fed,  throw  up 
the  milk  uncurdled,  after  it  has  been  fome  time 
in  the  ftomach,  it  is  always,  a worfe  fign.  But 
when  the  milk  comes  up  in  a curdled  ftate,  it 
proves  that  the  ftomach  having  digefted  what  it 
has  received,  hath  not  power  to  pufh  it  forward 
into  the  bowels,  and  therefore  throws  up  a part 
of  it.*  Jf  this  be  the  cafe,  the  ftomach  may 
perhaps  require  to  be  emptied  of  its  whole  con- 
tents, which  may  then  be  eafily  done,  by  giving 
a little  warm  water,  or  chamomile  tea.  The 
caufe  of  the  indigeftion  was  an  accidental  reple- 
tion ; that  removed,  together  with  the  confe- 

* I have  known  a child  throw  up  apiece  of  curd  full  as 
large  as  the  thumb  of  a grown  perfon.and  as  firm  as  a piece 
of  dough;  and  be  perfectly  well  the  next  minute. 
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quent  foulnefs,  or  bad  juices  of  the  flomach,  the 
effect  alfo  will  generally  ceafe,  and  unlefs  the 
vomiting  returns,  from  any  further  injury  the 
repletion  may  have  occafioned,  it  requires  no- 
thing more.  To  diflrefs  the  child,  on  every 
fuch  occafion,  with  a lickening  emetic,  or  drench 
it  with  rhubarb  and  magnelia,  is  as  needlefs  as  it 
would  be  to  wake  a patient  out  of  a found  deep 
to  give  him  an  opiate.  Only  let  the  child  fall  a 
little  after  having  emptied  the  flomach  of  its 
load,  and  the  nurle  be  careful  not  to  overfil  it  for 
the  future,  and  it  will  rarely  want  any  other  af- 
fi  fiance. 

If  the  vomiting,  on  the  other  hand,  has  arifen 
from  acrid  diet,  a little  further  difcipiine  may 
be  requifite,  becaufe  fome  half  digefled  food  has 
got  into  the  bowels,  perhaps  for  feveral  days  toge- 
ther. In  this  cafe,  a gentle  laxative,  and  change 
of  food  for  one  of  a milder  kind,  is  all  that  is  ge- 
nerally necefTary ; or  if  there  be  a prevailing 
acidity  in  the  flomach,  either  the  teflaceous  pow- 
ders, or  magnelia,  (according  to  the  flate  of  the 
bowels)  may  be  mixed  with  the  food,  or  be 
otherwife  adminillered  for  two  or  three  days,  as 
the  occafion  may  require.  Or  a drop  or  two  of 
the  aqua  kali,  or  a little  caflile,  or  almond  foap, 
are  excellent  remedies,  efpecially  when  the  flools 
are  unufually  green,  or  clayey  ; not  only  as  they 
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will  tend  to  correct  acidity,  * but  promote  the 
fecretion  of  bile,  as  well  as  a generous  warmth 
in  the  firft  paffages,  and  affift  the  digeflion.  For 
which  purpofes  alfo,  myrrhe,  though  an  obfolete, 
is  an  excellent  remedy,  when  infants  are  a few 
months  old.  Should  the  vomiting  be  a fymptom 
attending  fome  other  difeafe,  its  remedy  will  turn 
on  the  proper  treatment  of  its  caufe.  Should  it 
follow  upon  a fuppreffion  of  difcharge  behind  the 
ears,  and  more  efpecially  if  confequent  upon  the 
■ufe  of  drying  applications,  a return  of  the  dif- 
charge fhould  be  folicited.  Or  if  the  caufe  be 
the  fudden  difappearance  of  fome  eruption  on  the 
fkin,  its  appropriate  remedies  muft  be  employed  ; 
and  the  infant  be  put  to  bed  : and  if  the  vomit- 
ing continues,  an  emetic  fhould  be  given,  and 
afterwards  a blifler,  or  warm  plaifler,  applied  to 
the  pit  of  the  flomach  ; or  fome  light  cordial  be 
administered. 

Dr.  A.  HoMEh  ftrongly  recommends  the  fol- 
lowing. 


* It  is  well  known  how  fmall  a quantity  of  foap  put  into  a 
churn  will  prevent  a due  feparation  of  the  component  parts 
of  the  milk,  fo  as  to  allow  very  little,  or  no  butter  to  be 
made  ; whereas,  a little  vinegar  effects  the  feparation  almoft 
inftantaneoufly,  and  faves  a vaft  deal  of  trouble. 

+ On  the  Difeafes  of  Children,  177 6.  Though  this  work 
..  has  been  fo  long  publilhed,  I did  not  happen  to  fee  it  until 


Vomiting. 


\05 


R.  Decodt.  Cort.  Peruv.  % ij. 

Syrupi  Papaver.  alb.  gij. 

Ft.  Miftura,  cujus  fumatur  Cochleare 
minimum,  vel  Infantum  fecunda  quaq.  hora. 

Having  mentioned  emetics,  I fhall  take  this 
occafion  to  obferve,  that  the  choice  of  them  will 
be  always  beft  determined  by  the  nature  of  the 
complaints  for  which  they  are  adminiftered.  In 
thofe  of  the  firffc  paflages,  ipecacuanha  is  ge- 
nerally the  beft  ; but  if  a fever  lliould  attend,  or 
it  be  wifhed  to  promote  a gentle  perforation, 
thofe  of  antimony  are  preferable  ; or  laftly,  in 
diforders  of  the  bread,  the  oxymel,  conferve,  or 
tincture  of  fquills. 

But  a more  troublefome  vomiting  will  fome- 
times  arife  in  unhealthy  children,  from  too  great 
a fenfibility,  or  too  great  an  irritability  of  the 
nerves  of  the  ftomach.  Such  medicines  are  then 
indicated  as  will  brace,  or  ftrengthen  that  organ, 
and  abate  its  fenfibility.  For  the  former,  a cold 
infufion  of  the  bark,  or  of  chamomile  flowers, 

my  laft  Edition  was  in  the  prefs.  It  contains  many  remarks 
that  do  the  author  great  credit,  confidering  the  time  in  which 
it  was  written ; but  it  is  very  deficient  in  difcriminating  the 
ages  of  children,  and  the  adj lifting  the  dofe  proper  for  them, 
even  where  mercury  and  opium  enter  into  the  compofttion  ; 
a negleft  of  the  greater  importance  as  he  writes  profefledly 
for  female  readers. 
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with  orange  peel  and  ginger,  and  fometimes  a 
little  rhubarb:  for  the  latter,  a faline  mixture 
with  a drop  or  two  of  laudanum.  And  the  be- 
nefit of  thefe  may  be  increafed  by  aromatic  and 
(pirituous  fomentations  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach, 
or  by  the  labdanum  plaifter,  with  a little  theria- 
ca  added  to  it.  Alfo  the  following, 

R.  Gum  maftic.  eleCL 
Stor.  calamin. 

Pulv.  Nuc.  Fr.  Myrifticse 

Fol.  Myrti 

P'lor  Balauft.  aa  gj, 

Cera  atque  Tereb.  aa  Cb  S.  ut  ft.  Em-/' 
plaftrum,  alutae  induce ndum. 

R.  Ung.  fimpl.  3’iij. 

Olei  Macis  (did.) 

Rorifmarini  aa  9 f$. 

. Balf.  Peruv.  9ij. 

M.  F.  Unguent,  quo  tot  quotidie  Regio 
Stomachi  atque  Umbilici  calide  inungatur,  fu- 
praponendo  ulterius  morfum  lanulae. 

Laflly,  a vomiting  may  arife  from  a ftrangu- 
lated  hernia.  When  therefore,  fcarcely  any 
thing  is  found  to  flay  on  the  ftomach,  or  all  the 
above  remedies  fail  to  remove  a frequent  difpo- 
fttion  to  vomit,  practitioners  will  be  aware  of  it, 
and  make  a due  examination  of  the  feveral 
parts  where  ruptures  appear. 
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Cardialgia,  or  Inflammation  of  the 
Stomach. 

This  is  a difeafe  very  feldom  met  with,  I be- 
lieve, in  this  country,  but  is  common  in  France  , 
as  appears  by  a paper  read  before  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine , in  Paris , by  Mr.  Sail- 
lant;  and  is  faid  to  attack  children  of  four  or 
five  years  of  age. 

The  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe 
are,  great  pain  in  the  region  of  the  ftomach, 
fometimes  recurring  every  quarter  of  an  hour; 
violent  contortions  of  the  child ; and  the  appli- 
cation of  a hand  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  Mr. 
Saillant  in  the  firft  inftance  fufpecfted  thefe 
fymptoms  to  be  owing  to  worms,  and  prefcribed 
accordingly ; but  that  child  dying  in  a few 
days,  the  body  was  afterwards  opened,  and  the 
prefence  of  genuine  inflammation  of  the  fto- 
mach,  and  of  a part  of  the  inteflinal  canal  was 
clearly  demonftrated. 

The  treatment  of  this  dreadful  difeafe  is, 
however,  reprefented  as  very  Ample,  conlifting 
only  in  cooling  and  laxative  remedies,  which 
when  adminiftered  in  good  time,  are  laid  to  be 
ufually  fuccefsful.  For  this  purpofe,  Mr.  Sail- 
J'Ant  has  generally  adminiftered  the  juice  of 
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lettuce,  by  fpoonsful,  every  hour;  an  idea  he 
took  up  from  Baglivi,  who  directed  the 
juice  of  the  fow-thiftle  in  the  hemitritus,  under 
fymptoms  analogous  to  thofe  of  the  cardialgia. 
The  juice  of  lettuce  was  generally  found  to 
relieve  the  pains  in  a fhort  time,  and  fome 
infants  who  had  been  judged  to  be  in  a hopelefs 
ftate,  and  even  at  the  point  of  death,  were 
perfectly  recovered. 

Mr.  Andrij  has  done  me  the  kindnefs  of  ac- 
quainting me,  that  he  has  fometimes  met  with' 
this  complaint  in  the  Jiofpice  des  infans  trouves , 
efpecially  during  the  fummer,  and  at  fuch  other 
times  as  infants  have  been  obliged  to  continue 
there  without  the  breaft,  for  the  want  of  wet- 
nurfes,  (who  are  ufually  other  wife  engaged  in  the 
harveft  and  vintage  feafons ;}  as  well  as  during  a 
hard  froft.  In  the  inftances  Mr.  Andrij  has  feen, 
the  infants  were  found  to  vomit  up  every  thing 
that  was  given  them ; which  it  is  probable,  mufl 
generally  be  the  cafe  where  the  ftomach  is  actually 
inflamed.  In  fuch  inftances,  perhaps,  fomenta- 
tions, or  a blifter,  to  the  ftomach,  and  the  ufe  of 
a warm-bath,  together  with  caftor-oil,  or  other 
demulcent  laxative,  ought  alfo  to  be  made  trial 

of. 
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Tormina,  or  Gripes. 

np 

JL  HE  Gripes  is  a very  common  term  amongft 
nurfes,  and  fome  writers  on  children’s  difeafes 
have  treated  of  it  under  a didind  head ; but 
this  ferves  to  perplex  matters,  indead  of  explain- 
ing them.  If  a child  be  not  hungry,  nor  hurt 
by  fome  parts  of  its  drefs,  there  will  always  be 
fymptoms  attending  to  account  for  its  crying, 
and  other  expredions  of  pain.  The  caule  is,  in- 
deed, very  commonly  in  the  bowels,  and  may  be 
increafed  by  codivenefs  and  wind,  which  have 
already  been  treated  of,  but  more  commonly  ma- 
nifelts  itfelf  by  a purging,  which  comes  next  in 
order  to  be  confidered.  I Ihall  only  previoudy 
oblerve,  that  children  when  very  much  griped, 
fometimes  refufe  taking  the  bread,  though  offered 
them  repeatedly,  when  placed,  in  the  ulual  man- 
ner, on  the  nurfe’s  arm,  but  will  take  it,  never- 
thelels,  very  readily  if  they  are  held,  upright, 
before  her. — The  reafon  of  this,  perhaps,  is,  that 
the  offenfive  and  irritating  matters  in  the  domach 
then  defcend  from  the  cardia,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly fenfible  from  its  numerous  nerves. 

Di  arriicea. 

■Under  the  article  of  vomiting  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  frequent  puking  is  oftentimes  an  at- 
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tendant  upon  Tome  other  complaint,  and  then 
demands  a peculiar  attention,  and  is  to  be  treated 
agreeably  to  the  nature  of  fuch  complaints;  and 
there  is  perhaps,  none  which  it  more  frequently 
accompanies  than  a diarrhoea. 

Vomiting  and  purging  very  often  arife  from 
unwholefome  milk  or  other  food,  and  from  a 
moifl  cold  air,  as  well  as  from  the  fudden  dif- 
appearance  of  fome  eruption  on  the  fkin.  The 
purging  is  not  then  haftily  to  be  flopped,  nor 
even  abforbent  powders  to  be  given,  till  the 
offenfive  matter  be  firfl  carried  off ; and  if  a 
vomiting  attend,  the  cure  fhould  begin  by  ad- 
miniflering  an  emetic.  But  though  the  purging 
ought  not  to  be  checked  without  previous  eva- 
cuations, nor  to  be  flopped  haftily,  yet  it  is  not 
to  be  treated  with  a daily  exhibition  of  rhubarb, 
which,  though  a common  practice  with  many, 
ferves  to  prolong  a purging  after  the  caufe  has 
been  removed,  by  keeping  up  a continued 
flimulus.  The  diarrhoea,  indeed,  is  a complaint 
often  as  difficult  to  treat  as  any  in  the  infant 
flate,  and  is  therefore  worthy  of  particular  no- 
tice. In  a general  way  it  may  be  faid,  that  a 
fufficient  dole  or  two  of  rhubarb  fhould  be  ad- 
miniflered  in  the  beginning,  and  afterwards  ab- 
forbents.  If  the  purging  fhould  flill  continue, 
.an  emetic  will  flill  be  neceffarv,  as  purges  do  not 
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always  lie  long  enough  in  the  ftomach  to  carry  off 
the  offenfive  matter  it  contains  Alter  this,  it  is 
often  necelfary,  that  the  child  be  purged  again  ^ 
for  it  lhould  always  be  remembered,  that  many 
complaints  of  infants,  whether  feated  only  in  the 
firft-paffages,  or  attended  with  fever,  will  fre- 
quently feem  to  be  giving  way  upon  procuring 
{tools  freely,  but  will  foon  return  if  the  feme 
means  be  not  repeated,  till  the  whole  irritating 
matter  be  carried  down.  Should  fuch  repetition 
fail  of  fuccefs,  though  the  diet  has  been  care- 
fully attended  to,  the  ufe  of  them  at  prelent 
lhould  be  laid  afide,  and  recourfe  be  again  had 
to  abforbents,  and  if  there  be  no  fever,  to  light 
cordials,  and  even  to  opiates ; without  the  latter 
of  which,  many  bowel  complaints  will  not  admit 
of  a lafting  cure,  owing  to  the  great  irritability 
of  infants.  Such  medicines  are  not,  indeed, 
very  often  required  till  children  are  fome  months 
old : but  when  they  are  found  necelTary,  not 
only  may  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  but  even  lau- 
danum be  given  with  the  moft  perfect  fafety ; 
though  from  the  time  of  Galen,  (who  cautions 
againlt  giving  theriaca  to  children)  till  of  later 
years,  many  phyficians  have  been  fearful  of  di- 
recting them,  (arguing  from  their  abufe  againft 
their  ufe)  and  efpecially  Harris,  who  in  other 
refpedts,  has  written  fo  well  on  their  difeafes,  I 
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remember  being  called  to  fee  an  infant  of  only 
two  days  old,  who,  through  a miftake,  had 
taken  fome  hours  before,  four  drops  of  lauda- 
num. The  parents  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the 
child’s  lying  in  a comatofe  Hate,  without  being 
able  to  take  the  bread  or  open  its  eyes.  I ad- 
vifed  therefore  only  to  get  a little  bread-milk 
down  with  a tea-fpoon,  and  encouraged  them  to 
believe  that  the  laudanum  would  do  no  kind  of 
harm ; the  infant  having  no  diforder  for  which 
that  medicine  was  improper.  Accordingly,  though 
the  child  lay  deeping  above  fix  and  thirty  hours, 
it  afterwards  awoke  perfectly  well. — This  is  men- 
tioned, however,  only  by  way  of  encouragement 
to  fuch  as  may  be  fearful  of  adminiftering  opiates 
even  where  they  are  necedary.  They  are,  never- 
thelefs,  very  powerful  medicines,  and  diould  be 
prefcribed  with  due  caution  for  patients  of  every 
age,  and  efpecially  for  infants.  A like  caution 
may  be  necedary  in  regard  ta  cordials,  which  are, 
neverthelefs,  in  many  cafes  equally  proper,  not- 
withftanding  a modern  prejudice  againft  them. 
There  is  a certain  coldnefs  and  languor  in  infants 
when  they  are  ill,  efpecially  under  fome  bowel 
complaints ; and  whenever  they  may  be  in  that 
date,  that  clafs  of  medicines  will  have  a very 
happy  effedt.  . ’ 
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It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  a purging  is 
not  always  a difeafe.  The  bowels  are  the  great 
natural,  and  critical  outlet  in  infants,  as  the  pores 
of  the  fkin,  and  the  kidneys  are  in  adults ; al- 
though in  both,  from  their  vaft  extent  of  fur- 
face,  they  fpread  a very  broad  mark  for  the  fhafts 
of  difeafe.  Not  the  mere  difcharge,  therefore, 
but  the  caufe  of  it  is,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  be 
removed,  and  the  ill  effects  are  to  be  guarded 
againft  by  keeping  the  purging  within  bounds. 
For  this  purpofe,  the  chalk  julep,  as  it  is  an 
aftringent  only  by  abforbing  the  acrid,  or  chang- 
ing the  acid,  and  irritating  matter,  is  as  fafe  as  it 
is  ufeful ; becomes  an  excellent  anodyne,  and 
after  the  bowels  have  been  well  cleanfed,  will 
ufually  accomplilh  the  cure. 

Dr.  Armstrong  takes  occafion  to  fpeak 
againft  the  ufe  of  abforbent  powders,  and  pre- 
fers wine  of  antimony,  from  a fufpicion  he  has 
entertained  of  the  great  dependance  that  modern 
writers  appear  to  have  placed  in  them,  previous 
to  the  exhibition  of  purges,  on  account  of  their 
known  property  of  correcting  acidity ; and  lays, 
that  in  cafes  of  extreme  danger,  a phyfician  who 
is  called  in  late,  would,  according  to  this  prac- 
tice, often  find  no  opportunity  for  purging  at  all. 
But  furely  this  is  fcarcely  an  argument  to  prove 
the  fuperiority  of  his  method,  fince  no  writer 
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that  I know  of,  ever  defigned  it  as  a rule  without 
exception  ; and  Harris,  who  has  faid  as  much 
as  any  man  in  commendation  of  the  abforbent 
powders,  does  not  deny  the  expediency  of  fome- 
times  beginning  with  purgative  medicines.;.  But 
had  it  been  otherwife,  the  argument  goes  no  fur- 
ther than  to  prove,  that  in  cafes  of  great  danger, 
the  wine  of  antimony,  being  both  an  emetic  and 
a purge,  ought  to  precede  the  ufe  of  the  tefta- 
ceous  powders.  Inftead  of  this,  Dr.  Arm- 
strong Hides  into  a general  conclufion  from 
premifes  evidently  limited  ; though  he  has  ad- 
vanced nothing  againft  an  efbabl ifhed,  and  fuc- 
cefsful  method  of  treatment.  And  I may  add, 
that  whilft  he  is  fearful,  that  the  abforbent  pow- 
ders (which  nobody  prefcribes  without  fome 
purging  medicines,)  fhould  check  the  loofenefs, 
and  thereby  increafe  the  fever ; he  ventures,  after 
a repetition  of  the  antimony,  to  adminifter  what 
he  calls  a gentle  paregoric,  or  opiate,  to  appeafe 
the  pain,  confifting  of  a dram  of  fyrup  of  white 
poppies,  repeated  every  three  or  four  hours,  till 
that  end  be  obtained.  So  that  if  the  pain  fhould 
continue  for  nine  hours,  a child  will  take  half  an 
ounce  of  the  fyrup;  and  this  Dr.  Armstrong 
obferves  is  the  only  medicine  he  gives,  except 
wine  of  antimony,  which  (notwithflanding  the 
opiate)  he  fuppofes  to  be  the  efficient  remedy — - 
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but  how  much  more  powerful  a reftringent,  in 
its  ultimate  effeCl,  the  fyrup  is,  than  the  abfor- 
bent  powders,  it  is  unnecelfary  to  fay. 

It  is  an  improper  exhibition  of  abforbents,  I 
apprehend,  rather  than  their  dofe,  that  has  made 
fome  practitioners  fo  averfe  to  them  for  they 
certainly  ought,  in  many  cafes,  to  be  given  in 
large  quantities : but  if  adminiftered  too  early, 
and  long  continued,  the  (tools  may  become  like 
plafter  of  Paris,  and  be  with  difficulty  excreted. 
Such  an  inttance  is  mentioned  by  Boerhaavr, 
who  had,  neverthelefs,  a very  favourable  opinion 
of  them,  as  will  be  noticed  hereafter.  There  is, 
however,  fome  fallacy  in  regard  to  the  colour  of 
the  (tools  5 as  this  kind  is  obferved  on  different 
occafions,  in  children  who  have  never  taken  any 
of  the  teftacea,  if  the  fecretion  of  the  bile  be 
obftruCted ; (as  in  jaundiced  adults,)  and  will 
be  noticed  in  its  place. 

In  his  fecond  edition,  Dr.  Armstrong  men- 
tions another  method  he  has  fallen  upon  for 
curing  this  diforder,  which,  however,  appears  to 
be  recurring  to  the  ancient  method  of  treating 
bowel  complaints ; and  feems,  indeed,  to  over- 
turn the  idea  he  had  entertained  of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  wine  of  antimony  over  every  other 
medicine.  This  method,  he  tells  us,  is  by 
deanfing  the  bowels,  by  means  of  proper  pur- 

I 2 


116 


Dl  AHRlId,  A. 


gatives,  joined  with  anodynes,  intermixed  in 
fiich  a manner  as  to  correct  the  griping  quality 
of  the  medicines,  and  leffen  the  (timulus  occa- 
fioned  by  the  acrimony  of  the  (tools. — A plan 
worthy  of  imitation,  it  is  apprehended,  and 
though  not  likely  to  be  proper  in  all  cafes, 
mud,  as  an  occafional  practice,  be  fafe  and  be- 
neficial. 

Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  kind  of  (tools  that 
come  away,  which  are  feldom  healthy  and  na- 
tural, and  a,re  ufually  diftinguifhed  into  the  four 
and  curdled,  (limy,  mucous,  green,  pale,  clayey, 
watery,  and  bloody  ;*  fome  of  which  are  at  times 
alfo  fetid.  Under  fome  of  thefe,  and  particu- 
larly the  latter,  fome  powerful  purgative,  fuch 
as  fenna-tea,  is  generally  neceflary,  if  the  child 
is  not  very  young.  True  bloody  (tools,  indeed, 
are  lefs  common  in  infants  than  adults,  and  fel- 
dom occur  but  in  the  laft  (tage  of  the  dileafe  j 
but  a few  (treaks  of  blood  may  fometimes  be 
mixed  with  the  feces,  which  ariling  only  from 
the  hemorrhoidal  veins  is  of  no  confequence. 
Watery  (tools  will  be  confidered  apart,  under 
the  head  of  the  true  watery  gripes : at  prefent  I 
(hall  only  obferve,  that  very  threatning  appear- 

* On  feces  difcoloured  by  blood,  or  otherwife  blackilh, 
particular  notice  will  be  taken,  under  the  head  of  Fever,  and 
in  VqL  iii,  where  mention  is  made  of  fore  nipples. 
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ances  of  that  affe&ion,  when  green  and  curdled 
matters  are  purging  off,  are  fometimes  happily 
removed,  in  a day  or  two,  by  a gentle  emetic 
and  fuch  a warm  purge  as  that  noticed  below. 
When  the  ftools  appear  very  flimy,  and  more 
efpecially  the  four,  or  curdled,  or  when  the  child 
is  much  difpofed  to  hiccough,  the  magnefia,  and 
other  abforbent  powers  are  calculated  to  afford 
peculiar  afliftance,  and  may  be  warmed  by  any 
fuitable  aromatic.  When  the  ftools  are  very 
green,  or  white  and  clayey,  a drop  or  two  of  the 
aqua  kali  may  be  occafionally  put  into  the  other 
medicines,  or  a little  foap  be  diffolved  in  the 
clyfters,  which  are  effentially  neceftary  when 
much  griping  attends  this  complaint ; fome 
light  cordial  is  alfo  frequently  ufeful,  and  the 
child’s  belly  may  be  rubbed  with  a little  warm 
brandy;  or  be  fomented  with  a deco<ftion  of 
chamomile  flowers,  or  white  poppy  heads.  But 
if  the  tormina  be  great,  clyfters  of  the  whey  of 
cows  or  affes  ijiilk,  as  advifed  by  Hoffman, 
will  often  be  found  very  ufeful,  and  fhould  the 
infant  be  much  emaciated,  a portion  of  the  tugar 
of  milk*  fhould  be  added  to  them. 

It  may  be  obferved  in  this  place,  as  a pretty 

* The  fugar  of  milk  may  be  procured  by  only  evaporat- 
ing the  whey  by  flow  boiling  ; but  may  be  made  more  pure 
hy  firft  clarifying  it  by  the  white  of  eggs. 
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general  indication,  that  purgatives  forinfants 
ought  to  be  made  potentially  warm,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  a little  ginger,  pounded  cardamom- 
feed,  carraway-tea,  or  dill-water;  which  is  of 
more  confequence  than  is  ufually  apprehended. 
I have  indeed,  known  a careful  attention  to  this 
circumftance  alone,  happily  fupprefs  complaints 
in  the  bowels,  which  had  long  continued  obfli- 
nate,  though,  in  other  refpedts,  properly  treated. 
On  this  account,  I venture  to  recommend  the 
following  as  an  excellent  general  remedy,  efpe- 
cially  as  infants  are  pleafed  with  it,  and  it  will 
keep  for  a great  length  of  time. 

R.  Fulv.  Rhei  gr.  xv. 

Magnes.  alba  3 ft 
Aq.  Faniculi 
Anathi  aa  3yj. 

Syrupi  Rofa  ^ ft 

Spir.  Ammonia  comp.  gtt.  xv.  ft.  miflura, 
cujus  fumantur  Cochl.  ij  vel  iij  minima,  bis, 
terve  in  die,  vel  ut  opus  fit.  Or, 

R.  Pulv.  Rhei 
Nucis  myrift. 

Magnes.  alba  aa  gr.  iij  vel  iv.  Sit  pro  pul- 
vere,  deglutiendo  e cochleare  minimo  fyrupi 
Rofa. 

Should  purgings  return  frequently,  it  will  be 
very  ufeful  (efpecially  in  the  time  of  teething, 


Diarrhoea. 


119 


or  upon  the  ftriking  in  of  fome  eruption  on  the 
ikin),  to  procure  a little  difeharge  behind  the 
ears,  or  to  apply  a burgundy-pitch  plafter  to  the 
back.  For  the  former  purpofe,  fome  finely 
pounded  Spanifh  flies  may  be  rubbed  on  the  part, 
till  a flight  excoriation,  or  rawnefs,  is  produced; 
or  perhaps  a better  method,  is  to  draw  a piece  of 
coarfe  doubled  worfted,  or  a bit  of  narrow  tape, 
through  a piece  of  the  emplaft.  cantharidis,  and 
lay  it  clofe  behind  the  ears  where  they  rife  from 
the  head,  and  repeating  it  occafionally ; which 
will  produce  a difeharge  exaftjy  from  the  fpot 
n . where  it  is  wont  naturally  to  arife.  The  follow- 
ing preparation  is  highly  extolled  by  Boer- 
haave,*  as  an  almofl  univerfal  medicine  in  the 
difeafes  of  infants ; and  is  certainly  a good  reme- 
dy, efpecially  in  their  bowel  complaints,  and 
particularly  when  attended  with  green  (tools, 
after  the  exhibition  of  proper  opening  medicines. 

ft.  Sapon.  dur.  Hifp.  51J. 

Margarit.  ppt.  3L 
Syr.  Alth.  2-  ft 

Chel.  Cancr.  ppt.' gift 
Aq.  Menth.  fativse 

Fasniculi  aa  J iij 

ft.  miflura,  cujus  fumatur  cochl.  infantum 
octava  quaq.  hora. 

% 

* Epijl.  1 . ma. — ad  J.  B.  E a s $ a n d : a phyfician  at  Vienna. 
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Notice  is  taken  in  another  place,*  of  pale 
(tools  being  no  uncommon  occurrence  when 
children  are  breeding  their  teeth.  They  are  alfo 
met  within  fevers,  as  well  as  in  fimple  diforders 
of  the  bowels ; and  therefore  might  be  introdu- 
ced under  either  of  the  former  heads,  inftead  of 
this  place.  But  as  the  (tools  are  very  numerous 
and  watery,  and  the  purging  itfelf  is  the  firit  oc- 
currence, it  has  feemed,  upon  the  whole,  proper 
to  give  it  a formal  difcuflion  under  the  prefent 
article. 

The  complaint,  however,  has  been  found  moft 
obftinate  in  children  who  are  turned  of  a vear  * 
old,  and  cutting  their  double  teeth.  The  (tools 
are  not  only  clayey,  thin,  and  very  white,  but 
curdled  like  thofe  of  very  young  infants  at  the 
bread.  In  the  beginning,  it  is  feldom  attended 
with  any  degree  of  pain,  or  other  complaint, 
except  it  be  the  lofs  of  appetite ; and  this  has 
led  parents  and  fometimes  other  people  to  think, 
that  the  difcharge  ought  to  be  checked  by  abfor- 
bents,  or  opiates.  But  nothing  can  be  fo  im- 
proper ; the  (kin  foon  becoming  hot,  the  tongue 
white,  and  the  diforder  rarely  yielding  to  any 
treatment  under  two  or  three  weeks.  This  is 
almoft  always  the  cafe,  if  teething  be  any  wife 
concerned  in  the  complaint,  unlefs  the  teeth 


* See  the  Chapter  on  Teething . 
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happen  to  be  nearly  cut  through : though  a 
purging  with  pale  ftools,  it  has  been  faid,  is  met 
with  in  fevers  of  another  kind,  where  the  caufe 
is  confined  wholly  to  the  firft-paflages. 

Whatever  the  age  of  children  may  be,  they 
are  always  fomewife  indifpofed  while  the  alvine 
difcbarges  are  of  this  colour ; and  whether  there 
be  either  fever,  or  purging,  or  not,  children  lofe 
their  flefh ; as  it  is  indeed,  likely  they  fhould 
from  this  clay-like  matter  (licking  to  the  coats 
of  the  inteftines,  and  preventing  the  due  abforp- 
tion  of  the  nutricious  parts  of  their  food.  This 
is  efpecially  true,  when  the  ftools  are  thick  as 
well  as  pale ; or  if  they  be  of  a leaden-blue 
colour  and  very  adhefive,  or  pally,  and  in  amaz- 
ing quantity,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe. 

Whether  the  teething  be  materially  concerned 
or  not,  purging  is  the  proper  and  principal  re- 
medy, unlefs  the  gums  are  in  a ftate  to  be  lan- 
ced, or  the  ftools  fhould  continue  a long  time 
very  pale,  or  clayey,  after  the  fever  and  purging 
difappear.  In  the  latter  cafe,  fome  faponaceous 
medicine  will  prove  ferviceable,  fuch  as  the  aqua 
kali  pracparati,  or  a few  drops  of  fpiritus  am- 
moniac compofitus,  taken  two  or  three  times  a 
day ; the  bowels  being  dill  carefully  kept  open. 

Where  dentition  is  the  probable  fource  of  irri- 
tation, and  of  thefe  pale  ftools,  but  lancing 
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the  gums  has  not  accelerated  the  irruption  of  the 
teeth,  or  the  period  is  too  early  to  exped  benefit 
from  it,  children  are  oftentimes  not  only  free 
from  fever,  but  are,  on  the  other  hand,  cold 
and  languid,  and  fhould  therefore  be  purged  lefs 
frequently.  Some  cordial  medicine  fhould  alfo 
be  adminiftered  on  the  intermediate  days,  as 
well  as  on  the  evenings  after  the  phyfic  has  oper- 
ated. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  difeafe,  the  adive 
purges  are  the  molt  proper,  fuch  as  caftor-oil, 
fenna,  and  fometimes  calomel ; or,  if  the  fever 
be  confiderable,  an  infufion  of  burnt- fponge 
and  fenna,  a preparation  equally  adapted  both  to 
the  fever,  and  this  kind  of  purging. 

Another  bad  kind  of  ftools  appears  fometimes 
during  teething,  that  has  been  alarming  to  many, 
as  nothing  like  it,  that  I know  of,  appears  fpon- 
taneoufly  in  infants  at  any  other  period  ; though 
it  is  not  uncommon  in  adults,  and  efpecially,  I 
think,  in  females.  This  is  a difcharge  of  a very 
thick  mucus,  which  appears  in  great  quantities, 
and  fometimes  accompanied  with  a little  blood. 

Neither  of  thefe  difcharges,  however,  do  any 
harm,  if  the  bowels  be  kept  a little  more  than 
ufually  open,  by  fome  foft  purgative,  and  fome 
light  cordial  interpofed,  or  the  teft.  oftreor.  ppt.. 
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if  found  necefiliry,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the 

bowels. 

The  caule  of  this  appearance  feems  to  be  of 
the  fame  kind  with  that  in  adults,  and  from 
mere  irritation  falling  on  the  glands  of  the 
bowels,  and  keeping  up  an  increafed  fecretion  of 
their  natural  mucus : and  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  time  of  teething,  is  that  in  which  the  bowels 
are  peculiarly  liable  to  irritation. 

To  the  various  obfervations  that  have  been 

i 

made  I (hall  briefly  add  ; that  there  is  a dif- 
ordered  date  of  bowels,  which  frequently  occurs, 
and  is  difpofed  to  continue  a long  time,  during 
which,  infants,  though  not  often  precifely  ill,  do 
not  thrive,  nor  look  well. — The  flools  are  faid  to 
be  always  bad  ; being  fometimes  of  a green  co- 
lour, at  others,  of  a pafly  confidence  ; fome- 
times very  numerous,  and  at  others,  infants  are 
for  feveral  days  very  codive. 

In  this,  as  well  as  other  bowel  affections  before 
deferibed,  when  laxative,  alcaline  and  abforb- 
ent  medicines  have  been  found  to  procure  no 
permanent  goocl  effedt,  calomel  often  proves  a fo- 
vereign  remedy;  and  maybe  given  in  the  dofe  of 
half  a grain,,  or  more,  to  infants  in  the  month, 
for  two,  three,  or  four  fucceffive  nights.  In  ge- 
neral nothing  purgative  fhould  be  adminidered, 
the  following  mornings,  but  the  mercury  be 
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left  to  its  proper  aft  ion.  It  is  certain,  that  this 
mineral  has  a marked  operation  on  the  liver, 
obviating  a morbid  aftion,  and  as  a ftimulant, 
when  inert  3 and  is' an  equally  well  known  deob- 
ftruent  for  all  the  glandular  fyffem,  and  will  be 
found  a very  fafe  and  efficacious  medicine  3 in- 
fants being  known  to  bear  mercury  much  better 
even  than  many  adults. 

When  purgings  have  continued  a long  time 
without  any  amendment,  a peculiar  tightnefs  of 
the  ikin  will  fometimes  take  place  in  the  laft 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  affording  always  an  unfavou- 
rable prognoftic  3 and  of  which  further  notice 
will  be  taken  under  the  article  of  Skin-bound. 

I come,  laftly,  to  treat  of  the  Lientery , or  true 
Watery-Gripes,  fo  called,  which  is  efteemed  the 
mod  dangerous  of  all  purgings,  and  is  ufually 
thought  fatal,  though  perhaps  without  reafon3 
fince  if  properly  treated,  children  recover  from  it 
as  well  as  from  exceffive  purgings  of  any  other 
kind,  unlefs  it  happen  after  fome  other  illnefs,  or 
to  very  fmall  and  tender  infants  during  the 
month.  It  is  not  the  having  a few  very  thin 
ffools,  however,*  that  is  an  evidence  of  the  true 
watery-gripes,  for  in  almoft  every  purging  of 
a few  days  continuance,  the  ffools  are  very  thin  - 
as  well  as  numerous.  But  in  this  cafe,  they  are 
thin  very  early  in  the  difeafe  3 the  child  looks 
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wretchedly,  and  every  thing  it  takes  runs  almoft 
immediately  through  it,  with  very  little  change, 
as  in  the  lientery  of  adults.  It  fliould  likewife 
be  remarked,  that  thefe  fymptoms  continue,  and 
are  increafed  as  the  difeafe  advances ; it  having 
been  already  noticed,  that  there  is  a femblance  of 
watery-gripes,  that  will  otherwife  deceive,  as  it 
requires  a different  treatment.  In  this  cafe,  the 
(fools  are  perfectly  watery,  and  tinged  only  with 
the  bile,  and  are  very  numerous ; the  thin 
(tools  arifing  from  a violent,  but  ineffectual  ef- 
fort of  nature  to  get  rid  of  cffenfive  matter  : for 
upon  exhibiting  a warm  purgative,  or  caftor-oil, 
feveral  very  thick,  and  always  clayey  (tools  are 
brought  away.  A mixture  with  chalk  and  aro- 
matics fhould  then  be  adminiftered  ; to  which 
laudanum  fhould  be  added,  if  the  (tools  are 
(till  too  numerous,  and  the  child  appears  much 
debilitated.  The  purging  medicines  muff:  be 
afterwards  repeated  as  long  as  the  (tools  fhall  be 
clayey  ; and  the  reftringent  cordial  interpofed,  as 
occaffon  may  require. 

In  the  true  watery  gripes  there  is  not  the  like 
indication  for  purging,  but  the  Cure  fhould  be 
begun  by  adminiftering  one  or  more  emetics,  ef- 
pecially  when  the  (tools  are  of  a dark  colour  and 
fetid  ; as  they  frequently  are  in  the  earlier  pe- 
riods of  the  complaint.  And  to  this  end,  a 
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pretty  drong  one  fhould  be  prepared,  which 
fhould  be  given  in  divided  doles,  at  about  a quar-* 
ter  of  an  hour’s  diflance,  till  a proper  effed  is 
produced  ; and  fome  hours  afterwards  a warm 
purge  with  rhubarb  lliould  be  adminidered,  if 
the  difeafe  be  not  very  far  advanced.  After  the 
firft  paffages  have  been  cleared,  the  eighth  part 
of  a grain,  or  lefs,  of  ipecacuanha,  or  a drop  or 
two  of  wine  of  - antimony,  given  every  three  or 
four  hours,  with  a few  grains  of  the  tedaceous 
powders,  or  the  aromatic  confedion,  appear  to 
me  amongft  the  bed  remedies  in  the  earlier  pe- 
riods of  the  complaint.  Indeed,  ipecacuanha  in 
very  fmall  dofes,  efpecially  if  duly  guarded  by 
fome  gentle  aromatic,  is  both  lo  ufeful  and  fafe 
a remedy,  that  it  fliould  not  be  hadily  laid 
alide : and  when  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  for  - 
fome  time,  will  effect  wonders,  not  only  in  long  J; 
purgings,  but  in  other  chronical  complaints.  | 
The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  vinum  antimonii, 
which  in  the  lefs  aggravated  watery  gripes,  or 
where  a purging  is  for  a long  time  attended  with 
very  bad  dools,  forbidding  the  ufe  of  redrin- 
gents ; as  we  11  as  in  fome  little  feverilli 
complaints,  I have  found  equally  ufeful,  and  I 
even  fome  times  more  manageable  as  an  alter-  r 
ative  than  ipecacuanha,  becaufe  lefs  difpofed  b 
to  naufeate  infants  where  an  emetic  may  not  be  r 
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diredly  intended.  There  being  alfo  cafes  in 
which  the  phyfician  wifhes  a medicine  may  ope- 
rate as  a corrector  of  the  fecretions  in  the  firfl- 
paffages,  or  to  expel  their  contents,  either  up- 
wards or  downwards,  as  may  be  ultimately  moft 
ufeful,  antimonials  feem  in  this  view  likewife  to 
claim  a preference  to  all  other  medicines. 

In  the  more  advanced  ftages  of  the  watery- 
gripes,  and  where  the  child  is  not  very  young, 
the  following  old  medicine  is  a very  good  one. 
Of  Locate  Hi's  balfam,  one  ounce,  and  conferve 
of  red  rofes,  two  ounces  : from  the  quantity  of 
an  horfe-bean  to  that  ot  a nutmeg,  may  be 
given  three  or  four  times' a day,  according  to 
the  age  of  the  child.  Others  have  advifed  red 
bole,  and  gum  tragacanth. — The  labdanum  and 
other  plafters  likewife,  as  di reded  for  vomitings, 
or  the  following,  may  be  applied  to  the  parts 
above  the  navel,  efpecially  in  cafe  of  great  pain : 
R.  Theriac  Venet.  *j. 

Olei  exprefi  macis  did.  gij. 

Olei  N.  Mofch.  gtt.  iij. 

Milce,  ft.  Empl.  alut.  indue.  Or 
R.  Axung.  Anferin.  3 ij . 

Olei  epreffi  Macis  (did.)  jj. 

Mentha?  fati\xe  9j. 

Bacc.  Junip. 

Chama^mad.  aa  9ft 
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Mifce  ft.  Liniment um. 

Inungatur  eo  bis  vel  ter  quotidie  Stomachi  et 
Umbilici  Regio. 

Warm  flannel  with,  or  without  heated  bran,  may- 
be afterwards  laid  over  the  whole  belly,  and  re- 
newed frequently. 

Should  thefe-  means  fail,  I have  known  the  re- 
petition of  a vomit  give  an  immediate  check  to 
the  complaint,  efpecially  where  the  flools  con- 
tinue to  be  remarkably  four.  As  long  as  this  is 
the  cafe,  it  would  be  both  vain  and  hazardous  to 
exhibit  opiates,  or  powerful  reftringents : the 
acidity  muft  be  firft  carried  off  by  warm  purges, 
and  be  corrected  by  abforbents ; the  latter  of 
which  mull  be  given  in  large  and  repeated  dofes, 
and  frequently  their  powers  be  augmented  by  the 
addition  of  aqua  kali,  or  tin&ura  myrrhs.  And 
an  excellent  remedy  fometimes,  as  an  antacid,  is 
the  fpiritus  falis  ammoniaci  fuccinati  of  Bates’s 
difpenfatory.  The  acidity  once  removed,  a 
flarch  clyfter  may  be  thrown  up,  two  or  three 
times  a day,  with,  or  without  a few  drops  of  lau- 
danum, according  to  the  number  of  the  flools, 
and  weaknefs  of  the  infant.  A drop  or  two 
of  laudanum  likewife,  may  now  be  given,  once 
or  more  in  the  day,,  (according  to  the  age  of  the 
child)  either  joined  with  fome  purgative,  or  in 
any  of  the  afore-mentioned  medicines,  or  in  the 
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chalk-julep,  made  warm  with  tin&ure  of  cinna- 
mon, or  of  cardamoms;  and  in  cafes  of  extre- 
mity, in  the  deco&ion  of  Logwood,  which 
agrees  very  well  with  young  children. — In  the 
advanced  flage  of  watery-gripes,  or  in  the  cafe  of 
great  debility,  the  liberal  e • hibition  of  aromatics 
and  opiates  is  effentially  necelfary. 

Bowel  complaints,  it  was  faid,  are  frequently 
owing  to  improper  food,  which  on  this  account, 
fhould  at  all  times  be  peculiarly  attended  to  ; 
and  when  a purging  has  taken  place,  ought  to  be 
fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  ftools.  In  the 
lafb  volume  of  this  work,  fome  further  notice 
will  be  taken  of  the  article  of  children’s  food  ; 
at  prefent  I (hall  only  obferve,  that  cow’s  milk 
is  often  found  to  difagree  with  them  when  their 
bowels  are  difpofed  to  be  too  open,  at  which 
times,  a little  lean  mutton  broth,  or  beef-tea  is 
abundantly  preferable.  On  the  fame  account, 
rufks,  and  bifcuit-powder  are  more  fuitable 
than  bread  ;*  but  at  other  times,  I believe,  either 
the  Uxbridge,  or  the  French  roll,  which  are 
already  half  digefted  by  a previous  fermenta- 
tion, are  more  eafily  diffolved  in  the  Itomach, 

* Rufks  are  preferable  to  tops  and  bottoms,  as  they  are 
called,  which  have  a good  deal  of  butter  in  them  ; and  are 
the  leaft  difpofed  to  offend  an  infant’s  ftomach  of  any  thing  of 
the  bread,  kind. 
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if  there  be  not  a predominant  acid  in  the  firft- 
paffages.  But  where  there  is  an  habitual  difpo- 
fition  to  a purging,  I know  of  no  diet  fo  proper 
for  infants  who  do  not  fuck,  or  who  cannot  have 
enough  of  the  breaft,  as  flour  flowly  baked  for 
a long  time,  till  it  breaks  into  a foft  greyifh-co- 
loured  powder,*  and  afterwards  mixed  with 
boiled  (tow’s  milk,  the  fcum  being  firft  taken  off ; 
the  flour  and  milk  fhould  then  be  boiled  a little 
time  together,  till  the  whole  appears  like  a thin 
cuftard,  This  is  a very  light  and  foft  food,  and 
fufficiently  reflringent ; and  I have  often  known 
more  good  from  it,  than  from  all  the  abforbent 
medicines  ever  devifed,  and  have  received  more 
thanks  for  the  prefcription,  as  it  proves  a perma- 
nent remedy.  So  alfo  the  powder  of  arrow  root, 
boiled  in  water,  and  then  mixed  with  milk,  is 
an  admirable  remedy  when  it  can  be  procured 
genuine.  When  the  watery-gripes,  or  indeed, 
any  violent  purging,  attacks  very  young  children 
at  the  breaft,  no  other  food  ought  to  be  ad-, 
miniftered,  but  the  wet-nurfe  be  changed,  if  the 
acidity  alnd  purging  continue  many  days,  and 
medicines  do  not  feem  to  take  a proper  effeft ; 

* To  this  end,  the  flour  (hould  be  put  into  a fmall  jar,  pro- 
perly covered,  and  be  taken  out  of  the  oven  feveral  times, 
and  ftirred  up  from  the  bottom  and  fldes  of  the  jar,  that  it 
may  not  run  into  hard  lumps,  but  the  whole  be  equally  baked. 
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which  they  cannot  if  any  offenfive  matter  be  con- 
tinually taken  into  the  ftomach. 

If  infants  ill  of  watery-gripes,  are  brought  up 
by  hand,  the  ftrifteft  attention  mull  be  paid  to 
their  food,  which  mud  be  changed  from  one 
kind  to  another,  and  efpecially  trial  be  made  of 
broths,  as  long  as  the  food  fhall  be  difpofed  to 
turn  very  acid  on  the  ftomach.  In  one  cafe,  I 
think  1 faved  a child  by  Bates’s  julepum  vita, 
lowered  with  water,  when  nothing  elfe  wroukl 
ftay  on  the  ftomach.  This  ferved  both  for  food 
and  medicine ; for  the  former  of  which  it  was 
ftill  further  diluted. 

When  children  who  are  weaned,  are  attacked 
with  repeated  purgings,  and  even  broth  is  found 
to  run  through  them,  I have  obferved  no  food 
fo  generally  ufeful  as  a bit  of  the  white  of  chick- 
en, not  over-boiled,  and  afterwards  lightly 
bruifed  in  a mortar  with  the  chicken  liqugr,  and 
a very  little  bread,  into  a kind  of  light  jelly. 
But  this  fliould  not  be  given  oftener  than  twice, 
or  at  mod,  three  times  a day. 

In  all  bowrel  complaints,  it  has  been  already 
remarked,  that  infants  are  difpofed  to  eruptions 
on  the  fkin  ; by  which  they  are  fo  frequently  be- 
nefited, that  if  any  kind  of  rafh  appears  during 
long  and  fevere  purgings,  a recovery  may  almoft 
with  certainty  be  prognofticated.  The  like 
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132  Incontinence  of  Stools. 

good  effe&s  have  been  noticed  from  a purging 
taking  place  in  fome  obftinate  cutaneous  erup- 
tions. 

Incontinence  of  Stools. 

The  long  continuance  of  the  laft  mentioned 
complaint,  as  well  as  others  which  may  debilitate 
the  habit,  may  prove  an  occafion  of  that  now 
under  confideration.  Children  who  are  accuf- 
tomed  at  all  times  to  have  a very  open  belly, 
being  efpecially  liable  to  lofe  the  faculty  of  pro- 
perly retaining  their  ftools,  and  need  a fervant 
continually  to  attend  them,  even  at  two  or  three 
years  of  age ; infomuch  that  fome  have  been  fuf- 
pedted  of  being  culpable  in  the  matter. 

No  very  appropriate  remedy,  I believe,  is 
likely  to  be  neceffary,  having  never  ordered  any 
thing  more  than  dafhing  the  parts,  daily,  with 
cold  water,  or  at  the  moll  admin  iftering  aquae 
alcis,  or  other  abforbent ; the  complaint  always 
wearing  off  as  fuch  children  grow  up,  though 
oftentimes  not  entirely  for  feveral  years. 

Worms. 


W ORMS  may,  probably,  exift  in  almoft  any 
part  of  the  body,  as  well  as  in  the  ftomach  and 
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bowels.  They  have,  accordingly,  been  found 
in  the  pericardium,  bladder,  the  nofe,  and  fin- 
ufes  of  the  head,  and  even  in  the  lungs,  liver, 
and  other  folid  parts.*  But  as  we  neither  know 
how  they  are  produced,  nor  how  to  diflodge 
them  from  thefe  recedes,  which  they  alfo  more 
rarely  occupy  in  young  children,  it  is  quite 
fufficient  to  notice  the  fa6t ; our  inquiries  being 
properly  confined  to  worms  in  the  firft  paflages. 

It  is  on  this  account,  that  the  complaint  is 
noticed  in  this  place,  efpecially  as  worms  are  faid 
to  have  been  voided  by  infants  of  only  a few 
weeks  old.  It  is  even  reported^  that  Lille 
Van  Deoverin  has  difcovered  them  in  the 
ftill-born  fetus.  This,  indeed,  is  much  doubted 
by  others,  it  being  a very  old  obfervation,  that 
worms  are  never  found  in  infants  who  are  nourifh- 

i . 

ed  only  at  the  bread ; and  if  fo,  it  is  not  likely 
they  can  be  generated  before  birth.  Mr.  De. 

* Baglivy  reports,  that  worms  are  found  in  the  heart ; 
Ruyfch  in  the  lungs,  the  fpleen,  kidneys,  in  the  gonorrha:al 
difcharge,  and  even  in  the  marrow  of  the  bones  ; Schenkius  in 
the  urinary  bladder ; Bianchi  in  the  uterus  and  in  ulcers ; 
Hippocrates  in  the  vagina,  and  they  are  faid  to  be  frequently 
under  the  fkin  in  the  Negroes  in  our  IVeJl- India  iflands. 

+ Philofoph.  Tranfidions . — The  fame  author  reports  that  a 
peafant,  after  taking  an  emetic,  brought  up  forty  Dutch  ells 
of  tape-worm,  and  yet  left  fome  part  remaining,  having 
through  his  agony,  bitten  the  worm  off. 
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Lille i however,  difputes  this,  averting,  that 
worms  were  expelled  from  his  own  daughter, 
when  only  eleven  weeks  old,  and  living  entirely 
at  the  brealt. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  evident  that 
worms  are  much  oftener  fufpedted  to  be  the  caufe 
of  children’s  complaints  than  pofitively  afcer- 
tained  ; and  of  this,  pradtitioners  who  deal  in 
fecret  medicines  have  in  every  age  made  their 
advantage  ; it  being  certain,  that  a merefoulnefs 
of  the  bowels  will  produce  molt  of  the  evils  at- 
tributed to  worms.  Neither  are  all  children 
equally  afFedted  by  them  where  they  are  actually 
met  with  ; fome  infant  children  (as  well  as  quad- 
rupeds) continuing  very  healthy,  though  they 
are  feldom  free  from  them,  and  others  parting 
with  great  numbers,  unexpedtedly,  without  any 
previous  indifpofition  ; whilft  fome  children  are 
very  ill  who  have  apparently  very  few.  The 
pains  and  other  complaints  in  fuch  cafe  arife 
from  fome  other  fource,  of  which  I lately  faw  an 
inftance  in  a girl  of  twelve  years  of  age,  long 
fubjedt  to  excruciating  pains  of  the  llomach,  for 
which  Hie  took  various  worm-medicines,  and 
adtually  parted  with  feveral  large  lumbrici,  but 
without  the  leaft  relief  to  her  pain,  which  im- 
mediately yielded  to  antifpafmodic  remedies. 
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I,  neverthelefs,  cannot  agree  with  Dr.  Butter, 
that  worms  in  the  human  inteftines  are  alto- 
gether innoxious,  much  lefs,  as  he  feems  to 
think,  ufeful,  and  intended  as  “ nature’s  re- 
medy for  deftroying  the  fuperabounding  morbid 
humours ; and  for  flimuiating  the  firft-paflages 
by  their  crawling  motions,  and  thereby  aflifting 
the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  guts  to  carry  oft' 
what  remains  of  the  offending  load.”*  On  the 
other  hand,  children  who  are  molt  troubled  with 
worms  are  generally  of  a coftive  habit. 

Worms  become  hurtful  chiefly  from  their 
numbers  ; firft,  when  they  obftrutft  the  bowels, 
or  comprefs  the  adjacent  parts  by  their  bulk> 
Secondly,  by  fucking  up  the  chyle  defigned  for 
the  nourifhment  of  the  child.  Thirdly,  by  irrita- 
tion. Fourthly,  by  a&ually  deftroying  the  parts; 
though  this  is  certainly  a very  rare  occurrence, 
and  a far  lefs  frequent  fource  of  injury  than 
thofe  before  mentioned.  Worms  have,  how- 
ever, been  faid  to  eat  their  way  through  the  in- 
teftines and  Lister  relates, -f  that  fome  re- 
fembling  the  teretes,  but  of  a whiter  colour, 

* Remittent  Fever.  Pag.  36,  et  feq. 

+ Fbilofoph.Tranf.  See  alfo  He i s te  r.  Their  appearance 
on  a fore  may,  however,  be  otherwife  accounted  for  than 
by  fuppofing  them  to  have  made  their  way  from  beneath  the 
ulcer. 
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have  been  feen  coming  from  an  abfcefs  on  the 
ankle.  They  are  likewife  faid  to  have  occa- 
fioned  hidden  fuffocation,  by  rifing  up  into  the 
throat  and  lodging  there.* 

They  are  chiefly  of  four  kinds,  the  large  round 
worm ; the  very  fmall  maw-worm,  or  afcarides, 
refembling  bits  of  thread ; the  fhort,  flat  white 
worm,  or  cucurbitina,  and  the  jointed,  called  the 
tape-worm,  or  tasnia,  which  is  often  many  yards 
long.-f  This  is  the  molt  hurtful  of  all,  and  moll 
difficult  of  cure,  becaufe  it  will  remain  long  in 
the  bowels  even  after  it  is  dead,  and  is  then  fel- 
dom  brought  away  but  in  pieces,  and  that  by 
very  powerful  medicines  : though  I think  I have 
feen  dead  portions  of  this  worm  come  away 
where  no  kind  of  purgative  has  been  adminif- 
tered.  But  as  this  kind  of  worm  is  certainly  not 
common  in  children,  though  it  may  fometimes 
have  been  met  with ; and  as  it  generally  occa- 
fions  a variety  of  fymptoms  refembling  other 
complaints,  for  which  many  different  medicines 
may  be  required,  little  more  than  the  .mention 
of  it  may  fuffice.| 

* Mr.  Le  Febure  de  Villebrune. 

f The  cucurbitina  is  thought  to  be  a certain  fpecies  of  t&niay 
and  the  ascaris  lumbricodes  to  be  confounded  with  the  teretes • 

+ It  is  fo  uncommon  to  find  more  than  one  of  this  kind, 
that  it  has  acquired  the  name  of  the  folitary  worm  ; yet  it  is 
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The  Symptoms  of  worms  are  various,  and 
many  of  them  very  equivocal : I fhall  name  only 
the  more  conftant,  and  lefs  uncertain  ones. 
Such  are  fetid  breath,  efpecially  in  the  morning; 
bad  gums ; itching  of  the  nofe  and  of  the  anus, 
efpecially  from  the  afcarides ; a very  irregular 
appetite,  always  in  extremes,  whether  of  hunger 
or  of  loathing;  a large,  hard  belly;  pains  at  the 
flomach ; fometimes  vomiting,  oftener  coftive- 
nefs  or  purging,  with  flimy  (tools;*  irregular 
colicks  ; thirfl  ; dulnefs ; peculiarly  unhealthy 
and  bloated  countenance,  with  a dark,  hollow 
circle  round  the  eyes ; ftartings  in  the  fieep,  and 
grinding  of  the  teeth.  To  thefe  fymptoms  are 
often  added,  flow  fever,  with  a fmall  and  irre- 
gular pulfe,  pale,  or  whitilh  urine,  a fhort  and 
dry  cough,  (which  is  an  almofl  conftant  fymptom 
where  the  complaint  is  of  long  (landing,  and  has 
injured  the  health ;)  fometimes  even  convul-  - 
(ions,  epilepfies,  and  partial  palfies  of  the  lower 

faid  there  are  a few  inftances  in  which  feveral  of  them  have 
been  met  with;  but  perhaps,  attention  enough  may  not  have 
been  given  in  the  examination  of  them,  it  being  well  known, 
that  this  worm  will  live  a long  time  after  it  has  been  broken 
into  feveral  parts.  See  Letter  of  Dr.  Nitret  to  De  Haen , Aft. 
Med.  xij.  219. 

* The  perillaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines  being  increafed, 
the  fecretion  of  the  mucus  muft  confequently  be  in  larger 
quantity. 
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extremities.  In  the  cafe  of  convulfions,  if  there 
be  a fmall  pulfe  attended  with  a hiccough,  it  is 
an  almoft  certain  fign  that  the  convulfions  are 
occafioned  by  worms.  The  like  may  be  faid  of 
pain  at  the  ftomach,  if  it  be  very  violent,  fud- 
den,  attended  with  great  anxiety,  and  a hardnefs 
and  forenefs  of  the  parts  above  the  navel.  But 
more  efpecially,  according  to  Home,  an  edema- 
tofe  fwelling  of  the  upper  lip,  and  of  the  noftrils 
is  a certain  token  of  worms. 

The  Cause  of  this  troublefome  complaint  is 
not,  perhaps,  certainly  known ; but  the  great 
moiflure  of  young  perfons  is  thought  to  be  an 
occafion  of  their  being  more  infefted  with  them 
than  older  people  : and  children,  whofe  digef- 
tion  is  weak,  are  more  liable  to  them  than  others. 
- — Hence,  debility  feems  as  much  a caufe,  as  it 
is  an  effect  of  worms.  Since  the  doctrine  of 
equivocal  generation  has  been  juftly  exploded, 
it  has,  however,  been  generally  imagined,  that 
worms  are  engendered  from  the  eggs  of  infedts, 
which  float  in  the  air,  or  are  fwailowed  with 
fome  part  of  our  food,  fuch  as  fummer  fruits, 
vegetables,  cheefe,  and  fome  kinds  of  flefh 
meats.  But,  perhaps,  this  is  not  altogether  fo 
certain  as  it  may  feem  at  firft  fight,  unlefs  we 
are  to  imagine  that  thefe  fuppofed  eggs  produce 
very  different  infeds,  from  being  taken  into  the 
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flomach  and  bowels,  than  they  would  if  depo- 
fited  elfewhere  i fince  it  is  generally  thought, 
that  infedts  of  this  kind,  efpecially  the  tape- 
worm, are  not  met  with  any  where  elfej*  neither 
' will  it  account  for  their  exiftence  in  the  unborn 
fetus,  if  that  be  really  a faff.  It  is,  however, 
more  than  probable,  that  they  were  deftined  by 
nature  to  be  generated,  and  to  live  in  the  bodies 
of  other  animals,  as  obferved  by  Dr.  Black,-}' 
and  Rosseen. 

But  whatever  be  the  caufe,  the  general  inten- 
tion of  Cure  is  obvious  enough,  which  is  to 

* Although  this  Teems  to  be  the  fad,  there  are  not  a few 
learned  men  of  a different  opinion.  Many  travellers,  and 
Others,  better  acquainted  with  natural  hiftory  than  I am, 
have  reported,  that  the  very  fame  kind  of  worms  may  be 
met  with  amongft  vegetables,  in  the  earth,  and  both  in  ftand- 
ing  and  running  waters.  That  the  tape-worm,  particularly, 
has  been  feen  in  the  waters  about  Constantinople,  where  the 
complaint  is  very  common  ; and  that  natives  of  northern 
climates,  who  have  rcfided  for  any  length  of  time  in  T urkey , 
are  very  frequently  afHided  with  the  taenia,  as  it  is  fuppofed 
in  confequence  of  drinking  of  the  foul  Handing  waters  of  that 
hot  climate.  Linn^cs  alfo,  and  others  have  thought  the 
teretes  or  lumbrici,  to  be  the  fame  with  the  common  earth- 
worm ; but  Tyson  has,  by  dille&ions,  demonflrated  the 
contrary.  Phihjbph.  'Franfa&ions . 

+ Freatife  on  the  Generation  of  i nt  final  Hrorms,  and  on  the 
Means  of  defroying  them . 

See  alfo,  Dijfert.  of  J,  Mathicn  Gefncr , Men,  Getting,  an, 
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bring  them  away  in  the  moft  eafy,  and  expedi- 
tious manner,  whether  alive  or  dead ; the  diffi- 
culty chiefly  confiding  in  diflodging  them  from 
their  firm  attachment  to  the  tides  of  the  bowels. 

In  this  view,  fyftematic  writers  ftate  the  indi- 
cations to  be,  firft,  to  deftroy  the  nidus ; and 
fecondly,  to  kill  and  expel  the  worms.  The  firft 
may  be  effected  by  alcalis,  as  aq.  kali  ppt.  fapo 
venet.  bitter  aromatics,  and  mercury ; or  by  re- 
folvents,  as  the  gums,  afafoetida,  galbanum,  and 
fuch  like.  Secondly,  worms  are  killed  by  oils, 
(in  clyfters)  by  honey,  and  by  indigeftiblc  fub- 
ftances,  as  the  teftaceous  powders,  fteel,  and  tin ; 
and  by  poifons,  as  preparations  of  mercury,  which 
at  the  fame  time  expel  them.  To  thefe  ends, 
indeed,  a variety  of  medicines,  pretty  much  of 
the  fame  kind,  has  been  devifed,  and  has  ferved 
the  caufe  of  empiricifm  in  every  age.  Moft  of 
which  confift  either  of  the  bitter  purges,  or  mer- 
curials. 

Worms  exifting  in  the  bowels  can,  indeed, 
only  be  carried  away  by  purging ; and  very  ac- 
tive purges  are  indicated  when  the  time  of  life 
and  the  conftitution  do  not  forbid.  But  when 
thefe  are  tender,  gentle  purges  given  duly  for 
fome  time,  by  the  conftancy  of  their  operation 
produce,  without  harm,  an  effect  equally,  or 
perhaps  more  beneficial  and  lading,  than  the 
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active  purges.  Thefe  are  often  joined  or  ad- 
miniftered  alternately  with  bitters  j and  hence 
have  arifen  the  family  receipts,  as  worm- feed, 
tanfey,  and  fuch  like,  given  in  treacle  or  honey ; 
or  joined,  as  it  has  been  faid,  with  rhubarb,  fenna, 
or  other  gentle  laxative.  With  many,  and  efpe- 
cially  French  writers',  the  male-fern,  alone,  is 
reckoned  a fpecific.  Olive-oil,  likewife,  has  been 
faid  to  be  a good  remedy,  as  being  deftrudtive  to 
worms ; but  caftor-oil  is  preferable,  which  by  its 
purgative  quality  alfo  carries  them  off  by  ftool. 

Agreeably  to  the  above  view  of  gradually  rid- 
ding the  habit  of  thefe  vermin,  children  of  a deli- 
cate frame,  and  fuch  as  have  not  been  long  in- 
fefted  with  them,  may  begin  by  taking  a fmall 
dofe  of  infus.  fennae  every  other  morning ; but 
fhould  this,  in  any  inftance,  prove  infufficient,  a 
few  grains  of  pulv.  e fcammon.  cum  calomel, 
may  be  given  the  over-night,  once  or  twice  a 
week,  according  to  the  age  and  ftrength  of  the 
child ; and  fome  tonic  medicine  be  interpofed. 
If  purging  much  fhould,  on  any  account,  be 
found  improper,  the  following  is  very  fafe  and 
often  effectual. 

R.  Limatur.  Stanni  §ij.  Hydrargyr.  31  ij. 

Mifce,  fiant  amalgama. 

Eight  or  ten  grains  of  this  powder,  with  three 
or  four  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  as  much  unwalhed 


142 


Worms. 


calx  of  antimony,  may  be  taken  every  morning 
in  a little  honey,  for  a week  together;  after 
which,  a clyfter  of  fuccotorine  aloes,  diffolved 
in  warm  milk,  fhould  be  thrown  up  over-night, 
and  a proper  dole  of  rhubarb,  or  fenna-tea  be 
taken  the  next  morning : which  courfe  may  be 
repeated,  as  the  obftinacy  of  the  complaint,  or 
the  ftrength  of  the  child  fhall  direct. — Volatile 
alkalis  alfo,  in  fome  debilitated  habits,  will  prove 
ferviceable ; as  well  as  valerian,  efpecially  if  it  be 
occafionally  joined  with  jalap.  But  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  means,  long  in  ufe  with  country 
practitioners,  and  of  late  ftronglv  recommended 
by  Mr.  Chamberlaine,  is  the  dolichos  pru- 
riens,  varioufly  prepared  ; but  the  moft  fimple 
form,  that  of  giving  it  mixed  up  with  treacle, 
is,  perhaps,  the  belt  of  all.  It  fhould  be  taken 
night  and  morning  for  three  or  four  days,  and 
then  be  purged  off  with  fenna-tea,  or  jalap;  and 
this  courfe  be  repeated,  as  occafion  may  require. 

Amongft  other  means,  efpecially  for  fuch  as 
may  be  at  a diftance  from  medical  affiflance,  is 
a mixture  of  pewter  filings  and  treacle,  of  which 
children  of  four  or  five  years  old,  may  take 
feveral  tea-fpoonsful  in  a day,  almoft  at  plea- 
fure ; which  they  will  alfo  readily  do,  for  the 
fake  of  the  treacle.  At  the  lame  time,  from  five 
to  ten  grains  of  jalap,  with  as  much  of  the  hy- 
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drargyrus  cum  fulphure  fhould  be  given  twice 
every  week,  to  purge  off  the  dead  worms.  Dr- 
Rush  of  Philadelphia , ftrongly  recommends  the 
ruft  of  iron,  from  five  grains  to  half  a dram,  for 
infants  from  one  year  old  to  five,  exhibiting  a 
purge  every  fourth  or  fifth  day,  to  carry  the 
worms  down,  as  they  die.  To  anfwer  the  laft 
purpofe,  the  following  plafter  is  fometimes  fuff 
ficient, 

R.  Aloes  fuccotorin. 

Pulv.  flor.  Chamasm.  fui  gj. 

Tereb.  venet.  Q^S.  ut  ft.  Emplaflrum 
(cum  margine  emplaft.  adhsefivi)  apud  regi- 
onem  umbilici  admovendum  : fed  antea  appli- 
cationem,  imponatur  loco  umbilici  morfum  goff 
fipii.  Or  equal  parts  of  bullock’s  gall,  and  pow- 
dered aloes,  may  be  mixed  up  with  any  unCtuous 
fubftance,  and  the  parts  below  the  navel  be 
anointed  with  it,  two  or  three  times  a week ; or 
fuccotorine  aloes  and  powder  of  dried  rue,  made 
into  a plafter  with  Venice  treacle,  and  applied 
round  the  navel,  firll  covering  that  part  with  a 
little  cotton. — I mention  thefe  things  with  a 
view  to  the  country  poor,  whom  the  benevolence 
of  practitioners  may  incline  them  to  aflift,  and 
who  may,  by  thefe  eafy  means,  do  it  at  fo  little 
expence  to  themfelves. 
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If  the  complaint,  however,  has  been  of  long 
Handing,  and  the  child  not  very  young,  mercu- 
rial purges  'are  a more  expeditious,  and  a fafe 
remedy ; though  the  hydrargyrus  cum  fulphure 
taken  for  a length  of  time,  and  occafionally 
purging  with  fenna,  has  fometimes  fucceeded, 
even  where  there  have  been  the  fevered  convul- 
fions.  For  which  likewife,  or  obflinate  contrac- 
tions of  the  limbs,  the  warm- bath  is  often  effen- 
tially  neceffary. 

Throughout  the  cure,  and  indeed  afterwards, 
the  diet  fhould  be  flri&ly  attended  to,  and  all 
fat  and  greafy  aliments  abftained  from.  The 
child  fhould  live  upon  milk,  broths,  and  meats 
of  eafy  digeftion,  with  toafted  bread  and  honey, 
inftead  of  butter,  which  is  exceedingly  perni- 
cious.— To  prevent  a return  of  the  complaint  in 
older  children,  or  grown  people,  chalybeate- waters 
and  bitters  may  be  made  ufe  of. 

As  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  formally  into 
the  diftincft  treatment  often  neceffary  for  the 
tania  (which,  indeed,  I have  fometimes  feen 
brought  away  by  very  gentle  means ;)  I fhall  do 
no  more  than  refer  to  Sh mucker’s  new  medi- 
cine, as  well  as  the  celebrated  remedy  of  Ma- 
dame Nouffer , laid  to  be  made  ufe  of  with  great 
fuccefs  in  France  and  Geneva  j as  I have  alfo 
known  it  to  be,  two  or  three  times,  in  this 
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country.  It  can,  in  nowife,  however,  be  proper 
for  young  children,  though  it  may,  poffibly,  be 
fafely  had  recourfe  to  for  robuft  youths,  growing 
up  to  manhood.  It  is  intended  to  operate  very 
powerfully  on  the  bowels  for  many  hours,  the 
patient  being  fupported  the  while  by  repeated 
large  draughts  of  broth,  or  green-tea. 

The  preparation  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
fome  other  precife  directions,  are  equally  need- 
lefs  in  this  place,  and  perhaps  the  previous  exhi- 
bition of  two  or  three  drams  of  the  Radix  Filicis 

i 

mafculini,  is  of  as  little  importance. — For  a full 
account  of  the  procefs,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Madame  Nouffer's  Treatife,  publifhed  by  Dr. 
Simmons  anno  1787. 

The  purge  is  as  follows  : 

R.  Mercur.  dulc.  optime  fublimat. 

Refin.  Scammonii  eleCt.  a.  gr.  x. 

Gambogi^  gr.  vj.  vel  vij. 

Conferv.  Cynofb.  Q^S.  ut  ft.  bolus. 

The  Cevadella  or  Indian  Cauftic  Barley  is  re- 
commended by  Shmttcker  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Journal  de  Peterjbourg * as  an  almoft  infallible 

* Mr.  Lo  e f l e r,  the  author  of  the  Journal  allures  us,  that 
it  may  be  taken  thus  with  perfeft  fafety ; and  annexes  cafes 
of  its  fuccefs  in  expelling  worms  of  different  kinds.  A very 
powerful  remedy,  much  ufed  in  the  Weft  Indies , particularly 
for  the  lumbrici,  is  the  Spigelia  Anthelmia , a fpecies  of  Indian 
VOL.  I,  L 
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remedy  for  the  tinoea.  He  dire&s  a dram  of  the 
feeds,  in  fine  powder,  to  be  given  every  morning, 
fading,  mixed  with  honey;  and  to  exhibit  on  the 
fifth  morning  a draftic  purgative. 

Dr.  James  Sims  has  lately  fucceeded  with 
the  ol.  tereb.  of  which  the  patient  for  another 
complaint  had  taken  two  drams  as  a dofe. 

Convulsions. 

CONVULSIONS  have  been  faid  to  be  induced 
by  the  lad  mentioned,  and  feveral  of  the  preced- 
ing complaints.  They  are  of  two  kinds ; the 
fymptomatic , and  the  idiopathic ; though  the  dis- 
tinction may  not,  perhaps,  be  perfectly  philo- 
fophical,  or  accurate.  It  is  for  want  of  fome 
efuch  difcrimination,  however,  that  writers  have 
had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  children  are  much 
oftener  fuppofed  to  die  of  convulfions  than  they 
really  do  ; for  though  a convulfion  frequently 
clofes  the  fcene,  it  has  generally  arifen  from  the 
great  irritability  of  their  nerves,  and  violence  of 
the  difeafe  under  which  they  have  laboured.  But 
Ihould  it  be  granted,  that  the  convulfions  of 
children  are  generally  fymptomatic,  infants  may, 
never thelefs,  be  faid  to  die  of  them  more  frc- 

Pink ; but  it  ha*  not  as  yet,  I believe,  been  made  ufe  of  in 
this  country. 
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quently  than  fome  authors  have  allowed  ; for 
where  a difeafe  is  diipofed  to  produce  violent 
convulfions,  the  convulfions,  though  a mere 
fymptom,  may  carry  off  the  patient : and  as  it 
may  fometimes  be  prevented  or  removed,  by  its 
proper  remedies,  (the  difeafe  which  occafioned  it 
being  at  the  fame  time  properly  treated,)  infants 
may  often  be  recovered,  who  would  otherwife 
expire  in  a convulfion-fit. 

Such  original  Cause  may  be  a rafh  impro- 
perly repelled ; but  is  much  oftener  feated  in  the 
gums,  in  the  time  of  teething ; or  in  the  firfl- 
paffages,  where  fome  undigefted  matter,  or  merely 
pent-up  wind,  irritates  the  coats  of  the  inteftines, 
and  produces  irregular  motions  throughout  the 
whole  nervous  fyftem.  Zimmerman*  relates 
an  inftance  of  this  kind,  of  a child  who  during 
the  firfl  months  of  its  life,  had  frequent  at- 
tacks of  violent  convulfions,  which  difappeared 
intirely,  upon  the  prohibition  of  meal-pap.  In- 
deed, too  much  caution  can  fcarcely  be  given  on 
this  head,  thick  vi&uals  being  a very  frequent 
occafion  of  convulfions  in  young  children.  Many 
infants  can  bear  no  kind  of  thickening  in  their 
food  ; any  fort  of  bread,  rufk,  &c.  difordering 
their  bowels,  by  occafioning  their  contents  to 


'*  Ada  Societatis  Zjrick , Vol.  2V 
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turn  paftey,  and  cleave  to  the  coats  of  the  intef- 
tines,  whereby,  it  has  been  noticed,  a due  abforp- 
tion  of  the  nutricious  part  of  the  aliment  is  pre- 
vented, fo  that  children,  in  the  daily  habit  of 
taking  fufficient  food,  are,  neverthelefs  ema- 
ciated. Weak  and  tender  as  they  are,  they  in 
this  Hate  require  repeated  purges,  efpecially  of 
caftor-oil,  with  fome  light  cordial  on  the  inter- 
mediate days,  and  a total  abftinence  from  farina- 
ceous food.  For  fuch  children,  veal-tea  mixed 
with  milk,  is  amongft  the  moft  innocent  and 
nutricious.  Any  offenfive  load,  whether  from 
too  great  a quantity,  or  bad  quality  of  the  food, 
by  occafioning  a faulty  fecretion,  mull  ad  like 
a poifon ; and  that  the  convulfions  are  owing  to 
this  caufe  may  often  be  known  by  the  complaints 
that  have  preceded  them,  fuch  as  loathings,  cof- 
tivenefs,  purging,  pale  countenance,  large  belly, 
and  diflurbed  fleep.  If  the  child  is  two  or  three 
years  old,  any  load  at  the  ftomach  may  be  more 
readily  difcovered  ; the  tongue  will  be  foul,  the 
lkin  hot,  and  the  pulfe  quick  and  weak. 

Any  little  matter  capable  of  irritating  the  ner- 
vous fyllem,  will  induce  the  fymptomatic  con- 
vulfions  in  fome  infants,  whilft  others  will  with- 
ftand  a great  deal.  For  fuch  habits  as  the  for- 
mer, the  cold-bath  will  be  found  the  bell  pre- 
ventive. Every  young  infant  is,  however,  more 
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or  lefs,  pre-difpofed  to  this  complaint ; and  the 
difpofition  continues  throughout  childhood,  in  a 
proportion  to  the  tender  age,  and  delicacy  of  the 
habit.  The  younger  and  more  irritable,  there- 
fore, an  infant  may  be,  it  will  be  fo  much  the 
more  liable  to  the  lymptomatic  convulfion,  efpe- 
cially  from  any  confiderable  didurbance  in  the 
firft-paflages,  as  was  mentioned  before,  parti- 
cularly the  bad  quality,  or  over  thicknefs  of  the 
bread-milk,  or  other  food ; and  from  frights  of 
the  wet-nurfe.  Of  this  I remember  a remarkable 
indance  in  a patient  of  my  own,  in  whofe  houfe 
a vifitor  dropped  down  luddenly  dead.  The 
mother  of  the  child,  which  was  fix  months  old, 
was  exceedingly  alarmed,  but  her  attention  being 
for  a moment  called  off  by  its  crying,  die  in- 
cautioudy  put  it  to  her  bread.  It  was  not  an 
hour  afterwards  that  the  infant  was  feized  with  a 
fit,  and  lay  either  convulfed  or  comatofe,  with- 
out fo  much  as  taking  the  bread,  for  the  fpace  of 
fix  and  thirty  hours ; though  it  was  at  length 
happily  recovered. 

Among  the  various  caufes  of  convulfions, 
(though  equally  an  occalion  of  many  other  com- 
plaints) may  be  mentioned  that  of  foul  air,  and 
want  of  cleanlinefs  in  the  drefs,  and  other  accom- 
modations of  infants ; againd  which,  the  lower 
clafs  of  people  cannot  be  cautioned  too  often,  or 
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too  earneflly.  Such  a fource  of  convulfions  has 
been  particularly  exemplified  in  a diforder 
whofe  attack  being  within  the  firft  nine  days 
after  birth,  has  been  denominated  the  nine-days 
difeafe.  Readers  defirous  of  a full  account  of  it, 
are  referred  to  a,  paper  of  Dr.  Clarke  of  Dub- 
lin, publifhed  in  the  Tranfactions  of  the  Royal 
lrijh  Academy  for  the  year  1789. 

It  is  noticed  on  the  prefent  occafion,  however, 
merely  to  record  a fatal  convulfion,  induced  by 
mifmanagement : it  being  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Clarke  himfelf  as  altogether  an  endemic  in 
the  Dublin  lying-in-hofpital,  where  it  raged  for 
many  years,  and  carried  off  fome  thoufand  chil- 
dren. But  it  appearing  after  a while  to  the 
Do&or,  that  the  diforder  .might  probably  be  en- 
tirely owing  to  bad  air,  and  want  of  clean] inefs, 
he  was  at  great  pains  to  remedy  thefe  local  de- 
feats ; and  thereby  prevented  thofe  very  fre- 
quent attacks  of  a difeafe,  which  under  the  for- 
mer circumflances,  none  of  the  phyficians  had 
been  able  to  cure,  in  a fingle  inflance. 

The  cure  of  every  convulfion  will  confift, 
principally,  in  removing  the  exciting  caufes, 
which  muft,  therefore  be  inquired  into.  If  from 
improper  food  and  indigeftion,  a gentle  emetic 
fhould  be  given.  If  the  irritation  be  in  the 
bowels,  whatever  will  carry  down  their  acrid  con- 
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tents  will  cure  the  convulfions,  if  adminiflered 
in  time ; and  we  ought  generally  to  begin  with 
a clyfter.  If  the  ftools  appear  very  foul  after  * 
common  purges,  (in  which  cafe  there  will  fre- 
quently be  a difficulty  of  breathing)  a few  grains 
of  the  pulv.  e fcammon.  cum  calomel,  may  be 
given  with  great  propriety.  But  if  the  difpolition 
to  convulfions  continues,  after  the  bowels  have 
been  properly  cleanfed,  and  no  new  irritation  of 
them  may  be  apprehended,  anti-fpafmodics  fhould 
be  adminiftered,*  fuch  as  tindtura  fuliginis,  caftor. 
fpir.  cornu  cervi,  ol.  fuccini  redlif.  a drop  or  two 
of  tindt.  opii,  or  olei  rutas ; which  though  an 
obfolete  medicine,  is  a very  excellent  one.  The 
continuance  of  the  convulfion  here  treated  of, 


* I fpcak  from  my  own  experience  of  the  efficacy  of  fuch 
remedies,  and  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  Harris, 
who  is  extremely  cautious  of  giving  heating  medicines  to  in- 
fants, fpeaks  favourably  of  fome  of  thefe. — “ Ufus  horum 
(fays  he)  haud  prorfus  improbandus  eft,  vel  in  tenellis : nempe 
quia  acidum  abforbendi  facultate  excellunt.  Verum  fumma 
cautione,”  &c. — Great  caution  is  certainly  neceflary  in  re- 
gard to  every  medicine  prefcribed  for  infants,  and  efpecially, 
it  has  been  granted,  for  thofe  of  a heating  quality:  never- 
thelefs,  it  may  be  repeated,  that  in  proportion  as  the  difor- 
ders  of  infants  fhall  become  more  attended  to,  I doubt  not, 
it  will  appear  that,  in  this  country  at  leaft,  cordial  and  vola- 
tile medicines  ard  frequently  both  more  expedient  and  ufeful, 
than  many  people  have  imagined. 
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frequently  depends  on  the  debilitated  ftatc,  or 
tender  age  of  the  infant.  The  oil  feems  to  adt 
by  invigorating,  and  reftoring  a due  tone  to  the 
alimentary  canal,  the  grand  fpring  of  good 
health.  A remedy  lefs  common  than  thofe  above 
mentioned,  but  in  fome  inftances  given  with  the 
bell  effedt,  is  the  zincum  vitriolatum  purific. 
This  adminiflered  in  a proper  dofe  ufually  adts 
as  an  emetic,  and  if  it  fhould,  muft  be  conti- 
nued afterwards  infmaller  dofes,  Dr.  Cooke  very 
ftrongly  recommends  a mixture  with  fpermaceti 
and  ol.  anifi,  and  perhaps  fuch  a medicine  from 
its  lheathingand  warm  carminative  qualities  may 
be  as  proper  as  many  other ; though  the  ftile  of 
the  author  is  not  likely  to  recommend  his  pre- 
fcriptions  very  ftrongly  in  the  prefent  day.*' 
Rubbing  the  fpine,  palms  of  the  hands,  and 
foies  of  the  feet  with  oleum  fuccini,  or  the  aqua 
ammonias  has  likewife  had  a good  effedt ; as  well 
as  fridlions  over  the  whole  body  ; which  from  the 
confent  of  parts,  feems  to  afford  more  benefit  than 
might  be  imagined. — A very  common  caufe  of 
recurring  convulfions,  has  been  faid  to  be  worms  j 

* After  having  looked  into  almoft  every  work  that  has  fal- 
len in  my  way,  on  the  fubjedt  of  infantile  difeafes,  I did  not 
expedt  to  meet  with  any  thing  of  fo  late  a date  as  1769*  that 
could  refledl  any  fuch  difgrace  on  the  pradtice  of  phyfic,  a$ 
the  very  anile  performance  of  this  writer. 
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and  where  no  other  probable  one  may  appear. 
Ought  to  be  fufpedted  : the  cure  will  then  de- 
pend on  the  proper  treatment  of  that  complaint, 
the  fymptoms  of  which  have  been  already  fuffi- 
ciently  pointed  out. 

Should  the  convulfions  arife  from  the  difap- 
pearance  of  a rafh,  or  of  a difcharge  behind  the 
ears,  the  warm-bath,  blifters,*  gentle  purges, 
or  a few  drops  of  the  fpiritus  ammonia  comp, 
joined  with  fal  fuccini,  have  been  already  men- 
tioned as  the  proper  remedies.  But  when  the 
caufe  is  unknown,  as  the  approach  of  fmall-pox, 
meafles,  or  other  eruptive  complaint,  bathing 
the  feet  in  warm  water,  and  throwing  up  a clyf- 
ter,  are  the  fafeft  means.  If  from  teething, 
after  gentle  evacuations  and  other  means  directed 

t 

* Blifters  may  be  drefled  with  the  common  white  cerate, 
rubbed  down  till  it  becomes  fmooth,  and  fpread  upon  a 
double  linen  cloth,  inftead  of  the  hard  plafters  commonly 
made  ufe  of,  which  are  very  harlh  to  the  tender  excoriated 
furface. — Blifters  will  fometimes  inflame,  or  be  for  many 
weeks  indifpofed  to  heal  up,  in  children  as  well  as  in  adults ; 
in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  covering  the  part  with  a collard  or 
other  foft  cabbage-leaf,  (with  the  hard  fibres  on  the  back 
part  cut  off,  and  gently  bruifed  with  a kitchen  rolling-pin) 
will  often  remove  the  inflammation  fooner  than  any  other 
application.  Dufting  the  furface  afterwards  with  the  finely 
levigated  powder  of  lapis  calaminaris  will  frequently  difpofc 
the  ill-conditioned  ulcer  to  heal. 
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under  that  head,  bliflcrs,  oleum  rutae,  lauda- 
num, or  the  fpiritus  setheris  vitriolrci  comp,  and 
efpecially  lancing  the  gums,  are  the  grand  reme- 
dies. And  in  a view  to  the  latter,  it  may  not 
be  improper  in  this  place,  to  anticipate  fome  of 
the  directions  for  doing  this  little,  and  mofl  falu- 
tary  operation,*  more  effectually  than  it,  ufual- 
ly,  is ; efpecially  in  the  cafe  of  convulfions.  It 
is  pretty  well  known,  indeed,  that  it  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  cut  down  boldly  to  the  tooth,  and  libe- 
rate it  in  every  part $ nor  merely  to  free  all  fuch 
teeth  as  are  manifeflly  making  their  way ; but 
that  others  alfo  muft  not  be  overlooked,  which 
though  lefs  evidently,  have  oftentimes  a fhare  in 
the  mifehief.  But  that  which  I would  here  alfo 
infill  upon,  is,  to  repeat  the  operation  frequent- 
ly, till  either  the  teeth  make  their  way,  or  the 
convulfions  difappear.  And  as  no  harm  can 
arife  from  the  repetition,  1 wifli  to  enforce  the 
idea  very  flrongly,  in  every  inflance,  where 
teething  is  regarded  as  a caufe  of  covulfions : a 
perfect  cure  of  very  obflinate  fits  being  fome- 
times  efteCled  by  lancing  the  gums  for  even  five 
or  fix  days  fucceflively.  The  obvious  reafon  of 
this  diftinCtion,  is,  that  the  divided  parts  often 
tnmify,  or  heal  up  again,  and  give  rife  to  fuffi- 

* See  the  chapter  on  Teething. 
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dent  irritation,  in  certain  habits,  to  keep  up 
convulfions,  which  on  the  other  hand,  yield 
upon  fecuring  the  nervous  parts  from  frelh  irri- 
tation occafioned  by  the  continued  protrufion  of 
the  teeth.  In  this  view  it  will  fometimes  be 
proper  to  lance  the  gum  acrofs,  as  for  the  double 
teeth,  as  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Ware  in  the  cafe  of 
ophthalmy  occafioned  by  difficult  dentition. 

When  repeated  convulfions  connected  with 
fome  diforder  in  the  firft-paffages,  and  recurring 
for  feveral  months,  withftand  all  the  above 
means  of  cure,  and  are  fufpedted  to  arife  from 
fome  fault  in  the  brain,  they  will  fometimes 
dilappear  of  themfelves  as  the  infant  gets  older. 
At  other  times,  the  appearance  of  fome  other 
complaint  has  put  an  end  to  the  convulfions ; and 
not  unfrequently,  changing  the  wet-nurfe;  and 
fometimes  even  weaning  children,  when  fix  or 
eight  months  old,  has  feemed  to  remove  the 
complaint.  I remember  a remarkable  inftance 
of  the  concurrence  of  two  of  thefe  circum- 
fiances ; the  child  being  fcized  with  the  fmalU 
pox,  and  weaned,  at  or  near  the  fame  time.  The 
infant  previoufly  to  this,  for  feveral  months  to- 
gether as  conftantly  fell  into  violent  convulfions 
as  it  chanced  to  chew  a cruft  of  bread,  eat  a bit 
of  plain  pudding,  or  even  take  bread  and  milk  ; 
and  though  when  debarred  from  thefe,  and 


156 


Convulsions. 


nourifhed  only  at  the  bread  of  a healthy  nurfe, 
the  fits  recurred  every  two  or  three  weeks : 
but  after  going  through  the  fmall-pox  in  a fa- 
vourable manner,  and  being  taken  wholly  from 
the  bread,  the  fits  foon  difappeared,  and  the 
child  was  able  to  take  all  the  light  food  ufually 
given  to  infants. 

If  convulfions  come  on  without  any  of  the 
preceeding  fymptoms,  they  have  generally  been 
concluded  to  be  a primary  difeafe,  and  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  from  the  brain.  Some  deri- 
vation  from  the  head  is  therefore  to  be  attempt- 
ed, by  bleeding  if  the  child  feems  able  to  bear 
it ; or  by  leeches  behind  the  ears,  on  the  tem- 
ples, or  infide  of  the  arms ; by  bliders ; pur- 
ging ; bathing  the  feet  in  w:arm  water ; fridion 
of  the  legs,  and  rubbing  the  foies  of  the  feet 
with  the  aqua  ammonia.  If  children  of  two  or 
three  years  old  are  fubjed  to  flight  and  frequent 
fits,  ifliies  or  fetons  fliould  be  made  between  the 
fhoulders,  or  in  the  neck,  and  be  kept  open  for 
a length  of  time  : and  in  weakly  children  chaly- 
beate waters  may  be  ufeful. 

The  idiopathic  convulfion  if  not  removed  in 
a few  days,  is  that  from  which  future  bad  confe- 
qucnces  may  fometimes  be  expeded,  being  fol- 
lowed by  a temporary  lofs  either  of  the  fight,  or 
hearing,  and  fometimes  of  the  intellects.  If  the 
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former,  it  is  attended  with  an  unmeaning  coun- 
tenance and  a conftant  dare  and  motion  of  the 
eyes.  If  water  in  the  head  be  not  particularly 
fufpedted,  and  the  common  vervous  medicines, 
with  purges  and  blifters  have  had  no  good  effect, 
bleeding  with  leeches,  and  repeated  emetics 
fhould  be  had  recourfe  to ; and  if  the  bowels 
continue  in  a good  date,  the  aqua  kali,  as  a 
diuretic,  may  be  made  trial  of. 

Such  are  the  ufual  remedies  to  which  recourfe 
has  been  had  for  the  idiopathic  convulfion  ; but 
of  late  years  I have  been  led  to  make  trial  of 
mufk ; and  from  no  fmall  fuccefs,  think  I am 
warranted  in  drongly  recommending  it  to  the 
notice  of  phyficians.  And  I am  the  rather  led 
to  this,  becaufe  1 conceive  it  to  have  been  long 
out  of  repute  as  a remedy  for  children,  and  pro- 
bably one  that  has  never  had  a proper  trial  in 
their  nervous  affedtions ; as  in  that  cafe,  we 
fhould  expedt  it  would  have  been  noticed  more 
particularly  by  the  older  writers.* 

* It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  to  affert  that  mufk,  has 
at  no  time,  been  frequently  adminiftered  in  thefe  cafes; 
though  it  is  probable  not  very  lately.  I am  not  ignorant  that 
many  valuable  medicines  have  been  long  neglected,  in  favour 
of  others  of  the  fame  clafs,  and  been  taken  up  again  at  a fu- 
ture age.  Practitioners,  never thelefs,  ought  to  ftate  what 
has  been  their  own  experience  of  any  medicine,  in  prefer- 
ence to  others,  after  a fair  trial  of  feveral,  in  particular 
complaints. 
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In  fome  of  the  worth  cafes,  however,  of  Jong 
continued  conventions,  and  fits  apparently  truly 
epileptic,  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  ufual 
caufes  of  infantile  irritation  ; as  well  as  where 
all  the  cuttomary  remedies  have  been  previoully 
and  unfuccefsfully  tried,  a free  exhibition  of 
mutk  has  retlored  children  to  health.  And  this 
not  only  where  the  long  continuance  of  the  fits 
has  led  good  phyticians  to  pronounce  them  idio- 
pathic ; but  where  the  convulfions  have  alfo 
induced  total  blindnefs,  or  otherwife  deranged 
the  faculties  for  ieveral  months. — At  leatt,  I 
may  affert,  that  an  immediate  abatement  of  the 
fits  has  followed  the  exhibition  of  this  medicine, 
and  in  the  end,  the  removal  of  all  its  ill-confe- 
quences. 

But  when  the  idiopathic  convulfion  attacks 
very  young  children,  it  generally  terminates  very 
foon,  fometimes  indeed,  inflantly  ; and  in  many 
is  fatal  before  any  means  can  be  made  ufe  of; 
efpecially  in  the  cafe  of  hydrocephalus.  I have, 
however,  often  imagined  that  we  are  ^frequently 
miflaken  in  regard  to  fuch  hafly  deaths,  and  that 
when  convulfions  prove  fo  fuddenly  fatal,  they 
are  more  commonly  fymptomatic , and  are  occafi- 
oned  much  oftener  than  is  fufpe&ed  by  over- 
feeding.— I have  known  fome  of  the  largefl  and 
fined  infants  I have  ever  feen,  die  fuddenly  in 


Convulsions. 


m 

the  month,  immediately  after  the  nurfe  had 
boafted  cf  their  having  eating  three  boats-full  of 
victuals. 

In  this  view  of  the  difeafe,  a few  words  more 
may  not  be  wholly  unneceffary,  efpecially  as  they 
will  hold  out  much  comfort  in  regard  to  this 
alarming  complaint ; by  which,  I am  however 
allured,  many  infants  have  perifhed  merely  from 
its  not  being  properly  diftinguifhed.  For  though, 
indeed,  all  convulfion-fits  are  in  their  appearance 
exceedingly  fhocking,  yet  under  proper  treat- 
ment they  are  much  lefs  frequently  fatal  than  is 
commonly  imagined,  however  often  they  may 
recur,*  neither  is  the  frequency  of  their  returns 
during  infancy,  nor  the  long  continuance  of  luch 
a difpolition  an  indication  of  future  evils,  if  the 
fits  themfeives  be  of  the  kind  here  fuppofed.-j- 
But  though  experience  warrants  my  fpeaking 
with  confidence  on  this  head,  with  a view  to 

* The  account  in  the  yearly  bills  of  mortality  is  efpecially 
erroneous  in  regard  to  this  complaint,  and  has  perhaps  added 
to  the  alarm  which  the  appearance  of  a convulfion  univerfally 
occafions. 

+ The  above  obfervation  is,  I believe,  ftriCtly  true  in  re- 
gard to  fuch  kind  of  fits ; and  though  in  fome  others,  as 
hinted  before,  the  intellects  have  appeared  afterwards  to  be 
impaired,  yet  are  the  inltances  fo  very  few”,  that  there  is, 
upon  the  whole,  little  room  for  alarm  in  the  apprehenfion  of 
fuch  confequences- 
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prevent  any  unneceflary  diftrefs,  yet  would  I,  by 
no  means,  put  the  practitioner  off  his  guard  ; 
fince  the  recovery,  in  many  cafes,  depends  fo 
entirely  upon  an  expeditious  ufe  of  the  remedy, 
that  even  the  time  loft  in  fending  abroad  for  a 
remedy  may  be  fatal  to  the  infant. 

Fits  of  this  kind  are,  indeed,  pretty  generally 
known  to  arife  from  irritating  matter  confined  in 
the  firft  paflages,  as  has  been  already  explained, 
but  I believe  it  is  not  fo  generally  underftood, 
how  often  fuch  matters  are  lodged  in  the  ftomach, 
(perhaps  the  pylorus  itfelf ;)  or  very  low  down  in 
the  redtum.  Inftances  of  the  latter  are  not  want- 
ing, wherein  the  hardened  feces  have  lain  fo  low 
as  to  dilate  the  fphincler  ani  fufficiently  to  expofe 
them  to  view,  and  yet  the  infant  been  dead 
before  a clyfter  could  be  procured  from  a neigh- 
bouring apothecary’s ; whereas  fuch  fits  ceafe 
immediately  after  a plentiful  evacuation  from  the 
bowels,  artificially  induced  : fo  alfo  have  I feen 
an  infant  in  the  month,  lying  torpid  for  an  hour 
together,  in  a kind  of  fit,  and  apparently  in  the 
very  article  of  death,  brought  out  of  it  entirely 
after  a large  and  fpontaneous  difcharge  of  thick 
feces.  In  like  manner  fudden  death  .has  taken 
place  when  the  load  has  been  in  the  ftomach  j 
whilft  other  children  have  been  favecl  by  fpon- 
taneoufly  throwing  it  up.  Whether  in  the  former 
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cafe,  the  noxious  irritation  be  in  the  re&um, 
which  may,  poflibly,  be  doubted  ; or  from  the 
obftru&ion  there,  acrid  matter  be  confined  higher 
up,  is  not  of  any  particular  importance ; the  con- 
fined feces  below,  and  their  timely  removal  being, 
alike,  the  certain  occafion,  and  remedy  of  the 
evil. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  would  be  fcarcely 
necefiary  to  point  out  the  remedies  in  a formal 
way,  but  for  the  fake  of  directing  the  moft  ex- 
peditious manner  of  applying  them.  In  the  firfl 
inftance,  doubtlefs,  the  obvious  means  are  a foap 
clyfter  with  two  or  more  tea-fpoonsful  of  fait, 
(fuch  articles  being  always  at  hand)  and  after- 
wards adminiftering  one  or  other  of  the  purges 
formerly  directed  , which  it  may  often  be  necef- 
fary  to  repeat  for  fome  days,  perhaps  with  an  in- 
terval between.  But  when  an  infant  falls  fud- 
denly  into  a convulfion  very  foon  after  fucking, 
or  feeding,  efpecially  if  on  any  thing  actually 
improper,  and  the  bowels  have  been  for  fome 
days  in  an  orderly  Hate,  it  may  reafonably  be 
prefumed,  that  the  irritation  is  in  the  ftomach, 
efpecially  if  there  be  an  unufual  palenefs  of  the 
countenance,  indicating  ficknefs ; or  on  the  con- 
trary, any  confiderable  blacknefs,  with  fymptoms 
of  fuffocation ; which  I think  do  not  come  on 
fo  foon  when  the  obftru<5tion  is  in  the  bowels. 

VOL.  I.  M 
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And  it  fhould  here  be  remarked,  that  it  is  not 
neceflary,  that  the  load  in  the  ftomach  fhould 
be  confidcrable  in  quantity  in  order  to  induce 
fuch  fudden  and  alarming  convulfions ; it  is  fuf- 
ficient  that  the  ftomach  be  really  oppreffed  by  it 
to  a certain  degree;  nor  does  it  always  appear  to 
arife  fo  much  from  an  oppreffive  abundance,  as 
from  a imall  piece  of  undigefted  food,  irritating, 
and  perhaps  confined  as  has  been  laid,  in  the 
pylorus. 

In  the  cafe  here  defcribed  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  think  of  a formal  emetic,  at  leaft  with- 
out making  trial  of  fome  more  expeditious 
means,  fuch  as  irritating  the  pharynx  with  the 
finger,  or  a feather,  or  forcing  in  the  fmoke  of 
tobacco,  if  that  be  at  hand ; either  of  which 
often  inflantly  produces  vomiting,  and  puts  an 
end  to  the  fit.  To  this  end,  the  child  fhould 
be  fupported  by  a hand  placed  under  its  ftomach 
and  belly,  whilft  the  feather  or  other  means  are 
made  ufe  of ; in  which  pofition  the  infant  will 
be  made  to  vomit  more  readily,  and  with  lefs 
{training,  than  in  any  other. — It  is  hoped  that 
the  importance  of  the  fubjeft,  as  well  as  the  very 
frequent  fuccefs  attending  the  plans  laft  recom- 
mended, under  the  moft  alarming  appearances, 
may  be  thought  an  apology  for  the  length  of  this 
chapter,  as  well  as  the  fort  of  repetitions  made 
ufe  of. 
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It  is  further  to  be  noted,  that  fymptomatic 
convulfions  are  fometimes  the  effedt  of  a falutary 
effort  of  nature,  to  produce  a crifis  in  fome  dif- 
eafe  the  child  labours  under  ; in  which  cafe, 
great  caution  fliould  be  ufed  not  to  be  over  of- 
ficious : bathing  the  feet  in  warm  water,  howr- 
ever,  as  mentioned  before,  will  be  perfectly  fafe, 
and  perhaps  ufeful.  Having  fpoken  of  opiates, 

I lhall  juft  obferve,  that  though  they  are  often 
very  ferviceable,  when  judicioufly  prefcribed, 
they  become  very  hurtful  if  improperly  adminif- 
tered.  They  will,  however,  always  be  fafe, 
where  convulfions  continue  after  the  firft  exciting 
caufe  has  been  removed 3 or  where  they  are  fo 
violent  as  to  become  an  obftacle  to  adminifter- 
ing  proper  remedies  3 or  when  the  original  com- 
plaint is  of  a fpafmodic  nature.  When  arifing 
from  debility  and  languor,  the  tindL  valer.  volat. 
adminiftered  in  fome  generous  white-wine,  has 
been  found  a fuccefsful  remedy. 

When  convulfions  occur  many  times  in  a day, 
it  is  of  importance  to  attend  to  the  diflance  of 
the  paroxyfms  3 from  which  a much  better  indi- 
cation may  be  had  of  their  immediate  danger, 
than  from  the  forcible  contradlion  of  the  muf- 
cles  during  the  fit.  For,  where  the  intervals  are 
fhort,  though  the  fit  itfelf  be  not  long,  nor  vio- 
lent, the  difeafe  is  more  dangerous  than  where 
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fevere  paroxyfms  are  attended  with  long  in- 
tervals.. 


Paralysis,  or  Palsy. 


A HE  Palfy  is  a more  common  diforder  in 
infants,  and  young  children,  than  writers  feem  to 
have  imagined,  being  confined  to  no  age,  (hav- 
ing been  feen  as  early  as  the  third  day  after 
birth)  and  attacking  children  in  very  different 
degrees,  in  the  manner  it  does  adult  perfons. 
It,  accordingly,  fometimes  feizes  the  upper,  and 
fometimes  the  lower  extremities  ; in  fome  in- 
ftances,  it  takes  away  the  entire  ufe  of  the  limbs 
it  has  attacked,  and  in  others,  only  weakens 
them.  Sometimes  the  fpeech  is  very  much  af- 
fedted,  and  at  others  not  at  all  ; the  intellect  is 
alfo  greatly  impaired  in  fome  inflances,  and  in 
others  is  only  torpid ; for  though  children  may 
be  dull  and  heavy,  like  other  paralytics,  yet 
when  rouzed,  their  imagination  is  found  to  be 
fully  awake  to  the  common  objedts  around  them. 

The  palfy  more  commonly  appears  in  the  form 
of  hemiphlegia ; but  if  it  be  neither  fatal,  nor 
foon  cured,  it  is  often  found  to  fteal  impercep- 
tibly upon  the  other  fide  of  the  body.  In  one 
inftance,  I was  witnefs  to  the  paralytic  affedtion 
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quitting  one  fide,  to  feize  the  other,  only  two 
days  before  the  child  died. 

In  any  cafe,  the  palfy  in  young  fubjedts  is  to 
be  treated  in  much  the  fame  manner  as  in 
adults ; and  being  ufually  attended  with  coftive- 
nefs,  calls  for  briik  purges  in  the  firfl  inftance, 
and  a repetition  of  opening  medicines  through- 
out the  courfe  of  the  complaint.  And,'  indeed, 
if  cathartics  and  blifters  do  not  foon  afford  relief, 
•the  diforder  ufually  becomes  chronical,  and  the 
child  finks  gradually  in  the  courfe  of  a few 
months,  or  drags  on  a miferable  life  for  ten  or 
twelve  years,  with  more  or  lefs  debility  of  the 
arms  or  legs ; but  very  rarely  arrives  at  man- 
hood. Indeed,  the  caufes  of  palfy,  particularly 
in  young  people,  who  are  Hill  growing,  are  fo 
numerous,  and  are  often  fo  entirely  out  of  the 
reach  of  art,  as  well  from  their  nature,  as  their 
feat,  being  frequently  in  the  nerves  themfelves, 
or  the  brain,  that  fuch  an  event  cannot  be  won- 
dered at. 

But  where  no  morbid  change  of  parts  has 
taken  place,  perhaps  infants  and  young  children 
are  oftener  perfectly  cured  than  thofe  more  ad- 
vanced in  years,  by  the  mere  exhibition  of  two 
or  three  brifk  purges,  whereof  calomel  often 
•forms  a neceffary  part,  as  the  palfy  frequently 
originates  from  foul  matters  in  the  firft-paffages 
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After  purging,  blifters  fhould  be  applied,  and  if 
no  fever  attends,  nervous  medicines  be  adminif- 
tered,  fuch  as  valerian,  caftor,  ammonia  pras- 
parata,  and  the  fpiritus  setheris  vitriolici  com- 
pofitus.  In  fome  inftances,  the  bark  and  fteel 
have  proved  ufeful ; or  frictions  with  flannel  and 
aromatics,  or  ether,  and  the  ufe  of  the  waters 
at  Bath ; and  as  frequently  as  any  other  mean, 
electricity,  efpecially  if  inflead  of  giving  fhocks, 
the  eleCtric  aura  only  be  applied,  or  fparks 
drawn  from  the  body  feated  in  the  infulating- 
chair.  If  the  head  be  much  affeCted,  a fmall 
blitter,  or  leeches  applied  to  the  temples  may  be 
proper,  in  certain  habits. 

When  the  palfy  becomes  chronical,  more  ge- 
neral remedies  will  be  called  for,  according  to 
the  particular  fymptoms  that  may  occur ; but 
more  commonly,  remedies  of  the  warmer  clafs. 

The  palfy  is  fometimes  occafioned  or  fucceed* 
ed  by  water  in  the  head  ; and  in  the  former  cafe, 
the  futures  of  the  fkull  being  generally  ftill  open, 
and  allowing  of  diftention,  the  fymptoms  of 
compreffed  brain  will  not  appear  fo  foon  as  they 
otherwnfe  would. 

In  the  fufpicion  of  hydrocephalus,  mercury, 
and  diuretic  medicines  may  be  made  ufe  of 
though  it  is  to  be  feared,  with  but  little  profpeft 
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of  fuccefs,  when  the  original  difeafe  has  proceed- 
ed thus  flu*. 

I have  noticed  a few  inftances  of  a partial  pa- 
ralyfis  of  one,  or  all  the  extremities ; but  this 
has  always  given  way  very  foon.  Befides  teeth- 
ing infants,  whom  it  has  been  faid  to  attack,  I 
have  feen  it  in  others  who  are  older,  and  the 
finefl  children,  and  is  then  generally  attended 
with  a foul  ftate  of  the  bowels.  In  any  cafe, 
the  only  remedies  I have  found  neceffary,  have 
been  calomel  or  fome  other  purgative ; fome- 
times  an  emetic,  and  volatile  embrocation  to 
the  limbs.  Electricity,  I am  told,  has  been 
advifed  in  one  inftance ; and  if  the  complaint 
fhould  not  otherwife  yield,  may  as  properly  be 
had  recoufe  to  in  this,  as  the  former  inftances. 


Skin-Bound. 


I HIS  being  a fpafmodic  affeCtion,  and  fome- 

times  attended  with  the  convulfion  called  teta- 

% 

nus,  may  very  properly  be  noticed  in  this  place. 
It  is  a diforder  but  little  known  either  to  the 
antient  or  modern  writers,  (and  has  been  lefs 
underftood  ;)  being  only  twice  publicly  noticed, 
that  I know  of,  until  a few  years  ago.  The 
one  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  in  a flill- 
born  infant,  in  the  hofpital,  at  Stockholm,  and 
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the  other  about  forty  years  ago,  in  a Neapolitan 
girl  of  feventeen  years  of  age,  in  the  royal  hof- 
pital  at  Naples ; the  fuccefsful  treatment  of 
whom,  I think,  may  throw  fome  light  on  this 
difeafe,  hitherto  fo  little  known.  The  former 
is  accurately  defcribed  by  UZENBESIUS,  and 
recorded  in  SCURINGII,  Embrologia  (de  f<etu 
frigido  et  rigido*  ) but  without  adverting  at  all 
to  its  treatment.  The  cafe,  as  I fince  find,  is 
tranfcribed  into  the  Ephemerid . Academ.  Natural 
Curiofor.  Cent.  ix. 

The  above  is  related  in  a manner  importing  it 
to  be  an  uncommon  occurrence,  and  the  difeafe 
at  that  time  little,  if  at  all  known  : and  though  re- 
corded in  two  diftindt  works,  (the  latter  of  which 
is  rather  confulted  than  regularly  perufed)  the 
cafe  feems  to  have  been  generally  overlooked, 
and  confequently  the  true  nature  of  the  difeafe 
remained  nearly  in  its  original  obfcurity.  It  was, 
indeed,  not  till  a twelvemonth  after  my  fhort 
account  of  it  appeared,  that  this  diforder  began 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the  French  phyficians, 
in  confequence  of  Monfieur  Andrij  being  called 
upon  to  take  the  charge  of  the  Hofpice  des  En - 


* The  midwife  is  reported  to  have  faid,  that  this  infant 
though  born  alive,  felt  as  intenfely  cold  and  rigid  when  it 
came  into  the  world  as  a piece  of  ice. — How  this  might  be,  1 
leave  to  the  Academy  of  the  Curious  to  determine. 
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fans  trouves  at  Paris.  The  difeafe  indeed,  had 
been  often  feen  both  in  that  hofpital  and  the 
Hotel  Dieu , but  having  always  proved  fatal,  little 
attention  had  been  for  a long  time  paid  to  it, 
till  Dr.  Andrij  was  elected  phyfician  to  the  firfl 
mentioned  charity  ; fince  which  time,  no  pains 
feem  to  have  been  fpared  in  the  invefligation  of 
it  : and  the  fubject  having  fince  been  taken  up 
by  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  it  is. hoped 
additional  light  will  be  thrown  upon  it,  if  the 
diflradled  flate  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom  can 
admit  of  the  calm  confideration  of  fuch  fubjedts. 

That  the  prefent  account  of  the  difeafe  may 
be  clearly  flated,  I fhall  firfl  confider  it  as  it  has 
appeared  in  this  country,  in  the  manner  I had 
long  ago  intended,  and  had  adtually  drawn  up 
before  I was  favoured  with  fome  further  deferip- 
tion  of  it,  by  Dr.  Andrij. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  much  lefs  common  in 
this  kingdom  than  on  the  continent,  but  is 
equally  an  hofpital  difeafe,  and  feldom  met  with 
but  accompanied  with  fome  bowel  complaint, 
and  ftili  more  rarely  appearing  at  the  birth.  It 
was  firfl  fpoken  of  in  public,  I believe,  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Denman  when  a teacher  in  mid- 
wifery, and  phyfician  to  the  Middlefex  hofpital ; 
whole  unwearied  attention  to  it  there,  though 
not  with  all  the  defired  effect,  does  him  more 
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Honour  than  could  have  been  derived  from  the 
mod  fuccefsful  treatment  of  a difeafe  lefs  fatal 
than  this  has  proved  wherever  it  has  appeared. 

The  Brilijh  Lying-in  hojpital  has  been  very 
little  infefted  with  it,  and,  pofhbly,  by  being 
folely  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  pregnant 
woman,  which  the  Middlefex  is  not  ; the  air  of 
which  may  on  that  account  be  lefs  pure  and 
(alutary. 

The  following  Symptoms  (Dr.  Denman  ob- 
ferves)  “ have  been  confidered  as  pathognomo- 
nic, or  chara&erftic  of  the  difeafe. 

id.  The  fkin  is  always  of  a yeliowifh  white 
colour,  giving  the  idea  of  foft  wax. 

2d.  The  feel  of  the  fkin  and  defh  is  hard  and 
refiding,  but  not  edematofe.* 

3d.  The  cellular  membrane  is  fixed  in  fuch 
a manner  that  the  Ikin  will  not  dide  over  the 
fubjacent  mufcles ; not  even  on  the  back  of  the 
hands,  where  it  is  ufually  very  Joofe  and  pliable. 

4th.  This  dridture  often  extends  over  the 
whole  body;  but  the  fkin  is  peculiarly  rigid  in 
the  parts  about  the  face,  and  on  the  extremities. 

5th.  The  child  is  always  cold. 

* To  me  the  appearance  and  feel  of  the  ikin  have  exa&Iy 
refembled  that  of  a perfon  who  has  died  during  a very  hard 
firo  ft. 
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6th.  The  infant  makes  a peculiar  kind  of 
moaning  noife,  which  is  often  very  feeble ; and 
never  cries  like  other  children. 

7th.  Whatever  number  of  days  fuch  children 
may  furvive,  they  always  have  the  appearance 
of  being  dying.” 

This  difeafe  commences  at  no  regular  period ; 
but  whenever  it  takes  place  it  attacks  feveral  in- 
fants within  a fhort  time ; and  chiefly  thofe 
who  may  be  in  the  lad  ftage  of  obftinate  bowel 
complaints,  in  which  the  (tools  are  of  a waxey 
or  clayey  confidence.  It  has  been  alfo  remark- 
ed, that  it  fometimes  makes  its  appearance  as 
an  original  difeafe,  and  in  that  cafe  more  fre- 
quently, I think,  within  the  fird  ten  days  after 
birth  : a few  children  have  even  been  born  with 
it,  and  fuch  have  never  furvived  many  days. 

I have  feen  the  rigidity  extending  beyond  the 
cellular  membrane,  fo  as  to  effedl  the  mufcles, 
but  only  thofe  of  the  lower  jaw,  which  became 
perfectly  rigid  : but  this  fpafm  or  tetanus  does 
not  feem  to  be  a frequent  fymptom,  nor  do  con- 
vulfions  extend  to  the  extremities,  as  they  are 
found  to  do  in  France  ; nor  have  I difcovered 
any  extravafation  in  the  cellular  membrane  after 
death,  reported  to  be  condantly  met  with  in 
that  country.  Moreover,  in  no  indance  that  I 
have  heard  of,  has  the  difeafe  been  attended 
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with  the  eryfipelatous  affections  uniformly  no- 
ticed there. 

The  caufe  of  this  dreadful  complaint,  when 
either  congenite,  or  evidently  fupervenient  to 
diforders  of  the  firft-paffages,  feems  to  me  to  be 
a fpafm  depending  very  much  upon  a certain 
morbid  ftate  of  thofe  parts,  and  with  which  the 
/kin  is  well  known  to  have  a peculiar  Sympathy. 
But  when,  though  an  original  difeafe,  it  does 
not  take  place  till  fome  days  after  birth,  which, 
I believe,  is  rarely  the  cafe  except  in  large  hos- 
pitals, and  other  crouded  apartments ; the  irri- 
tating caufe,  in  Such  inffances,  is  probably  Seat- 
ed in  the  Sebaceous  glands,  and  the  difeafe  feems 
to  be  an  endemic  of  certain  feafons,  arifing 
from  that  unwholefome  air  to  which  Such  places 
are  peculiarly  liable. 

The  means  of  Cure  in  this  country,  (where 
it  has  been  Said,  the  diforder  is  more  fimple,) 
have  been  different  from  thofe  that  have  lately 
been  found  fuccefsful  in  France ; but  inftances 
of  recovery  have  been  very  few  in  either.  When 
the  diforder  was  fir  ft  noticed,  its  treatment  was 
confined  to  a ftridb  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the 
bowels,  and  rendering  the  Several  medicines  very 
warm  by  means  of  the  compound  Spirit  of  am- 
monia, which  was  administered  every  four  or  fix 
hours ; and  was  the  only  plan  attended  with 
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any  fuccefs.  Together  with  this,  I after  fome 
time  directed  the  frequent  ufe  of  a warm-bath, 
and  chafing  the  whole  body  afterwards  with 
warm  flannel  means  which  have  fince  appeared 
to  have  been  attended  with  the  firft  inftances  of 
fuccefs  in  France , as  will  be  noticed  below. 

As  the  difeafe  raging  fo  much  in  France  dif- 
fers in  many  refpe&s  from  ours,  it  is  very  doubt- 
ful how  far  the  plan  of  cure  adopted  there  may 
by  applicable  in  this  country,  and  my  own  ex- 
perience has  hitherto  not  gone  beyond  the  means 
I have  mentioned  : but  I would  venture  to  fug- 
ged, that  in  many  cafes,  trial  might  be  fafely 
and  properly  made  not  only  of  carminative  clyf- 
ters,  but  alfo  of  a grain  of  calomel  previous  to 
the  infant  being  put  into  a vapor-bath  ; and 
after  a diffident  number  of  Aools  fhall  have  been 
procured  by  thefe  means,  exhibiting  other 
volatile  and  cordial  remedies  befide  the  fpirit  of 
ammonia  ; as  well  as  antifpafmodics  of  different 
kinds. 

After  the  defcription  given  of  this  diforder  as 
it  appears  in  London , little  more  will  be  necef- 
fary,  I apprehend,  than  to  feledt  the  circum- 
ftances  in  which,  it  has  been  noticed,  that  in 
France  is  found  to  differ. 

It  has  already  been  (aid,  that  it  is  more  fre- 
quently attended  with  tetanus,  and  never  occurs 


* 


174 


Skin-bound. 


without  thofe  appearances  mentioned  under  the 
article  Eryfipelas  infantile,  efpeciallv  the  rednefs 
and  hardnefs  about  the  pubes,  accompanied  fur- 
ther with  tumour  and  rednefs  of  the  foies  of  the 
feet.  But  thefe  parts,  it  feems,  though  of  a 
purple  red,  are  intenfely  cold ; very  rarely  fup- 
purate ; but  fometimes  mortify.*  In  one  very 
late  inftance,  however,  the  infant  was  not  cold,~p 
but  on  the  contrary,  exceedingly  hot.  The  legs, 
thighs,  and  foies  of  the  feet  were  red  and  hard ; 
but  no  mention  being  made  of  a general  tight- 
nefs  of  the  Ikin,  it  is  probable  this  child  was  af- 
fected only  with  the  infantile  eryfipelas  which 
appears  amongft  us. 

Befides  the  above  variations,  the  infants  are 
faid  to  fwallow  with  extreme  pain  the  extremi- 
ties, efpecially  the  legs,  are  much  enlarged,  and 
attended  with  a ferous  efFufion  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  which  we  have  not  hitherto  noticed : 

* This  is  faid  to  be  the  cafe  in  four  or  five  children  out  of 
twenty,  all  of  whom  are  found  to  die  in  a few  hours  after  the 
gangrene  has  taken  place  ; and  become  fo  putrid,  that  by 
the  next  day,  the  (kin  feparates  from  every  part  of  the  body, 
fo  as  to  adhere  to  the  hands  of  thofe  who  have  occafion  to 
touch  them. 

+ One  inftance  of  this  kind  alfo  occurred  at  the  Britilh 
Lying-in-Hofpital ; and  in  this  cafe  there  was  likewife  tu- 
mour, hardnefs,  and  rednefs  about  the  pubes,  and  different 
parts  of  the  extremities. 
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and  the  diforder  is  faid  to  rage  moft  in  the  hotter 
months.  One  inftance,  however,  of  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  fell  under  my  norice;  the  child,  at 
leaft,  refuted  the  breaft,  and  fwallowed  unwil- 
lingly whatever  was  offered  it  : but  this  infant 
fcarcely  furvived  the  attack  fifteen  hours. — In 
France , it  is  further  obferved,  that  the  infants 
die  about  the  third  or  fourth  day,  or  at  furtheft, 
on  the  feventh  from  the  birth.  It  is  probable, 
there  is  another  and  very  material  variation,  in 
refpedt  to  the  degree  of  ftridture  and  immobi- 
lity of  the  lkin,  which  are  not  clearly  expreffed 
to  be  either  fo  confiderable  or  extenfive,  as  in 
the  difeafe  I have  been  defcribing;  but  are  more 
confined  to  thofe  parts  which  become  red  and 
tumid.  But  in  the  inftance  recorded  by  Scu- 
ringius  it  was  clearly  otherwife,  the  infant 
being  faid  to  feel,  from  head  to  foot,  like  a 
piece  of  flefh  dried  in  the  fmoke.  This  child 
furvived  a complete  day,  during  which  time  it 
, took  no  fort  of  nourifhment,  and  never  cried,  nor 
made  any  kind  of  noife. 

Upon  examining  a great  number  of  dead 
bodies  at  the  Enfans  Trouves , the  ferous  extra- 
vafation  is  conftantly  met  with  ; is  of  a deep 
yellow  colour  and  fluid,  but  coagulates  with 
heat ; the  fat  is  peculiarly  folid  ; the  glands  and 
lymphatics,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  mefentery,  are 
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found  fluffed,  and  the  liver  uncommonly  large, 
with  a great  quantity  of  deep  coloured  bile  in 
the  gall-bladder ; and  the  lungs  are  faid  to  be 
loaded  with  blood,  as  well  as  to  contain  an  un- 
ufual  quantity  of  air. 

The  fuppofed  Cause  of  this  difeafe  amongfl 
them  feems  to  me  but  ill  accounted  for ; the 
complaint  being  attributed  to  the  improper  diet 
of  the  mother  or  her  infant ; or  to  cold  it  has 
taken  at  the  birth : whereas,  the  coldnefs  and 
rigidity  of  the  fkin  feem  to  be  but  mere  fymp- 
toms,  and  not  the  difeafe  ; efpecially  as  their 
children,  like  ours,  are  but  rarely  attacked  from 
the  birth.  The  difeafe  appears  to  be  a true  en- 
demic, arifing  from  foul  air,  efpecially  as  it  is 
found  only  to  attack  the  poor,  and  particularly 
to  infeft  the  two  large  hofpitals  that  are  crouded 
above  all  others,  and  receive  the  loweft  and  mofl 
wretched  part  of  them;  of  whofe  new-born  chil- 
dren, it  is  fuppofed,  one  out  of  twenty  is  vifited 
with  this  difeafe. 

It  has  been  hinted,  that  for  a long  while,  little 
attention  was  paid  to  this  complaint,  on  account 
of  its  conflant  fatality,  lix  hundred  infants  fink- 
ing under  it  every  year,  in  a tingle  hofpital ; about 
four  hundred  of  which  are  born  in  the  Hotel- 
Dieu. 
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But  fince  Dr.  Andrifs  election  to  the  Hofpice 
des  Infans  tr oaves , various  means  have  been  at- 
tempted both  by  himfelf  and  his  colleague,  Mr, 
Auvety  ; and  amongft  other  means,  the  warm- 
bath,  which  appears  to  have  faved  the  firft  child 
that  was  known  to  recover.  Trial  has  fince  been 
made  of  blitters  to  the  extremities,  which  fuc- 
ceeded  alfo  in  the  very  firft  inftance,  as  well  as 
fince  in  feveral  others ; fo  that,  in  the  laft  year, 
they  are  reported  to  have  faved  five  infants  out 
of  every  hundred,  more  than  in  the  preceding 
one. 

Monfieur  Souville,  furgeon  to  the  Military 
Hofpital  at  Calais , has  alfo  given  fome  account 
of  this  difeafe,  in  the  Journal  de  Medicine , under 
the  name  of  ALdematie  Concrete,  and  obferves, 
that  it  is  a very  common  diforder  in  the  Pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  in  Paris . Under  his  direction, 
likewife,  a warm,  or  rather  vapor-bath,  fucceeded 
in  the  only  inftance  wherein  he  had  made  trial 
of  it. 

And  this  part  of  the  treatment  agrees  with  the 
account  of  the  Neapolitan  girl  to  which  I have 
alluded,  as  well  as  with  the  refult  of  our  further 
experience  at  the  Britifh  Lying-in-hofpital  where 
the  warm-bath,  in  one  inftance,  was  thought  to 
haften  the  death  of  the  infant. 
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The  former  was  read  before  the  Royal  Society, 
May  1 6th  1754.  The  difeafe  was  in  this  young 
woman  exceedingly  fevere,  the  fkin  being  fo  very 
rigid  over  the  whole  body,  from  head  to  foot, 
that  the  could  fcarcely  move  her  eye-lids,  or 
open  her  mouth ; nor  could  fhe  move  any  of 
her  limbs  without  pain,  as  well  as  difficulty, 
though  the  rigidity  was  evidently  in  the  Ikin  and 
adipofe  membrane,  and  not  in  the  mufcles. 

It  may  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  patient 
recovered,  but  not  under  a twelvemonth.  The 
means  had  recourle  to  were  the  warm,  and  vapor- 
bath,  mercury,  farfaparilla,  and  fridion  of  the 
Ikin. 

The  warm-bath  gave  her  great  pain  (as  it 
was  fuppofed,  from  the  weight  of  the  fluid)  that 
after  a few  trials,  fhe  fell  into  convulfions,  through 
her  dread  of  it,  as  they  were  about  to  put  her 
into  it.  But  the  warm-vapor  very  foon  afforded 
relief  by  relaxing  the  fkin,  but  very  little,  or  no 
perfpiration  was  produced ; nor  had  fhe  ever  had 
the  leaft  from  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe ; 
but  it  was  after  the  vapor-bath  confiderably  pro- 
moted by  the  internal  exhibition  of  twelve  grains 
of  quickfilver  every  day,  with  a decodion  ’of 
farfaparilla,  affifled  by  conftant  warm-air,  and 
fridions  of  the  limbs. 
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How  far  any  part,  or  the  whole  of  this  treat- 
ment may  be  fuccefsful  in  infants,  to  whom  the 
complaint  feems  to  be  confined  in  this  country, 
experience  only  can  prove  j but  it  is  prefumed, 
that  the  means  are  worthy  of  trial. 

Tetanus,  or  Locked -Jaw. 


The  Tetanus,*  of  infants,  is  an  equally 
fatal  complaint,  and  in  this  country  nearly  as 
little  known  as  the  foregoing.  It  is  either  idio- 
pathic or  fymptomatic ; which  diftindlion  is  of 
more  importance  in  hot  climates,  where  the  lat- 
ter is  always  found  to  be  incurable.  In  fome 
inflances  it  has  been  confined  to  the  jaw  only,  as 
in  Jamaica  ; in  others,  it  has  been  attended  with 
contradtion  and  rigidity  of  other  mufcles  of  the 
face,  and  a peculiar  fixed nefs  of  its  features. 
Sometimes,  the  rigidity  has  extended  to  the 
neck  ; and  in  one  child  I obferved  it  to  be  fpread 
fo  completely  over  the  whole  body,  that  the 
limbs  could  not  be  bent  fo  as  to  place  it  advanta- 
geoufly  in  a veffel,  fomewhat  too  fmall,  appro- 
priated to  a warm  bath.  It  has  already  been 


* This  is  the  fpecies  which  Nofologifts  have  termed 
Trt/mui  maxilla*  inferioris  Rigidita s fpajlica.  Species 
'Trifmus  Nafcentium  infante  t intra  duels  prim  as  a natimitat f 
feptimanas  corripiens . Vide  Culleu.  Q.  lx  I*. 
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obferved  that  it  is  fometimes  joined  with  the 
foregoing  complaint,  but  rarely  in  this  country  ; 
and  even  then,  the  jaw  partakes  only  of  that 
kind  of  rigidity  common  to  other  parts. 

In  fuch  inftances  of  Tetanus  as  I have  met 
with,  the  attack  has  not  been  earlier  than  the 
fixth,  nor  later  than  the  ninth  day  from  the 
birth,*  (excepting  one  inftance,  early  on  the 
tenth  ;)  and  as  far  as  1 could  learn,  the  infants 
had  not  been  coftive,  (which  Dr.  Evans  reports 
to  be  ufually  the  cale  in  Jamaica ) nor  apparently 
unhealthy  : fome,  I remember,  were  remarkably 
ftrong  and  lufty  children.  It  feems  fomewhat  to 
differ,  therefore,  from  the  difeafe  termed  Jaw- 
fallen,  in  the  JVeJl- Indies ; and  in  one  inftance 
appeared  to  have  fome  refemblance  to  the  cata- 
lepfy.  The  rigidity  has  ftolen  on  in  a more 
gradual  way  in  fome  inftances  than  in  others, 
but  has  always  been  very  great  as  far  as  it  ex- 
tended, from  the  moment  it  has  been  difeovered  ; 
fo  that  in  inftances  where  the  mouth  has  conti- 
nued fufficiently  open  to  admit  my  finger,  I 
could  not  thereby  deprefs  the  jaw.  In  fome,  the 

* In  the  IV >jl. Indies  alfo  never  later  than  the  ninth  day. — 

( Dr.  James  Clark . ) In  France , however,  it  is  laid  to  attack 
much  older  children,  though  rarely  after  two  years  of  age 
Memoir e dc  la  Societc  Roy  ale  de  Medicine,  Ann,  1 787  and  8. 
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eyes  have  been  bloated,  and  the  whole  counte- 
nance much  fwollen. 

The  Cause  of  this  complaint  has  been  dif- 
ferently conceived  of.  Dr.  Evans,  who  has  been 
very  converfant  with  it,  attributes  it  to  coftive- 
nefs,  and  thinks  he  has  greatly  prevented  its  fre- 
quency amongft  the  negroe  infants,  by  purging 
them  from  the  birth.  Dr.  Bar  tram  of  Phila- 
delphia* attributes  this  fatal  difeafe  to  a want 
of  fwathing,  or  proper  bandage  to  new-born 
infants,  and  to  the  application  of  fcorched 
linen  to  the  navel ; but  his  realoning,  to  fay 
the  lead  of  it,  appears  to  be  very  inconclu- 
five.  It  has  alfo  been  attributed  to  the  cord 
being  divided  by  inftruments  not  fufficiently 
fharp.  But  the  caufe  has  at  length  been  clearly 
afcertained,  and  happily  its  prevention,  by  Dr. 
James  Clark, f who  perceiving  that  thofe 
houfes  were  free  from  this  difeafe,  in  which  there 
were  no  fires,  very  foon  demonftrated  it  to  be 
owing  to  the  fmoke  from  burning  wood ; the 
negroe-houles  having  no  chimneys  to  carry  it  off. 

It  does  not  in  this  country  feem  to  arife  from 
conftipation,  omegled  of  purging  off  the  me- 
conium, and  much  lefs  for  want  of  fwathing, 

* See  the  TranfaStiom  of  the  College  of  Phyjician:  at  ThiU 
adelphia. 

t See  his  Treatife  on  the  Yellow-Fever,  &c.  1797. 
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but  is  owing,  as  I have  always  dated,  and  has 
fince  been  demonftrated,  as  above  remarked)  to 
a certain  date  of  the  air;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  the  difeafe  appeared  only  once  in  the  Britijh 
Lying-in  hofpital  during  a great  number  of 
years,  and  then  attacked  feveral  infants  in  a 
ftiort  time. — It  has  appeared  again,  however,  in 
four  indances  fince  the  above  account  of  it  was  ' 
given  in  former  editions. 

The  remedies  attempted  at  the  hofpital  were, 
the  warm-bath  ; fomentations  to  the  rigid  parts  ; 
frictions  with  oil  and  camphire,  and  Bates’s 
anodyne  balfam  ; blifters  behind , the  ears,  and 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck  : an  afafoetida,  opium, 
calomel,  the  bark,  and  aromatic  confe&ion, 
have  been  given  internally.  It  remains,  bowr 
ever,  to  make  trial  of  more  cordial  and  tonic 
remedies  as  recommended  by  phyficians  in 
North- America,  where  the  difeafe  is  (nore  com- 
mon than  it  is  here ; fuch  are  the  oleum  fuccini, 
mufk,  wine,  and  the  cold  bath  : though  con- 
cerning the  latter,  writers  differ.  Dr.  Clark  af- 
ferting,  that  it  has  in  no  indance  fuccceded. 

One  infant,  in  whom  the  complaint  was  con- 
fined to  the  jaw,  and  who  had  lefs  rigidity  than 
any  of  the  others,  never  looked  ill,  and  had  no 
convulfions  it  its  limbs,  died  rather  fooner  than 
the  red,  excepting  the  one  attacked  fo  late  as 
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the  tenth  day,  which  was  a remarkably  large 
and  healthy  infant : this  child  after  being  five 
minutes  in  a tepid  bath,  of  fait  and  water,  fell 
into  a more  profufe  fweat  than  I had  ever  no- 
ticed in  any  young  infant,  and  died  in  a few 
hours  afterwards,  and  only  twenty-four  from 
the  attack.  I have  known  only  one  child  fur- 
vive  the  third  day,  and  that  was  not  feized  till 
the  ninth  from  its  birth,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
third  week  feemed  to  be  recovering ; but  it  had 

never  been  able  to  take  the  bread  after  the  at- 

• * 

tack,  and  died  when  fix  weeks  old,  though, 
poffibly,  not  altogether  from  this  complaint. 


Epileptic-Fits. 

This  and  fome  of  the  following  complaints, 
as  well  as  the  two  or  three  immediately  preced- 
ing, which  relate,  fome  to  the  more  early,  and 
the  others  to  later  periods  of  childhood,  are 
noticed  fucceffively  in  this  place  on  account  of 
their  falling  under  the  general  clafs  of  convul- 
fions;  and  it  is  prefumed  lefs  improperly,  on 
the  whole,  than  ranking  them  according  to  the 
different  periods  of  time  in  which  they  might 
take  place. 

Very  few  words,  however,  on  the  Epilepfy 
may  fuffice,  as  it  is  eifhet*  pretty  eafily  cured,  or 
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ufually  continues  through  life  ; and  is  too  well 
known  to  require  a particular  defcription.  An 
account  of  the  various  precurrent  fymptoms 
would  be  equally  ufelefs. — It  may  juft  be  no- 
ticed, that  the  patient  falls  fuddenly  to  the 
ground,  and  fometimes  without  any  perceptible 
warning,  or  at  all  fufficient  to  fecure  him  from 
injury ; and  is  ufually  much  convulfed,  efpe- 
cially  on  coming  out  of  the  fit,  but  frequently 
retains  his  fenfes  the  whole  time. 

I believe  it  fometimes  takes  its  rife  merely 
from  foul  bowels ; and  certainly  more  com- 
monly attacks  children  of  a coftive  habit  of 
body , it  fhould  then  be  treated  agreeably  to  the 
directions  already  given  in  fuch  cafes,  and  efpe- 
cially  with  adtive  and  mercurial  purges : after 
which,  the  cortex  peruv.  vitriolum  album, 
chalybeates,  and  fca-bathing  may  be  ferviceable. 
In  other  inftances,  efpecially  in  more  advanced 
life,  and  towards  the  time -of  puberty,  the  epi- 
lepfy  feems  to  be  owing  rather  to  a more  fenfibly 
nervous  irritation.  In  fuch  cafes,  blifters  to  the 
back  of  the  neck  may  be  ufeful  -3  and  I have  ex- 
perienced much  benefit  from  large  dofes  of  the 
powder  of  valerian,  and  opium ; and  in  one 
inftance,  from  an  infufion  of  favine,  fennel 
feeds,  and  juniper  berries , but  I could  never 
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entirely  conquer  the  complaint  by  thefe  means ; 
but  the  oleum  fuccini  has,  in  feveral  inftances, 
perfedled  a cure  in  young  fubjedls ; and 
where  that  has  failed,  I have  fucceeded  with 
mufk. 

Jn  the  worfl  cafes  I ever  met  with,  in  which 
the  fits  were  very  long  and  violent,  and  fome- 
times  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  thirty  in  a 
day,  and  the  diforder  of  foine  years  {landing, 
electricity  has  very  foon  rendered  them  weaker, 
reduced  their  number  to  three  or  four  in  a day, 
and  gradually  to  one  in  fix  weeks ; but  did  not 
entirely  remove  them.  In  fuch  obflinate  cafes, 
it  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  the  brain  is  af- 
fedted  by  fome  local  or  permanent  caufe,  and  a 
perfedt  cure  is  confequently  defpaired  of ; though 
I have  known  the  fits  abate  greatly  after  having 
continued  for  twenty  years,  and  the  fubject 
of  them  afterwards  become  the  mother  of 
feveral  children.  But  parturition,  as  well  as 
whatevever  elfe  may  tend  to  debilitate  the  fyf- 
tem,  I have  always  found  increafe  the  number  of 
the  fits. 

When  this  difeafe  has  attacked  children  of 
five  or  fix  years  of  age,  and  where  no  treat- 
ment has  been  ferviceable,  the  complaint  has 
very  frequently  difappeared  fuddenly  about  the 
time  of  puberty,  and  fometimes  a year  or  two 
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(boner.  Where  it  does  not,  it  will  probably 
continue  through  life,  and  now  and  then  prove 
fuddenly  fatal,  as  I have  feen  in  a late  inftance. 

Dr.  John  Wilson  of  Spalding , has  lately 
(Irongly  recommended  the  internal  ufe  of  the 
argentum  nitratrum,  in  dofes  of  gr.  iji$,  three 
times  a day.  And  in  the  Medical  and  Chirurgi- 
cal  Journal,  edited  by  Profeflor  Hu  f el  and,  is 
an  account  of  a cure  effe&ed  in  a cafe  of  three 
years  (landing,  by  the  cuprum  ammoniacum 
given  in  the  dofe  of  half  a grain  a day,  and  in- 
creafed  to  five  grains  daily. 

Upon  examining  the  brain  after  death,  I have 
fometimes  found  water  in  the  ventricles,  and  at 
others,  a fmall  point  of  bone  as  fharp  as  a nee- 
dle (landing  out  from  the  internal  part  of  the 
os  front  is,  or  from  the  cella  turfica,  (of  which 
Boerhaave  and  others  have  recorded  feveral 
inflances)  and  was,  doubtlefs,  the  true  caufe  of 
the  difeafe. 

Chorea  Sancti  Viti,  or  Saint  Vitus’s 

Dance. 

» 

# ' # 

I Shall  be  very  brief  alfo  on  this  untoward 
diforder,  which  is  equally  well  known,  and 
though  not  often  fatal,  is  like  the  former,  I be- 
lieve, rarely  cured  but  in  young  fubje&s. 
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Worms,  and  other  foulnefs  of  the  bowels  in 
children,  are  likewife  frequent  caufes  of  this 
ftrange  convullion ; in  which  different  parts, 
and  efpecially  the  extremities  are  put  into  con- 
tinual motion,  giving  the  patient  a very  awk- 
ward appearance,  particularly  in  his  walk. 

If  the  firft-paffages  are  the  feat  of  irritation, 
the  complaint  muff  be  treated  in  the  manner 
noticed  under  the  preceding  article ; and,  in- 
deed, in  moft  cafes,  the  cure  fhould  be  begun 
by  adminiftering  aloetic,  or  mercurial  purges. 
But  fhould  the  dilorder  appear  to  be  owing  ra- 
ther to  relaxation,  as  it  fometimes  is,  the  cortex 
permfianus,  chalybeates,  and  other  tonics,  efpe- 
cially the  vitriolum  album,  and  fea-bathing, 
are  indicated,  and  are  very  frequently  fuccefs- 
ful  I have  alfo  known  it  immediately  yield  to 
electricity  ; but  in  this  cafe,  it  has  been  at- 
tended with  other  fymptoms  of  palfy,  which  have 
come  on  fuddenly.  Electricity,  however,  has 
lately  been  very  ufeful  in  a very  extraordinary 
inftance;  but  the  complaint  returning,  yielded 
afterwards  to  a perpetual  blifter,  on  the  os  facrum, 
directed  by  Dr.  Delarive  of  the  Public  Dif- 
penfary.  The  pilulse  cupri  were  adminiftered  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  dofe  of  gr  {$  j but  no 
benefit  was  perceived  till  the  blifter  was  applied. 
Dry-cupping  has  alfo  been  thought  ufeful. 
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Aphonia  Spasmodica  Intermittens,  or 
Temporary  Loss  ^Speech. 

Th  IS  complaint  when  it  occurs  in  children, 
though  it  is  not  a common  one,  takes  place  be- 
tween the  fourth  and  feventh  year  of  their  age ; 
is  only  a tranfient  lofs  of  fpeech,  and  is  a harm- 
lefs  affedtion  : for  though  it  may  recur  for  a 
length  of  time,  I believe  it  never  degenerates 
into  a permanent  difeafe.  It  is  rather  a difficul- 
ty in  articulating,  than  a perfebb  lofs  of  fpeech  ; 
laffs  only  for  a few  minutes,  or  at  moft,  a quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  and  recurs  frequently  in  the 
courfe  of  a day.  It  is  thought  to  be  fomewhat 
of  the  nature  of  the  chorea  fandti  viti,  and  to  be 
occafioned  by  worms,  or  other  irritation  in  the 
bowels ; and  fometimes  by  teething. 

If  neither  the  irruption  of  teeth,  nor  the  ex- 
hibition of  mercurial  purges,  and  other  remedies 
for  worms  fhould  produce  a fpeedy  good  effebt, 
any  advantage  from  other  medicines  is  more 
doubtful ; but  the  long  ufe  of  the  cold-bath,  or 
perhaps  time  only,  whereby  a child  may  acquire 
more  ftrength,  ufually  removes  the  complaint. 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  make  trial  of 
local  application  of  a ftimulating  kind  during 
the  paroxyfm,  or  fit ; of  which  remedies,  the 
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Incubus,  or  Night-Mare. 

mod  innocent  is  a lump  of  fugar  wetted  with 
lavender  drops,  and  amongft  the  ftronger,  a de- 
codtion  of  the  pellitory  of  Spain.  Should  thefe 
little  remedies  do  nothing,  and  the  complaint 
anywife  increafe,  it  appears  to  me,  that  ele&ricity 
may  be  had  recourfe  to  with  fafety  and  pro- 
priety ; but  the  diforder  is  too  rarely  met  with 
to  have  furnilhed  the  opportunity  of  fpeaking 
from  experience. 

Incubus,  or  Night-Mare. 

It  will  be  fufficient  barely  to  notice  this  affec- 
tion, it  being  generally  well  known  I believe, 
and  requiring  very  little  to  be  done  for  it ; chil- 
dren either  outgrowing  the  complaint  altogether, 
or  any  occafional  return  of  it,  when  older,  being 
efteemed  rather  as  conftituting  an  unpleafant 
moment,  than  a difeafe  requiring  medical  treat- 
ment. 

The  incubus,  probably,  arifes  from  a fpafmo- 
dic  conftridtion  of  the  diaphragm  and  mufcies 
of  the  cheft,  taking  place  during  fleep,  and  oc- 
cafions  a fenfe  and  dread  of  fuffocation,  and  of 
fome  huge  weight  lying  acrofs  the  bread.  When 
children,  who  happen  to  fleep  with  a bed-fel- 
low, awake  under  the  paroxyfm,  they  are  wont 


390  Incubus,  or  Night-Mare. 

to  fay  that  their  companion  has  lain  with  all  his 
weight  for  a long  time  acrofs  them. 

The  caufe  of  this  complaint  feems  to  be  fla- 
tulency in  the  flomach,  and  indigeftion,  and 
chiefly  attacks  children  or  young  people  of  a 
delicate  habit,  and  fuch  as  eat  too  freely  of 
fruits,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  are  unripe  ; or  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  eating  much  fupper,  a fliort 
time  before  going  to  reft. 

The  paroxyfms  are  of  different  duration, 
fome  children  lying  a much  longer  time  in  this 
unpleafant  ftate  than  others;  but  in  all,  fome 
degree  of  palpitation  of  the  heart,  lightnefs  of 
the  head,  tremor,  anxiety,  or  lafiitude  remains 
for  fome  time  afterwards. 

The  curative  indications  are  to  roufe  and 
fortify.  During  the  fit,  volatiles  and  fetids  may 
be  applied  to  the  noftrils ; and  as  foon  as  may  be, 
fome  antifpafmodic  fhould  be  adminiftered  inter- 
nally. Afterwards,  clyfters,  bitter  purges,  or 
emetics  fhould  be  exhibited,  as  the  ftate  of 
the  firft-pafiages  may  indicate,  and  the  cordial 
volatile  medicines  be  continued.  To  thefe 
fhould  be  added  proper  ftomachics,  aftifted  by 
a nutricious  diet  of  eafy  digeftion,  and  cold- 
bathing,  if  not  otherwife  improper. 


Singultus. 
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Singultus,  or  Hiccough. 

iL  HIS  has  been  ranked  among  children’s  dif- 
eafes,  but  it  is,  by  no  means,  a complaint  of 
confequence,  as  it  fometimes  is  in  adults,  though 
it  is,  indeed,  a true  convulfion  j and  may,  there- 
fore, be  noticed  in  this  place.  It  occurs  pretty 
commonly,  indeed,  in  infancy,  but  feldom  re- 
quires much  attention,  as  it  frequently  comes 
on  only  after  over-feeding ; or  in  confequence 
of  the  over  thicknefs,  or  fweetnefs  of  the  food, 
and  is  one  of  their  moil  harmlefs  confequences  ; 
it  offers  another  argument,  however,  for  their 
prohibition.  But  when  it  depends  on  an  acid 
Hate  of  the  juices  of  the  ftomach,  or  occurs  in 
long  bowel  complaints,  it  indicates  a neceffity 
for  having  recourfe  to  the  teftaceous  powders. 
Should  it,  however,  continue  for  a length  of 
time,  the  emplaft.  ladani  may  be  applied  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach. 

The  hiccough  is  an  affedtion  very  incident  alfo 
to  more  advanced  childhood ; but  is  equally 
harmlefs  as  in  infants.  It  is  well  known,  that 
it  may  be  generally  removed  for  the  prefent,  by 
any  little  ciicumltance  that  may  ferve  power- 
fully to  divert  the  child’s  attention  at  the  mo- 
ment, in  a way  of  furprize,  or  otherwife.  And 
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it  may  not  be  amifs  to  attempt  it  whenever  the 
hiccough  may  return,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
influence  of  habit,  by  which  this  affedtion  may 
be  increafed.  Caution  only  fhould  be  had  not 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  violent  means  as  might  oc- 
cafion  any  confiderable  alarm,  which  in  children 
of  an  irritable  habit,  who  are  the  more  com- 
mon fubjedls  of  the  hiccough,  might  induce 
fome  greater  evil  than  the  one  intended  to  be  re- 
moved. A lefs  known,  and  pretty  certain  reme- 
dy, is  a fmall  quantity  of  any  powerful  acid ; 
lemon-juice  generally  anfwers  very  well ; but  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  vinegar  feldom  or  never  fails  in 
the  accidental  hiccough  of  youth,  or  of  very  old 
people. 


Sternutatio,  or  Sneezing. 


IH  IS  has  likewife  been  mentioned  by  fome 
writers  as  a complaint  of  young  children,  for 
which  Rhazes  prefcribes  refrigerants  and  ano- 
dynes ; but  it  is  certainly  not  a common  one, 
and  indeed,  I have  never  met  with  it  in  the 
form  of  a difeafe.  Should  it  fo  occur  however, 
fome  one  of  the  antifpafinodics,  fuch  as  mufk, 
caflor,  or  camphor  may  probably  be  exhibited 
to  advantage. 
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It  may  be  occafioned  by  looking  too  long  a- 
gainft  any  ftrong  light,  as  the  fire,  and  efpecially 
the  fun,  or  other  very  luminous  body.  It  has 
already  been  fpoken  of  as  a well  known  fymptom 
of  the  mealies,  and  of  many  common  colds,  but 
in  neither,  I believe,  requires  any  particular  at- 
tention. It  is  mentioned  here,  only,  becaufe  I 
would  not  pafs  over  a complaint  that  has  at  any 
time  been  ranked  among  the  diforders  of  chil- 
dren. But  knowing  nothing  further  of  it  my- 
felf,  and  having  no  idea  of  its  being  a complaint 
of  much  confequence  in  this  country,  I have 
not  chofen,  under  fuch  circumflances,  to  be  a 
mere  copier  from  others.  If  violent,  however, 
it  may  be  further  worthy  of  attention ; when  in 
conjunction  with  other  caufes,  it  may  lead  to 
the  rupture  of  fome  Email  velfels  of  the  nofe ; 
which  will  be  noticed  in  its  place. 


Dentition,  or  Teething. 


lH  E Complaints  ariling  during  dentition 
may  next  be  confidered,  many  of  the  foregoing 
being  blended  with  it,  the  firfl-palfages  and  the 
nervous  fyftem  being  always  more  or  lefs  affected. 
The  Hate  of  dentition  is  likewife  not  unfre- 
quently  an  occafion  of  many  complaints  after- 
wards to  be  mentioned,  fuch  as  cough,  fever. 
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the  rickets,  and  even  pulmonary  confumption, 
and  marafmus;  under  each  of  which  heads, 
therefore,  occafional  references  will  be  made  to 
what  will  be  advanced  under  this. 

The  time  of  teething  is  a moft  important 
period  of  the  infant  ftate,  and  fubje&s  it  to 
manifold  complaints  and  dangers.  Some  writers, 
indeed,  and  particularly  Dr.  Cadogan,*  and 
Dr.  Armstrong,  feem  to  think  otherwife ; and 
that  teething  is  fcarcely  to  be  ranked  amongft 
the  difeafes  of  infants.  They  have  imagined 
that  children,  if  otherwife  healthy,  would  cut 
their  teeth  with  no  more  danger  than  adults, 
who  often  cut  the  dentes  fapienti^,  fo  called, 
without  any  difficulty,  and  always  without  ha- 
zard : they  likewife  obferve,  that  many  chil- 
dred  get  their  teeth  eafily.  But  this  argument 
muft  fuppofe  the  healthiefl,  and  beft-nurtured 
children  to  be,  in  all  refpe&s,  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances  with  adults,  which  is,  by  no  means 
the  cafe  \ as  they  are  liable  to  fever,  dangerous 
purgings,  and  even  convulfions,  from  caufes  that 
would,  in  no  wife,  affed:  the  latter : nor  can 
they  ftand  under  forpe  of  thofe  complaints  fo 
long  as  adults,  nor  endure  the  neceflary  reme- 
dies. For  the  fame  reafon,  the  meafles  and 

* See  his  EJfay  on  Nurjing,  &c.  and  Arwfrong  on  the  Dif- 

trfes  of  Infants, 
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fmall-pox  carry  off  fuch  numbers  of  infants, 
when  attacked  by  them  a little  more  feverely 
than  common,  whilft  young,  and  healthy  adult 
fubje&s  often  flruggle  through  the  moft  dan- 
gerous and  complicated  kinds,  when  properly 
treated  from  the  beginning.  Not  to  mention, 
that  very  few  infants  who  are  unhappily  affected 
with  lues  venerea,  recover  under  any  treatment, 
whilfl  adults  are  cured  in  the  moft  advanced 
ftages  of  the  complaint,  notwithflanding  fome 
parts  may  be  adtually  mortified.  I have,  there- 
fore, no  doubt,  that  the  time  of  teething  ought 
to  be  ranked  amongft  the  moft  hazardous  to  in- 
fants, and  that  the  greatefl  attention  ought  to  be 
paid  to  it ; though,  it  is  probable  on  the  other 
hand,  that  Dr.  Arbuthnot  over-rates  its  fatali- 
ty, when  he  fays  that  one  child  in  ten  may  be 
fuppofed  to  fink  under  it ; at  lead,  I believe  that 
this  is  not  the  cafe  where  the  fymptoms  are  time- 
ly attended  to. 

Some  late  writers,  and  particularly  Mr.  Le 
Febure  De  Villebrune,  have  conceived 
this  to  be  a mere  difpute  about  words ; but  the 
difference,  indeed,  extends  much  further.  For 
though  I would,  indeed,  by  no  means  affert  den- 
tition itfelf  to  be  a difeafe,  and  have  made  ufe 
of  any  fuch  like  expreflion  merely  in  a popular 
way,  yet  am  I confident  it  induces  difeafe  in  very 
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many  infants  of  every  habit  of  body,  and  more 
efpecially,  however  ftrange  it  may  feem,  in  the 
apparently  healthy  and  robuft.  Indeed,  weak 
and  even  rickety  children  commonly  cut  their 
teeth  eafily,  though  often  very  late ; or  if  they 
fhould  be  harraffed  by  a purging,  and  other 
complaints,  they,  neverthelefs,  efcape  with  their 
lives,  while  very  lufty  ftrong  children  are  fre- 
quently carried  off  fuddenly  at  this  period,  un- 
lefs  the  teeth  happen  to  find  a very  eafy  paffage 
through  the  gums.  The  fyftem,  during  denti- 
tion, being  difpofed  to  inflammation,  fuch  chil- 
dren much  oftener  fall  into  fever  than  the  tender 
and  delicate  5 like  athletic  adults,  who  are  more 
difpofed  to  inflammatory  complaints,  than  thofe 
who  are  of  a colder,  but  lefs  healthy  tempera- 
ment : and  it  is  by  acute  fever,  or  convulfions, 
that  infants  are  carried  off,  who  are  well  known 
to  lurvive  a thoufand  lingering  and  vexatious 
complaints,  if  their  vifcera  are  found.  It  may 
be  here  obferved,  however,  that  convulfions 
more  rarely  take  place  where  a fever  attends. 

There  are  alfo  other  circumftances  that  affedt 
the  procefs  of  dentition,  among  which  the  three 
noticed  by  Hippocrates,  I believe,  are  well- 
founded  : “ That  infants  cut  their  teeth  more 
readily  in  winter  than  in  fummer ; that  fuch  as 
are  rather  inclined  to  be  lean,  cut  them  more 
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eafily  than  thofe  that  are  very  fat ; and  children 
who  are  loofe  in  their  belly  the  mod  fafely  of 
all.”  Rhazes*  and  Primerose  are  of  a dif- 
ferent opinion  in  regard  to  the  fitted  feafon  : 
but  of  the  truth  of  the  laid  of  thefe  obfervations 
there  can  be  no  doubt. 

This  period  ufually  commences  between  the 
fifth  and  tenth  months,  and  the  procefs  of  the 
firft  teething  commonly  continues  to  the  fix- 
teenth  at  the  lead,  and  fometimes  much  longer. 
It  almod  invariably  begins  with  the  incifores  of 
the  lower  jaw.  Ufually  two  of  thefe  are  cut, 
and  then  the  correfponding  ones  in  the  upper 
jaw.  After  two  teeth  in  each  jaw  have  ap- 
peared, it  is  in  fome  indances  a confiderable 
time  before  the  contiguous  ones  come  out ; but 
fometimes,  though  not  often,  fix  or  eight  are  cut 
in  a hady  facceffion.  The  incifores  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  four  molares,  then  the  canini,  and 
the  lad  of  all  of  an  infant’s  fird-teeth,'  their  anta- 
gonids,  or  the  eye-teeth ; making  in  all  fixteen. 
This,  it  is  well  known,  is  the  ordinary  number  of 
children’s  fird-teeth,  as  they  are  called ; but  fome 
infants  cut  four  double-teeth  in  each  jaw,  indead 
of  only  two,  making  the  whole  number  twenty : 

4 , ; i , ' 

* Apud  Sennert  de  Dentit.  in  Trognojl.  Sedt.  5.  Sennertus , 
however,  endeavours  to  reconcile  the  two  opinions,  Sedt.  5. 
pf  the  above  work. 
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and  I have  very  lately  known  an  inftance  of  a child 
cutting  twenty-four  teeth ; and  what  is  remark- 
able, another  infant,  its  near  relation,  appears  to 
be  at  this  time  cutting  a twenty  firft  tooth,  and  if 
really  fo,  will  likewife  have  twenty-four. 

The  above  wonted  order  in  cutting  the  four  in- 
cifores  appears  to  be  owing  to  thofe  of  the  lower 
jaw  being  lefs  deep  in  the  alveolar  procefs,  as  well 
as  thinner  and  fharper  at  their  points,  and  there- 
fore likely  to  force  their  way  before  thofe  in  the 
upper  jaw : accordingly,  at  lead:  one  of  the  in- 
cifores  in  the  former  is  ufually  the  firft  cut.  The 
one  oppofed  thereto  in  the  upper  jaw  fometimes 
appearing  next,  rather  than  the  contiguous  one 
in  the  lower,  feems  to  be  occafioned  by  the  fric- 
tion of  the  prominent  tooth,  againft  that  part  of 
the  upper  jaw  at  which  its  antagonift  is  to  ap- 
pear. This  attrition  repeated  every  time  the  jaw 
doles,  derives  a greater  portion  of  fluids  to  that 
part,  increafing  its  natural  adtion,  and  thereby 
forwarding  the  growth  of  the  tooth  ; while  by 
the  forcible  and  frequent  preftiire  of  the  gums 
and  periofteum  againft  it,  as  foon  as  it  has  made 
its  way  through  the  bone,  its  irruption  is  further 
affifted.  If  the  fucceffion  be  otherwife,  and  a 
fecond  tooth  in  the  lower  jaw  be  cut  before  one 
appears  in  the  upper,  as  for  the  reafon  already 
given  is  more  commonly  the  cafe,  it  is  not  un- 
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frequently  before  many  days ; and  the  two  cor- 
refponding  teeth,  in  that  cafe,  either  follow  in 
two  or  three  weeks,  in  confequence  of  attrition, 
or  elfe  do  not  appear  for  fome  months : but 
whatever  the  period  may  be,  they  generally  come 
forward  before  any  more  teeth  are  cut  in  the 
under  jaw.  It  is  ufually  fome  weeks,  it  has  been 
remarked,  before  the  other  two  front-teeth  in  the 
lower  jaw  are  cut,  and  in  a week  or  two  after- 
wards, if  there  be  no  conftitutional  impediment, 
the  correfponding  ones  in  the  upper  jaw  are 
commonly  pufhed  forward,  and  for  the  reafons 
given  for  the  early  appearance  of  the  antagonifts 
to  the  two  firft  cut  teeth. 

In  children  who  are  ftrong  and  healthy,  this 
procefs  goes  on  pretty  much  as  above  defcribed, 
and  the  teeth  are  cut  both  eafily  and  foon ; but 
in  unhealthy  and  weakly  infants  the  procefs  is 
both  flow  and  uncertain.  Accordingly  children 
fometimes  cut  their  teeth  irregularly,  or  crofs,  as 
it  is  called,  both  by  the  teeth  appearing  firft  in 
the  upper  jaw,  and  alfo  at  a diftance,  inftead  of 
being  contiguous  to  each  other : this  is  account- 
ed, and  with  fome  reafon,  an  indication  of  diffi- 
cult, or  painful  dentition.  It  may  alfo  be  re- 
marked, that  the  eafe  or  difficulty  of  dentition 
may  be  guefled  at,  by  the  circumftances  under 
which  the  two  firft  teeth  fhall  happen  to  be  cut  j 
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the  fucceeding  ones  frequently  making  their  way 
in  a correfpondent  manner. 

Teething  is  ufually  j receded  and  accompanied 
with  various  fymptoms  : the  child  drivels ; the 
gums  fwell,  fpread,  and  become  hot ; there  is 
often  a circumfcribed  rednefs  in  the  cheeks,  and 
eruptions  on  the  (kin,  efpecially  on  the  face  and 
fcaip;  a loofenefs,  gripings;  green,  or  pale  (tools, 
or  of  a leaden-blue  colour,  fometimes  mucous, 
often  thick  and  paftey ; watchings,  flartings  in 
the  deep,  and  fpafms  of  particular  parts ; a di- 
minution or  increafed  fecretion  of  the  urine, 
fometimes  of  a milky  colour,  at  others,  ftaining 
the  cloths  in  patches,  as  if  it  depofited  a brown 
powder;  a difcharge  of  matter,  with  pain  in 
making  water,  (imitating  exactly  a virulent  go- 
norrhoea) which  often  mitigates  the  fever : in 
almoft  all  cafes,  the  child  fhrieks  often,  and 
thrufts  its  fingers  into  its  mouth.  A fymptom 
lefs  common  than  any  of  the  foregoing,  and 
appearing  only  in  certain  habits,  is  a iwelling  of 
the  tops  of  the  feet  and  hands : it  feems,  how- 
ever, to  be  of  no  importance,  and  goes  away  upon 
the  appearance  of  the  teeth.  I never  met  with  it 
but  in  infants  who  cut  them  painfully  ; and  being 
feldom  accompanied  with  a purging,  it  is  likely 
may  (in  its  (lead)  prevent  that  fever  which  is 
otherwife  fo  apt  to  attend.  In  fome  inftances, 
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however,  this  fymptom  has  been  accompanied 
with  confiderable  fever,  but  in  fuch,  children 
have  either  been  coftive,  or  the  ftools  been  fetid 
and  clayey,  and  the  fwelling*  of  the  extremities 
very  confiderable.  I have  likewife,  in  a few  in- 
flances  met  with  a tranfient  palfy  of  the  arms  or 
legs,  which  in  one  infant  recurred  as  often  as 
teeth  were  making  their  way.  The  above-men- 
tioned fymptoms  are  often  followed  by  a cough, 
difficult  breathing,  fits,  fever,  fcrofula,  and  ma- 
rafmus ; and  fometimes  by  hydrocephalus. 

Strong  and  healthy  children,  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  cut  their  teeth  earlier  than  the  weak  and 
tender,  but  are  more  fubjedt  to  fever.  I have 
known  a weak  and  rickety  child,  without  a tooth 
at  twenty-two  months  old,*  though  it  lived  to 
grow  up ; but  at  the  age  of  five  years  became 
fcrofulous.  The  fadl,  I believe,  is,  that  the  ex- 
tremes of  high  health  and  of  debility  are  both 
dangerous ; the  one  being  expofed  to  acute  fever, 
or  convulfions,  the  other  to  a llow  hedtic  and 
marafmus.  Therefore  air,  exercife,  wholefome 
food,  an  open  belly,  and  every  thing  that  has  a 
tendency  to  promote  general  health,  and  to 
guard  againft  fever,  will  greatly  contribute  to 

* Primerose  fpeaks  of  it  being  as  late  as  the  third,  or 
even  fourth  year. 
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the  fafety  of  dentition,  and  to  children  paffing 
quickly  through  this  hazardous  period. 

Difficult  teething  is  to  be  treated  nearly  as 
other  acute  difeafes  with  local  inflammation.  If 
the  body  is  at  all  bound,  fome  opening  me- 
dicine fliould  be  adminiflered,  and  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  even  a confiderable  degree  of 
loofenefs  is  ufeful.  Diluting  drinks  are  like- 
wife  very  neceffary,  efpecially  if  the  child  does 
not  fuck  i alfo  a light  food,  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  taken  frequently.  If  much  fever  attends, 
the  lofs  of  a little  blood,  in  fome  way,  will  be 
neceffary ; though  children  do  not  endure  bleed- 
ing fo  well  as  they  do  other  evacuations.  If 
the  propriety  of  bleeding  with  the  lancet  be 
doubted,  a leech  or  two,  as  Harris  advifes, 
may  be  applied  behind  the  ears,  and  is  gene- 
rally ferviceable.  Clyfters  are  alfo  very  ufeful, 
efpecially  if  there  be  retention  of  urine,  which 
will  likewife  call  for  the  ufe  of  the  warm-bath. 
Gentle  diaphoretics  are  alfo  ferviceable,  particu- 
larly vinum  antimonii,  or  the  antiinonium  tarta- 
rifatum,  which  befides  opening  the  belly,  often 
operate  in  this  way : a blifter  fhould  likewife 
be  applied  between  the  fhoulders,  efpecially  if 
there  be  any  difpofition  to  fits.  And,  indeed, 
if  ftools  do  not  afford  fome  confiderable  relief, 
there  fhould  generally  be  fome  difeharge  from 
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the  fkin ; fince  a purging,  and  eruptions  on  the 
Ikin,  when  fpontaneous,  are  the  grand- means  of 
eafy  dentition.  A little  difcharge  fhould,  there- 
fore be  kept  up  behind  the  ears,  by  rubbing  the 
parts  with  Spanifh  flies,  applying  a thread  as 
before  dire&ed,  or  putting  on  a fmall  blifter, 
which  may  be  kept  open.  A Burgundy  pitch 
plaifter  laid  on  the  back  will  fometimes  fuflice, 
which  fhould  be  renewed  every  ten  days,  till  the 
fymptoms  difappear,  or  the  teeth  come  into  fight. 
Even  before  this  period,  flight  fcarifications  of  the 
gums  are  very  ufeful,  by  taking  off  the  tenfion  $ 
or  if  the  teeth  are  at  all  to  be  felt,  lancing  them. 

I lhall  clofe  what  I have  to  offer  on  the  gene- 
ral plan  of  treatment,  by  obferving,  that  the 
indications  certainly  are  to  aflift  the  irruption 
of  the  teeth,  and  to  moderate  the  inflammatory 
and  other  fymptoms;  which  mud  be  treated 
according  to  their  kind : all  parts  of  the  body 
readily  confenting  with  the  gums  at  the  time  of 
teething,  but  the  nerves,  the  bowels,  and  lungs, 
more  particularly  and  importantly  than  the  reft. 
It  has  been  obferved,  that  a purging  is  beneficial, 
and  it  is,  indeed,  furprifing  how  confiderable 
a diarrhoea  children  will  (land  on  this  occafion,  and 
how  very  bad  the  ftools  will  often  be  for  many 
weeks  together,  and  a child  happily  ftruggle 
through  ; though  at  another  time,  an  equal  de- 
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gree  of  purging,  with  fuch  bad  (tools,  and  con- 
flant  fever,  would  prove  infallibly  fatal.  The  di- 
arrhoea is  therefore,  not  only  to  be  cautioufly 
treated  according  to  the  directions  already  given 
under  the  article  of  purging,  but  is  oftentimes 
rather  to  be  encouraged  than  fuppreffed.  Very 
pale  (tools  have  been  faid  to  be  not  uncommon 
at  this  time,  and  are  fometimes  in  vaft  quantity  : 

I have  known  an  infant  have  fifty  in  one  night, 
at  leaft  by  the  account  of  a careful  and  difcreet 
nurfery-maid ; and  from  the  quantity  of  feces 
that  I faw  the  next  morning,  1 had  no  reafon  to 
difpute  it. 

For  the  fever  of  dentition,  befides  bleeding, 
the  abforbent  powders  are  eminently  ufeful, 
and  are,  in  various  refpeCts,  calculated  to  afford 
relief.  To  thefe,  fometimes  a grain  or  two 
of  Dr.  James’s  powder  may  be  added  at  bed- 
time. Nitre  is  very  often  ufeful,  joined  with 
the  teftaceous  powders,  or  the  pulvis  e contray- 
erva  comp.  Sydenham  directs  the  compound  • 
fpirit  of  ammonia  in  a fpoonful  of  , water  every 
four  hours,  for  four  or  five  times,  and  I have 
thought  it  very  ferviceable  after  proper  evacua- 
tions. Nor  is  a drop  or  two  of  laudanum  to  be 
feared,  if  the  bowels  have  been  previoufly 
opened,  the  pain  be  very  great,  and  the  breathing 
not  difficult. 
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A free  difcharge  from  the  bowels,  however, 
mud  above  all  be  preferved,  when  children  cut 
their  teeth  with  fever.  The  date  of  their 
gums  mud  alfo  be  carefully  attended  to,  or 
their  fevers  will  be  midaken,  and  attributed  to 
cold,  or  other  caufes,  when  the  fource  of  irrita- 
tion is  wholly  in  the  gums. 

The  lungs,  it  has  been  faid,  is  one  of  thofe 
parts  on  which  the  irritation  from  teething  is  apt 
to  fall,  and  when  fixed  there,  the  fymptoms 
bear  an  alarming  afpe<d.  A precife  acquain- 
tance with  their  true  caufe  is  therefore  of  the 
greated  importance ; or  for  the  want  of  it 
an  unfuccefsful  plan  of  cure  will  be  adopted.  I 
fpeak  this  from  much  experience,  having  known 
good  phyficians  overlook  the  true  caufe  of  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms ; efpecially  when  chil- 
dren have  cut  the  ufual  number  of  fird-teeth. 

In  fuch  cafes,  I have  met  with  the  mod 
alarming  peripneumonic  fymptoms ; forenefs  of 
the  ched,  cough,  and  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, with  lofs  of  appetite,  continual  fever,  and 
the  appearance  of  general  decay.  In  this  date, 
purging  the  bowels,  and  properly  lancing  all 
thefufpedted  teeth,  has  given  immediate  relief; 
and  by  keeping  up  the  purging  for  three  or  four 
days,  every  threatening  fymptom  has  fo  through- 
ly fubfided,  that  in  a fortnight’s  time,  a child  ex- 
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peCted  from  day  to  day  to  die  of  inflammation* 
or  fall  into  marafmus,  has  been  redored  to  its 
former  health  and  fpirits. 

A principal  indication,  it  has  been  faid,  is  to 
affid  the  eruption  of  the  teeth.  This  is  at- 
tempted by  cooling,  fedative,  and  demulcent 
applications  made  to  the  gums  ; by  rubbing 
them  with  fome  hard  polifhed  body,  fuch  as  the 
coral,  or  by  dividing  them  with  the  lancet: 
which  lad  is  the  only  means  to  be  depended  up- 
on. Rubbing  the  gums,  however,  I apprehend, 
not  only  fomewhat  appeafes  pain,  as  adults 
fometimes  experience  in  the  common  tooth-ach, 
but  it  alfo  forwards  the  growth  of  the  teeth,  by 
drawing  more  nourifhment  to  them ; as  well  as 
affids  their  irruption,  by  preffing  the  gum  and 
periodeum  firmly  againd  their  points.  Suitable 
application  on  this  occafion  may  be,  either  mel. 
com.  or  fyr.  papaver.  albi ; or  the  honey  m&y  be 
lightly  acidulated  with  the  acid,  vitriolic  dilut. 
Befides  the  coral,  a crud  of  bread,  or  a piece  of 
liquorice-root  may  be  often  carried  to  the  mouth, 
and  may  fometimes  be  preferable,  as  they  will 
yield  a little  to  the  predure  of  the  gums. 

Thefe  means,  neverthelefs,  and  efpecially  the 
coral,  have  been  objected  to  by  fome  modern  re- 
finers ; but  the  objections  are  certainly  ground  - 
lefs,  as  in  giving  this  direction  we  are  only  fol- 
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lowing  nature.  For  the  young  of  all  animals 
who  fuck  as  foon  as  the  teeth  begin  to  flioot  are 
always  ftrongly  inclined  to  gnaw  fuch  things 
as  afford  a little  refinance.  This  may  be  every 
day  obferved  in  domeftic  animals ; to  prevent 
which  in  puppies,  recourfe  is  had  to  a ridiculous 
operation  of  worming,  as  it  is  called,  which  ren- 
dering the  mouth  a little  fore,  may  prevent  them 
for  a time  from  gnawing  every  thing  that  comes 
in  their  way : and  if  their  gums  become  eafy,  or 
teeth  are  cut  the  meanwhile,  they  have  no  lon- 
ger any  defire  for  it,  but  what  arifes  from  the 
playfulnefs  of  youth. 

When  it  is  found  neceffary  to  lance  the  gums, 
(which  is  ever,  at  leaft,  a fafe  operation,)  it 
fhould  be  always  done  effectually,  with  a pro- 
per gum* lancet ; that  both  the  gum,  and  the 
ftrong  membrane  that  covers  the  teeth  may  be 
fufficiently  divided.  The  lancet  fhould  always 
be  carried  quite  down  to  them,  and  even  drawn 
acrofs  the  double  teeth.  It  is  certain,  that  this 
little  operation  gives  fcarcely  any  pain,  and  the 
relief  is  at  the  fame  time  often  fo  confiderable 
that  the  child  appears  exceedingly  pleafed  with 
it,  and  will  immediately  afterwards  fqueeze  the 
jaws  and  grind  them  together  forcibly ; which 
proves  that  the  gums  are  not  very  fenfible. 
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The  moft  painful  part  of  dentition,  and  that 
in  which  children  are  moft  expofed  to  convul- 
fions,  is  ufually  from  the  teeth  cutting  through 
the  periofteum.  This,  I apprehend,  in  difficult 
dentition  is  often  not  cut  through,  but  is  forced 
up  before  the  teeth,  when  they  are  even  in  fight 
under  the  thin  gum ; hence  it  is,  that  cutting 
through  the  gum  is  fo  very  often  ufeful,  and 
takes  off  fever  and  convulfions,  which  fevere 
fymptoms  could  not  arife  merely  from  teeth 
piercing  the  gum,  which  it  has  been  faid  is  not 
a very  fenfible  part.  At  other  times,  the  pain 
and  fever  feem  to  arife  from  almoft  the  very  firft 
fhooting  of  the  teeth  within  the  jaw,  and  then 
they  will  very  often  not  appear  for  fome  weeks 
after  the  gums  have  been  properly  lanced  ; and 
parents  are  therefore  apt  to  conclude,  the  lanc- 
ing has  been  unneceffary,  if  not  improper.  I 
am,  however,  convinced  from  experience,  that 
this  little  operation,  though  not  in  the  general 
efteem  it  ought  to  be,  (and  by  the  French  phy- 
ficians  perfedtly  dreaded  even  in  this  day),*  is 
often  inexpreffibly  ufeful,  and  appears  to  have 
faved  many  lives,  after  the  moft  dangerous 
fymptoms  had  taken  place,  and  every  other 
mean  of  cure  had  been  made  ufe  of.  The  mere 
bleeding  from  the  gums  is  capable  of  affording 


* See  Lieutaud, 
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fome  relief,  as  it  is  frequently  found  to  do  in 
adult  perfons  diflrelfed  with  the  tooth-ach.  And 
I cannot  here  forbear  expreffing  my  furprize  at 
the  fears  fome  people  entertain  of  lancing  the 
gums,  and  their  delaying  it  fo  long,  if  not  al- 
together rejecting  it,  though  no  evil  can  poflibly 
arife  from  the  operation.  On  the  other  hand, 
its  advantages  are  fo  great,  that  whenever  con- 
vulfions take  place  about  the  ufual  period  of 
dentition,  recourfe  ought  always  to  be  had  to  it, 
after  an  unfuccefsful  ufe  of  other  means,  though 
by  an  examination  of  the  gums  there  may  be 
no  certain  evidence  of  the  convulfions  being 
owing  to  fuch  caufe ; the  irritation  from  teeth- 
ing, it  has  been  remarked,  fometimes  taking 
place  in  a very  early  ftage  of  the  bufinefs.  At 
any  rate,  (it  is  repeated)  the  operation  can  do  no 
harm,  even  at  any  period,  and  fhould  the  (hoot- 
ing of  teeth  be  only  an  aggravation  to  the  true 
caufe  of  the  difeafe,  lancing  the  gums  mull  be 
attended  with  advantage.  But  fhould  teething 
be  the  proper  and  foie  caufe,  it  is  evident  how 
fruitlefs  any  other  mean  of  relief  mull  frequently 
be : for  fhould  convulfions,  for  inflance,  take 
place  from  a thorn  run  into  the  finger,  or  toe, 
the  proper  indication  of  cure,  by  an  immediate 
extra&ion  of  the  thorn,  and  the  probable  futi- 
lity of  other  means,  would  be  equally  obvious. 

VOL.  I.  P 
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The  operation  may  alfo  be  fafely  repeated,* 
the  fears  doing  no  kind  of  harm.  This,  how- 
ever contrary  to  popular  prejudice,  may  be  very 
evident,  not  only  from  the  fad:  of  infants  cutting 
their  firft  teeth  very  eafily  fome  weeks  after  being 
lanced,  but  alfo  from  the  circumftances  under 
which  the  fecond  teeth  are  often  cut.  At  this 
period,  children  from  their  more  advanced  age, 
and  decreafed  irritability,  are  lefs  fubjed:  to  fever, 
and  evidently  appear  to  fuffer  far  lefs  pain,  than 
in  the  firft  teething,  though  the  fecond  teeth 
often  have  to  make  their  way  through  much 
more  confiderable  fears  than  have  been  made  by 
a lancet,  from  the  gums  having  been  lanced  pre- 
maturely. This  fad:  is  likewife  eftablifhed  from 
the  many  inftances  in  which  dentifts  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  draw  out  the  firft  teeth  long  be- 
fore the  fecond  are  prepared  to  take  their  place. -p 
The  objediiori  to  lancing  the  gums  from  any  ap- 
prehenfion  arifing  from  the  fears,  is,  therefore, 
altogether  ill-founded ; and  indeed,  it  will  be 

* See  page  154. 

f This  practice  is,  by  no  means,  adduced  in  a way  of  ap- 
probation, but  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  inference  drawn 
from  the  fatt ; the  writer  being  perfuaded,  that  the  fucceed- 
ing  teeth  are  thereby  frequently  ill-placed,  by  one  tooth  ap- 
pearing long  before  others,  and  growing  fo  large  as  not  to 
allow  proper  (pace  for  the  reft. 
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frequently  neceflfary  to  lance  the  gums  feveral 
times,  as  before  remarked,  efpecially  on  account 
of  the  extraordinary  difficulty  with  which  fome 
infants  cut  their  double  teeth,  which  are  furnifh- 
ed  with  two  or  more  knobs,  or  points.  Purg- 
ing, fever,  and  even  convullions  will  fometimes 
arife  from  only  one  point  of  a large  tooth  offend- 
' ing  the  periofteum  * that  covers  it;  and  being 
nearer  the  furface,  than  the  other  points,  the 
lancet  may  fometimes  not  completely  divide  the 
membrane  that  lies  over  the  reft,  (or  it  is  after- 
wards healed  ;)  and  this  part  not  being  injured 
by  the  tooth,  the  fymptoms  fubfide  on  having 
divided  that  portion  of  membrane  that  was  in- 
flamed. But  in  a little  time,  another  point  of 
the  fame  tooth  is  found  to  irritate  the  periof- 
teum, and  calls  for  the  like  affiftance  of  the  lan- 
cet, which  again  removes  all  the  complaints. 
This,  at  leaft,  I have  conceived  to  be  the  pro- 
cefs,  when  I have  found  lancing  a large  tooth 
immediately  remove  every  terrible  fymptom, 
though  the  fever  and  other  complaints  have  re- 
turned, and  the  wffioleof  the  tooth  not  appeared 
till  the  operation  has  been  three  or  four  times 
repeated.  I have  feen  the  like  good  eftedt  from 
it,  when  children  have  been  cutting  a number 
of  teeth  in  fucceflion,  and  have  bred  them  all 
with  convulfions.  Nothing  having  relieved  or 
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prevented  thefe  terrible  fymptoms  but  lancing 
the  gums,  which  has  removed  them  every  time 
it  has  been  done,  one  or  more  teeth  appearing 
a day  or  two  after  each  operation.* — In  fuch 
cafes,  it  has  been  faid,  it  will  often  be  proper  to 
draw  the  lancet  along  a great  part  of  one,  or 
even  both  the  jaws,  inftead  of  over  only  one  or 
two  teeth. 

Some  writers,  however,  and  Dr.  Millar 
particularly,  have  advifed  not  to  cut  quite  down 
to  the  teeth,  but  only  to  fcarify  the  gums,  un- 
lefs  the  teeth  are  very  near.  He  fufpe&s  that 
the  inftrument  often  injures  them,  and  produces 
caries,  which  he  thinks  will  be  communicated 
to  the  fucceeding  fet  of  teeth.  But  this  is 
mere  theory,  and  I apprehend  arifes  for  want  of 
duly  attending  to  the  (late  of  the  teeth,  which 
are  perfect  bone,  and  covered  with  a ftrong 
enamel,  long  before  they  get  through  the  gums. 
The  manner  of  the  fecond  teething  of  children 
likewife  forbids  fuch  a fear ; for  though  the  firfl 
fet,  (which  are  defigned  by  nature  to  be  only  of 
fhort  duration)  fhould  adlually  be  injured  by 
the  lancet,  the  fucceeding  ones  are  not  at  all 
likely  to  be  affedted  by  the  carious  Hate  of  the 

* Precifely  fimilar  remarks  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Hun- 
tir.  See  his  P 'radical  Treatifc  on  the  Difeafcs  of  T<etb, 
page  1 2 1. 
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former.  For  the  firft  teeth  of  infants  conftantly 
become  carious  at  the  roots,  and  are  loofened 
and  expelled  by  that  means,  when  left  to  nature 
alone ; and  though  the  upper  parts  of  the  new 
teeth  are  in  contact  with  the  carious  bottoms  of 
the  firft  fet,  they  never  fuffer  from  this  circum- 
ftance.  I have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this  head, 
becaufe  writers  are  not  agreed  on  the  fubjetft, 
and  it  is  a matter  oftentimes  of  no  imall  impor- 
tance. I have,  however,  written  from  expe- 
rience, and  am  perfectly  fatisfied  of  the  propriety 
and  fafety  of  what  I have  ventured  to  recom- 
mend. 

It  fliould  be  a pretty  general  rule  during  the 
time  of  teething,  to  abate  a little  of  the  ufual 
quantity  of  the  food,  and  to  increafe  the  quan- 
tity of  drink,  unlefs  the  child  is  very  weakly, 
or  every  thing  is  going  on  perfectly  well : or  if 
the  child  be  at  the  breaft,  a fimilar  regard  ought 
to  be  paid  to  the  diet  of  the  nurfe. 

Children  will  fometimes  have  ulcerated  gums 
in  teething,  and  more  frequently  where  they 
have  not  been  lanced  ; which  are  eafily  cured  by 
keeping  the  body  open,  and  touching  them  with 
aftringent  applications.  As  much  white  vitriol, 
or  roch  alum  as  will  give  a moderate  roughnefs 
to  a little  honey  is  ufually  fufficient  for  this  pur- 
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pofe.  But  Should  this  fail  in  any  cafe,  it  muft 
be  treated  as  directed  under  the  head  of  Canker. 
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Though  fome  writers  have  fuppofed  in- 
fants to  be  as  liable  to  Fevers,  as  adults,  and 
from  the  fame  caufes,  I have,  by  no  means, 
found  it  fo , having  obferved  for  many  years,  as 
well  in  the  hofpital,  as  in  private  pra&ice*  that 
infants  do  not  readily  take  common  fevers, 
though  expofed  for  a longtime  to  that  contagion 
which  has  appeared  to  affech  adults  around 
them.*  Their  fevers  are  alfo  of  a Short  duration 
if  properly  treated,  unlefs  the  few  that  arile  from 
fome  more  permanent  irritating  caufe. 

Young  children,  however,  ^re  difpofed  to 
certain  febrile  complaints,  and  to  fome  pecu- 
liar to  themfelves ; which,  as  this  work  is  now 
considerably  enlarged,  with  the  defign  of  em- 
bracing all  their  complaints,  I Shall  bellow  fome 
pains  in  fpecifying,  as  well  as  pointing  out  the 
treatment  moll  adapted  to  each. 


* Every  phyfician  attending  lying-in-hofpitals,  muft  not 
only  have  known  many  infants  Suckled,  without  injury, 
through  the  whole  ftage  of  bad  fevers  from  which  mothers 
have  recovered,  but  alfo,  in  other  inftances,  fucking  gree- 
dily within  an  hour  or  two  of  their  mothers  death. 
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The  more  frequent  Caufes  of  fever,  are  teeth- 
ing, foul  bowels,  worms,  glandular  difeafes, 
fome  eruptive  and  very  contagious  complaint,  or 
taking  cold  ; and  are  often  attended  with  fyinp- 
toms  peculiar  to  children.  If  from  the  laft 
mentioned  caufe,  and  the  cold  be  fevere,  it  will 
always  be  attended  with  a cough,  and  hoarfe- 
nefs,  - and  fome  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  often 
with  running  at  the  nofe  or  eyes,  which  will  dif- 
tinguilh  the  fever  from  all  others,  except  it  be 
the  mealies ; which  wall  be  attended  likewife 
with  violent  fneezing,  and  a peculiar  appear- 
ance of  the  eyes  not  often  met  with  in  a com- 
mon cold. 

If  a fever  from  cold  be  confiderable,  the 
cough  violent,  and  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
very  great,  a blifher  will  always  be  fafe  and  ex- 
pedient, and  may  be  applied  at  the  pit  of  the 
llomach  inftead  of  the  back,  as  being  both  lefs 
painful  under  any  motion  of  the  body,  and  more 
readily  got  at  to  be  dreffed,  or  for  the  appli- 
cation of  frefh  cloths,  where  the  difcharge  hap- 
pens to  be  confiderable.  But  if  the  fever  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  fhould  not  be  very  much 
abated  by  the  blifter,  children,  though  unthin 
the  twelvemonth,  will  bear  and  even  be  greatly 
benefited  by  the  lofs  of  a little  blood,*  and  if 

# In  rmttendo  fanguine,  non  tarn  annos  medicus  numerare, 
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not  by  the  lancet,  at  lead  by  the  application  of 
two  or  three  leeches,  as  I have  frequently  feen ; 
and  I mention  this  again,  becaufe  it  has  been 
thought  fo  highly  improper  for  infants.  But  I 
can  venture  to  fay,  they  will  be  much  lefs  re- 
duced by  it,  than  by  the  continuance  of  the 
fever,  which  the  lofs  of  a little  blood  will,  in 
many  cafes,  fhorterj  by  two  or  three  days : it  is 
alfo  fometimes  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  in  per- 
ipneumonic  cafes,  in  which  it  may  even  be  re- 
peated with  fafety  and  advantage*.  Indeed,  in 
fome  inftances  the  only  mean  of  faving  an  in- 
fant’s life,  is  taking  away  at  once  a fufficient 
quantity  of  blood,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
peripneumonic  fymptoms.  And  this  becomes 
the  more  expedient,  from  the  conf  deration  that 
not  only  inflammation,  but  true  tubercles  of  the 
lungs  are  formed  at  a very  early  age  j having 

quam  vires  asgrotantis  aeftimare  debit.  Celsus.  Lib.  ii. 
cap.  io.  p.  78. 

Galen  indeed  forbad  bleeding  till  after  fourteen  years  of 
age,  but  fince  the  time  of  Celsus,  that  abfurd  idea  hag 
been  exploded.  Rhazes  permitted  cupping  after  three  01 
four  months;  Avicenna  at  a year  old. — Some  allowed  of 
bleeding  in  the.  feet  or  legs,  though  not  in  the  upper  parts ; 
but  this  ufeful  operation  is  now  juftly  unconfined,  and  ex- 
tended, occafionally,  to  every  period. 

* Multa  in  praecipiti  periculo  rede  fiunt,  ali^s  amittenda. 
JJt  Lib.  lit.  cap.  18. p.  1^0. 
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my  felt  feenthem,  after  death,  as  will  be  further 
noticed  on  the  mefenteric  fever.  Oily  medi- 
cines, likewife,  made  into  a neat  emulfion,  are 
often  ufeful,  efpecially  if  the  child  be  not  fuck- 
led  ; but  they  thould  be  preceded  by  an  emetic 
of  wine  of  antimony,  as  there  is  ufually  much 
phlegm  on  the  ftomach ; children  never  cough- 
ing it  up.  In  many  cafes  it  is  alfo  neceffary  to 
repeat  the  emetic,  as  often  as  the  phlegm  in  the 
throat  is  colle&ed  in  fuch  a quantity  as  feems  to 
impede  refpiration.  But  if  the  cough  be  dry  or 
convulfive,  Bates’s  fpirit.  fal,  ammoniaci  fuc- 
cinat.  may  be  fafely  and  ufefully  adminiflered, 
if  there  be  not  much  fever.-  The  body  at  the 
fame  time  fhould  be  kept  perfeftly  open,  and 
this  purpofe  is  ufually  well  anfwered  by  fmaller 
dofes  of  wine  of  antimony,  or  of  Dr.  James’s 
powder ; but  if  they  fhould  fail  to  procure  (tools, 
as  they  fometimes  will,  where  there  is  much 
fever  they  rather  do  harm  than  good,  unlefs  a 
little  manna,  or  rhubarb  be  joined  with  them. 

Though  the  feverer  treatment  above-mention- 
ed is  indifpenfable  when  the  cough,  difficulty  of 
breathing,  and  degree  of  fever  are  confiderable ; 
it  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  I have  known 
children  of  two  or  three  years  old  feized  with  a 
fudden  difficulty  of  breathing  in  coughs  arifing 
from  common  colds,  where  the  fever  has  not 
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been  proportionate  to  the  other  fymptoms.  In 
fuch  cafes,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  may  arife 
from  bile  on  the  ftomach,  and  it  may  therefore 
be  prudent  previoully  to  bleeding  and  a blifler, 
to  give  a fmall  dofe  of  James’s  powder,  which 
will  pretty  certainly  act  as  a vomit,  if  our  fufpi- 
cion  has  been  juft ; and  will  remove  that  threat- 
ening fymptom  very  foon. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  remind  the  reader, 
that  preparations  of  antimony  are  very  powerful 
medicines,  and  not  to  be  prefcribed  indifcrimi- 
nately  as  they  fometimes  are  by  thofe  who  are,  in 
no  wife,  competent  judges  ;*  and  againft  which 
pra&itioners  will  do  well  in  offering  a caution  in 
the  nurfery.  But  where  fuch  medicines  are 
found  to  agree,  and  keep  the  belly  open,  chil- 
dren frequently  Hand  in  need  of  no  other ; 
though  where  the  fever  has  been  very  confidera- 
ble,  I have  given  nitre  to  advantage  to  infants 
of  only  a few  months  old.  In  the  little  fevers 
arifing  from  taking  cold,  to  which  fome  children 
are  very  liable,  I often  join  it  with  Dr.  James’s 
powder,  and  a few  grains  of  the  compound 
powder  of  contrayerva,  lowered  with  teftacea; 
which  I find  to  be  a medicine  exceedingly  ufeful, 

* A nurfe  very  lately  propofed  giving  half  a grain  of  tar- 
tarifed  antimony  to  an  infant  of  a few  days  old. 
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when  given  in  time. — If  the  head  is  much  af- 
fefted,  putting  the  feet  into  warm  water,  or 
applying  a milt  to  them  juft  taken  from  the  ani-- 
mal,  are  admirable  remedies;  and  I think  have 
fometimes  faved  a life  after  all  hope  had  been 
given  up.  Or  a little  frefh  leaven,  or  dough, 
as  advifed  by  Mr.  Le  Febure  de  Villebrune , may 
be  fpread  thinly  over  the  foies  of  the  feet.  If 
the  fever  be  accompanied  with  much  cough, 
and  attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  which 
comes  on  by  fits,  both  may  be  greatly  relieved 
by  the  compound  fpirit  of  vitriolic  ether,  given 
three  or  four  times  a day. 

If  the  fever  be  not  owing  to  taking  cold,  to 
worms,  teething,  or  fome  eruptive  complaint,  it 
will  generally  be  found  to  arife  from  fome  foul- 
nefs  in  the  firft-pafiages,  in  which  cafe,  opening 
the  belly,  and  afterwards  giving  an  emetic,  and 
the  teftaceous  powders,  ufually  remove  it.  On 
this  account,  great  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to 
the  ftate  of  the  bowels,  and  not  only  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  ftools,  but  their  kind.  This 
lhould  be  a maxim  with  all  thole  who  have  the 
fuperintendance  of  children,  efpecially  infants, 
under  whatever  complaints  they  may  labour ; as 
a principal  indication  muft  be  taken  from  the 
ftate  of  their  bowels.  In  the  prefent  inftance, 
if  a laxative  and  emetic  have  not  removed  the 
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fever,  opening  medicines  mud  be  continued  a 
while  longer,  efpecially  cador-oil ; but  if  the 
ftools  are  very  fetid,  the  pul  vis  e fcammonio  cum 
calomel,  or  fmall  doles  of  calomel  alone,  are  the 
fitted  purge.  I have  known  not  only  convul- 
fions,  dilated  pupils,  and  drowlinefs,  but  alfo 
paralytic  affedtions,  attended  with  great  pain  and 
continual  fever,  induced  merely  by  a foul  date 
of  the  bowels ; where,  after  the  complaint  had 
been  unfuccefsfully  treated  as  a fever  of  another 
kind,  all  the  fymptoms  have  been  removed  at 
once  by  an  adtive  purge.  Even  infants  of  only 
three  or  four  months  old  will  often  have  very 
conliderable  fever,  and  fits,  with  fo  codive  a 
date  of  the  bowels  as  to  require  drong  purgative 
medicines  to  be  repeated  for  feveral  fucceflive 
days,  with  clyders  and  the  warm-bath,  before 
the  obdrudlion  can  be  removed,  or  the  fever 
will  at  all  abate.  And  I doubt  not,  it  may  be 
matter  of  furprife  to  thofe  who  may  not  fre- 
quently have  met  with  luch  cafes,  to  find  how 
great  a quantity  of  purging  medicines  have  been 
taken  by  a tender  infant  before  one  proper  dool 
could  be  procured,*  and  how  certainly  a relapfe 
will  take  place,  if  the  opening  plan  be  not  per- 
fevered  in,  in  the  manner  recommended.— -In 


* See  pages  23,  24. 
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lefs  urgent  cafes,  and  efpecially  in  very  young 
fubje&s,  much  gentler  means  will  ufually  fuc- 
ceed,  and  after  the  belly  has  been  once  or  more 
well  opened,  many  common  fevers  will  nearly 
fublide;  after  which,  it  will  frequently  be  proper 
to  return  to  the  teftaceous  powders,  in  one  form 
or  other.  Thefe  will  compofe  an  admirable  me- 
dicine for  very  young  children,  as  well  under  little 
fevers,  as  for  almoft  all  their  complaints  not  at- 
tended with  coftivenefs.  This,  the  judicious 
Harris  was  fo  fenfible  of,  that  he  thinks  them 
alone  fufficient  to  effedt  almoft  every  thing  during 
the  infant  Bate,  and  has  done  unfpeakable  fervice 
by  abolifhing  that  indifcriminate  recourfe  to  cor- 
dial, and  other  heating  and  rough  medicines, 
luch  as  mercury,  aurum  fulminans,  theriaca,  &c. 
together  with  various  anile  and  fuperftitious  re- 
medies, which  the  ancient  writers  frequently  re- 
commended on  occafions  peculiarly  improper. 
And  though  abforbents  will  not  do  every  thing 
he  has  imagined,  yet  there  are  very  few  medi- 
cines of  fuch  general  ufe.  But  fliould  the  fever 
withftand  thefe  common  remedies,  or  be  found 
to  increafe,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  give  fome  of 
thofe  before  recommended,  or  what  is  often  very 
ufeful,  little  draughts  of  fuccus  limon.  and  kali 
ppt.  in  which  the  latter  is  left  a little  predo- 
minant ; or  a few  drops  of  the  fpirit.  ammonise 
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comp,  four  or  five  times  a day,  as  recommended 
for  the  fever  of  dentition. 

In  many  little  fevers  of  infants,  where  the 
caufe  has  not  been  fo  obvious  as  it  commonly  is, 
I have  experienced  very  good  effects  from  perfe- 
vering  in  the  ufe  of  fmall  dofes  of  the  vinum 
antimonii,  given  in  a faline  draught ; this  medi- 
cine fometimes  adding  as  an  emetic  or  purge, 
and  at  others,  as  a flimulant  and  diaphoretic, 
pofTeffes  peculiar  advantages.  But  the  manner 
in  which  this  medicine  is  directed  to  be  prepared 
in  the  new  pharmacopoeia,  under  the  title  of 
vinum  antimonii  tartarifati,  renders  it  exceed- 
ingly  preferable  to  the  common  antimonial  wine  ; 
and  may  be  frequently  given  in  the  place  of  the 
pulvis  antimonialis,  in  the  dofe  of  five  or  fix 
drops,  to  a young  infant ; or  in  the  dofe  of  three 
drops,  inftead  of  five  of  the  old  antimonial  wine. 
It  will  be  neceffary,  however,  as  noticed  on  a 
former  occafion,  that  the  bowels  be  fomewife 
kept  open  under  the  ufe  of  this,  and  of  every 
preparation  of  antimony. 

There  is  a fever  to  which  children  long  after 
the  time  of  teething  are  liable,  that  is  of  no 
marked  type,  and  turns  out  to  be  owing  to  foul- 
nefs  of  the  primse  vise  ; but  rather  from  the 
acrid  fecretions  from  the  liver,  or  other  glands, 
than  from  a colledtion  of  feces,  or  a coilive  habit. 
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and  is  more  remarkable  for  the  great  pain  in  the 
bowels  than  for  any  other  fymptom. 

It  commences  like  other  little  fevers  in  chil- 
dren, and  is  of  uncertain  duration.  The  pulfe 
is  oftentimes  exceedingly  quick,  the  breathing 
bad  ; the  tongue  dry  and  brown ; with  a cough, 
more  or  lefs  violent,  throughout  the  complaint. 
On  this  account,  it  is  in  the  beginning  often 
fufpe&ed  to  be  owing  to  taking  cold  ; but  the 
caufe,  I believe,  is  always  in  the  (Irft-paffages. 

Though  procuring  (tools  freely  for  feveral  days 
is  found  to  abate  the  fever,  yet  the  child  is  at  no 
time  entirely  free  from  it ; though  it  frequently 
remits. 

The  (tools,  which  at  firft  are  very  fetid,  in  a 
little  time  become  very  numerous,  mixed  with  a 
great  quantity  of  (limy  matter,  and  are  attended, 
or  followed,  by  very  great  pain.  This  has  fome- 
times  difcouraged  pra6titioners  from  further 
purging  ; but  where  no  other  fource  of  fever 
is  difcovered,  and  cooling  and  antimonial  medi- 
cines are  found  to  afford  no  effential  relief,  the 
exhibition  of  repeated  purges  has  proved  the 
fureft  remedy. 

To  this  end,  two  or  three  grains  of  calomel, 
taken  every  night,  and  infus.  fennse  the  next 
morning,  has  feemed  to  have  the  bed  effect,  in 
the  earlieft  (tage  of  the  diforder;  but  after  the 
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fevere  pain  and  flimy  ftools  have  taken  place, 
cuftor-oil  may  be  fubftituted,  and  given  only 
every  fecond  or  third  day;  compofing  the  bowels, 
and  taking  off  the  fpafmodic  pains,  by  repeated 
doles  of  laudanum,  on  the  intermediate  days, 
and  efpecially  on  the  nights  after  the  operation 
of  purgatives. 

This  plan  fhould  be  continued  until  the  fever 
entirely  fublides,  (which  will  fometimes  run  out 
to  two,  or  even  three  weeks)  and  the  appetite 
for  food  returns.  Previoully  to  which  fome  light 
bitter,  given  in  a faline  draught  or  lac  amygd.  or 
with  the  puiv.  e tragacanth.  comp,  in  the  in- 
tervals of  purging,  will  tend  to  comfort  the 
bowels,  and  haften  the  natural  inclination  for 
food,  to  which  there  is  often  a long  averllon. 

There  is  a fever  which  may  be  juft  hinted  at 
in  this  place,  which  will  be  more  particularly 
noticed  in  the  chapter  on  hydrocephalus,  for 
which  alfo  repeated  purging  is  the  remedy. — 
The  fymptoms  ftrongly  refemble  thofe  of  water 
in  the  head,  but  the  ftools  are  of  a very  uncom- 
mon appearance,  refembling  meconium  ; which, 
however,  refill  common  purges,  but  are  brought 
away  in  great  quantities,  and  for  a conliderable 
time,  by  calomel ; the  fever  and  ftupor  abating 
in  proportion  as  this  kind  of  ftool  is  brought 
away. 
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On  the  decline  of  fome  fevers,  efpecially  thofe 
arifing  from  foul  bowels,  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
fee  an  eruption  on  the  Ikin,  refembling  that  called 
the  red-gum,  in  the  month,  and  fometimes  even 
the  thruih  will  make  its  appearance,  though  the 
infant  may  have  had  that  complaint  before  ; 
which  are  marks  of  the  great  difturbance  the 
firft-paflages  have  Suffered,  and  of  the  confent 
they  have  with  the  fkin : the  former,  it  has  been 
faid,  is  always  a favourable  indication,  but  the 
obfervation  is  far  from  holding  good  in  regard 

to  the  thruih. 

\ 

At  the  decline  alfo  of  certain  anomalous  fevers 
that  have  lal/ted  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  (and  fome- 
times after  the  febris  fcarlatina)  great  pain  of  the 
neck  has  taken  place,  attended  with  a little  tu* 
mour  of  the  part,  and  great  rigidity  of  the 
mufcles,  drawing  the  head  forcibly  to  one  fide. 
A general  debility,  and  want  of  appetite  has 
continued,  though  the  bark  has  been  adminis- 
tered, and  feemed  no  wife  to  difagree.  In  this 
flate,  fomentations  and  poultices  applied  to  the 
neck,  together  with  fome  volatile  embrocation, 
has  foon  removed  the  contraction,  and  pain  5 
after  which  children  have  recovered  as  on  a 
fudden  their  appetite  and  Spirits. 

During  very  cold  weather,  I have  known  a 
lighter  degree  of  pain  and  ftiffnefs  of  the  neck, 
vol.  1.  Q_ 
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with  a little  fever,  return  a week  or  two  after- 
wards ; poflibly,  from  taking  cold,  and  as  I have 
thought,  from  improper  food.  The  antimonial 
powder  with  faline  draughts,  and  a repetition  of 
the  topical  applications,  have  in  fuch  cafe  had 
an  immediate  good  effect. 

I have  fometimes  met  with  a fever,  more  re- 
markable for  its  being  attended  with  inflamed 
and  fometimes  painful  tumours,  than  for  any 
other  fymptom  peculiar  to  it.  Thefe  are  feated 
chiefly  on  the  legs,  and  particularly  along  the 
fpine  of  the  tibiae ; and  rife  in  a day  or  two  to 
the  fize  of  a nutmeg.  They  are  marked  with 
all  the  appearances  of  abfcefles,  feeling  as  if 
they  contained  matter,  and  on  this  account,  they 
put  on  a formidable  afpe6t  to  fuch  as  may  not 
often  have  feen  the  difeafe;  but  what  is  remark- 
able, they  never,  I believe,  come  to  fuppuration, 
unlefs  irritated  by  the  clothes  or  other  means, 
but  difappear  again  in  a few  days,  though  the 
fever  fometimes  continues.  The  like  appear- 
ances have  been  met  with  in  adults,  efpecially 
females,  though  perhaps  more  commonly  in 
children  from  three  to  ten  years  of  age ; but  are 
not  peculiar  to  fcrofulous  habits,  though  the 
tumours  have  very  much  of  a fcrofulous  ap- 
pearance and  feel.  As  far  as  my  experience  has 
gone,  (for  I believe  it  is  not  a very  common 
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complaint)  they  are  conjoined  more  frequently 
with  that  fever  which  attends  a foul  (late  of  the 
bowels,  than  with  any  other ; which  therefore 
requires  repeated  purging,  efpecially  with  ca- 
lomel : and  on  this  account,  the  pulvis  e fcam- 
mon.  cum  calomel,  becomes  a -convenient  pre- 
paration. Saline  draughts  with  the  fpir.  astheris 
vitriolici  comp,  may  be  given  on  the  interme- 
diate days,  and  in  the  end  the  bark  is  commonly 
ufeful. 

Thefe  appearances  have  fometlmes  been  pre- 
ceded by  fcarlet  fpots,  or  patches,  refembling 
the  petechias  obferved  in  malignant  fevers,  as 
was  noticed  under  the  article  of  rafhes. 

Fevers  in  children  of  three  or  four  years  old, 
are  fometimes  tedious  of  cure  by  any  of  the  above 
means,  and  like  thofe  of  adults  require  the  bark, 
(efpecially  under  the  recurrence  of  the  thrufh  ;) 
which  fhould  be  adminiftered  in  a light  decoc- 
tion, three  or  four  times  a day,  in  fuch  dofes  as 
the  fymptoms  may  require. 


Mesenteric-Fever. 

\ s 

• > * * 

Another  caufe  of  fever  has  been  hinted 
at,  which  is  obftru&ed  glands,  efpecially  the  me- 
fenteric ; and  is  often  a fore-runner  of  the  true 
he&ic  fever,  or  fatal  marafmus. 

CU 
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It,  indeed,  frequently  arifes  from  fcrofula, 
which  then  difcovers  itfelf  by  other  marks ; and 
will  require  its  peculiar  treatment.  But  there  is 
an  early  ftage  of  glandular  obftrudion  in  the 
mefentery,  and  of  the  fever  here  alluded  to,  that 
is  often  falfely  attributed  to  worms;  but  will  not 
yield  to  mere  purgative  medicines,  as  that  dif- 
order  ufually  does.  It  attacks  children  from  the 
age  of  three  or  four  years,  the  fever  remitting, 
and  fometimes  intermitting,  irregularly  ; is  at- 
tended with  lofs  of  appetite,  fwelled  belly,  and 

t 

pain  in  the  bowels ; the  latter  fometimes  taking 
place,  more  or  iefs,  every  day,  or  is  generally 
more  violent  if  the  child  be  a day  or  two  free 
from  it. 

After  opening  the  bowels,  half  a grain,  or  a 
grain  of  calomel  may  be  given  to  advantage,  two 
or  three  times  a week,  and  on  the  intermediate 
days  fmall  dofes  of  the  natron  ppt.  either  alone, 
or  neutralized  with  the  juice  of  lemons,  or  in 
fome  inftances  partially  fo.  If  the  belly  be  very 
coftive,  as  it  often  is,  an  infufion  of  lpong.  uft. 
and  fenna  is  more  effectual  than  any  thing;  and 
is  an  excellent  remedy  for  many  little  fevers,  in 
older  children,  when  the  prims  vis  are  parti- 
cularly concerned.  When  the  glandular  fever, 
juil  now  mentioned,  has  abated,  fome  light 
bitter,  as  of  chamomile  flowers,  is  ufeful  to 
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brace  the  ftomach  and  bowels ; and  to  prevent 
a relapfe,  it  will  often  be  found  neceftary  to  ad- 
minifter  fome  chalybeate,  of  which  the  tin&ura 
florum  martialium  is  one  of  the  fittefh  for  chil- 
dren : if  it  fhould  offend  the  ftomach,  a few 
drops  of  the  tindture  of  cardamoms,  or  other 
ftomachic,  fhould  be  joined  with  it. 

But  as  the  mefenteric  fever,  from  its  great 
fatality  and  frequency,  has  lately  very  much  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  writers,  it  may  be  proper 
to  confider  it  a little  more  diftindtly  in  fome  of 
its  principal  ftages ; in  each  of  which  its  nature 
and  treatment  fometimes  materially  differ.  For 
before  the  mefenteric  glands  become  much  en- 
larged, or  the  fever  continual ; whilft  the  appe- 
tite continues,  and  the  frrft  digeftion  is  but  little 
impaired,  and  no  purging  has  taken  place ; the 
opening  mixture  of  fponge  and  fenna,  with  a 
few  dofes  of  calomel,  and  afterwards  bitters  and 
chalybeates,  are  the  only  remedies  very  likely  to 
be  called  for ; and  almoft  always  fucceed.  In 
this  ftate,  the  diforder  may  ftill  be  confidered  as 
in  its  firft  ftage,  and  of  which  an  unufual  coftive- 
nefs,  the  hardnefs  and  recurring  pains  in  the  belly, 
and  a remitting  fever,  are  the  principal  fymp- 
toms.  The  limits  of  this  work,  however,  will 
not  allow  of  a particular  detail  of  the  many 
others  that  attend  this  fever  through  its  various 
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ftages ; and  it  is  prefumed,  they  are  fo  well 
known  as  to  render  it  unneceflary.  But  in  ge- 
neral, it  may  be  faid,  that  indigeftion,  coftive- 
nefs  or  purging,  irregular  appetite,  flulhed  cheeks, 
or  a total  lofs  of  colour,  impaired  (Irength  and 
fpirits,  remitting  fever,  and  a hard  and  tumid 
belly,  with  emaciated  limbs,  are  amongft  the 
more  conftant  fymptoms  attending,  at  one  period 
or  other  of  the  difeafe. 

This  being  a glandular  complaint,  not  only  are 
the  glands  of  the  mefentery  affedted,  but  I have 
found  thofe  of  other  parts,  and  efpecially  of  the 
lungs,  in  a very  morbid  ftate  before  any  of  thofe 
fymptoms  of  inflammation  have  been  noticed, 
which  are  conflantly  met  with,  in  fimilar  cafes, 
in  older  fubjedts.* 


* In  examining  the  vifcera  of  more  than  one  infant  of  only 
a few  months  old,  I have  found  tubercles,  and  even  purulent 
matter  in  the  lungs,  which  have  not  been  preceded  by  any 
manifeft  fymptoms  of  fuch  mifchief,  and  even  where  there 
has  been  no  cough  nor  difficulty  of  breathing,  until  a few 
days  before  death,  and  then  only  fo  flight  as  to  be  fcarcely 
noticed.  In  one  inflance,  I found  in  fomc  parts  of  the  lungs 
tubercles  as  large  as  nutmegs,  and  in  others,  clufters  of 
fmaller  ones,  (and  particularly  about  the  fuperior  and  back 
part  of  the  mediaftinum  ;)  fome  of  which  were  hard,  and 
others  full  of  matter.' — Such  appearances  feem,  therefore,  to 
be  common  in  all  glandular  difeaies,  to  rickets,  and  fimilar 
diforders  arifing  from  cacjiochymy  j Gi.ysson  having  re- 
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Children  are  liable  to  this  fever  till  they  be- 
come eight  or  ten  years  old,  (and  in  fcrofulous 
habits  much  longer)  it  being  often  a confequence 
of  the  protraCtion  of  almoft  any  of  the  preceding 
complaints,  efpeciallv  thofe  of  the  firft-palTages 
and  dentition,  as  well  as  of  the  mealies,  and  a 
few  others ; of  which  that  from  teething  will  be 
feparately  confidered.  Among  the  poor,  it  is 
too  frequently  owing  to  a coarfe  and  unwhole- 
fome  diet ; indigeftion  at  the  ftomach,  and  a 
confequent  vitiated  chyle,  with  infarCtion,  or  ob- 
ItruCtions,  in  fome  of  the  internal  glands  or  lym- 
phatics, being  among  the  primary  remote  caufes 
of  the  difeafe. 

As  prophylactics,  therefore,  good  air,  exercife, 
gentle  frictions,  an  eafy  drefs,  frequent  wafhings 
of  the  body  of  young  children  with  foap  and 
warm  water,*  the  cold-bath  in  older  children ; 
and  efpecially  a light  and  ‘nutritious  diet,  with 
fuch  mild  aromatics  as  may  affift  digeltion,  are 
fome  of  the  principal  and  moft  efficacious 
means. 


marked,  that  he  feldom  examined  the  bodies  of  infants 
dying  of  rickets,  without  meeting  with  fuch  appearances  in 
the  lungs. 

* This  idea  is  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  Hipocrates,  who 
ftrongly  advifes  it. 

. De  Salubri  Diata.  j IX. 
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But  when  this  difeafe  is  completely  formed,  it 
calls  for  the  mod  powerful  remedies  j and  fuch 
have  happily  fucceeded  in  feveral  indances, 
wherein  formerly  little  hope  had  been  enter- 
tained. 

As  I have  palfed  over  many  lefs  important 
fymptoms  occurring  in  the  different  flages  of 
this  long  difeafe,  efpecially  fuch  as  arife  from 
fome  peculiarity  of  habit ; I fhall  for  the  like 
reafon  coniine  thefe  obfervations  to  the  more 
general  plan  of  treatment,  without  particularly 
noticing  a variety  of  occafional  remedies,  which 
fuch  fymptoms  may  at  different  periods  require. 

In  a general  way,  the  principal  indications  are 
to  remove  the  obdru&ions  in  the  lymphatic 
fyffcem,  and  effedt  a refolution  of  the  indurated 
glands  of  the  mefentery ; to  carry  off  this  vifeid 
matter ; and  laflly,  to  ftrengthen  the  fydem, 
and  edablifh  a good  digedion,  as  well  by  means 
of  proper  diet  as  by  medicine.  To  accomplifh 
thefe  intentions,  attenuants  and  deobftruents, 
purges,  emetics,  and  tonics  mud  be  had  recourfe 
to,  in  due  turn. 

Amongd  the  fird,  and  as  general  deobdruents, 
are  mercurial  and  antimonial  remedies,  neutral 
fads,  foap,  deel,  and  the  cicuta  j to  which,  with 
propriety  I think,  may  be  added,  elc&ricity. 
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In  regard  to  the  efficacy  of  mercury  and  deel 
in  this  difeafe,  a vad  crowd  of  tedimonies  appears 
among  writers,*  in  almoft  every  part  of  Europe. 
And  a very  rational  idea  has  been  fuggeded  on 
this  head,  by  Mr.  Royer,  that  of  adminider- 
ing  mercury  clyder-wife ; inafmuch  as  the  refo- 
lution  of  local  and  partial  obdrudtions,  does  not 
fo  much  require  an  exertion  of  the  colledted  force 
of  the  fydem,  as  deriving  all  the  influence  of 
proper  remedies  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  : an 
idea  of  late  years  pretty  generally  received,  and 
in  fome  inflances  fuccefsfully  adapted  to  the 

cure  of  fcrofula,  as  well  as  fome  other  chronical 

\ 

diforders. 

Calomel  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  fitted  reme- 
dies of  this  clafs,  and  when  adminidered  by  the 
mouth,  may  be  combined  with  fome  purgative 
medicine,  and  given  for  feveral  weeks,  till  there 
fhall  be  fome  favourable  change  in  the  feel  and 
fize  of  the  belly. 

The  lighted  preparations  of  deel  are  ufually 
preferable,  fuch  as  its  tindtures,  or  the  fait,  or 
merely  fome  chalybeate  water ; which  will  adt 
both  as  aperitives  and  tonics.  Amongd  antimo- 
nials,  the  kertnes  mineral  is  found  by  experience 


* White,  Hartmann,  Worlhof,  The  den.  Bur  chard,  Bourne, 
Baumes,  Rofeen , Bouquet,  &c. 
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to  be  more  generally  ufeful  than  any  other  pre- 
paration. 

The  Evacuants  mentioned  as  proper  in  this 
difeafe,  were  emetics  and  purges;  to  which  may 
be  added  diaphoretics.  The  two  former  are 
more  effentially  neceflary ; but  muft  be  adapted 
and  carefully  dofed,  agreeably  to  the  Hate  of  the 
bowels  of  the  patient.  As  a purge,  rhubarb  and 
tartarifed  kali  are  generally  the  fafeft  and  molt 
effectual,  and  may  be  perfevered  in  for  the 
greateft  length  of  time ; or  the  compofition 
which,  in  regard  to  many  cafes,  has  been  de- 
fervedly  extolled  by  Sir  William  Fordyce, 
rhubarb  and  polychreft  fait ; which,  whenever 
mercury  may  not  be  preferred,  fhould  be  exhi- 
bited daily  for  feveral  weeks,  and  will  fometimes 
reftore  the  patient  without  recourfe  to  any  other 
means,  when  the  diforder  is  not  of  long  {land- 
ing ; being  at  once  both  a purge  and  an  effica- 
cious deobftruent. 

As  a Diaphoretic,  farfaparilla,  or  a more  com- 
pound deco&ion  of  the  woods ; which  may  be 
taken  together  with  any  of  the  above  mentioned 
remedies. 

The  laft  means  recommended  were  tonics, 
which  can  very  rarely  be  difpenfed  with  ; fince 
although  the  obftrudtions  fhould  actually  be  re- 
moved, the  emaciated  flate  to  which  the  patient 
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is  generally  reduced,  peculiarly  calls  for  bracing 
remedies,  efpecially  with  a view  to  ftrengthen 
the  ftomach  and  alimentary  canal,  and  promoting 
a good  digeftion  ; the  only  means  of  obtaining 
a bland  and  nutritious  chyle,  by  which  the  body 
may  be  conferved  in  good  health.  To  this  end, 
the  bark,  fteel,  the  cold-bath,  (the  latter  of  which, 
efpecially,  fhould  not  be  attempted  till  the  ob- 
ftructions  are  removed)  light  bitters  and  aromatics 
are  the  principal  remedies ; to  one  or  more  of 
which,  recourfe  may  be  had,  as  the  degree  of 
remaining  fever,  and  the  ftate  of  the  bowels,  or 
the  debility  of  the  patient  may  point  out.  To 
thefe  may  be  joined  daily  fridtions,  efpecially  of 
the  belly,  limbs,  and  fpine  ; or  the  common 
foap-plafter,  or  one  compofed  of  ointment  .of 
marlh -mallows,  gum  ammoniac,  and  oil  of  cha- 
momile, may  be  applied  over  the  whole  belly  : 
or  the  body  be  covered  all  over  with  fea-falt, 
reduced  to  a very  fine  powder. 

It  has  been  already  hinted,  that  the  diet  ought 
to  be  of  the  lightefl  and  molt  nutritious  kind, 
and  carefully  adapted  to  the  age  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  child  ; who,  if  at  a due  age, 
ought  in  many  inftances  to  partake  of  light 
white  meats,  as  well  as  vegetables,  and  plain 
jellies ; but  always  avoiding  fat  and  greafy  ali- 
ments, paftry,  and  whatever  may  not  be  duly,  as 
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well  as  quickly  digefted,  or  will  not  form  a bland 
and  nutritious  chyle,  however  readily  they  may 
get  out  of  the  ftomach. 

Though  in  fome  inftances,  merely  purging 
with  calomel  or  rhubarb,  for  a length  of  time, 
has  been  faid  to  fucceed,  and  in  others,  fome 
one  of  the  above  remedies  may  be  more  adapted 
to  the  patient  than  the  reft;  yet  in  general,  each 
of  them  will  be  ufeful,  at  one  period  or  other  of 
the  complaint,  and  fometimes  the  union  of  fe- 
veral  : but  above  all,  purging  is  always  the  moft 
eftential  to  the  cure  of  this  dangerous  difeafe. 
And  though  it  is  oftentimes  attended  with  cof- 
tivenefs  and  a voracious  appetite,  it  is,  at  others, 
accompanied  with  a loathing  of  all  food,  and 
frequent  ftools,  which  do  not  reduce  the  belly, 
but  too  often  deter  practitioners  from  the  ufe  of 
aCtive,  or  repeated  purges;  without  which,  how- 
ever, experience  proves  there  can  be  no  profpeCt 
of  fuccefs,  after  the  belly  has  once  become  en- 
larged.— I fhall  clofe  thefe  obfervations  with 
offering  the  following  form,  which  in  a general 
way  I have  found  very  fui table.  It  fhould  be 
continued  for  a length  of  time,  taking  care  that 
the  bowels  be  kept  properly  open. 

R.  Caiomelan.  gr.  j.  ad.  ij. 

Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  fs.  ad  gr.  j. 

Zingiber,  gr.  vj. 
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Mifce,  ft.  Pilulse  iv,  cum  quantitat.  fufficient. 
wel  Conf.  aromatics,-  vel  Conf.  opiats,  ut  alvi 
ilatus  poftulet.  E quibus  fumatur  j fingulis  aut 
alternis  nodibus,  vel  omni  node  mane  que.  Poll 
aliquod  tempus  addentur  pulv.  rad.  columbs 
grana  odo  vel  decern. — Together  with  this  pill, 
the  cicuta  will  fometimes  be  very  ferviceable. 


Hectic  Fever  and  Marasmus. 

Not  a few  both  of  the  preceding  and  following 
complaints  are  fometimes  found  to  induce  a con- 
firmed hedic  fever,  and  marafmus,  called  by  fome 
writers  atrophia  ladentium;  though  it  often  comes 
on  too  late  properly  to  admit  of  the  name.  I 
have  nothing  new,  indeed,  to  offer  on  this  difeafe 
when  it  is  far  advanced,  unlefs  it  be  by  way  of  en- 
couragement to  hope  for  a better  iffue  in  the 
hedic  fever,  under  certain  circumflances,  than  we 
are  wont  to  exped. 

This  fever,  as  it  is  apt  to  arife  from  other  com- 
plaints, is  very  often  owing  to  their  having  been 
imprudently  treated,  or  imperfedly  cured,  efpe- 
cially  by  fupprelling  fome  eruption  or  difcharge 
from  the  fkin,  or  incautioufly  Popping  a purg- 
ing, during  the  time  of  teething.  In  fuch  cafes, 
and,  indeed,  whenever  the  hedic  fever  is  of  fome 
(landing,  the  mefenteric  glands  become  indurated. 
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greatly  increafed  in  lize,  and  often  fuppurate,  the 
belly  getting  large,  though  the  limbs  and  other 
parts  become  emaciated  ; which  (late  has  been 
confidered  in  the  former  chapter,  and  has  been 
fhewn  to  be  curable,  or  otherwife,  according  to 
the  degree  of  induration,  and  the  length  of  time 
it  has  exifted.  But  there  is  fometimes  a threat- 
ening appearance  of  heCtic  fever,  where,  never- 
thelefs,  nature  effects  a falutary  and  wonderful 
change,  and  will  reftore  the  emaciated  infant  as 
from  the  very  jaws  of  death.  And  this,  indeed, 
is  often  the  work  only  of  nature,  art,  doing  no 
more  than  fuperintending,  and  preventing  her 
being  counteracted  by  the  ufe  of  improper  me- 
dicines, or  diet. 

Nature  alone  will,  indeed,  oftentimes  effeCt 
wonders  for  infants,  and  far  beyond  any  thing 
to  be  expected  in  adults,  if  die  be  not  offici- 
oufly  counteracted.  And  the  reafon  is  obvious ; 
it  being  well  obferved  by  a great  man,  and  a 
good  phyfician,*  lately  deceafed,  that  “ there  is, 
in  truth,  a greater  luxuriancy  of  life  and  health 
in  infancy,  than  in  any  other  period  in  life.  In- 
fants, it  is  acknowledged,  are  more  delicately 
fenfible  to  injury,  than  thofe  advanced  in  life : 

* Dr.  Gregory — Comparative  view  of  the  State  and  Fa- 
culties of  Matt,  with  thofe  of  the  animal  World , 1789. 
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but,  to  compenfate  this,  their  fibres  and  veffels 
are  more  capable  of  diftention,  their  whole  fyftem 
is  more  flexible,  their  fluids  are  lefs  acrid,  and 
lefs  difpofed  to  putrefcence ; they  bear  all  eva- 
cuations more  eafily,  except  that  of  blood ; and, 
which  is  an  important  circumftance  in  their  fa- 
vour, they  never  fuffer  from  the  terrors  of  a dif- 
trafted  imagination.  Their  fpirits  are  lively  and 
equal ; they  quickly  forget  their  pad  bufferings, 
and  never  anticipate  the  future.  In  confequence 
of  thefe  advantages,  children  recover  from  dif- 

eafes,  under,  fuch  unfavourable  fymptoms  as  are 

/ 

never  furvived  by  adults.  If  they  wafle  more 
quickly  under  ficknefs,  their  recovery  from  it  is 
quick  in  proportion,  and  generally  more  com- 
plete than  in  older  people ; as  difeafes  feldom 
leave  thofe  baneful  effefts  on  their  conflitutions, 
fo  frequent  in  adults.  In  fhort,  a phyflcian 
ought  fcarce  ever  to  defpair  of  a child’s  life, 
while  it  continues  to  breathe.” — In  further  fup- 
port  of  this  fentiment  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
their  complaints  are  not  often  attended  with 
acute  fever  like  thofe  of  adults,  which  however 
falutary  in  fome  inftances,  is,  from  mifmanage- 
ment,  or  otherwife,  more  commonly  difpofed  to 
break  up  the  fyftem,  than  to  rectify  the  machine. 

The  above  mentioned  falutary  turns  in  the 
true  hedic  fever,  as  far  as  I have  obferved,  are 
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chiefly  in  that  fpecies  of  it  arifing  from  worms* 
or  teething ; and  which  I have  known  re- 
coveries after  hope  had  long  been  given  up, 
and  all  attempts  been  laid  alide.  There  is,  in- 
deed, an  atrophy  in  infants  for  want  of  the 
bread;,  or  from  the  unfuitablenefs  of  it,  (which 
is  the  true  atrophia  lactentium)  or  of  whatever 
elfe  may  be  the  child’s  ordinary  food,  as  I fhall 
inflance  in  another  place  ; but  this  is  not  ufu- 
ally  attended  with  fever,  and  is  to  be  cured 
merely  by  making  that  change,  which  the  nature 
of  the  different  occafions  point  out.  Harris 
recounts  fome  remarkable  recoveries  in  what  he 
calls  the  atrophia  verminofa,  and  attributes  the 
cures  to  the  free  ufe  of  the  hydrargyrus  cum  ful- 
phure,  carefully  prepared  : but  I have  feen  none 
fo  marvellous  as  in  the  atrophia  dententium.  In 
this,  I have  known  children  after  being  reduced 
by  purging,  and  other  complaints,  lying  for 
three  months  together  in  the  cradle,  fcarcely  fit 
to  be  moved,  with  continual  fever,  flufhed 
cheeks,  emaciated  countenance  and  limbs,  a 
large  belly,  inceffant  cough,  and  almofl  without 
taking  any  nourifhment,  recover,  as  it  were  in  a 
few  days,  upon  unexpectedly  cutting  half  a do- 
zen teeth. 

After  what  I have  faid  on  the  true  hectic  fever, 
it  will  not  be  expected  I fliould  offer  much  on 
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the  head  of  medicines  ; I fhall  therefore  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  chief  objedt  in  this  advanced  ftage 
of  the  difeafe  is  an  attention  to  the  (late  of  the 
bowels.  This  will  be  found  to  vary  frequently; 
fometimes  callrng  for  reftringent,  and  at  others, 
opening:  remedies.  In  a view  to  the  former, 
Sydenham’s  rhubarb-beer-^  is  a very  good  me- 
dicine. Alfo  purging  with  mercury,  if  that 
has  not  already  been  done,  fhould  even  now  be 
attempted,  fince  children  in  this  (late  will  often 
bear  ftronger  dofes  of  purging  medicines,  and 
more  frequently  repeated,  than  under  any  other 

circumftances. Attention,  likewife,  fhould 

be  paid  to  the  diet,  which  ought  chiefly  to  be 
of  milk,  rice,  femolina,  and  fuch  like,  with  light 
puddings  : but  above  all,  children  fhould  enjoy 
plenty  of  frefh  air,  and  take  as  much  exercife  as 
their  degree  of  debility  may  admit  of. 

4 Take  of  choice  rhubarb  fliced,  two  drams;  let  it  be 
put  into  a glafs  bottle,  well  flopped,  with  a quart  of  fmall- 
beer,  or  any  other  liquor  the  child  may  make  ufe  of.  This 
medicated  beer  is  to  be  his  ordinary  drink.  When  this  quan- 
tity is  drank,  a fecond,  and  a third  quart  of  beer  may  be 
poured  on,  as  before;  after  which  the  rhubarb  will  com- 
monly have  loll  its  virtue.  Should  the  beer  firit  poured  on  be 
too  much  impregnated  with  rhubarb,  and  purge  too  much, 
another  pint  may  be  added  prefently  after  the  firft  is  drank 
up. 
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In  Dr.  Armstrong’s  fecond  edition,  is  a 
pretty  long  chapter  on  the  hedic  fever  of  teeth- 
ing children,  wherein  feveral  medicines  are  pre- 
fcribed,  which  the  dodor  apprehends  may  be 
very  ferviceable  early  in  the  difeafe.  He  fpeaks 
of  it  as  a very  common  complaint,  beginning  like 
other  fevers,  and  gradually  becoming  remitting; 
then  a flow  continual  fever,  and  terminating  in  a 
fatal  hedic.  Dr.  Butter  likewife  exprefles  him- 
felf  much  in  the  like  manner,  in  an  accurate  ac- 
count he  has  given  of  a fever  that  frequently 
made  its  appearance,  as  it  fhould  feem,  in  Der- 
byfhire , which  he  terms  the  infantile  remittent 
fever ; of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken  in 
its  place. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  a fever  of  the  de- 
fcription  given  by  Dr.  Armstrong  maybe  com- 
mon among  paupers,  relieved  at  difpenfaries, 
and  may  deferve  fuch  a name,  but,  I believe, 
it  will  be  rarely  met  with  in  higher  ranks  of  life  ; 
and  if  fo,  perhaps,  that  ought  to  have  been  inti- 
mated in  a popular  work.  It  feems  to  me,  (and 
both  Dr.  Butter,  and  Dr.  Armstrong,  in- 
deed, fay  as  much)  to  arife  from  improper  food 
and  nurfing,  joined  with  crudities  and  a coflive 
Hate  of  the  bowels,  and  has  nothing  uncommon 
in  it.  When  advice  is  fought  for  in  proper 
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time,  it,  accordingly,  appears  to  be  nothing  more 
than  the  fever  I have  defcribed  arifing  from  a 
foul  ftate  of  the  bowels,  aggravated  by  negledt  ; 
and  is  eafily  cured  by  fuch  medicines  as  are  beft 
calculated  to  clear  the  firft  paffages.  Should  this, 
however,  not  be  attended  to.,  it  may  degenerate 
into  a continual  fever ; but  it  is  not  even  then 
peculiar  to  the  age  Dr.  Armstrong  has  fpeci- 
fied,  nor  by  any  means,  the  common  he&ic  fe- 
ver of  dentition.  At  this  period,  indeed,  chil- 
dren call  for  more  exercife,  air,  and  general  at- 
tention than  common  people  can  procure  for 
them ; it  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
if  neglected  and  coftive,  they  fhould  at  this  time 
fall  into  flow  fevers,  whether  aggravated  or  not, 
by  the  {hooting  of  their  teeth. 

Remittent-Fever. 

IN^otwithstanding  what  has  been  obferved 
refpedhing  the  remittent-fever  as  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Armstrong  and  Butter,  there  is  certain- 
ly a fever  of  that  type  that  deferves  a curfory 
confideration  in  refpedt  to  a peculiar  fymptom, 
which,  I believe,  always  attends  it ; though  the 
fever  itfeif  certainly  arifes  merely  from  an  affec- 
tion of  the  prims  vis. 
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Indeed,  it  is  well  known  to  practitioners 
much  converfant  with  the  diforders  of  children, 
that  various  febrile  affections,  differing  in  degree, 
and  the  time  of  their  continuance,  originate 
from  the  flate  of  the  firft-paffages ; but  as  the 
treatment  is  fimilar  in  them  all,  varying  chiefly 
in  regard  to  the  flrength,  or  other  circumftance 
of  the  purging  medicines  exhibited,  it  would  be 
equally  unneceffary  and  perplexing  to  multiply 
names,  where  no  effential  diftinCtion  fubfifts. 

The  prefent  chapter  therefore  is  added  only 
to  denote  a fever  of  this  kind,  which  conftantly 
remits  and  increafes  again,  fometimes  for  three 
or  four  weeks,  or  fometimes  much  longer,  and  is 
attended  with  the  remarkable  fymptom  of  pick- 
ing at  various  parts  of  the  body  until  they  are 
made  to  bleed  and  even  become  fore,  particularly 
the  fingers,  nofe,  the  lips,  or  the  tongue.  But 
this  fever  being  equally  remarkable  for  being 
always,  I believe,  void  of  danger,  it  is  necef- 
fary  only  to  remark,  that  it  feldom  attacks 
children  under  four  years  of  age,  nor  upwards  of 
ten ; and  that,  although  it  has  been  diftinguifh- 
ed  into  the  acute,  flow,  and  low  infantile- remit- 
tent, it  requires  much  lefs  variety  of  treatment 
than  fuch  diftinCtions  feem  to  import.  The 
proper,  and  always  fuccefsful  plan,  being  con- 
fined to  the  repeated  exhibition  of  fome  gentle 
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purgative  medicine,  or  light  cordials,  when 
accompanied  with  much  languor,  as  is  not  un- 
frequently  the  cafe. 

Febris  Scarlatina — with  or  without 
Ulceration  of  the  Throat. 

W HENEVER  the  Scarlet-fever  becomes 
epidemic  among  adults,  children  rarely  fail 
being  attacked  by  it,  in  great  numbers,  and 
frequently  fink  under  it.  It  is  indeed,  rather  a 
child’s  difeafe,  and  very  contagious  among  them, 
but  is  not  often  communicated  from  them  to 
adults.  It  has  engaged  the  pen  of  the  moft  able 
phyficians,  and  is  therefore  well  underftood  in 
this  day,  and  needs  only  on  this  occafion,  to  be 
adverted  to  as  one  very  incident  to  children, 
and  its  mod  approved  method  of  treatment 
briefly  pointed  out. 

The  fcarlet-fever  with  ulcerated  throat  has, 
perhaps,  been  diftinguilhed  in  too  refined  a 
manner,  by  fome  writers,  into  the  fcarlet-fever 
with  malignant  ulcerated  throat,  and  the  malig- 
nant fore  throat  with  efflorefcence,  or  rednefs, 
on  the  fkin.  But  fuch  diflindtion,  it  is  appre- 
hended, is  needlefs,  fince  the  experienced  prac- 
titioner will  always  be  guided  by  the  degree  of 
tendency  in  the  fyftem  either  to  an  inflammatory 
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or  pur  rid  diathefis ; and  the  lefs  experienced  will 
only  be  perplexed  by  multiplied  diftinCtions. 

One  obfervation,  indeed,  may  be  offered  on 
this  head,  which  is,  the  propriety  of  diflinguifh- 
ing  the  mild  fcarlet-fever  fin  which  the  throat 
is  much  inflamed,  and  flightly  affeCted  with  fu- 
perficial  and  white  foulnefs  rather  than  floughs,) 
from  the  more  malignant  kind,  in  which  the 
tonfils  are  lefs  fweiied  and  florid,  and  exhioit  the 
precife  complaint  by  fome  practitioners  termed 
the  angina  maligna  with  effloreicence  on  the  fkin. 
An  error  in  this  refpeCt,  has  certainly  led  lefs 
experienced  practitioners  to  adminifter  both  bark 
and  wine  too  early  and  liberally  in  the  mild 
fcarlet-fever,  which  has  thereby  degenerated  into 
a low  remittent,  bordering  on  heCtic  ; and  un- 
lefs  the  treatment  has  been  changed  in  a little 
time,  has  endangered  the  life  of  the  patient. 

The  mildeft  fpecies  of  fcarlatina  anginofa 
fhould  alfo  be  carefully  diflinguifhed  from  the 
true  inflammatory  affeCtion  of  the  tonfils,  which 
it  will  fometimes  refemble  in  its  firfl  flages : but 
the  genuine  marks  of  the  two  difeafes,  and  the 
caft  of  the  epidemics  reigning  at  the  time,  will 
direCt  the  attentive  praClitioner  9 who  will  in 
lefs  certain  cafes,  take  a middle  courfe  in  his 
method  of  treatment,  till  the  charaCteriftic 
fymptoms  of  either  fhall  become  more  evident. 
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There  is,  however,  a fcarlet-fever  that  is  not 
attended  with  any  affection  of  the  throat,  and 
was  long  ago  defcribed  by  Sydenham,*  though 
not  much  infilled  upon  by  later  writers,  which  is 
attended  with  a harder  pulfe,  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  an  inflammatory  difpofition,  but  never- 
thelels,  in  every  inllance  that  I have  met  with, 
calls  for  the  fame  general  treatment,  only  more 
cautioufly  adapting  the  neceffary  cordials  and 
tonics  to  the  degree  of  fever,  efpecially  in  the 
commencement  of  the  complaint. 

The  febris  fcarlatina  of  every  fpecies  begins 
with  the  common  fymptoms  of  fever,  often  with 
languor  and  difpofition  to  fainting,  ficknefs,  a 
quick  pulfe,  and  pain  in  the  head.  The  eyes 
are  inflamed,  and  where  the  throat  is  affedled, 
there  is  frequently  a ftiffnefs  of  the  mufcles  of 
the  neck  very  early  in  the  difeafe,  which  is  foon 
followed  by  fome  difficulty  in  fwallowing.  The 
affection  of  the  neck  fliould  be  carefully  inquired 
into,  efpecially  in  younger  children ; the  fore- 
nefs  of  the  throat  being  fometimes  not  com- 
plained of  in  the  mofl  fevere  attacks  of  the  dif- 
eafe, until  but  little  profpedl  remains  of  any 
mode  of  treatment  being  attended  with  fuccefs. 
The  fever  generally  increafes  in  the  evening. 


* See  alfo  Withe  ring  and  (^ullen. 
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and  is  often  accompanied  with  tranfient  fitsof 
delirium ; but  fome  remiffion  takes  place  to- 
wards morning,  with  fweating ; and  on  the  fe- 
ccnd,  or  third  day  the  efflorescence  appears  on 
the  ikin,  and  generally  firft  on  the  face,  neck, 
and  bread. 

At  this  time,  the  parts  tumify,  efpecially  the 
hands  and  feet  ; and  the  patient  complains  much 
of  pain  in  the  head ; is  comatofe  or  very  reft- 
lefs,  and  is  at  times  delirious  -s  the  tongue  is  in 
the  beginning  very  white  and  dry,  afterwards 
becomes  foul,  and  then  of  a florid  red.  About 
the  fifth  day,  there  is  ufually  a remiffion  of  fever, 
and  the  eruption  then  beginning  to  fcale  off, 
difappears  about  the  feventh.  If  the  difeafe  has 
been  violent,  the  patient  is  about  feven  days 
more  in  a low  flate  ; and  it  is  oftentimes  a fort- 
night longer  before  he  recovers  his  ffrength  and 
Spirits,  and  in  fome  cafes,  is  diftreffed  with  foul 
abfceffes  on  the  outfide  of  the  neck. 

The  limits  of  this  work  allow  me  only  to  obferve 
that  the  method  of  cure  being  dire&ed  to  the 
two  indications  of  the  general  diathefis,  and  the 
affe&ion  of  the  throat,  the  nature  and  extent  of 
thefe  muff  ever  be  kept  in  view,  and  the  fyftem 
be  duly  lupported.  Should  the  body  be  coftive 
at  the  time  of  the  attack,  an  opening  medicine 
fliould  be  given  previous  to  the  adminiftering  of 
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bark  or  cordials.  The  throat  ihould  be  often 
gargled  or  rather  fyringed,  with  mucilaginous 
infufions  or  decodtions,  rendered  more  or  lefs 
ftimulant ; fuch  as  the  decod;,  hord.  with  mel 
rol^,  warmec^  with  fpir.  ammon.  comp.  tin6t. 
myrrhre,  deco<ft.  rad.  ferpent,  or  other  fuch  like 
preparations  : though  the  quality  of  the  gargle 
is,  perhaps,  of  far  lefs  importance,  than  its 
being  frequently  made  ufe  of,  which  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary,  efpecially  in  young  children,  in 
order  to  keep  the  mouth  tolerably  clean  ; other- 
wife  the  difficulty  of  deglutition  will  be  greatly 
increafed,  as  well  as  the  morbid  mucus  be  con- 
veyed into  the  flomach.  On  this  account,  alfo, 
the  patient  ought  to  wafh  his  mouth  previouily 
to  taking  his  medicines  or  drinks. 

This  fever,  efpecially  when  epidemic,  being 
almoft  conftantly  of  a low  type,  the  phyfician 
muft  not  truft  to  faline  draughts,  or  other  medi- 
cines of  that  clafs,  without  the  addition  of  the 
conf.  aromatica,  radix  ferpent.  or  the  bark,  in 
one  form  or  other.  A moderate  quantity  of 
wine  likewife,  according  to  the  age  and  other 
circumftances  of  the  patient,  fhould  be  given 
with  the  food,  which  fhould  confift  of  whey, 
caudle,  and  fuch  like  thin  and  nutritious  ali- 
ments ; with  plenty  of  barley  water,  or  gruel, 
with  a view  to  promote  a moderate  perfpiration. 
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Should  the  affection  of  the  throat,  therefore, 
be  evidently  inflammatory,  or  fhould  a cafe  oc- 
cur where  the  fever  may  feem  to  be  of  that  kind, 
(which  may  be  better  afcertained  by  the  hardnefs 
of  the  pulfe  than  any  other  fymptom)  it  will 
very  rarely  bear  bleeding,  even  in  the  beginning 
of  the  difeafe  ; as  fymptoms  of  debility  general- 
ly attend  in  fome  period  of  the  fcarlet-fever,  and 
will  allow  only  of  that  middle  courfe  of  treat- 
ment, hinted  above. 

In  a general  way,  a cordial  plan  is  required 
throughout  the  difeafe,  and  where  the  throat  is 
much  affedted,  either  with  floughs,  or  total 
blacknefs,  the  bark  is  indifpenfibly  neceflary 
howfoever  thick  and  florid  the  rafli,  or  however 
hot  and  dry  the  fkin  may  be  ; the  bark,  in  mo- 
derate dofes,  as  it  were,  extinguifhing  the  fever 
in  the  milder  fpecies,  above  every  other  remedy, 
and  in  the  more  malignant  it  fupports  the  fyf- 
tem,  till  the  regular  ftages  of  the  fever  are 
accomplifhed,  and  a perfect  crifis  is  formed. 
Young  children  take  it  very  well,  efpecially  the 
foft  extract,  diflolved  in  a ftrong  decodlion. 
Should  it  be  difpofed  to  purge  the  child,  a little 
of  the  fpirit.  cinnamomi,  or  a drop  or  two  of 
the  tinbfura  opii  fhould  be  added  to  it ; or  if 
the  child,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  be  two  or 
three  days  without  a flool,  a laxative  clyfter 
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fhould  be  injeded.  Where  delirium  attends,  a 
few  drops  of  laudanum  are  often  very  fervicea- 
ble.  If  there  is  much  external  fwelling  about 
the  neck,  blifters  to  the  part  are  frequently  very 
ufeful. — Even  after  the  efflorefcence  has  dried  off 
kindly,  an  appearance  refembling  the  true  gan- 
grene has  fometimes  feized  the  whole  palatum 
molle,  and  the  fever  has  been  rekindled ; but 
the  parts  recover  their  natural  appearance  after 
a few  days,  without  any  efchar  being  thrown  off. 
A more  unpleafant  turn  of  the  complaint  at 
this  time,  is  a fecondary  fever,  which  has  al- 
ready been  hinted,  as  being  fometimes  the  con- 
fequence  of  adminiftering  bark  and  wine  too 
early,  or  too  liberally  in  the  milder  fcarlatina. 
In  fuch  cafe,  upon  the  difappearance  of  the 
rath,  the  limbs,  efpecially  the  hands  continue 
fwollen,  and  a general  forenefs  takes  place;  the 
patient  lofes  ftrength,  and  a tendency  to  hedic 
fever  fupervenes.  The  bark  in  this  cafe  is  no 
longer  ufeful ; but  foft  demulcent  medicines, 
and  light  cordials  fhould  be  adminiftered,  with 
affes  milk,  and  a light  nourithing  diet;  and 
country  air  thould  be  had  recourfc  to,  if  the 
patient  fhould  not  foon  appear  convalefcent. 

In  fome  foreign  parts,  particularly  Sweden , 
convalefcents  from  this  fever  are  many  of  them 
feized  with  a partial,  and  fome,  a more  general 
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anafarca,  which  often  proves  fatal.  Whether 
this  be  the  natural  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  or  the 
confequence  of  improper  treatment  may  be 
doubted,  as  their  bell  phyficians  feem  to  con- 
fider  it  too  much  of  a kind  with  the  mealies, 
and  therefore  may  dired  too  cooling  a regimen, 
and  medicines. 

Feb  ris  Miliaris,  or  Miliary  Fever. 

I Shall  be  brief  on  this  complaint,  which 
does  not  feem  to  be  fo  ftridly  a diforder  of 
young  children  as  of  adults,  unlefs  from  con- 
tagion ; though  I have  feen  one  or  more  in- 
flances  of  it,  where  no  other  perfon  in  the 
family  has  been  fo  affeded,  and  without  its 
Ipreading  to  any  other. 

The  eruption  is  preceded  by  the  ufual  fymp- 
toms  of  fever,  together  with  much  itching  of 
the  Ikin,  and  a very  profufe  perfpiration  ; which, 
however,  procures  no  remilTion  of  the1  fever, 
until  the  eruption  takes  place,  which  is  at  the 
lateft  on  the  third  or  fourth  day.  It  very  much 
rcfembles  the  mealies,  but  is  a little  elevated 
above  the  Ikin,  giving  it  a very  rough  feel.  It 
is  fometimes  intermixed,  from  the  beginning, 
with  very  fmall  cryltallines ; which  on  the  other 
hand,  often  do  not  appear  for  a day  or  two  after- 
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wards,  and  come  out  in  fucceflive  crops,  efpeci- 
ally,  if  the  child  be  kept  over-hot.  Some  of 
the  red  eruptions  are  often  larger  than  others, 
and  refemble  thofe  in  the  fcarlet  fever,  with 
which  the  miliary  rafh  is  alfo  fometimes  thought 
to  be  mixed,  in  feafons  when  eruptive  com- 
plaints are  very  rife. 

Previous  to  the  eruption,  as  well  as  fome- 
time  afterwards,  the  patient  is  ufually  very 
thirfty,  is  hot  and  cold,  by  fits,  and  the  breath- 
ing is  fhort  and  difficult.  The  urine  is  high- 
coloured,  there  is  a flight  delirium,  and  fome- 
times a fore  throat,  efpecially  where  the  erup- 
tion is  broad  and  very  florid. 

Children  generally  revive  as  the  rafh  comes 
out  freely;  but  unlefs  the  complaint  be  very 
flight,  the  fever  is  rekindled,  and  they  acquire 
no  appetite  for  food  until  the  eruption  begins  to 
turn  dry. 

This  fever  being  of  the  low  kind,  is  attended 
with  great  languor,  and  calls  for  fupport ; on 
which  account  both  the  medicines  and  diet 
fliould  be  of  the  cordial  kind.  White-wine 
whey,  and  wine  in  the  panada  and  fagoe,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  debility,  are  generally 
neceffary  even  for  children  of  only  a year  or  two 
old.  The  faline  draught  with  confedt.  aroma- 
tica,  and  muftura  camphorata  is  a good  general 
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medicine ; and  if  the  fymptoms  are  more  ag- 
gravated, the  bark,  volatile  alkali,  and  the  fpir. 
set  her,  vitriol,  compolitus : blifters  alfoare  often 
very  ufeful.  A ftool  fhouid  be  procured  once 
in  two  days  by  means  of  a clyfter,  or  a little 
rhubarb  ; and  plenty  of  drink  be  allowed,  which 
may  be  lightly  acidulated,  and  at  times  taken 
cool.  The  chamber  fhouid  be  kept  airy,  but 
the  child  fcreened  from  the  wind,  and  be  con- 
fined to  the  bed,  until  the  rafh  difappears. 

If  on  the  rafh  drying  away,  which  in  the 
milder  fpecies,  is  in  three  or  four  days,  no  frefli 
eruption  fhouid  take  place,  the  appetite  and 
fpirits  foon  return  ; and  only  a little  rhubarb,  or 
other  gentle  laxative  is  required,  with  the  ufuai 
cautions  in  regard  to  diet,  fo  necefiary  for  every 
convalefcent,  and  efpecially  children,  who  have 
no  difcretion  of  their  own.  But  if  frefli  crops 
appear,  and  the  fever  returns,  the  former  plan 
muff  be  continued  ; but  if  without  fever,  a few 
dofes  of  phyfic,  and  quitting  the  warm  bed  will, 
probably,  put  an  end  to  the  complaint. 


Cynanchr  Parotidea,  or  Mumps. 

This  is  a tumour  of  the  neck  and  throat, 
giving  that  peculiar  caff  of  countenance  from 
which  the  complaint  has  acquired  the  Englifh 
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name.  It  is  ufually  only  a flight  diforder  in 
children,  but  as  it  advances,  the  fkin  becomes 
inflamed,  putting  on  a light  damafk-rofe  colour ; 
but  the  parts  very  rarely  fuppurate,  which  is  the 
more  remarkable,  as  the  diforder  feems  to  be 
feated  in  the  cellular  or  adipofe  membrane. 
This,  however,  does  fometimes  happen,  but 
the  abfcefs  always  heals  kindly. 

It  is  a complaint  rather  of  young  people  than 
of  infants ; but  frequently  attacks  children  of 
five  or  fix  years  of  age.  It  is  certainly  contagi- 
ous, and  is  often  an  epidemic  difeafe.  It  begins 
with  the  common  fymptoms  of  fever,  which 
are  ufually  flight,  but  the  tongue  is  frequently 
covered  with  thick  fur,  or  is  very  white.  The 
patient  complains  early  of  a ftiffnefs  and  pain  of 
the  neck,  and  generally  the  next  day  of  a fore- 
nefs  of  the  throat ; but  this  feems  oftentimes 
to  be  merely  fymptomatic,  the  tonfils  being 
rarely  inflamed.  At  this  time,  a fulnefs  of  the 
neck  may  be  difeovered,  which  gradually  ex- 
tends to  the  throat,  and  the  parts  become  tender 
to  the  touch,  and  in  fome  inftances,  the  pain  is 
exceedingly  great,  and  recurs  fuddenly  with  al- 
moft  regular  intervals.  The  tumour  generally 
continues  to  increafe  for  two  or  three  days,  and 
then  as  gradually  fubfides. 
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In  genera],  very  little  medical  treatment  is  re- 
quired, it  being  fufficient  to  confine  the  patient 
to  the  houfe  ; at  mod,  to  give  night  and  morn- 
ing a few  grains  of  the  pulv.  contrayervas  comp, 
with,  or  without,  a fmall  proportion  of  nitre, 
and  to  procure  a (tool  once  in  twenty-four  hours. 
But  fhould  an  unufual  degree  of  fever  attend, 
as  is  more  common  in  fuch  as  are  advancing  to- 
wards puberty,  bleeding  will  be  found  neceffary 
in  the  beginning,  and  the  patient  fhould  be  kept 
in  bed  for  the  firfl  or  fecond  day,  and  take  a 
faline  draught  with  nitre,  once  in  fix  or  eight 
hours.  On  the  other  hand,  fhould  it  be  attend- 
ed with  any  uncommon  languor,  the  conf.  aro- 
matica  may  be  given  inftead  of  the  remedies 
before  mentioned.  When  the  fwelling  is 
thoroughly  fubfided,  two  or  three  gentle  laxatives 
may  be  adminiftered  at  convenient  intervals. 

In  a few  inftances,  after  fuppuration  has  taken 
place,  and  the  fores  are  healed  up,  a hardnefs  of 
the  parotid  and  maxillary  glands  remains,  which 
is  ufually  foon  difperfed  by  rubbing  in  a little 
mercurial  ointment,  or  fometimes  by  only  anoint- 
ing with  the  common  linimentum  ammonia. 
Should  it,  however,  prove  tedious,  a few  doles 
of  calomel,  and  common  laxatives  fliould  be 
exhibited,  at  proper  intervals. 
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In  adult  males,  or  fuch  as  are  growing  up  to 
manhood,  the  tumour  of  the  neck  has  fometimes 
been  found  to  fubfide  very  fuddenly  without  any 
abatement  of  the  fever,  and  then  the  tefticles 
have  been  as  fuddenly  inflamed ; which  is  at- 
tended with  more  pain  and  fever  than  the  level- 
ling of  the  neck,  and  is  cured  more  flowly  : upon 
this  metaftafis  bleeding  is  always  proper,  though 
thefe  parts  have  never  been  found  to  fuppurate.* 
A tranflation  from  this  part  again,  is  fome- 
times very  fuddenly  effected,  and  the  irritation 
then  generally  falls  upon  the  brain ; and  the 
word  confequences  are  juft ly  to  be  apprehended. 
Every  thing  neceflary  and  proper  for  the  true 
phrenitis  is  then  fpeedily  to  be  had  recourfe  to, 
and  the  tumefa&ion  invited  to  the  parts  it  has 
left ; and  until  that  can  be  effetfted  the  patient 
will  be  in  great  danger.  Such  a metaftafis  is 
much  more  common  in  North  America  than  it 
is  amongft  us.  - 


Hydrocephalus. 

This  complaint  is  diftinguifhed  into  the  ex- 
ternal, and  internal \ in  the  former,  the  water  lies 


* A fwelling  of  the  tefticles  attended  with  pyrexia,  but  un- 
accompanied with  any  afledtion  of  the  glands  of  the  face  or 
throat,  was  epidemic  not  long  fince  at  Wallingford,  in  Btrk- 
Jkire,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Golding. 

VOL.  I,  S 


Hydrocephalus. 


<2oS 

upon  the  furface  of  the  brain,  over  the  pia  mater, 
but  in  the  Jatter  it  is  feated  much  deeper,  within 
the  ventricles.  The  external  makes  its  appear- 
ance at,  or  it  is  faid,  in  fome  inftances,  foon  after 
birth  5 though  it  is  certain,  that  children  with 
hydrocephalus  externus  are  more  commonly  ftill- 
born.  I have,  neverthelefs,  known  three  arrive 
to  full  ten  years  of  age,*  who  were  then  unable 
to  walk,  or  even  to  fit  upright  in  a chair.  From 
a late  inflance,  however,  I have  learned,  that 
when  no  fymptoms  of  hydrocephalus  appear  at 
the  birth,  although  the  enlargement  fhould  be 
manifeft  very  foon  afterwards,  and  increafe  ra- 
pidly, the  water  is  fometimes , at  lead,  contained 
within  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  :-j*  and  from  the 
circumftance  of  no  children  living  long  with  an 

* See  Medical  Communications  y <vol.  i,  in  which  there  is  men- 
tion of  two  people  then  living,  one  of  whom  had  attained  the 
age  of  29,  and  the  other,  45  years:  the  former  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  any  enlargement  of  the  head  for  three  weeks 
after  birth. 

+ In  the  Medical  Journaly  <vol.  2.  /•  1,  an  inltance  is  related 
by  Mr.  E.  Ford,  of  a child  feized  w'ith  fymptoms  of  water  in 
the  head,  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  who  lived  eleven  months 
afterwards ; during  the  lad  eight  of  which  he  was  unable  to 
(land  upon  his  feet.  After  death,  the  futures  were  found  to 
be  feparated  to  a confiderable  degree,  the  ventricles  contain- 
ing eleven  ounces  of  water,  but  there  was  no  water  exterior 
to  the  brain. 
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internal  hydrocephalus,  but  fuch  whole  heads 
enlarge  within  a few  months  after  birth,  I fhould 
fufpedf  the  diforder  has,  in  fuch  inftances,  taken 
place  in  the  womb.  The  fetus,  at  this  time,  en- 
joying  only  a kind  of  vegetative  life,  may  come 
to  maturity  under  fuch  a difeafe ; various  in- 
ftances being  met  with,  in  which  full  grown 
fetufes  have  had  neither  head,  nor  heart,  nor 
lungs.  Accuftoined  to  the  above  mentioned 
difeafe,  we  may  prefume  fuch  infants  more 
likely  to  live  for  a certain  time  with  water  in 
the  ventricles,  than  thofe  in  whom  the  difeafe  is 
fuppofed  to  take  place,  fuddenly,  after  birth. 

In  the  inftance  alluded  to,  the  child’s  head 
began  to  be  fenfibly  enlarged  when  the  infant 
was  about  four  months  old,  and  the  child  lived 
to  the  fifth  year,  unable  to  walk,  or  even  to  fup- 
port  its  head.  Upon  a careful  examination  of 
the  parts  after  death,  the  water,  to  the  quantity 
of  three  pints,  as  I am  informed  by  the  furgeon, 
was  evidently  contained  within  the  ventricles, 
which  were  fo  ftretched  as  to  comprefs  the  brain 
in  fuch  a manner,  that  it  appeared  only  like  a 
fmooth  thick  membrane  within  the  dura  mater ; 
and  of  all  the  folid  contents  of  the  Ikull,  fcarce 
any  thing,  but  the  cerebellum  remained.  Tul- 
pius,  Hildanus,  Vesalius  and  Mort- 
gagni  have  noticed  the  like  in  children  from 
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two  to  five  years  of  age ; and  it  mufl  therefore 
be  flill  more  likely  to  happen  where  the  hydro- 
cephalus internus  has  taken  place  in  the  fetus  in 
utero,  when  the  brain  is  much  more  tender.  Dr. 
Whytt  of  Dublin  likewife,  mentions  no  lefs 
than  three  inflances  of  the  fame  kind,  in  which 
the  brain  was  fo  comprefled  by  the  great  quantity 
of  water  within  the  ventricles,  as  to  put  on  the 
appearance  of  only  a fmall  gland. 

The  external  hydrocephalus , at  whatever  period 
it  may  commence,  has  always  been  efteemed  a 
fatal,  as  well  as  moft  diftrefling  complaint ; but 
I have  been  informed,  that  where  the  diforder 
has  not  been  very  manifefl  at  the  birth,  blifters 
on  the  head  have  fenfibly  diminifhed  the  bulk. 
Thefe  fhould  be  applied,  fucceflively,  to  different 
parts,  efpeoially  along  the  top  of  the  head,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  longitudinal  finus,  fo  as  to  keep  up 
a conflant  difcharge ; which  from  the  good  ef- 
fects in  two  or  three  cafes,  when  had  recourfe  to 
in  good  time,  may  poffibly,  in  fome  inflances, 
effedt  a perfe£t  cure : at  leafl,  the  advantages 
already  obferved  are  fufficient  to  juflify  the  at- 
tempt, in  a diforder  hitherto  efteemed  incurable. 

Of  the  internal  watery-head  it  may  be  proper 
to  treat  more  largely.  This  melancholy  diforder 
feems  not  to  have  been  diftin<ftly  known  to  the 
ancients,  though  there  can  be  little  doubt,  it 
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mud  often  have  been  met  with  but  the  want 
of  thofe  frequent  examinations  of  dead  bodies 
which  the  moderns  have  made,  deprived  them  of 
thofe  opportunities  of  diftinguifhing  this  difeafe 
from  affedtions  of  the  head  arifing  from  other 
caufes.  Hieronymus  Mercurialis,*  who 
wrote  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
was  perhaps  the  firft  who  mentions  the  difeafe  as 
having  its  feat  in  the  ventricles.  Wepfer  alfo 
juft  fays,  that  water  has  been  found  in  the  cavi- 
ties of  the  brain. -p  Boerhaave,  Petit,  and 
others  have  likewife  fpoken  of  it ; but  no  author, 
I believe,  defcribed  it  at  all  accurately  before  Dr. 
Whytt,  who  wrote  exprefsly  on  the  internal 
watery-head,  anno  1768.  But  it  has  not  been 
generally  noticed,  that  the  water  lies  fometimes 
between  the  pia-mater  and  the  brain,  as  it  is 
found  to  do  in  maniacs ; and  1 have  met  with 
it  both  there  and  in  the  ventricles,  in  the  fame 
fubjedt,  and  always  in  infants  under  two  years 
old. 

The  Hydrocephalus,  indeed,  is  faid  ufually  to 
take  place  between  two,  and  ten  years  of  age ; 
but  1 have  known  fo  many  inftances  of  water  in 
the  head  being  found  after  death,  in  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  that  this  account  of  it, 

* Opufcula  aurea.  Lib,  de  Morbis  Puerorum. 

t Hiftor.  Apopledticorum. 
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probably,  is  not  very  accurate.  I have  noticed 
this  early  appearance  twice  in  the  fame  family ; 
the  infants  alfo  dying  fuddenly  without  any  pre- 
vious mark  of  the  difeafe  : but  as  no  dangerous 
fymptoms  of  any  other  kind  attended,  it  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted,  that  the  water  found  in  the 
ventricles  was  in  thefe  inftances  the  true  caufe  of 
the  fudden  death;  as  I am  fatisfied  it  hath  fome- 
times  been  in  others,  by  producing  a fit.  This 
complaint,  however,  at  whatever  early  period  it 
may  commence,  is  alfo  found  fometimes  to  take 
place  later  than  the  tenth  year.  It  is  a like  dan- 
gerous complaint  with  the  hydrocephalus  ex- 
ternus,  and  the  method  of  treatment,  not  yet 
well  eflablifhed ; and  as  it  can  fcarcely  be  afcer- 
tained  whether  any  have  recovered  from  it,  (the 
certainty  of  its  existence  rarely  being  known  but 
by  examination  after  death)  it  is  not  likely  that 
a very  determined,  and  fuccefsful  treatment  will 
fhortly  be  fettled. 

It  may  arife  from  falls  and  blows  on  the  head, 
from  fcirrhous  tumours  and  excrefcences  within 
the  fkull ; a watery  ftate  of  the  blood,  or  a lin- 
gering illnefs.  It  may  likewife,  probably,  be 
owing  to  preffure  on  the  brain  and  fulnefs  of  the 
vafcular  fyftem  from  other  caufes,  as  conceived 
by  Dr.  Quin.  I have,  at  leaft,  met  with  one 
cafe,  in  which  there  were  all  the  ufual  fymptoms 
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of  water  in  the  ventricles,  and  the  late  Dr. 
Warren  whom  I met  on  the  occafion,  was 
fully  of  that  opinion.  But  upon  examining  the 
head  thirty-fix  hours  after  death,  a great  number 
of  fharp  points  of  bone  were  found,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  fpinal  procefs  of  the  os  frontis, 
which  was  moft  uncommonly  long  and  fharp. 
The  veffels  were  all  found  very  turgid  with 
blood,  and  there  were  light,  flakey  appearances 
on  the  pia  mater,  fimilar  to  thofe  found  on  the 
peritonaeum,  pleura,  and  other  membranous  parts 
in  a ftate  of  inflammation.  In  this  cafe,  only 
half  an  ounce  of  water  was  found  in  the  ven- 
tricles. A fimilar  remark  is  made  by  Mr. 
Edward  Ford,*  who  obferves,  that  more  re- 
mote caufes  may  be  an  inflammation  of  the 
veffels  of  the  pia  mater,  which  may  owe  its 
origin  to  the  meafles,  fmall-pox,  fcrofula  and 
other  complaints ; which  may  affect  the  brain 
in  the  fame  manner  they  do  the  mefenteric  and 
other  glands.  As  the  difeafe  may  originate  from 
fuch  different  caufes,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  may  fometimes  be  a chronic  difeafe,  and  its 
appearances  very  infidious.  It  appears,  likewife, 
to  be  a family  complaint  in  fome  inftances ; for 
I have  known  fix  children,  born  of  the  fame 


* London  Medical  Journal,  Vol.  2,  part  i. 
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parents,  die  fucceffively  of  it  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  five  of  whom  were  afterwards  opened.— 
Children  with  a large  head  do  not  feem  to  be 
more  fubjedt  to  this  difeafe  than  other  children. 

The  attack  is  fometimes  very  fudden;  but  the 
complaint  more  commonly  begins  with  the  ap- 
pearances of  flow  fever,  efpecially  in  older  chil- 
dren, with  debility  of  the  arms,  and  pains  in  the 
limbs ; and  frequently  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
neck.  After  a while,  the  child  is  fuddenly  feized 
with  pain  in  the  head,  and  generally  in  the  fore 
part,  and  retches  once  or  more  : it  becomes 
heavy  and  dull ; can  bear  no  pofture  but  that  of 
lying  horizontally ; the  pulfe  becomes  irregular, 
but  ufually  very  how  : in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  the  faculties  and  fenfes  are  impaired,  and 
the  eyes  are  offended  by  the  light ; the  patient 
fees  objects  double,  and  becomes  delirious.  As 
the  difeafe  advances,  the  pulfe  grows  frequent, 
the  cheeks  become  flufned,  the  pupils  of  the 
eyes  are  dilated,  the  flools  and  urine  come  away 
involuntarily,  and  the  patient  lies  fleeping,  or  is 
convulfed. 

In  the  youngefl  fubjedts,  I have  known  it 
begin  with  a cough,  quick  pulfe,  and  difficulty 
of  breathing,  attended  with  circumfcribed  fluflied 
cheeks  as  in  teething,  recurring  on  every  little 
exertion,  with  continual  fever  and  coflivenefs ; 
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and  fometimes  a difcharge  from  the  nofe  and 
eyes.  Other  fymptoms  indicative  of  the  difeafe 
in  very  young  iubjedbs,  are,  a hand  often  put  to 
the  head,  or  lifted  upwards,  and  waving  about ; 
vomitings ; coftivenefs ; expreilion  of  anxiety, 
and  didike  to  be  moved ; at  other  times,  an  un- 
meaning look,  and  marks  of  infenfibility ; the 
fingers  often  clenched,  and  hands  tumid ; drovv- 
finefs ; picking  of  the  nofe,  and  grinding  of  the 
teeth  during  deep,  as  in  the  cafe  of  worms  : the 
eyes  are  in  fome  cafes  impatient  of  light,  in 
others,  vidon  is  fo  imperfedt  that  the  child  does 
not  regard  any  objedfs  however  clofe  to  them ; 
and  before  this  period,  one  or  both  the  eyes  are 
in  many  inftances  turned  towards  the  nofe.  The 
pupils  are  often  not  dilated  till  near  the  clofe  of 
the  difeafe,  and  fuch  young  patients  fometimes 
hear  and  comprehend,  and  take  food  to  the  lad, 
and  die  luddenly  upon  the  decline  of  the  febrile 
fymptoms,  when  they  have  been  thought  to  be 
recovering.  Thefe  and  other  fymptoms,  how- 
ever, laid  down  as  indications  of  water  in  the 
brain,  are,  in  fome  degree,  common  to  other 
difeafes  of  children,  efpecially  the  dilatation  of 
the  pupil  and  fieepinefs,  in  fevers  arifing  from 
foul  bowels,  as  will  be  noticed  below;  which,  I 
am  perfuaded,  are  fometimes  miftaken  for  the 
fever  of  hydrocephalus.  In  fuch  cafes,  fome 
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children  have  been  erroneoufly  thought  to  have 
recovered  from  this  difeafe,  efpecially  if  calomel 
has  been  adminidered,  though  with  another  view, 
while  others  have  perifhed  from  improper  treat- 
ment, and  midaking  their  complaint.  Perhaps, 
the  mod  decided  fymptoms  early  in  the  difeafe 
(at  which  time  it  is  of  the  mod  importance  to 
afcertain  it)  are,  an  inclination  to  lie  on  the  back, 
and  unwillingnefs  to  be  moved,  and  an  increafe 
of  pain  in  the  head  upon  being  raifed  from  a 
fupine  to  an  ere<d  podure  : but  efpecially  an 
almod  c.ondant  drowfinefs,  and  a tendency  to 
fall  adcep,  after  being  roufed  by  being  lifted  up, 
or  otherwife  didurbed.  Sometimes,  however, 
neither  thefe,  nor  other  decided  fymptoms  are 
found  to  take  place  until  the  fecond  dage  of  the 
difeafe. 

Though  it  is  fometimes  a very  fliort  difeafe, 
and  at  others,  of  many  months  danding,  it  feems 
always  to  be  divided  into  three  dages  -f*  which 
are  bed  didinguifhed  by  the  date  of  the  pulfe. 
In  the  fird,  the  pulfe  is  always  quick  as  in  other 
complaints  attended  with  fever ; in  the  fecond, 
it  is  flow,  irregular,  and  often  intermitting ; and 
in  the  third  it  becomes  again  very  quick,  and 
ufually  regular.  The  urine  frequently  depofits 

* See  a Treatife  on  this  difeafe  by  Dr.  Charles  Wil- 
liam Quin.  Anno  1750. 
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a fediment  of  a light  confidence,  and  white  co- 
lour ; and  the  breath  has  an  offenfive  and  fickly 
fmell,  efpecially  in  the  laft  flage. 

From  what  has  been  advanced,  it  is  difficult 
to  fay  if  medicines  are  fo  often  fuccefsful  as  hath 
fometimes  been  imagined  ; for  when  a patient 
recovers,  it  has  been  faid,  it  may  be  fufpe&ed 
he  has  not  had  the  true  difeafe.  I offer  this 
fufpicion  as  well  from  my  own  experience,  as 
from  the  doubts  entertained  by  other  writers ; 
having  fometimes  been  perfuaded,  (and  fupported 
in  that  opinion  in  confultations)  that  infants  have 
been  ill  of  water  in  the  head,  who  have  after- 
wards recovered  from  the  ufe  of  medicines 
adapted  to  fever  from  a foul  date  of  the  bowels. 
Two  fuch  children,  befides  the  dilated  pupil  and 
other  ufual  fymptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  lod  the 
ufe  of  their  fpeech,  (and  one  of  them,  of  the 
fight)  for  feveral  days;  but  recovered  after  a 
daily  difcharge  of  very  uncommon  dools,  re- 
fembling  the  meconium  of  infants.  And  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  only  calomel  brought 
thefe  away;  the  experiment  being  repeatedly 
made  by  omitting  it,  and  giving  only  the  in- 
fufion  of  fenna;  but  upon  the  calomel  being 
exhibited  again,  the  fame  dools  were  always 
obferved,  as  black  and  adhefive  as  meconium,* 

# Stools  of  this  colour-  take  place  in  the  month,  Jong  after 
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and  in  very  great  quantity,  until  the  children 
perfectly  recovered. 

Whatever  may  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  the 
immediate  caufe  of  hydrocephalus,  practitioners 
feem  chiefly  to  have  depended  on  repeated 
bleedings ; purges  with  jalap,  or  calomel ; blis- 
ters to  the  neck,  or  head,  diuretic  medicines, 
and  the  external  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment. 
A large  bleeding  early  in  the  difeafe  I have 
thought  very  beneficial,  efpecially  in  children 
of  a robuft  habit.  The  ufe  of  fternutatories,  as 
the  compound  powder  of  afarum,  or  white  hele- 
bore,  have  likewife  been  recommended  by  fome 
experienced  practitioners:  and  poflibly,  with 
fome  little  profpedt  of  advantage,  fome  children 
having  recovered  in  confequence  of  a difeharge 
of  a thin  fluid  by  the  noflriis,  as  Dr.  Harvey 
acquainted  me  he  had  feen  in  two  inftances. 
With  a view  to  promoting  abforption,  electri- 
city has  likewife  been  recommended  : to  all 
which  I would  add  the  application  of  a narrow 
cauflic  upon  the  head,  along  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  longitudinal  finus,  inftead  of  trufling  to  a 
fmall  blifier  on  the  crown. 

the  meconium  Teems  to  have  been  duly  carried  off,  when  in- 
fants are  very  dangcroufly  ill ; though  it  is  at  other  times 
a very  harmlefs  fymptom,  as  will  be  noticed  in  vol.  iii. 
where  notice  is  taken  of  Tuckling,  and  Tore-nipples. 
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Though  I have  made  mention  of  mercury,  f 
cannot  (ay  I have  feen  any  decidedly  good  effects 
from  its  ufe,  either  as  a purge  or  an  alterative 
(after  the  difeafe  has  been  clearly  afcertained  ;) 
adminiflered  either  externally  or  internally, 
though  I have  had  recourfe  to  it  very  early  as 
well  as  late  in  the  difeafe.  Should  the  ufe  of  it, 
however,  be  determined  upon  ; in  which  ever 
way  it  may  be  advifed,  it  fhould  be  affifted  by 
diuretics.  Calomel  is  probably  the  fitted  pre- 
paration for  internal  ufe ; though  the  quickfilver, 
together  with  diuretics,  has  been  thought  to  be 
adminiflered  with  fuccefs  in  the  following  form, 
to  infants  of  two  or  three  years  of  age. 

R.  Confedt.  Aromat.  gj. 

Hydrargyr.  purif.  9j. 

Simul  terantur  donee  globuli  vifum  fugerint., 

R.  Mafias  fupraprasfcriptse  9 ft. 

Pulver.  Scillas  gr.  ft. 

Aquas  Menth.  fativze  ^ f$. 

Spir.  Aither.  nitrofi  gtts.  x. 

Mifce, 

Fiat  hauflus,  bis  terve  in  die  fumendus. 

The  external  application  of  mercury  has  how- 
ever, been  more  generally  preferred,  as  adting 
more  powerfully  on  the  fyflem,  and  creating 
lefs  diforder  in  the  bowels.  Some  phyficians 
have  directed  it  to  be  ufed  both  externally  and 
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internally ; and  it  may  fo  be  made  ufe  of  very 
freely,  as  a falivation  is  not  very  eafily  raifed  in 
young  children,  efpecially  in  this  difeafe. 

Though  I have  faid  that  I cannot  boaft  of 
fuccefs  in  the  recourfe  I have  had  to  mercury,  it 
is  proper,  however,  to  obferve,  that  it  has  been 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Drs.  Carmichael 
Smyth,  Dobson,  John  Hunter,  Hay- 
garth,  Mosely,  and  Dr.  Armstrong; 
but  I am  informed  by  other  phyficians  of  emi- 
nence, that  they  have  not  been  fo  fuccefsful  in 
the  ufe  of  it ; and  fome  good  arguments  have 
lately  been  advanced  againfl  an  indifcriminate 
recourfe  to  it,  by  Dr.  John  Warren;  who 
advifes  trial  to  be  made  of  emetics. 

The  digitalis  purpurea  has  lately  fuceeded  in 
one  inflance,  and  that  a moft  unpromifing  one ; 
the  patient  a youth  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  having  been  fome  time  greatly  convulfed, 
and  able  to  fwallow  only  with  great  difficulty. 
This  medicine  was  given  in  a ftrong  tindlure, 
half  an  ounce  of  the  dried-leaf  being  infufed 
in  two  ounces  of  brandy,  of  which  from  five 
to  twenty  drops  were  taken  once  in  five  hours. 
It  a<5ted,  as  ufual,  very  powerfully  as  a diuretic, 
but  without  producing  any  unfavourable  fymp- 
toms,  and  though  it  was  long  ago  given  un- 
fuccefsfully  in  fome  inftances,  by  the  late  Dr. 
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Fothergill,  may  be  worthy  of  further  trial ; 
but  fhould  generally  be  joined  with  aromatics. 

As  I am  always  happy  in  the  opportunity  of 
reflecting  any  light  upon  obfcure  difeafes,  I fhall 
clofe  thefe  means  of  cure  with  fome  obfervations 
from  Drs.  Percival*  and  Temple,  as  well 
as  from  Dr.  Rush,  and  fince  confirmed  by  Dr. 
Paterson  ; but  not  having  had  experience  of 
their  efficacy,  I offer  them  only  as  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  feveral  writers. 

The  latter  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
commencement  of  this  difeafe  is  always  truly 
inflammatory,  being  what  he  calls  a phrenicula, 
or  diminutive  fpecies  of  phrenitis,  and  that  it 
fhould  be  treated  boldly  as  an  acute  difeafe  : 
the  aqueous  effufion,  he  is  perfuaded,  being  the 
mere  effeCt  of  inflammation : the  tender  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  brain,  during  infancy  very  probably 
rendering  that  vifcus  more  liable  to  fuch  a con- 
fequence  than  it  is  at  a more  advanced  age. 

Dr.  Rush  fpeaks  of  great  fuccefs  in  treating 
the  complaint  agreeably  to  this  idea,  and  advifes ; 

i ft.  Bleeding,  which  in  fome  cafes  he  direCls 
to  be  repeated  feveral  times  in  the  firft  ftage  of 
the  difeafe. 

The  fecond  remedy  in  this  ftage  is,  purging, 
plentifully  and  repeatedly  y to  which  he  was  firft 


* See  Medical  Fa  fit  % vol.  x. 


Hydrocephalus. 


encouraged  from  the  benefit  derived  from  that 
remedy  in  palfies,  and  other  cafes  of  congeftion 
in  the  brain. 

3d.  Blitters  to  the  head,  neck  and  temples, 
for  the  relief  of  the  pain  in  the  head  ; which  are, 
therefore,  proper  in  any  ttage  of  the  diford er. 

4th.  With  the  like  view,  iinen  cloths,  dipped 
in  cold  vinegar,  or  ice-water,  and  applied  to 
the  forehead. 

5th.  Mercury,  particularly  calomel,  as  a 
purge,  in  any  ttage  ; but  mercury  in  larger 
quantities,  as  a ftimulant,  as  foon  as  may  be  af- 
ter the  inflammatory  a&ion  of  the  fyftem  is  fuf- 
ficiently  fubdued  by  previous  evacuations,  or 
otherwife.  Bark,  wine  and  opium,  he  fays, 
promife  fuccefs  only  in  the  laft  ttage  of  the  dif- 
order,  aflifted  by  mercury,  where  the  ftate  of 
the  fyftem  may  call  for  them. 

If  we  may  place  much  confidence  in  thefe  ob- 
fervations  of  Dr.  Rush,  whole  theory  appears 
to  be  fupported  by  plaufible  reafoning  and  the 
hiftory  of  feveral  fuccefsful  cafes,  fome  further 
light  feems  to  be  thrown  upon  this  dangerous 
difeafe  ; and  the  indications  for  the  antiphlogiftic 
plan,  particularly  bleeding,  and  the  proper  ufe 
of  mercury,  pointed  out  with  fomewhat  more 
precifion  than  hitherto. 

The  chief  doubt  remaining,  is,  that  his  pa- 
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tients  may  have  recovered  from  Tome  very  dif- 
ferent complaint,  particularly  fever  from  foul 
bowels  ; in  which  it  has  been  faid,  both  the  head 
and  eyes  are  often  greatly  affected.  And  this 
may  be  the  more  apprehended,  from  many  of 
thofe  who  die  of  hydrocephalus  being  very  ten- 
der, and  previoufly  fickly  children,  who  can 
neither  endure  much  evacuation  of  blood,  nor 
much  purging ; and  in  whom,  indeed,  there 
are  no  fymptoms  of  congeftion  either  of  folid 
feces,  bile  or  other  alvine  ftimulant. 

The  intentions  of  cure  as  laid  down  by  Dr. 
Percival  are  very  fimilar  to  the  foregoing,  be- 
ing calculated,  he  fays, 

To  mitigate  the  pain  and  fpafm  ; 

To  promote  abforption  ; and 
To  increafe  the  ferous  excretions. 

When  the  pain  and  fpafms  are  confiderable, 
he  advifes  opiates  in  large  and  repeated  dofes, 
unlefs  there  be  coma,  and  in  that  cafe,  he  fub- 
flitutes  mufk  combined  with  fal  cornu  cervi. 
He  diredts  repeated  blifters  to  the  head,  and  re- 
commends joining  the  digitalis  with  opium  and 
calomel ; though  he  is  inclined  to  think,  that 
the  good  effedts  produced  by  this  compofition 
are  rather  attributable  to  the  combination  of  the 
opium  and  calomel,  than  to  the  digitalis.  If 

VOL  i.  T 
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the  mercury  be  difpofed  to  run  off  by  the  intef- 
tines,  he  guards  it  further  by  opium. 

Dr.  Temple*  having  obferved,  that  the  do- 
ronicum  germanicum  adminiftered  in  fome  pa- 
ralytic afFedlions  was  difpofed  to  excite  the  cu- 
ticular  vefTels  in  the  head,  in  a very  extraordi- 
nary manner,  producing  a copious  fweating  of 
the  part,  was  led  to  advife  it  in  hydrocephalus 
internus  j and  in  a recent  infhance  with  marked 
fuccefs,  in  confequence  of  an  abundant  perfpi- 
ration  from  the  head.  Opium  and  calomel  were, 
indeed,  joined  with  it,  but  as  it  is  not  known, 
he  fays,  that  fuch  effects  have  been  produced 
from  the  combination  of  mercury  and  opium, 
he  concludes,  that  the  doronicum  had  a confi- 
derable  (hare  in  them.T 

As  a prophylactic,  or  preventive,  where  fe- 
veral  children  in  a family  may  have  buffered  by 
it,  fome  writers  have  advifed  a cauflic  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  And  other  phy- 
fcians  have  thought,  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  has  been  flopped,  after  threatening  fymp- 
toms  had  taken  place,  by  covering  the  whole 
crown  of  the  head  by  a blifter,  and  keeping  the 

* See  his  Praftice  of  Phyjtc. 

f It  hence  appears,  that  Dr.  Temple  had  not  feen  Dr. 
Per  ci  v a i/s  remarks  on  this  difeafe — How  very  differently 
do  jnen  oftentimes  argue  from  the  fame  fa£t ! 
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fore  open  for  a year  or  more  ; of  the  good  effects 
of  which,  I have  feen  one  inftance,  in  a family 
where  the  complaint  had  been  three  times  fatal.* 

General  Observations  on  the  Small-pox 
and  Measles,  with  Cursory  Remarks 
071  Inoculation. 

It  will  fcarcely  be  expected,  that  I fhould 
treat  diftindtly  of  thefe  difeafes  in  their  feveral 
varieties,  being  in  no  refpedt  peculiar  to  child- 
hood, nor  of  a nature  to  demand  a full  invefti- 
gation  in  a work  of  this  kind ; and  are  noticed 
only  to  point  out  a few  principal  indications,  and 
to  introduce  fome  pradtical  obfervations  in  regard 
to  Inoculation. 

Though  the  Small-pox  is  a complaint  fo  in- 

* It  may  be  worth  noticing  in  this  place  the  manner  of 
making  a perpetual  Milter,  or  what  is  called  a perpetual  iffue, 
at  Edinburgh  ; which  is,  by  applying  a plalter,  confilting  of 
equal  parts  of  eplallrum  velicat.  and  cereum.  This  it  is 
faid,  does  not  erafe  the  cuticle,  or  erode  the  parts  under  it, 
but  leaves  them  entire,  and  lets  the  hair  grow  up.  As  thefe, 
in  ten  or  twelve  days,  pufh  off  the  plalter,  it  is  necelfary  to 
leave  off  the  plalter,  and  as  foon  as  the  Ikin  can  bear  the  razor, 
to  take  off  the  hair,  and  apply  a frefh  plalter.  This  gives 
lefs  pain,  is  free  from  the  inconvenience  ufually  attending 
the  bliltering  plalter,  where  the  cantharides  is  abforbed,  and 
gets  into  the  blood,  whereby  a Itrangury  is  brought  on. 
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cident  to  the  early  part  ot  life,  that  compara- 
tively few  children  living  to  the  age  of  eight  or 
ten  years  are  found  to  efcape  it,  yet  it  is  not  fo 
readily  communicated,  in  the  flate  of  early  in- 
fancy , as  hath  been  generally  imagined,  unlefs 
by  immediate  infection.*  This  is  equally  true 

* Some  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  this  aflertion  may  be 
gathered  from  the  corifideration  of  there  always  exifting  a far 
greater  number  of  infants  within  the  month,  than  of  children 
of  any  other  age ; and  for  the  like  reafon,  a greater  number 
of  thofe  under  a year  old,  than  of  fuch  as  are  two  or  three 
years  of  age.  For  it  is  evident,  that  every  infant  dying  at 
the  earlier  periods,  mult  reduce  the  number  to  which  thofe 
of  the  more  advanced  ages  might  otherwife  have  amounted  ; 
whereas,  all  the  children  who  arrive  to  two  or  three  years  of 
age,  having  been  firft  infants  in  the  month,  and  of  one  year 
old,  the  number  of  the  latter  periods  is  not  diminifhed  by 
the  death  of  thofe  of  a more  advanced  age.  Now,  everyone 
knows  how  very  few  infants  he  has  heard  of  who  have  re- 
ceived  the  fmall-pox,  naturally,  in  the  month,  or  even  with- 
in the  year;  though  fewer  of  thefe  are  inoculated  than  of 
children  above  a year  old.  And  this  exemption  from  the 
natufal  fmall-pox  does  not  feem  to  arife  from  their  not  being 
expofed  to  the  ordinary  means  of  contagion,  efpecially  among 
the  middling  and  lower  ranks  of  people,  who  form  the  bulk 
of  mankind;  fince  the  medical  men  who  ufually  attend  fuch 
lying-in  rooms,  are  very  much  in  the  habit  both  of  vifiting 
patients  in  the  fmall-pox,  and  of  inoculating,  all  the  year 
round  : and  even  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  if  gentlemen  in 
the  general  pra&ice  of  phyfic  happen  to  be  confulted,  the 
chance  of  their  vifiting  at  the  fame  time  infe&ed  patients,  is 
not  fo  fmall  as  may  be  imagined  i not  to  fpeak  of  the  proba- 
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in  regard  to  many  other  difeafes,  as  I have  no- 
ticed elfewhere,  and  the  principle  may  very  pro- 
bably be,  as  conceived  by  Mr.  Kite,  that  the 
younger  and  weaker  the  fubjedt  is,  the  lefs  of 
life  it  pofTefles,  and  the  lefs  fufceptibility  it  has 
for  thefe  complaints. 

The  poor  furnilh  frequent  inftances  of  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation.  I have  attended 
where  children  born  in  an  air,  faturated  as  it 
were,  with  the  miafma  of  this  difeafe,  (as  well 

as  of  the  meafles)  and  even  lying  continually  in 

« 

a cradle  in  which  another  child  has  died  a few 
days  before,  have,  neverthelefs,  efcaped  the  dif- 
eafe, and  fometimes,  when  they  have  flept  to- 
gether in  the  fame  bed  with  one  loaded  with  it. 
Hence  it  appears,  that  highly  tainted  air,  and 
even  perfonal  contact,  are  often  infufficient  to 
communicate  the  virus.  Yet  we  know  that  in- 
fants are  very  eafily  infe&ed,  receiving  the  fmall- 
pox  by  inoculation  as  readily  as  adults  ; though 
neither  are  at  all  times  equally  fufceptible  of  it.* 


bility  there  is,  thatfome  one  of  the  numerous  vifiters,  during 
the  month,  may  by  accident  or  otherwife,  have  been  in  fome 
infected  houfe  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  in  which  their  vifits 
may  be  made. 


* Dr.  Young  inoculated  feveral  children  at  the  Royal  In- 
firmary at  Edinburgh  at  about  a week  old;  yet  in  none  of 
them  could  he  perceive  the  infe&ion  to  take  place.  And  a 
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Perhaps  this  latter  circumftance  may  not  always 
be  fufficiently  attended  to  -}  the  mode  of  inocula- 
tion being  often  blamed,  when  its  failure  may 
be  owing  to  the  indifpofed  habit  of  the  child. 
Po&bly,  on  this  account,  it  may  not  be  perfectly 
fafe  to  urge  it,  at  fuch  a time ; at  lead,  in- 
ftances  are  not  wanting,  where  twice  introduc- 
ing the  virus  having  failed,  an  infant  has  had  the 
difeafe  very  feverely,  and  even  fatally,  upon  its 
being  repeated  a third  time. — In  no  other  view, 
I imagine,  can  the  repetition  be  accounted  ha- 
zardous ; and  this  holds  out  encouragement  to 
fuch  as  from  any  uncertainty  in  regard  to  infec- 
tion, may  wifh  to  be  inoculated  once  or  more ; 
Dr.  Richard  de  Hautefiercy*  having  in- 
oculated a young  perfon  every  fortnight,  for  a 
whole  year.  The  lirfh  of  thefe  operations  com- 
municated the  difeafe,  and  the  fubfequent  ones 
in  no  wife  injured  his  health. 

But  in  whatever  way  the  fmall-pox  or  meafles 
may  take  place,  they  are  to  be  treated  as  in 

j 

rcfpe&able  phyfician  lately  informed  me,  that  he  knew  a 
young  woman  to  be  .inoculated  eight  times  in  the  courfe  of 
thirty  days,  who  alfo  at  the  fame  time  attended  feveral 
children  who  had  the  fmall-pox  from  inoculation,  and  yet 
was  not  infedled  herfelf.  She,  nevcrthelefs,  caught  that 
diltemper  about  feven  weeks  afterwards,  and  died  of  a con- 
fluent fort. 

* Nic.  Rofen-von  Rofenflein, 
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adults,  with  but  little  other  difference  than  what 
every  practitioner  is  well  acquainted  with,  that 
of  greater  caution  and  tendernefs ; as  infants 
cannot  bear  the  powerful  antiphlogiftic  regimen 
and  evacuations,  often  proper  for  the  other.* 

In  regard  to  the  difeafe  itfelf,  it  may  juft  be 
obferved,  that  in  the  mild  diftindt  fmall-pox  the 
eruption  does  not  appear  till  the  fourth  day,  in- 
clufive  from  the  attack ; but  in  the  fevere,  con- 
fluent kind,  on  the  third,  and  even  fometimes 
early  on  the  fecond  day.  In  the  former  alfo,  the 
fever  and  other  complaints  ufually  vanifh  upon 
the  eruption  appearing  on  the  fkin,  whereas  in 
the  confluent,  however,  it  may  abate  for  a fhort 
time,  the  fever  is  rekindled,  and  increafes  with 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  There  are  likewife 
fome  peculiarities  in  regard  to  young  children, 
both  in  the  mode  of  attack,  and  in  the  fymp- 
toms  attending  the  latter  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
which  may  be  flightly  noticed  in  this  place. 
The  vomiting,  fhivering,  and  pain  in  the  back, 
and  head,  being  rarely  fucceeded  by  a fweat  in 
infants,  and  is  far  lefs  common  in  all  young 
children  than  adults,  under  any  of  their  com- 
plaints, and  is  lefs  commonly  falutary,  or  criti- 
cal. In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  there  is  like- 

* Ex  toto,  non  fic  pueri,  ut  viri,  curari,  debent.  CfL- 
sus.  Lib.  in.  cnp.y.p.  134. 
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wife  as  frequent  a difference,  children  having 
ufually  a purging  in  the  bad  confluent  fort,  in 
the  place  of  that  falivation  which  ufually  appears 
in  adults.  Thefe  circumflances,  as  well  as  their 
tender  age,  will  call  for  feme  little  diverfity  in  the 
treatment ; with  all  which,  however,  the  reader 
is  fuppofed  to  be  acquainted,  who  will  be  care- 
ful to  make  proper  diferiminations  in  this  com- 
plex difeafe. 

In  regard  to  the  Measles  it  needs  only  to 
be  remarked,  that  not  only  ought  the  belly  to  be 
kept  open  throughout  the  difeafe,  and  cooling 
medicines,  and  diluting  drinks  be  adminiifered  ; 
but  unlefs  the  children  be  very  young,  they  will 
bear  and  even  require  one  or  more  bleedings,  at 
any  period  of  it  when  the  fymptoms  indicate  its 
propriety.*  And,  indeed,  the  cure  of  the  fe- 

* In  all  cafes  of  local  inflammation,  or  tendency  to  it, 
topical  bleedings  fliould  have  the  preference,  efpecially  if  it 
be  not  necefiary  to  take  away  a large  quantity  of  blood, 
(which  it  can  rareiy  be  in  young  children  ;)  or  if  the  opera- 
tion be  often  repeated.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  therefore, 
if  the  child  be  very  young,  or  very  weak,  it  may  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  draw  off  a little  blood  by  leeches,  from  feme  part 
about  the  chefl.  But  fliould  it  be  defigned  only  to  leflen  the 
quantity  of  the  blood,  they  may  be  more  conveniently  ap- 
plied to  the  leg,  or  arm,  as  the  dhild  will  be  lefs  expofed  to 
taking  cold  during  their  application;  and  if  the  leeches 
fliould  not  draw  well,  thofe  parts  can  afterwards  be  com- 
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condary  fever,  and  cough,  however  long  they 
may  continue,  will  turn  upon  repeated  bleed- 
ings, laxatives,  and  a total  abftinence  from 
wine,  and  ail  animal  food. — It  may  be  juft  re- 
marked, that  inftances  occur  even  in  the  benign 
mealies,  of  the  eruption  continuing  much  longer 
than  four  days  before  it  begins  to  dry  off. 

I have  now  only  to  drop  a word  or  two  more 
on  the  fubjed  of  Inoculation , and  principally, 
becaufe  parents  are  very  apt  to  fall  into  great 
miftakes  refpeding  the  age,  and  circumftances 
moft  proper  for  this  operation,  and  fometimes 
draw  medical  people  into  an  imprudent  com- 
pliance. 

It  is  too  common  an  opinion  that  a very 
young  infant,  fucking  at  the  bread,  is  the  fitted 
fubjed  for  inoculation.  Children  are  then  faid 
to  be  clear  from  humours,  their  blood  mild  and 
balfamic,  their  food  innocent,  and  their  minds 
free  from  all  violent  paflions.  But  all  thefe  ad- 
vantages may  be  counterbalanced  by  the  deli- 
cacy of  their  frame,  their  difpofition  to  fpafm, 
and  their  inability  to  ftruggle  with  a fevere  at- 
tack of  the  difeafe,  if  it  fhould  chance  to  fall  to 
their  fhare.  And  fuch,  indeed,  are  the  fads  : 

modioufly  immerfed  in  warm  water  to  promote  the  bleeding; 
or  a bandage  may  be  eafilv  applied  to  reltrain  it,  if  it  (hould 
prove  too  profufe. 
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infants  ufually  have  the  fmall-pox  very  lightly, 
whether  taken  naturally,  or  from  inoculation, 
though  in  both  there  are  a few  indances  of  their 
expiring  in  a fit  at  the  time  of  the  eruption  ; and 
they  feldom  get  through  the  difeafe,  if  they  are 
full,  or  it  proves  of  the  confluent,  or  malignant 
kind.  And  this  furni flies  a peculiar  objedion 
to  inoculating  infants  at  the  bread,  which  arifes 
from  their  neceffarily  lying  fo  much  on  the  arm 
of  the  fuckling  mother,  or  nurfe,  efpecially  in 
the  night ; the  heat  expofing  them  to  a much 
more  copious  eruption,  than  children  who  are 
weaned.  This  I have  feen  clearly  exemplified 
in  the  inflance  of  a child  whofe  mother  could 
fuckle  only  with  the  right  bread ; the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  the  left  fide  of  the  child  was 
perfectly  loaded  with  the  eruption,  (though  the 
pock  was  of  the  didind  kind)  whild  the  other 
had  only  a moderate  fprinkling.  The  child, 
however,  funk  under  the  fecondary  fever  at  the 
end  of  five  or  fix  weeks,  though  turned  of  two 
years  old;  the  only  child  I have  known  to  die  of 
inoculation  at  fo  advanced  an  age.  A fimilar  in- 
flance is  related  by  Mr.  Mofs ; who  not  being 
able  to  prevail  on  a young  woman  whom  he  had 
inoculated,  to  keep  her  feet  (which  were  very 
cold)  out  of  the  warm  aflies  of  a hearth -fire,  at 
the  time  of  the  eruption,  they  were,  in  conle- 
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quence,  fo  loaded  with  it,  as  to  appear  one  con- 
tinued blitter ; though  the  difeafe  was  very  dif- 
tind:,  and  went  on  favourably  in  other  parts. 

I am  aware  that  many  children  are  inoculated 
very  young,  and  even  in  the  month,  and  gene- 
rally with  very  good  fuccefs;  but  the  frequency 
of  this  pradice,  among  eminent  furgeons,  is 
owing  to  the  urgent  folicitation  of  parents,  and 
their  fear  of  contagion.  I cannot  therefore  avoid 
faying,  that  however  few  may  die  under  inocu- 
lation, under  any  circumftances,  the  fid;  is,  that 
the  far  greater  proportion  that  I happen  to  have 
had  an  account  of,  is  amongft  infants  under  fix 
months  old.  A remarkable  proof  of  this  difpro- 
portion  appeared  a few  years  ago  under  a general 
inoculation  at  Luton , during  the  progrefs  of  a 
malignant  fmall-pox  ; which  had  carried  off  one 
half  of  thofe  who  were  attacked  by  it  in  the 
natural  way.  In  the  midft  of  this  fatality, 
twelve  hundred  and  fifteen  paupers  were  inocu- 
lated, through  the  humanity  of  the  prefent 
Bifhop  of  St.  David's ,*  many  of  whom  refufed 
all  preparatory  medicines,  and  were  befides  ad- 
dicted to  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors : neverthe- 
lefs,  out  of  th  t twelve  hundred  and  fifteen , only  five 
died — all  of  whom  were  infants  under  four  months 

* See  a Trad;  on  Malignant  Fevers,  by  the  late  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fordyce,  1790. 
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old. — Seven  hundred  adult  people  of  better  con- 
dition, in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  were  inocu- 
lated a fhort  time  afterwards,  and  with  the  like 
good  fuccefs  with  the  former. 

From  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  Is  pretty 
evident,  I think,  that  this  operation  ought,  in 
general,  to  be  poftponed  to  a later  period,  which 
is  pointed  out  by  the  child  having  cut  all  its 
firft  teeth.  To  which  may  be  added  the  obfer- 
vation  juft  made,  that  infants  are  not  much  dif- 
pofed  to  take  the  fmall-pox  naturally ; and  that 
more  than  fifty  children  die  under  the  age  of  two 
years,  of  other  complaints,  to  one  that  dies  of 
the  natural  fmall-pox.  Should  it,  however, 
be  in  the  fame  houfe,  or  prevail  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  parents  find  it  difficult  to 
remove  the  child  out  of  the  way,  it  may  run 
a lefs  rifk  in  being  immediately  inoculated,  as 
that  operation  is  now  fo  well  underflood,  and 
fuccefsfully  conducted,  than  by  taking  the  chance 
of  efcaping  the  infection,  or  of  recovering  from 
thedifeafe,  if  it  fhould  happen  to  take  place.  I 
ill  all  juft  obferve,  however,  on  this  head,  that 
the  late  Professor  Monro,  feems  to  recom- 
mend the  ufe  of  a bath  of  water  and  juniper- 
berries,  and  fumigating  the  chamber  with  the 
juniper-tree,  during  the  courfc  of  fevere  fmall- 
pox  ; which  is  faid  to  have  fucceeded  in  eight  or 
nine  inftances  as  a preventive. 
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The  inoculation  of  pregnant-women  being,  in 
certain  inftances,  dangerous  to  the  infant,  it  is 
prefumed,  that  it  cannot  be  totally  foreign  from 
the  fubjed,  to  annex  a caution  on  that  head  ; it 
having  until  of  late  been  generally  imagined, 
that  the  child  is  not  infeded  by  the  parent 
palling  through  the  fmall-pox,  whether  from 
inoculation,  or  otherwife.  It  is,  indeed,  com- 
paratively rare,  that  the  unborn  fetus  takes  the 
difeafe,  howfoever  feverely  the  mother  may  fuffer 
by  it ; yet  from  a very  accurate  account  of  this 
matter  lately  publifhed  by  Dr.  Pearson,  and 
fome  cafes  by  Meffrs.  C.  Kite  of  Gravefend , 
and  W.  Turnbull,  the  fad:  is  eftablifhed  as 
the  refult  of  much  experience  and  refledion, 
where  the  parent  has  been  infeded  after  the 
fixth  month  of  geftation.  Previous  to  that 
period,  however,  the  fetus  (whatever  be  the 
caufe)  has  very  feldom  been  known  to  take  the 
difeafe ; and  later  than  that,  it  is  prefumed,  few 
mothers  would  be  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the  ope- 
ration, unlefs  from  fome  urgent  neceffity.  The 
parent,  it  is  added,  is  not  in  much  additional 
danger  from  being  inoculated  in  a date  of  preg- 
nancy, unlefs  the  difeafe  fhould  prove  conlider- 
ably  more  fevere  than  it  is  ever  expeded,  from 
inoculation  ; but  when  communicated  to  the 
fetus,  the  infant  always  dies.  An  inftance  of 
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infection  at  an  early  period  of  geflation,  lias 
lately  been  adduced  by  Mr.  Rum  ball  of 
Abingdon ; the  fetus  taking  the  infection  when 
its  mother  had  only  completed  the  fourth  month 
of  geftation.  She  was  then  feized  with  the  na- 
tural fmall-pox  of  a bad  confluent  kind,  and 
recovering  with  difficulty,  was  delivered,  at  the 
end  of  the  feventh  month,  of  an  infant  who  bore 
ftrong  marks  of  the  difeafe,  and  furvived  only 
half  an  hour. 

In  regard  to  inoculation  of  the  Meafles , it 
may  juft  be  noticed,  that  Dr.  Francis  Home 
is  laid  to  have  practifed  it,  in  feveral  inftances, 
with  fuccefs,  and  that  Dr.  Rosens tein  feems 
to  intimate  the  example  having  been  followed  in 
Sweden .* 


Varicella,  or  Chicken-pox. 

Though  this  difeafe  is,  indeed,  ufually  a 
very  light  one,  it  merits  a few  words,  not  only 
becaufe  more  incident,  perhaps,  to  children  than 
to  adults,  but  alfo  that  it  is  fometimes  miftaken 
for  the  mild  fmall-pox  ; which  it  fometimes  ex- 
ceeds in  violence,  and  is  now  and  then  even  at- 
tended with  danger.  This  is,  indeed,  fo  uncom- 
mon, that  the  difeafe  has  been  very  feldom  no- 
ticed by  medical  writers ; and  even  Dr.  He- 


* Treatife  on  the  Difeafe  s of  Children.  1771. 
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berden,  who  was  among  the  firfl  that  obliged 
the  public  with  a diflincl  account  of  it,  fays  he 
never  law  ‘ any  perfon  with  lo  many  as  three 
hundred  puftules  over  the  whole  body.  Phy- 
ficians,  indeed,  as  he  obferves,  are  not  often 
called  to  vifit  patients  under  a complaint  ufually 
fo  trifling,  or  a gentleman  of  his  long  and  ex- 
tenfive  practice,  would  have  met  with  inftances 
in  which  it  muft  have  appeared  of  more  confe- 
quence,  as  will  prefently  be  noticed. 

It  is  from  this  difparity,  I apprehend,  that  this 
diforder  is  fometimes  denominated  the  fwine-pox, 
which  is  only  a ranker  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  in 
which  the  fymptoms  may  run  higher,  as  well  as 
the  puftules  become  much  larger,  and  more  pu- 
rulent. In  this  cafe,  I have  known  the  head  and 
face  as  much  fwollen  as  l have  ever  feen  them  in 
any  diftinct  fmall-pox,  however  full,  and  the 
puftules  containing  a yellow  matter,  with  highly 
inflamed  bafes,  and  exceedingly  fore;  and  thefe 
have  formed  a complete  mafk  on  the  face,  after 
the  turn,  as  is  often  feen  in  the  fmall-pox.  One 
fuch  patient  whom  I was  called  to  vifit,  was 
about  fixteen  years  of  age,  of  a plethoric  habit, 
but  very  healthy ; and  what  makes  it  very  cer- 
tain, that  this  complaint  could  not  be  the  fmall- 
pox,  is,  that  the  young  gentleman  died  of  that 
diforder  a twelvemonth  afterwards,  and  pofiibly 
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owing  to  its  being  negle<fted  in  the  beginning, 
from  an  idea  that  the  former  illnefs  had  really 
been  the  fmall-pox.  The  latter  miftake  arofe' 
from  an  improper  anfwer  having  been  then  made 
to  my  inquiry  after  the  day  on  which  the  erup- 
tion had  firft  appeared,  (as  I was  called  to  make 
him  only  one  vifit,  when  the  pock  was  on  the 
turn  ;)  a miftake  the  young  gentleman’s  mother 
had  a perfect  recoil e (ft ion  of  after  I was  gone, 
and  of  which  I reminded  her  upon  being  called 
to  vifit  her  fon  in  the  fmall-pox,  only  the  day 
before  his  death. 

This  cafe  ftrongly  verifies  the  remark  of  Dr. 
Heberden,  that  this  complaint  can,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  fmall-pox  only 
by  its  quicker  progrefs  towards  maturation,  and 
the  fhorter  duration  of  the  puftules  j a watery 
veficle  always  appearing  on  the  fecond  or  third 
day  from  the  eruption,  and  the  turn,  at  the 
furtheft,  taking  place  on  the  fifth.  In  young 
children,  a teazing  cough  fometimes  comes  on 
about  the  time  that  the  eruption  is  complete, 
and  continues  until  two  or  three  dofes  of  phyfic 
have  been  taken,  which  on  account  of  the  cough 
teems  to  be  neceffary. 

The  fymptoms  preceding  the  eruption  are 
fometimes  fo  flight,  that  even  where  the  erup- 
tion has  proved  pretty  confiderable,  the  diforder 
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has  not  been  expedted  fo  foon  ; though  from  its 
being  in  the  family,  the  clofeft  attention  has  been 
paid  to  it. 

The  Treatment  of  it  differs  nothing  from  that 
of  the  mild,  diftindt  fmall-pox  ; but  it  more 
rarely  calls  for  much  attention,  and  only  when  a 
patient  may  have  it  very  full 3 or,  as  fometimes 
happens,  a fecond  crop  appears,  after  the  firfl  has 
dried  off. 


Ague. 

This  is  a complaint  fo  well  known,  that  it 
feems  unneceffary  here  to  enter  minutely  into  a 
defcription  of  it.  It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  it 
confifls  of  repeated  cold  and  hot  fits  regularly 
fucceeding  each  other,  with  one  or  more  well- 
days  between  them  3 in  which  interval  the  fick 
paffes  a high-coloured  urine,  that  depofits  a red 
fed  i men  t. 

It,  perhaps,  partakes  more  of  a nervous  affedtion 
than  other  fevers  may  do,  and  is  known  to  be  en- 
demic in  fome  flat  marfhy  fituations,  but  is  moft 
frequent  in  the  fpring  and  fall  of  the  year 3 in  the 
former  of  which  it  is  generally  eafily  cured,  and  is 
even  fometimes  falutary.  Autumnal  agues,  on 
the  other  hand,  efpecially  in  the  country,  and 
amongfl  very  poor  people  who  feed  cgarfely, 
vol.  1.  U 
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will  frequently  continue  a long  time,  and  return 
again  the  next  autumn  ; whereby  the  conftitu- 
tion  becomes  confiderably  impaired.  In  fuch  in- 
ftances  the  legs  are  apt  to  fwell,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  the  belly,  which  becomes  hard,  particularly 
on  the  left  fide,  and  has  been  termed  the  ague- 
cake.  This  tumefaction,  however,  inftead  of 
being  a bad  fign,  as  might  be  fufpeCted  a priori, 
is  a very  favourable  one,  and  indicates  the  recoa 
very  of  the  patient.  This  circumftance  is  no- 
ticed by  Sydenham,  and  like  other  obferva- 
tions  of  that  attentive  practitioner,  is  a very  juft 
one,  and  was,  doubtlefs  the  refult  of  his  expe- 
rience. The  hardnefs  is  probably  owing  to  an 
infarCtion  of  the  fpleen,  and  ufually  fubfides  in 
the  courfe  of  a few  months,  efpecially  upon  the 
ufe  of  moderate  exercife,  and  a generous  diet. 
It  may  be  prudent,  however,  to  adminifter  fmall 
dofes  of  calomel,  and  afterwards  light  bitters, 
adding  i ike  wife  chalybeates,  if  the  habit  of  the 
patient  teems  to  require  them,  and  there  are  no 
fymptoms  of  a morbid  affeCtion  of  the  vifeera. 

It  were  needlefs  to  enter  largely  into  the  fub- 
jeCt,  and  it  is  equally  foreign  from  the  prefent 
intention,  to  be  more  particular  in  regard  to  the 
cure  of  this  oftentimes  very  troublelome  com- 
plaint. Some  notice  of  it,  however,  is  taken, 
becaule  though  no  more  peculiar  to  children 
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than  the  laft  mentioned  difeales,  yet  it  may  be 
faid,  that  there  are  comparatively  very  few  chil- 
dren who  have  not  buffered  by  it  during  the 
years  ufually  paffed  at  fchool. 

The  ague,  indeed,  attacks  every  age,  fo  that 
infants  even  under  a year  old  are  very  liable  to 
it,  whenever  it  rages  among  adults.  It  is  with 
a peculiar  view  to  patients  of  the  former  clafs 
that  the  following  directions  are  given,  the  bark 
being  ufually  a fpecific  for  older  children  and 
grown  people;  to  whom,  however,  it  is  generally 
proper  firft  to  adminifter  a vomit,  and  one  or 
more  dofes  of  phyfic,  as  well  as  lometimes  to 
affift  the  bark  by  the  addition  of  aromatics,  or 
, fteel. — The  fmall-pox,  whether  taken  naturally, 
or  by  inoculation,  as  well  as  other  acute  com- 
plaints, has  fometimes  removed  obftinate  autum- 
nal, and  chronical  agues. 

In  a (late  of  infancy,  the  ague  is  often  owing 
to,  or  conneded  with  a foul  ftate  of  the  bowels 
and  obftruCtion  of  the  biliary  duCts,  and  is  fre- 
quently accompanied  with  worms,  or  fuch  a ftate 
of  the  alimentary  canal  as  affords  a proper  nidus 
for  them. 

The  tertian,  or  more  common  ague,  at  this 
age  generally  yields  to  purges  of  the  pulv.  e 
fcammon.  c.  calomelane,  or  calomel  and  rhu- 
barb, given  on  the  days  between  the  fits,  and 
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fmall  dofes  of  the  pulvis  antimon.  on  the  return 
of  the  fever.  Should  this  fail,  a vomit  fhould 
be  adminiftered  an  hour  or  two  before  the  next 
cold  fit  is  expe&ed,  if  the  powder  fhould  not 
already  have  had  that  effeft. — A linen  waiflcoat 
with  fine  powder  of  bark  quilted  within  it,  may 
be  worn  by  infants  next  their  fkin.  But  a more 
expeditious  remedy  is  a large  poultice  of  Peru- 
vian bark,  put  between  thin  linen,  and  applied 
warm  to  the  region  of  the  ftomach,  and  renewed 
through  the  day  as  often  as  it  may  get  cool.* 

In  older  children,  the  common  faline  draught, 
taken  once  in  fix  or  eight  hours,  will  frequently 
fucceed  ; as  will  warm  bitters,  and  medicines 
that  promote  and  keep  up  perfpiration.  Crude 
fait  ammoniac  alfo  in  the  dofe  of  ten  or  twelve 
grains,  for  children  of  five  or  fix  years  of  age, 
has  fometimes  cured  this  troublefome  complaint ; 
but  may  not  be  proper  for  delicate  conftitutions. 
Myrrhe  is  a better  remedy  for  fuch,  given  from 
four  to  eight  grains,  before,  or  during  the  cold- 
fit,  and  as  much  cream  of  tartar,  every  two  or 
three  hours,  during  the  fever.  Pepper,  and  like- 
wife  alum  are  common  quack  remedies,  and 
may  be  frequently  given  with  fuccefs  at  this 
age  j the  former  from  five  to  ten  grains,  the 

* See  Rcfenjlein  on  the  difeafes  of  children  ; alfo  Med. 
Qb/erv.  and  Inq.  vol.  2.  p.  25  J. 
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latter  from  three  to  five,  joined  with  the  like 
quantity  of  nutmeg,  three  or  four  times  a day 
in  the  abfence  of  the  fever.  Another  good  re- 
medy is  flowers  of  brimflone,  given  in  the  quan- 
tity of  a table  fpoonful  in  a glafs  of  brandy, 
before  or  during  the  cold-fit;  this  is  a proper 
dofe  for  adults,  but  I have  never  adminiflered 
this  medicine  to  children. — Thefe  remedies  are 
fuppofed  to  be  beneficial  by  producing  a diffe- 
rent adtion  of  the  parts. 

Amongfl  popular  remedies,*  is  a tea-fpoonful 
of  white  refin  in  fine  powder,  mixed  with  the 
like  quantity  of  pounded  loaf-fugar,  taken  a 
little  before  the  cold-fit,  and  repeated  afterwards 
night  and  morning  : this  I have  found  fuccefsful 
even  where  large  dofes  of  the  bark  have  failed. 
Bracelets  of  muftard-feed  and  garlic  have  like- 
wife  been  applied  to  the  wrifts  and  ancles,  and 
upon  the  teftimony  of  Dr.  G.  Fordycf.  with 
good  effedt.  Such  kind  of  remedies  for  this  dif- 
eale  are  numberlefs ; I {hall,  however  mention 
another,  which,  though  as  anile  as  any,  feems  to 
have  been  very  often  fuccefsful,  (as  I have  been 
informed  by  the  late  Dr.  Huck  Saunders,  as 
well  as  others;)  and  is  nothing  more  than  the 
fpider’s  web,  rolled  loofely  up  to  the  fize  of  a 

* The  occafional  obftinacy  of  this  complaint  is  offered  as 
the  apology  for  fuch  kind  of  prefcriptions. 
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child’s  marble,  and  wafhed  down  with  a little 
warm  wine  and  water,  or  chamomile  tea,  before 
the  cold  fit  is  expe&ed  : the  child  fhould  then 
be  put  into  a warm  bed,  and  perfpiration  be 
encouraged.  This  may  be  done,  amongft  other 
means,  by  fomentations  to  the  pit  of  the  flo- 
mach.  A piece  of  bread,  hot  from  the  oven, 
and  fprinkled  with  camphorated  fpirit,  is  not  a 
contemptible  one,  in  this  and  other  complaints, 
where  a fpeedy  perfpiration  is  wifhed  for. 

I fhall  clofe  the  lift  of  remedies  with  the  fol- 
lowing from  Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  which  is  a 
very  good  one  for  patients  no  otherwife  averfe 
from  the  bark,  than  that  the  ftomach  will  not 
bear  it  in  large  dofes. 

Take  of  frefh  faffafras  bark,  Virginia  fnake- 
root,  roch-alum,  nutmeg,  calcined  antimony,  and 
fait  of  wormwood,  of  each  one  dram  : to  thefe, 
well  rubbed  together  into  a fine  powder,  add  the 
weight  of  the  whole  of  the  beft  Peruvian  bark ; 
then  add  three  or  four  drops  of  the  chemical  oil 
of  mint,  and  with  fyrup  of  faffron  make  all  into 
the  confidence  of  an  electuary.  This  is  to  be 
divided  into  twenty-four  dofes,  one  of  which  may 
be  taken  by  children  of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age, 
every  four  or  fix  hours,  while  the  patient  is 
awake.  To  make  this  or  any  other  preparation 
of  the  bark  fit  eafy  on  the  ftomach,  the  patient 
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fhould  firft  eat  a bit  of  bread,-  or  other  light 
food,  with  which  it  may  mix,  inftead  of  being 
received  into  an  empty  ftoniach,  whereby  it  fre- 
quently naufeates. 

s 

General  Observations  on  Coughs. 
Previously  to  treating  of  the  hooping, 

and  what  I have  termed  the  fpafmodic  cough,  it 
may  not  be  unwelcome  to  ftudents  in  medicine, 
that  I fhould  premife  fome  flight  obfervations  on 
coughs  in  general ; a complaint  in  children  that 
we  are  often  confulted  for.  It  is,  indeed,  always 
of  importance  to  be  able  to  make  proper  difhinc- 
tions  in  this  affection,  as  it  accompanies  divers 
complaints,  efpecially  in  infancy ; and  is  fome- 
times  a very  harmlefs  attendant,  while  at  others, 
it  is  of  the  greateft  magnitude,  and  calls  for  its 
appropriate  treatment  from  the  beginning.  My 
remarks  here,  however,  wall  need  only  to  be 
very  brief. 

From  what  has  been  faid  in  different  parts  of 
this  work,  it  will  be  very  evident,  that  a cough 
is  not  always  to  be  confidered  as  the  original 
complaint,  like  the  hooping-cough,  any  more 
than  a direct  confequence  of  a cold,  or  of  lpe- 
cific  pulmonary  affection,  as  in  the  meafles. 
Where  it  may  happen  to  be  fo,  enough,  it  is 

u4 
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prefumed,  has  been  faid  under  the  head  of  fevers ; 
and  the  hooping  and  fpafmodic  coughs  will  be 
prefently  treated  of  diftin&ly.  The  intention 
here  is  principally  to  remind  the  reader,  that  a 
cough  often  attends  teething,  and  fome  bowel 
complaints,  or  a foul  date  of  the  itomach,  as 
well  as  a common  cold,  and  inflammatory  and 
other  fevers,  (which,  however,  are  often  fuf- 
pedfed  whenever  children  are  attacked  with  a 
cough ;)  and  is  a recurring  lymptom  in  many 
delicate  habits.  Very  flight  occafions  are  often- 
times fufficient  to  excite  it  in  fuch  children, 
whether  from  a frofty  or  damp  air,  or  from  any 
little  illnefs  that  has  reduced  the  drengtli,  and 
particularly  if  the  child  be  of  a fcrofulous  habit. 
Every  confirmed  glandular  affedion  will,  in- 
deed, be  attended  with  a cough,  which  in  that 
cafe  is  of  the  word  kind,  as  it  is  attended  with 
fever,  lofs  of  drength  and  manifeft  difeafe ; in 
the  lad  dages  of  which  the  cough  becomes  per- 
manent. 

In  every  cafe,  therefore,  the  caufe  and  atten- 
dant fymptoms,  rather  than  the  mere  cough, 
fhould  be  carefully  attended  to,  and  efpecially 
if  the  child  be  coflive,  or  the  bowels  foul,  and 
their  difcharges  of  an  unufually  offenfive  fmell. 
Purging  medicines,  it  has  been  before  faid,  are 
jn  this  cafe  the  proper  remedies,  which  fhould 
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frequently  be  joined  with  faponaceous  ingredients, 
fuch  as  the  aqua  kali,  natron  ppt.  or  fpong.  uft. 
nothing  being  more  common  than  an  obftinate 
and  teazing  cough,  efpecially  during  the  night, 
when  the  bowels  have  been  long  in  a collive 
ftate,  and  the  alvine  difcharges  are  very  fetid,  or 
of  a ftiff and  clayey  confidence. 

Though  I have  faid,  my  intention  has  been 
rather  to  difcriminate  the  caufes,  than  to  diredt 
the  precife  remedies  for  coughs  ; yet  it  may  not 
be  amifs  to  give  a few  fuitable  prefcriptions  for 
coughs  attendant  upon  common  colds,  efpecially 
after  the  period  of  early  infancy.  And  to  this  I 
am  inclined,  on  account  of  the  more  ordinary 
remedies  met  with  in  books  being  ufually  of  the 
oleagenous  kind,  and  ill  fuited  to  the  ftate  of 
ftomach  in  young  people,  and,  indeed,  not 
always  well  adapted  to  adults. 

R.  Mucil.  gum.  arab.  gij j 
Mellis  acetati  3*1  ft 
Aq.  diftilatae  3X 
Syr.  papav.  albi  3 ij  ft  miftura. 
addatur  P.  R.  N.'fpir.  aether,  nitrofi  gtt.  xij. 

R.  Pulv.  e tragacanth.  comp, 

Syrupi  Limonis  % ft 
Papaveris  albi 
vel  mororum  § i ft 
Spir.  aetheris  nitrofi  39 
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Mife,  ft.  LinCtus. 

R.  Mellis  acetati 
Syrup,  papav.  albi 

-mori  ail  3 vj 

TinCt.  Tolutan.  gtt.  xx  mifce. 
Fiat  LinCtus. 


Pertussis,  or  Hooping-Cough. 


This  complaint,  called  alfo  tuffis  ferina,  is  a 
difeafe  unknown,  probably,  to  the  old  writers ; 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  conveyed  into 
Europe  from  Africa , or  the  Eaft- Indies:  the 
Greek  and  Arabian  phyficians  make  no  mention 
of  it,  and  indeed  it  has  not  been  well  underflood 
in  any  part  of  Europe , till  of  late  years.  Hence, 
probably,  its  great  fatality  in  Stockholm , where 
from  the  year  1749  to  1764,  inclufive,  43,393 
children  are  reported  to  have  funk  under  it. 
Even  Willis  fuppofed  its  feat  to  be  in  the 
bread,  but  Harvey  makes  it  a difeafe  of  the 
flomach,  and  Astruc  an  inflammation  of  the 
larinx  and  pharinx,  produced  by  an  original 
affe&ion  of  the  former,  from  indigeftion.  He 
feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  fir  ft  that  difcard- 
ed  the  ufe  of  oily  and  peCtoral  medicines,  (which, 
indeed,  fome  practitioners  have  fince  been  weak 
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enough  to  revive ;)  though  he  advifed  bleeding 
too  indiferiminately.* 

Tliis  diforder  furnifhes  another  proof  of  the 
obfervation  made  on  the  impropriety  of  fub- 
mitting  the  complaints  of  children  to  impro- 
per hands — the  care  of  old  women,  'and  fre- 
quent change  of  air,  being  all  that  this  diforder 
is,  by  fome  people,  thought  to  require  :-j~  but 
perhaps  the  maxim  was  never  worfe  applied. 
There  is,  indeed,  a milder  fort  of  hooping- 
cough,  as  there  is  of  every  difeafe,  which  calls 
for  very  little  medicinal  affiftance ; and  it  is 
always  in  fuch  cafes,  that  matrons  and  old  nurfes 
acquire  their  credit.  But  there  is  no  complaint 
of  children  with  which  I am  at  all  acquainted, 
in  which  medicine  is  at  times  more  evidently 
ferviceable,  than  a bad  hooping-cough. 

This  difeafe  is  certainly  highly  infectious,  and 
one  of  thofe  that  never  appears  a fecond  time. 
It  may  attack  at  any  age,  adults  being  liable  to 

* See  his  Difeafes  of  Infants. 

+ If  this  be  true  to  any  degree,  fo  that  children,  with  very 
little  affiftance  from  medicine,  have  feemed  to  get  rid  of  ob- 
ftinate  hooping-coughs,  by  removing  from  one  air  to  another 
it  is  not  improbable,  that  this  may  have  arifen  as  much  from 
getting  out  of  infefted  beds  and  apartments,  which  might 
keep  up  the  contagion,  through  the  medium  of  refpiration, 
as  from  any  fpecific  influence  of  the  air,  refulting  merely 
from  a change. 
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its  influence,  as  well  as  younger  people  ; but  it 
more  commonly  takes  place  between  the  age  of 
four  months  and  twelve  years.  It  often  begins 
as  a common  cough,  and  is  attended  with  the 
ufual  fymptoms  of  having  taken  cold,  but  in  its 
progrefs  foon  becomes  more  fevere  ; though  the 
longer  it  may  be  before  it  plainly  difeovers  itfelf, 
by  the  hoop,  the  more  favourable  it  is  likely  to 
be.  A flux  of  rheum  frequently  comes  from 
the  mouth,  nofe,  and  eyes,  and  the  food  is 
thrown  up,  together  with  avifeid  phlegm,  (often 
in  great  quantities)  in  the  coughing  fits ; be- 
tween which  the  child  generally  appears  to  be 
perfectly  well,  and  eats  its  food  very  heartily. 
Thefe  are  the  more  common  fymptoms,  but 
when  the  difeafe  is  violent,  and  has  continued 
for  fome  time,  they  become  greatly  aggravated, 
efpecially  in  the  night,  and  the  child  will  feem 
almoft  ftrangled  in  each  fit,  the  face  and  neck 
becoming  perfectly  livid,  till  by  a violent  effort, 
attended  with  a hoop,  it  recovers  its  breath  ; the 
blood  will  likewife  fometimes  rufh  from  the  nofe 
and  mouth ; and  I have  in  two  or  three  in  fiances 
feen  the  eyelids  as  black  as  if  injured  by  a violent 
blow,  and  remain  fo  as  Jong  as  the  cough  has 
continued  fevere.  When  taken  in  time,  how- 
ever, and  properly  treated,  the  hooping-cough 
is  rarely  fatal,  and  fcarcelyever  but  to  young  in- 
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fants,  and  never  as  long  as  the  patient  is  free 
from  fever,  or  other  dileafe. 

It  has  been  thought  by  fome  practitioners,  that 
little  more  than  emetics,  and  gentle  laxatives 
are  required,  in  which  view  it  was,  that  the  late 
Dr.J  ames  recommended  his  powder  5 though 
a late  writer*  has,  very  imprudently,  wifhed  to 
difcard  the  former  altogether.  But  the  fad;  is, 
that  many  other  means  are  equally  uleful,  and 
not  unfrequently  indilpenfibly  neceflary,  unlefs 
we  fhould  fuffer  the  patient  to  be  drangled  in  a 
fit  of  coughing,  or  fall  into  a decline,  from  the 
injury  which  the  lungs  mud  endure  by  a fre- 
quent  repetition  of  fuch  violence. 

Th  is  mud  be  exceedingly  apparent  from  the 
above  hidory  of  the  difeafe,  the  various  fymp- 
torns  of  which,  certainly  demand,  a confider- 
able  diverfity  in  the  treatment.  The  more  im- 
portant ones  are,  the  date  of  inflammation, 
fometimes  inducing  peripncumony  : the  quan- 
tity and  vifcidity  of  the  phlegm  ; and  the  fpaf- 
modic  aflfedion,  and  danger  of  fuffocation ; to- 
gether with  the  exhauded  date  into  which  the 
patient  may  be  reduced  by  the  long  continuance 
of  the  difeafe.  If  the  breathing  therefore  be 
difficult,  a blifier  is  indicated,  which,  if  the 
child  is  not  very  young,  may  be  kept  open  for 

* Mr.  J.  G.  Jones, 
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two  or  three  weeks ; or,  what  is  fometimes 
preferable,  the  repetition  of  a fmall  one,  once  in 
fix  or  eight  days.  If  the  face  fliould  be  very 
livid,  and  fwollen,  during  the  fits  of  coughing; 
if  any  veffel  give  way  ; or  the  patient  be  pletho- 
ric, and  more  than  two  or  three  years  old,  or 
fliould  be  hot  between  the  paroxyfms ; a little 
blood  ought  to  be  taken  away,  and  a faline 
draught  be  administered,  every  fix  or  eight 
hours,  and  the  bowels  kept  open,  till  the  fever 
fhall  difappear.  Otherwife,  if  none  of  thefe 
fymptoms  attend,  bleeding  does  not  feem,  in 
general,  to  be  indicated,  nor  much  purging,  but 
may  rather  have  a tendency  to  protradt  the  d if- 
eafe,  by  increafing  the  fpafmodic  difpolition, 
and  by  weakening  the  patient.  On  the  other 
hand,  ftomachic  cordials,  fuch  as  the  oil  of 
cloves,  and  bitter  tonics,  are  often  exceedingly 
ufeful. 

If  there  be  an  inclination  to  vomit,  it  ought  to 
be  encouraged,  unlefs  the  phlegm  be  brought  up 
with  great  eafe  in  almofl  every  fit  of  coughing, 
in  which  cafe,  nature  feems  able  to  accomplifh 
the  bufinefs  herfelf,  and  it  will  then  oftentimes 
be  fufficient  to  keep  the  body  open  by  the  mildefl 
laxative  medicines.  But  it  very  rarely  happens, 
unlefs  in  infants  at  the  bread:,  that  fome  kind  of 
emetic  is  not  neceffary  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the 
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complaint.  The  difeafe,  indeed,  frequently  re- 
quires no  other  medicine ; for  fuch  ufually  keep 
the  body  open  at  the  fame  time,  which  it  ought 
always  to  be.  For  this  purpofe,  perhaps,  wine 
of  antimony  may  be  as  proper  as  any  thing  when 
it  anfwers  the  end  ; but  I have  thought  it  lefs 
certain  than  tartarifed  antimony,  from  its  not 
being  always  of  an  equal  ftrength.  I have,  how- 
ever, been  lately  in  the  habit  of  ufing  it  very 
frequently,  and  when  the  proper  dofe  has  been 
pfcertained,  have  thought  it  operates  more  mildly 
than  the  tartarifed  antimony,  which  fometimes 
proves  too  far  violent  for  very  young  infants. 
Whenfoever  preferred,  however,  dilfolved  in 
water  with  the  addition  of  a little  fugar  it  forms 
a medicine  to  which  children  will  never  make 
any  objection  ; and  may  be  given  upon  an 
empty  ftomach,  every  day,  or  every  other  morn- 
ing, according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  child,  and 
degree  of  difeafe.  If  the  cough  fhould  happen 
to  be  more  violent  at  any  particular  time,  the 
emetic  fhould  be  given  a little  before  the  pa- 
roxyfm  is  expedited.  Or  perhaps  a (till  better 
method,  at  leaft  in  fome  cafes,  and  particulalry 
in  very  young  children,  is,  to  give  the  tartarifed 
antimony  in  fmaller  dofes,  together  with  a few 
grains  of  magnefia,  or  prepared  oyfter-fhell  pow- 
der, (according  to  theftate  of  the  bowels)  three 
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or  four  times  a day,  fo  as  to  keep  the  flomach 
in  fuch  an  irritable  (late,  as  (hall  fecure  a gentle 
puking  every  time  the  fits  of  coughing  come  on. 
But  in  whatever  way  this  medicine  be  directed, 
it  will  prove  of  no  fervice  if  it  does  not  excite 
vomiting,  and  muff  therefore  be  given  in  a dofe 
fuitable  to  the  ftrength  of  the  ftomach,  which  is 
exceedingly  various,  not  only  at  different  ages, 
but  in  children  of  the  fame  age,  and  of  the  fame 
apparent  habit  of  body.  If  one  preparation  of 
antimony  may  have  any  advantage  over  another, 
they  have  all  much  more  over  every  other  emetic 
I have  made  ufe  of ; the  ipecacuanha,  and  oxymel 
of  fquills,  being  exceedingly  unpleafant,  and  the 
latter,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  ufually  more 
uncertain  than  any  other  emetic. 

Such  a plan  is  all  that  will  be  neceffary  in  the 
common  hooping-cough ; but  it  has  been  faid, 
there  are  many  cafes  which  will  require  other 
means,  and  demand  all  the  (kill  of  the  expe- 
rienced phyfician.  The  cough,  for  inflance,  will 
fometimes  increafe  not  only  for  days,  but  for 
weeks  together,  and  the  ftrangulation  be  exceed- 
ingly alarming.  In  this  cafe,  the  lac  ammoniaci, 
but  efpecially  afa  fcctida,  frequently  proves  a 
fovereign  remedy,  and  though  exceedingly  nau- 
feous,  many  children  will  take  it  tolerably  well 
for  the  fhort  time  it  appears  to  be  abfolutelv 
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required ; and  when  they  will  not,  it  may  be 
adminiftered  by  way  of  clyfter,  diffolved  in  a 
fmall  quantity  of  penny-royal,  or  common  water. 
Thefe  medicines,  however,  will  be  improper  in 
the  very  advanced  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  when  at- 
tended with  he&ic  heat,  hemorrhage,  or  other 

i 

phthifical  fymptoms ; a caution  equally  necef- 
fary  in  regard  to  the  bark,  which  in  the  abfence 
of  thefe  fymptoms,  and  after  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  have  been  well  cleanfed,  is  frequently 
very  ufeful  at  the  latter  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
when  the  patient  has  been  exhaufted  by  its  long 
continuance.  Upon  the  fame  plan  with  the  afa 
foetida,  camphor  and  caftor  are  frequently  bene- 
ficial, and  have  the  advantage  of  being  lefs  nau- 
feous,  but  I think  are  proportionably  lefs  power- 
ful. I take  no  notice  of  tindture  of  cantharides, 
though  ftrongly  recommended  by  fome  writers, 
becaufe  I have  had  no  experience  of  it  myfelf, 
and  indeed  have  never  found  any  neceflity  for 
trying  it.  For  the  like  reafon,  I fay  nothing  of 
arfenic,  lately  ftrongly  recommended,  by  Mr. 
Simmons  of  Manchejler .* 

It  will  fometimes  be  of  no  fmall  fervice,  to 
rub  the  hands,  and  the  foies  of  the  feet,  with 
the  fpirit  ammonias  comp,  feveral  times  in  the 

* See  Duncan’s  Annals  of  Medicine,  for  1797* 
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day ; or  the  fpine  of  the  back,  and  the  pit  of  the 
flomach,  with  oil  of  nutmeg,  or  oil  of  amber ; 
but  as  the  fmell  of  the  latter  is  very  unpleafant, 
it  may  be  difpenfed  with,  where  the  fpafms  are 
not  exceedingly  urgent.  But  when  they  are  fo, 
this  oil  is  fometimes  very  ufeful,  particularly 
when  adminiftered  internally,  and  children  of 
three  or  four  years  old  will  take  a few  drops  of 
it  very  well,  mixed  in  a fpoon  with  a little 
Lifbon  fugar ; from  which  I have  feen  as  evi- 
dent advantages,  as  from  any  medicine  whatever. 
But  frequently,  no  anti-fpafmodic  is  equal  to 
opium,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  difeafes.  With 
this  view,  a few  drops  of  laudanum,  or  if  a pill 
be  preferred,  two  or  three  grains  of  the  pil.  e 
ftyrace,  and  to  younger  children  a fmall  tea- 
fpoonful  of  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  taken  at 
bed-time,  will  not  only  quiet  the  cough,  and 
remove  the  flrangulation  during  its  operation, 
and  procure  the  patient  fome  reft,  by  which  the 
ftrength  will  be  recruited,  but  in  many  cafes 
feems  to  have  a kindly  operation  on  the  difeafe 
itfelf.  It  is  in  this  way,  I doubt  not,  that  the 
cicuta  has  gained  fo  much  reputation,  but  I 
believe,  it  is  no  otherwife  a remedy  for  it  than 
as  an  anodyne.  From  a miftake,  however,  in 
this  refpedt,  the  ftrong  manner  in  which  this 
medicine  has  been  recommended  by  Dr.  Butter, 
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has  certainly  done  harm  ; as  I have  known  peo- 
ple depend  folely  upon  it  in  very  bad  cafes,  to 
the  exclufion  of  other  remedies  evidently  indi- 
cated, which  would  at  leaft,  have  fhortened  the 
difeafe.  Joined  with  emetics  and  other  means, 
as  the  fymptoms  may  indicate,  it  is,  neverthe- 
lefs,  a valuable  medicine.  Inflead  of  the  ol. 
fuccini,  the  following  will  often  have  a good 
effed:,  in  children  of  four  or  five  years  of  age  ; 
acting  both  as  a tonic  cordial,  and  ultimately  as 
a fedative. 

R.  Olei  Caryophil.  aromat.  Gtt.  xxiv 
Sacchari  puriflimi  gift 
Muc.  Gum.  arab.  3 i i j 

Simul  optime  terantur,  addendo  gradatim 
Aq.  Cinnam.  ^iftveljij 
Aq.  diftil.  ^ iv. 

ft.  miflura,  cujus  fummatur  cochl.  j largum  tufle 
appropinquante,  vel  ftatim  poll  tuflem. 

If  obflrudions  in  the  lungs  be  fufpeded,  blis- 
ters fhould  be  applied,  and  recourfe  had  to  gentle 
deobftruent  medicines ; but  at  this  period,  the 
cure  is  chiefly  to  be  accomplifhed  by  perfeve- 
rance  in  cooling  laxative  medicines,  by  a vege- 
table and  milk  diet,  (efpecially  afles  milk)  pure 
air,  and  gentle  exercife. 

The  cough  after  having  difappeared  for  a 
week  or  more,  is  fometimes  found  to  return  witih 
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Pertussis,  or 

great  violence,  efpecially  upon  taking  cold  5 but 
a gentle  purge  or  two,  a vomit,  and  abftaining 
from  heavy  food,  generally  remove  it  in  a very 
(hort  time.  Should  this  fail,  a grain  of  afa 
foetida,  taken  two,  three,  or  four  times  a day, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  never  fails  to 
check  it  immediately.  Jf  the  fecautions  fhould  be 
neglected,  the  cough  will  oftentimes  prove  ex- 
tremely tedious.  And  in  this  cafe  I have  known 
the  lichen , or  afh-coloured  ground  liver-wort 
prove  an  excellent  remedy.  One  ounce  may  be 
boiled  in  two  pints  of  water,  to  one ; or  a like 
decoction  of  the  oak-lungs ; a table  fpoonful 
may  be  given  two  or  three  times  a day  to  infants 
of  a year  old.  Thefe  have  had  an  immediate 
good  effet  where  infants  have  appeared  to  be 
going  fall  into  an  hetic  date,  after  the  cicuta, 
ol.  fuccini  and  cortex  peruv.  have  failed,  or  the 
diforder  has  hung  on  unpleafantly. 

A mode  of  cure  of  a very  different  kind  has 
lately  been  announced  by  Dr.  Struve,  of  Gor- 
lit z , and  may  be  noticed  in  this  place,  as  wor- 
thy, at  lead,  of  a trial  in  obdinate  cafes,  and  in 
a conjunction  with  other  means ; though  with  a 
caution  to  young  practitioners,  in  regard  to  in- 
fants and  delicate  children. 

After preferibing  an  eiuetic,  the  following  mix- 
ture is  directed  to  be  rubbed  in  every  two  hours, 
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in  fmall  quantities,  about  the  region  of  the 
ftomach. 

R.  Antimon.  tartarifati  9j 
Aquas  purse  ^ij 
ft.  folutio  ; cui  adde 

TinCt.  Cantharid.  fort,  ^j* 

In  various  inftances,  the  DoCtor  obferves, 
that  a gentle  perfpiration  came  on  during  the 
night,  after  the  ufe  of  this  application  ; that  the 
violence  of  the  cough  immediately  abated,  and 
in  a Ihort  time  the  fymptoms  totally  difappeared. 

The  only  thing  that  remains  to  be  fpoken  of, 
is  the  proper  diet,  which  is,  indeed,  of  confi- 
derable  importance  ; and  for  children  even  of 
five  or  fix  years  of  age,  ought  to  be  little  more 
than  milk  and  broths.  Thefe  are  eafily  digefled, 
and  will  afford  them  much  more  good  nourifh- 
ment  than  any  kind  of  meats,  and  will  fit  much 
lighter  on  the  ftomach  than  puddings,  or  paftry, 
the  latter  of  which  is  exceedingly  injurious.  The 
objection  made  by  old  nurfes  againft  milk,  that 
it  breeds  phlegm,  is  utterly  founded  in  a grofs 
miftake  that  cannot  be  too  frequently  contro- 
verted. It  has,  indeed,  been  fometimes  men- 
tioned by  a certain  clafs  of  medical  people,  but 
the  objection  is  fo  truly  unphilofophical,  and 
unlike  the  objections  of  thinking  men,  that  it 
carcely  deferves  a reply.  Should  the  milk, 
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however,  be  found  to  curdle  remarkably  foon 
on  the  ftomach,  a little  common  fait,  Caftile 
foap,  or  teftaceous  powder,  may  be  added  to  it 
occafionally  $ or  afTes  milk  may  be  fubflituted 
for  cow’s.  Thefe  light  nourifhments  foon  pafs 
out  of  the  ftomach,  or  if  brought  up  by  cough- 
ing, fifty  times  in  the  day,  (as  I have  known 
them  to  be's  a child  of  four,  or  five  years  old, 
will  immediately  take  more  of  them  with  avi- 
dity, and  will  be  better  fupplied  in  this  way,  I 
mean  by  taking  a tea- cupful  at  a time,  than  by 
making  fet  meals,  or  taking  a large  quantity  at 
once.  If  the  child  fhould  be  thirfty,  a little 
apple-water,  toaft  and  water,  tamarind-tea,  and 
other  thin  drinks,  will  be  pleafant  and  ufeful. 
Patients  treated  in  this  way,  will  get  through 
the  complaint  if  not  fevere,  in  a very  fhort 
time ; and  where  it  proves  violent,  a child  will 
flruggle  through  this  long  difeafe,  without  any 
confiderable  lofs  of  flrength,  or  will  be  very  foon 
recruited  by  a decoction,  or  cold  infufion  of  the 
bark,  together  with  gentle  exercife,  and  country 
air,  the  befl  reftoratives  after  every  kind  of 
difeafe. 

Tussis  Sp^smodica. 

Much  akin  to  the  former  complaint,  is  a 
troublefome  cough,  properly  enough  denomi- 
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nated  fpafmodic,  or  convulfive.  In  a certain 
(late  of  the  air  it  is  fometimes  epidemic,  and 
young  children,  and  even  infants  in  the  month, 
are  then  attacked  by  it,  as  well  as  adults.  The 
irritation  feems  to  be  about  the  larinx,  or  a very 
little  lower  down,  and  is  exceedingly  diftreffing, 
at  the  time  of  coughing;  but  the  patient,  though 
an  infant,  feems  immediately  afterwards  to  be 
quiet  and  comfortable.  This  cough  is  not 
ufually  attended  with  fever,  nor  other  ordinary 
fymptoms  of  a common  cold,  nor  is  it  to  be 
relieved  by  the  like  means ; tho  cough  remain- 
ing dry  and  hoarfe  under  the  ufe  of  pectoral 
remedies. 

Children  of  two  or  three  years  old  may  be 
cured  by  the  cicuta,  and  gentle  laxative  reme- 
dies ; but  the  former  being  lefs  adapted  to  in- 
fants in  the  month,  fuch  may  take  a few  drops 
of  the  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  three  or  four 
times  a day,  and  their  bowels  be  carefully  kept 
open ; which  means  feldom  fail  of  removing  the 
complaint  in  three  or  four  days — Should  the 
fyrup  over-much  conftipate  the  bowels,  or  other- 
wife  difagree,  Bates’s  Sp.  Sal.  ammon.  fuc- 
cinat.  may  be  tried  in  its  Read  ; which  is  a good 
medicine  in  other  dry  convulfive  coughs,  where 
there  is  no  fever. 

I have  met  with  this  complaint  very  frequent  - 
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ly  in  children  from  two  to  four  years  of  age,  in 
fome  of  whom  it  had  been  of  feveral  weeks 
{landing,  and  after  various  remedies  for  coughs 
had  been  made  trial  of.  In  every  inftance,  the 
complaint  has  been  immediately  relieved  by  the 
cicuta,  and  in  a week  or  ten  days,  been  ufually 
removed. — The  like  good  effect  has  attended  an 
infufion  of  the  oak-lungs,  after  many  of  the 
ordinary  remedies  for  coughs-  have  failed;  and 
may  very  well  be  adminiftered  together  with  the 
cicuta,  if  that  fhould  not  be  foon  attended  with 
good  effect. 

There  are,  however,  fome  more  formidable 
cafes,  in  which  the  fymptoms  are  generally  ag- 
gravated, and  children  continue  longer  in  a con- 
valefcent  Hate.  I have  alfo  been  called  to  vifit 
fome  under  all  the  femblance  of  approaching 
death,  with'profufe  fweats,  rapid  and  feeble 
pulfe,  and  laborious  refpiration  ; fuppofed  by 
able  phyficians  to  be  finking  fail  under  peri- 
pneumonia notha,  or  the  more  aggravated  fymp- 
toms of  a true  pleuritis. 

Although  reduced  to  this  flate,  under  the  befl 
conduced  antiphlogiflic  plan,  yet  has  a recourfe 
to  the  cicuta  fucpeeded  equally  well,  giving  im- 
mediate relief  to  all  the  fymptoms.  But  a de- 
gree of  dyfpnoea  all  along  merely  fpafmodic,  hav- 
ing, in  fome  cafes,  flill  continued,  it  has  been 
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found  expedient,  after  a week  or  ten  days,  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  bark.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  violence  of  the  cough  attended  with  very 
copious  fecretion  of  phlegm,  which  young  chil- 
dren feldom  fpit  up,  has  required  two  or  three 
gentle  emetics,  which  have  then  not  failed  hav- 
ing a happy  effect ; though  adminiftered  pre- 
viouhy  to  the  cicuta,  I have  known  them  greatly 
aggravate  the  fymptoms,  probably,  by  increaf- 
ing  the  debility,  and  difpoiition  to  fpafm. 

As  many  practitioners,  not  very  converfant 
with  this  complaint,  under  its  more  aggravated 
appearances,  have  been  led  to  confider  it  as  in- 
flammatory, fo  others,  from  the  continuance 
and  violence  of  the  cough,  have  expeCted  it  to 
terminate  in  the  hooping-cough,  but  have  been 
equally  miflaken  ; this  being  a diftinCt  fpecies  of 
fpafm,  and  never  attended  with  the  true  hoop. 

Mr.  Moss  fpeaks  of  a fpafmodic  cough,  dif- 
ferent, he  thinks,  from  any  previoufly  deferib- 
ed,*  and  probably  an  endemic  of  Liverpool ; re- 
fembling,  however,  the  humoral  afthma  of  adults 
(he  fays)  more  than  any  other. 

It  is  faid  to  commence  a few  days  after  birth, 
and  to  continue  for  feveral  weeks,  or  fometimes. 
for  months ; and  in  either  cafe  fo  commonly 
proves  fatal,  efpecially  amongft  the  lower  clafs  of 

* An.  1781. 
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people,  that  Mr.  Moss  is  at  a Iofs  to  fuggeftany 
appropriate  remedy. 

If  it  be  truly  an  endemic,  1 can,  probably, 
judge  but  very  imperfectly  of  it;  but  from  many 
circumftances  in  the  fpafmodic  cough  defcribed 
in  this  chapter,  it  does  not  feem  unlikely,  that 
the  cough  at  Liverpool  may  be  of  the  fame  kind. 
What  the  former  might  become  if  very  long 
neglected,  or  improperly  treated;  or  in  what  time 
it  might  prove  fatal,  lam  not  prepared  to  fay, 
having  always  foon  fucceeded  in  its  cure  by  the 

means  I have  recommended  ; which  may,  pof- 

«• 

fibly,  be  worthy  of  a trial  at  Liverpool , as  they 
will  not  fet  afide  the  little  general  remedies  in 
life. 
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i H E Croup,  or  acute  afthma,  is  a complaint 
fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  two  former;  to  which, 
perhaps,  children  only  are  liable, called,  therefore, 
afthma  infantum  fpafmodicum,  alfo  fuffocatio 
ftridula,  cynanche  tracheal  is,  and  efquinancie 
membraneufe. 

Though  this  complaint  has  for  feveral  years  in- 
fefted  this  country,  it  has  been  greatly  mifun- 
derftood,  both  by  writers  and  pra&itioners ; 
there  being  certainly  two  fpecies  of  it,  the  one 
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acute,  or  inflammatory,  the  other  chronical,  or 
fpafmodic.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  confound- 
ed by  fome  authors,  and  one  of  them,  perhaps, 
not  known  to  others.  Neither  of  them  are 
often  found  to  attack  thofe  who  have  arrived  to 
the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  and,  according 
to  Dr.  Millar,  the  fpafmodic  chiefly  feizes 
infants  newly  weaned ; and  is  then  the  mod 
fevere.  He  is,  perhaps,  the  firfl  perfon  in  this 
country  who  has  written  particularly  on  this 
fpecies;  but  Dr.  Home  has  treated  more  dif- 
tindlly  on  this  complex  difeafe,  which  had,  how- 

i 

ever,  been  mentioned  by  fome  German  writers, 
and  well  defcribed  by  them  long  before  it  was 
noticed  in  Britain . 

Remote  caufes  of  this  diforder  may,  poflibly, 
be  the  lax  fibres  of  children,  the  abundance  of 
moift  humours  natural  to  them,  and  the  vad 
fecretion  from  the  bronchial  veffels ; and  perhaps 
the  change  of  food  from  milk,  which  is  eafily 
aflimulated,  to  one  requiring  more  digedion. 

The  prophylaxis  is  the  fame  as  in  mod  other 
difeafes  peculiar  to  children.  If  this  complaint 
arife  from  the  laxity  of  their  folids,  the  quality 
of  their  food,  and  the  natural  weaknefs  of  their 
organs  of  digedion,  the  general  means  of  pre- 
vention, as  well  as  of  cure,  will  be  readily 
indicated.  Their  food  fhould  be  fuch  as  may 
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be  eafily  digefted,  and  may  prove  nourifhing. 
A due  proportion  of  milk  and  broth,*  (taken 
either  feparately,  or  mixed)  whilft  children  are 
very  young,  or  light  meats  when  they  become 
older ; good  air  and  exercife,  and  a careful  at- 
tention to  the  ftate  of  their  bowels. 

The  proximate  Cause  of  this  complaint, 
(at  leaft  of  the  acute  croup)  is  a morbid  fecre- 
tion  of  a vifcid  mucus  in  the  trachea,  adhering: 
fo  firmly  to  its  fides  as  to  impede  refpiration. 
The  quantity  and  vifcidity  increafing,  gradually 
leflens  the  diameter  of  the  part,  and  if  it  effeft 
this  to  a confiderable  degree,  the  difeafe  muft 
neceffarily  prove  fatal. 

The  Symptoms  of  this  complaint  are  fpaf- 
modic,  being  fuch  as  would  be  produced  by  any 
other  matter  conflantly  irritating  the  trachea, 
and  diminifhing  its  diameter.  They  will  there- 
fore very  much  refemble  thofe  of  the  nervous 
afthma,  but  the  complaint  differs  materially 
from  the  common  fpafmodic  afthma  of  adults, 
in  the  peculiar,  croaking,  noife  made  in  refpira- 
tion, (from  whence  it  has  its  name)  and  in  the 
violence  of  the  paroxyfms;  which,  however, 

• A diet  of  milk  only,  even  in  adults,  when  long  perfift- 
ed  in,  though  otherwife  proper,  will  create  flatulencies. 
Barry,  On  Digejiion, 
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when  the  diforder  is  light,  leave  no  apparent  in- 
difpofition,  fave  a certain  dulnefs,*  and  a fenfe  of 
fear,  in  children  capable  of  exprefling  it.  The 
fits  frequently  terminate  by  fneezing,  coughing, 
or  vomiting,  and  return  without  any  regularity. 
It  is  attended  with  a lharp,  and  fhrill  voice,  and 
a fluflied  countenance,  which  grows  livid  during 
the  paroxyfms. 

Dr.  Millar,  who  has  written  largely  on  this 
difeafe,  (I  apprehend,  as  it  appears  in  Scotland ) 
divides  it  into  two  principal  ftages ; in  the  latter 
of  which  no  method  of  treatment  has  appeared 
to  him  to  be  effectual,  but  medicine  is  never 
more  efficacious,  he  thinks,  than  in  the  firft,  if 
the  diforder  be  not  combined  with  fome  other, 
and  it  be  taken  in  time ; though  the  crouping 
may  be  very  confiderable.  This  I faw  remark- 
ably exemplified  in  the  firfb  inftance  I met  with, 
which'was  in  a little  boy  of  my  own,  who  was 
nearly  cured  in  two  days.  The  fovereign  remedy 
he  diredts  is  afa  fcetida,  which  fliould  be  ad- 
miniftered  both  by  the  mouth  and  in  clyfters,  in 
dofes  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  com- 
plaint ; and  where  no  marked  inflammation  has 
taken  place,  may  be  given  very  freely ; and  af- 
terwards the  bark,  when  the  fpafms  remit. 

This  account  of  the  difeafe  can  certainly  ap- 
ply only  to  the  fpafmodic,  and  is  not  the  dif- 
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order  ufually  known  in  this  city  by  the  term 
croup,  but  a mere  fpafmodic  complaint,  totally 
unaccompanied  with  inflammation ; at  leaft  is 
fo,  whenever  afa  fcetida  is  thus  ufeful  in  the  firfh 
inftance.  And  this  feems  to  be  further  evident, 
from  the  recovery  of  fuch  patients,  and  the  con- 
fequent  want  of  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  that 
tough  membrane  found  in  thofe  whofe  bodies 
have  been  examined  after  death ; in  whom  the 
difeafe  is  always  of  fhort  continuance  after  the 
croup,  or  croaking  noife  in  refpiration,  has  taken 
place.  Whereas,  the  other  kind  of  croup  has 
fometimes  been  known  to  continue  for  two 
months,  and  then  has  yielded  to  opium.  In- 
flances  have  likewife  been  met  with  of  children 
crouping  for  two  or  three  days,  and  being  then 
feized  with  hooping-cough,  which  has  inftantly 
removed  the  croup  : thefe  circumftances  feem  to 
prove  that  fpecies  of  croup  to  be  truly  fpaf- 
modic. I have  feen  it  repeatedly  in  this  form 
attend  the  cutting  of  teeth ; being  then  the 
mere  confequence  of  irritation,  as  we  fee  cough 
and  various  other  fymptomatic  affe&ions  induced 
at  this  period.  How  far  Dr.  Millar  may 
have  miftaken  what  he  calls  the  two  ftages  of  the 
croup,  for  two  very  different  fpecies  of  this 
complaint,  has  been  hinted  already.  From  my 
own  experience,  however,  which  has  been  con- 
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fiderable,  as  well  as  his  authority,  it  Teems  very 
proper  that  a trial  fliould  be  given  to  the  afa 
fcetida,  when  there  is  no  degree  of  fever,  and 
the  child  Teems  little,  or  nowife  indifpofed,  in 
the  intervals  of  the  crouping.  Emetics  likewife 
will  fometimes  be  found  neceflary,*  as  will  the 
cicuta  and  bark  ; one  or  other  of  which  mull  be 
perfevered-  in,  as  long  as  any  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe,  and  particularly  the  croaking  noife,  fhall 
remain.  And  from  the  fuccefs  attending  this 
practice,  and  a proper  difcrimination  of  the  dif- 
eafe, there  may  be  more  room  for  hope  in  this 
cruel  diforder,  than  Tome  practitioners  have  been 
induced  to  think. 

But  the  other  fpecies  of  croup  is  a moll  dan-' 

* In  one  inftance,  medicines  of  this  clafs  were  given  in 
fuch  uncommonly  large  dofes,  (as  it  was  obferved  in  a for- 
mer edition)  that  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  notice  them  here. 

From  beginning  with  one  grain  of  pulv.  antimon.  which 
was  feveral  times  repeated,  the  child  (under  three  years  of 
age)  took  afterwards  a drachm,  and  two  drachms  of  vin. 
antimonii;  then  pulv.  ipecacuanhas  3ft.  grs.  xv,  and  3j,  to 
which  was  added  gr.  j antimon.  tartarifati ; and  at  length, 
gr.  x,  and  afterwards  3j  of  vitr.  album.  The  trial  of 
emetics  was  then  then  given  up  for  feveral  days ; at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  took  oxym.  feillte  3 ii j.  with  3 j.  vini 
antim.  which  fucceeded  better  than  any  thing,  though  it 
puked  him  only  very  moderately;  but  continued  to  do fo  for 
three  or  four  times  that  he  took  it. — For  remarks  on  the  in* 
ertnefs  of  emetics  and  purges,  fee  page  24.  Note . 
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gerous  diforder,  being,  it  has  been  laid,  truly 
inflammatory  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  is,  I be- 
lieve, always  attended  with  a quick  pulfe, 
cough,  and  laborious  breathing  very  foon  after 
the  croaking  noife  has  taken  place,  with  a fenfi- 
ble  fulnefs  about  the  fore  part  of  the  throat ; 
although  at  the  time  of  the  attack  children  often 
appear  in  perfect  health. 

It  does  not,  however,  always  feem  to  be  an 
original  difeafe  ; being  fometimes  a confequence 
of  bad  fevers,  efpecially  the  febris  fcarlatina,  as 
well  as  of  fome  chronical  diforders  that  have 
reduced  the  patient’s  ftrength,  and  is  then  much 
more  dangerous.  But  the  worft  kind  frequently 
appears  to  arife  from  the  fame  caufes  as  the 
malignant  fore  throat,  only  having  its  feat  lower 
down,  and  is  therefore  more  fevere,  And  it  has 
in  feveral  inftances,  accompanied  it,  as  may  be 
known  in  the  early  ftages  of  that  complaint,  by 
the  croaking  noife  peculiar  to  the  croup ; and, 
I believe,  is  in  fuch  inftances  generally  fatal.  It 
has  likewife  accompanied  the  laft  ftage  of  the 
putrid  thrufli,  and  has  then  carried  off  the  little 
fufferer  in  a few  hours. 

On  this  fpecies  little  more  need  to  be  faid  ; 
the  difeafe  being  always  fhort,  and  the  treat- 
ment very  evident.  Bleeding  is  always  neceffary, 
if  the  phyfician  be  called  at  the  commencement 


SlJFFOCATIO  STRIDULA. 


321 


of  the  difeafe,  or  ftridulous  noife ; and  if  the 
patient  be  vifited  too  late  to  endure  this  evacu- 
ation, I believe  no  hope  can  remain  of  his  being 
benefited  without  it,  unlefs  the  infant  be  very 
young ; which,  however,  in  another  view,  can- 
not but  add  to  the  danger.  If  the  patient  be 
three  or  four  years  old,  and  plethoric,  a copious 
bleeding  by  the  lancet  may  be  the  preferable 
mode ; but  if  much  younger,  or  of  a delicate 
habit,  four,  fix,  or  even  more  leeches  fliould  be 
immediately  applied  to  the  throat,  efpecially  if 
there  be  any  perceptible  fulnefs  of  that  part,  and 
a blifter  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  The 
patient  may  likewife  breathe  the  vapours  of  warm 
water  with  vinegar  in  it.  After  the  leeches  and 
blitters  have  been  applied,  a vomit  fliould  be 
adminiflered,  and  the  ficknefs  kept  up  for  feve- 
ral  hours,  by  fmall  dofes  of  the  antimonial 
powder ; which  will  generally  fucceed  if  had  re- 
courfe  to  within  fix  or  eight  hours  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  difeafe.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
complaint,  and  to  prevent  a relapfe,  the  bark 
proves  highly  ferviceable,  and  will  alfo  rettore 
the  ftrength  of  the  patient. 

The  French  writers  likewife  depend  much  up- 
on emetics,  and  afterwards  lenient  purges ; and 
to  prevent  a return,  advife  aperitives,  ftomachics 
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and  tonics,  particularly  preparations  of  fteel, 
and  natural  chalybeate-waters. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Ireland , particularly  about 
Mullinger , in  the  county  of  JVeJlmeath , where 
there  are  many  lakes,  the  croup  is  a very  com- 
mon complaint  and  equally  inflammatory  and 
dangerous  as  amongft  us.  It  is  likewife  apt  to 
return,  (though  feldom  fo  violently  as  in  the  firft 
inftance)  if  the  patient  ventures  abroad  too  foon 
and  is  expofed  to  the  bad  air  of  that  quarter. 
The  method  of  treatment  there  is  fomewhat  dif- 
ferent from  ours,  blood  being  immediately  drawn 
from  the  foot,  inftead  of  the  throat  or  arm,  and 
often  in  a large  quantity,  the  child  being  placed 
at  the  time  in  a warm-bath  ; a blitter  is  then 
applied  between  the  fhoulders,  and  the  bowels 
are  kept  open,  chiefly  by  clyfters.  Emetics  are 
not  had  recourfe  to,  nor  indeed  any  means  but 
the  above  ; the  violence  of  the  complaint  abating 
very  foon,  or  the  child  thought  to  be  paft  reco- 
very. The  complaint  is,  poflibly,  not  perfectly 
underftood  in  this  quarter,  and  in  the  northern 
parts  of  that  kingdom  neither  this  fpecies,  nor 
the  chronical  croup  is  at  all  known,  according  to 
my  information. 

In  North-America,  a very  different  mode  of 
treatment  has  been  adopted ; calomel  being  re- 
commended as  a molt  fuccefsful  remedy,  after 
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bleeding  and  the  application  of  blifters,  (when 
peripneumonic  fymptoms  attend,  and  the  ordi- 
nary remedies  of  emetics  and  purges.  And  Dr. 
Rush,  of  Philadelphia  is  fo  fanguine  in  regard 
to  it  as  to  aflert,  that  the  bark  is  icarcely  a more 
certain  remedy  for  intermittents,  than  calomel, 
when  thus  adminiftered,  is  in  this  fpecies  of 
Cynanche. 

Should  this  prove  to  be  the  cafe,  after  repeat- 
ed fair  trials  in  this  country,  the  public  will,  in- 
deed, be  much  indebted  to  him,  and  I fhall  be 
happy  in  thus  further  introducing  fuch  a remedy 
to  notice ; though  I have  not  mylelf  had  an 
opportunity  of  putting  it  to  a fair  trial,  fince 
Dr.  Rush’s  book  came  to  hand  ; though  1 have 
adminiftered  it  repeatedly,  in  flighter  affedfions. 

In  Dr.  Ferriar’s  Medical  Hiftories  and  Re- 
flections , vol.  iij,  there  are  likewife  fome  very 
good  obfervations  on  this  difeafe  $ which  he  alfo 
has  very  properly  divided  into  the  acute  and 
fpurious  . In  the  former  he  remarks  certain  pre- 
current  fymptoms  whereby  this  dangerous  difeafe 
may  be  forefeen  ; but  I am  fati$fied,  this  is  not 
always  the  cafe  : though  much  deference  is  due 
to  his  great  attention  to  this  fad  diforder,  and 
the  very  confiderable  experience  he  has  had. 
The  treatment  recommended  is  very  agreeable 
to  that  I have  laid  down ; but  wifh  the  addition 
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of  one  remark,  very  worthy  of  attention,  viz. 
that  the  vensfedtion  fhould  be  very  copious, 
and  nearly  ad  deliquium. 

Whilft  this  work  was  in  the  prefs,  I have 
learned,  that  Dr.  John  Archer,  of  Harford 
county,  Maryland , in  America , has  ftrongly  re- 
commended the  feneka-root,  (Polygala  Serega, 
Linn.)  as  an  almoft  infallible  remedy  in  this  dif- 
eafe.  I fhall  therefore  prefent  the  reader  with 
the  Doctor’s  account  in  his  own  words,  in  a let- 
ter he  wrote  to  Dr.  Barton,  of  Penfylvania 
College. 

“ I have  in  a great  many  inftances  found  a 
decodtion  of  the  Seneka  the  moft  powerful  me- 
dicine in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  and  I am 
happy  to  tell  you  that  I believe  it  may  be  de- 
pended on.  I make  a ftrong  decodtion  of  the 
root  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  half  an  ounce 
of  the  feneka,  in  coarfe  powder  is  boiled  in  eight 
ounces  of  water,  down  to  four.  Of  this  I give 
a tea-fpoonful  every  half  hour,  or  hour,  as  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms  may  require  ; and  at 
intervals  a few  drops,  to  keep  up  the  ftimulus, 
until  it  either  adts  as  an  emetic  or  cathartic.  I 
then  repeat  it,  in  fmaller  quantities,  foas  to  pre- 
ferve  the  ftimulus  of  the  feneka  conftantly  in 
the  mouth  and  throat. 

“ If  the  difeafe  be  more  advanced,  and  the 
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breathing  more  difficult,  with  a peculiar  harfh 
or  lihrill  found,  like  air  forcibly  drawn  through 
a imall  aperture  ; attended  with  a retradion  of 
the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  under  the  carti- 
lages of  the  ribs ; I then  give  calomel  freely  and 
frequently,  and  rub  mercurial  ointment  on  the 
throat  and  contiguous  parts,  fo  as  to  affed  the 
glands  of  the  throat  and  mouth,  as  quickly  as 
poffible.  This  I do  that  the  mercury  may  co- 
operate with  the  adion  or  ftimulus  of  the  feneka, 
and  thereby  haften  the  fepa ration  of  the  mem- 
braneous fubftance  formed  in  the  trachea. 

“ In  this  method  I have  fucceeded  in  the  cure 
of  the  croup,  even  beyond  my  mod  fanguine 
expedations.” 

Having  had  no  opportunity  of  making  trial 
of  the  feneka  in  this  difeafe  (though  1 have  late- 
ly found  it  very  ufeful  in  the  latter  flage  of  pleu- 
rify)  I have  only  to  remark  upon  it,  that  the  in- 
tention feems  to  be  very  fimilar  to  the  repeated 
dofes  of  emetic  tartar  that  have  been  recom- 
mended in  this  chapter  ; while  the  exhibition  of 
calomel,  and  mercurial  ointment  accord  with  the 
application  of  blifters.  Which  of  thefe  means 
may  be  the  more  fuccefsful,  or  how  far  the  ap- 
plication of  leeches,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  difeafe,  may  be  fafely  difpenfed  with,  adual 
experiment  only  can  determine. 
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I have  examined  the  trachea  after  death  in 
only  three  patients,  in  two  of  which  I found  the 
precife  appearances  defcribed  by  Dr.  Millar 
and  others;  the  wind-pipe  being  lined  with  a 
tough  vifcid  coat,  fo  as  mechanically  to  clofe  up 
the  paffage.  The  third  inftance  was  in  an  in- 
fant who  died  fuddenly  of  the  hydrocephalus, 
a few  days  after  appearing  to  be  recovered  from 
the  croup. 


Rachitis,  or  Rickets. 


1 HIS  is  a late  diforder  in  Europe : Astruc 
obferves  that  England  is  faid  to  be  the  part  in 
which  it  firft  made  its  appearance,  and  that  it 
was  then  defcribed  by  Glisson  and  Mayow  ; 
but  he  thinks  it  probable,  that  it  appeared  at 
the  fame  feafon  over  all  Europe , through  the 
coldnefs  of  the  weather.  It  was  named  Rachitis, 

i % - ■ 

from  the  Greek , implying  that  the  fpina  dorfi  is 
particularly  affcdted  by  it  ;*  though  it  rarely  at- 
tacks the  fpine  till  the  diforder  is  far  advanced. 


* From  this  circumftance,  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  have 
been  known  in  the  time  of  Hippocrates  ; but  his  remark  ( Aphor . 
§ 3.  26.)  is  certainly  too  concife  to  eftablifh  the  point;  as  it 
is  fimply  obferved,  that  among  other  complaints,  infants 
after  the  period  of  dentition,  are  liable  to  xapiS/nos, 

Tov  jtara  to^ivi'cv  ii&v  u><tiec. — In  Motif,  he  Febute  de  Villebrune  s 
Greek  edition  of  the  Hpborifms,  there  are,  however,  fome 
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It  was  firft  noticed  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
England  ,*  about  the  year  1628,  and  is  faid  to 
have  taken  place  upon  the  increafe  of  manufac- 
tures, when  people  left  the  villages  and  huf- 
bandry  to  fettle  in  large  manufacturing  towns  ^ 
where  they  wanted  that  exercife,  and  pure  air, 
which  they  had  enjoyed  in  their  former  lituation 
and  employments. 

It  may,  therefore,  frequently  arife  from  un- 
healthy parents,  efpecially  from  mothers  who  pafs 
too  fedentary  a life  in  a bad  air,  and  feed  upon 
a weak  and  watery  diet } from  children’s  food  be- 
ing weak,  watery,  or  too  vifcid  to  be  properly 
digefted  ; but  above  all,  perhaps,  from  bad 
nurfing,  and  children  being  left  wet,  dirty,  or 
expofed  to  a cold  moift  air,  J without  fufficient 
covering  ; from  want  of  proper  exercife,  and 

obfervations  tending  to  evince,  that  this  difeafe  is  of  an  older 
date,  by  fome  centuries,  than  it  has  been  generally  imagin- 
ed ; and  this,  it  Ihould  feem  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
is  cot  unlikely. 

* SeeGLissoN.  f Primerose. 

f From  the  experiments  lately  made  by  Prs.  Beddoes , 
Withering , and  others,  upon  atmofpheric  air,  and  its  rela- 
tion to  difeafes,  it  capnot  be  at  all  furprizing,  that  this  dis- 
order, particularly,  Ihould  often  be  owing  to  foul  air,  iu 
which,  what  has  been  lately  termed  the  azote,  is  too  pre- 
dominant. And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  com- 
plaint is  fcarcely  known  in  very  hot  climates. 
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from  clofe  and  crowded  apartments.  On  this 
account,  children  of  poor  people  are  particularly 
liable  to  this  diforder : parents,  and  governors 
of  work-houfes  ougnt  therefore  carefully  to  guard 
againft  the  laft  mentioned  caufes. — Or  lafbly, 
from  the  habit  of  body  being  reduced  by  the 
long  continuance  of  aimoft  any  of  the  complaints 
hitherto  considered.  From  thefe  fources  arife 
what  may  be  termed  its  proximate  caules  ; fuch 
are,  a load  of  undigefced  juices  in  the  ftomach, 
inteflines,  and  all  the  firft-paffages : an  univerfal 
vifcidity  in  the  extreme  veffels,  efpecially  of  the 
joints  ; a corrofive  acrimony  from  a too  languid 
circulation,  and  a general  obftrudfion  in  the  fibres 
of  the  mufcles. 

The  ufual  Symptoms  of  rickets  are  foft  flefh; 
bloated,  ora  very  florid  countenance;  weaknels; 
cliflike  to  motion  ; with  enlargement  of  the  belly, 
head,  and  joints.  The  wrifls  and  ankles  enlarge 
firff,  afterwards  the  back,  and  breafl- bones ; and, 
indeed,  all  the  bones  fvvell  and  become  foft, 
efpecially  the  more  fpongy  ones.  The  pulfe  is 
quick,  and  feeble,  and  the  appetite  and  digef- 
tion  ufually  bad.  Teething  is  commonly  late, 
though  not  frequently  difficult,  but  the  teeth 
often  rot  early,  and  fall  out.  Great  acutenefs 
of  mind  has  been  obferved  in  this,  and  fome 
other  chronical  complaint.  It  fcldom  attacks 
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children  before  thev  are  fix  months  old,  or  above 
two  years. 

As  it  appears  to  arife  from  a general  weaknefs 
and  relaxation,*  the  indications  of  Cure  are  to 
brace  and  flrengthen  the  folids,  and  to  promote 
digeflion,  and  the  formation  of  good  chyle. 
Thefe  ends  will  be  promoted  by  wholefome,  and 
dry  food,  fuited  to  the  age  ; good  bread,  orbif- 
cuit ; and  roafted  meats,  rather  than  boiled  ; 
with  a little  red  Port  wine.  Should  the  child  be 
too  young  to  eat  flefh  meats,  its  diet  ought  to 
be  chiefly  of  broths,  milk,  rice,  millet,  pearl- 
barley,  falep,  and  femolina,  with  fpices,  if  it  be 
not  inclined  to  be  feverifh. — This,  however,  is 
fometimes  the  cafe  in  older  children,  though, 
perhaps,  too  rarely  fufpedted,  and  requires  in 
that  flate  of  the  difeafe  a very  oppofite  treat- 
ment ; even  fmall  bleedings  being  then  found 
ferviceable. — The  child  muff  above  all  have 
good  nurfing,  and  efpecially  exercife  and  air, 
without  being  kept  very  hot  or  very  cold  : un- 
lefs  a flridt  attention  be  paid  to  thefe,  medicine 

* Monjieur  Bonhomme  of  Paris,  has  formed  a different  and 
flrange  theory  of  the  nature  of  this  difeafe  ; and  recommends 
very  llrongly  the  internal  exhibition  of  phofphate  of  lime 
and  phofphate  of  foda,  together  with  an  external  walhing 
with  an  alcaline  liquid  made  by  dilfolving  half  an  ounce  of 
common  pot-afh,  or  fal  tartari,  in  a pound  of  very  pure 
fpring  water. 
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can  be  of  but  little  fervice.  If  the  child  be  too 
young  to  exercife  itfelfby  walking  and  fuch  like, 
the  nurfe,  befides  affording  it  every  exercife  it 
can  bear,  may  induce  the  infant  to  exert  itfelf  to 
no  fmall  advantage,  by  the  following  eafy  means. 
She  has  only  to  dafli  a few  drops  of  water  fud- 
denly  in  its  face  feveral  times  a day,  in  the  man- 
ner often  done  to  recover  people  from  a fwoon, 
though  lefs  violently.  This  will  oblige  the  in- 
fant to  put  almoft  every  mufcle  into  adtion,  by 
which  the  blood  will  be  forced  through  the  mi- 
nute veffels,  and  many  of  the  advantages  of  exer- 
cife produced,  and  in  a more  powerful  manner. 
To  the  fame  end,  linen  cloths  wetted  with  cold 
water,  with  the  addition  of  a little  fpirit  of  any 
kind,  may  be  applied  to  the  arms  and  legs,  or  to 
the  fpine  every  time  the  child  is  dreffed  or  un- 
drelfed,  efpecially  if  the  bones  of  thefe  parts 
are  become  enlarged  or  diftorted  by  the  difeafe. 
The  parts  fhould  afterwards  be  rubbed  very  dry 
with  a piece  of  warm  flannel. 

If  the  child  be  of  a grofs  habit,  the  eighth 
part,  or  a quarter  of  a grain,  of  ipecacuanha, 
taken  once' or  twice  a day;  gentle  pukes,  and 
very  brifk  purges,  efpecially  of  thepulv.  e fcam- 
monio  cum  calomel,  prove  of  ufe.  The  tindt. 
aloes  comp,  is  alfo  a good  medicine,  a few  drops 
once  or  more  in  a day,  (as  may  fuit  the  Rate  of 
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the  bowels)  taken  on  a bit  of  fugar,  or  other- 
wile.  In  fuch  habits,  all  foundation  of  a cure 
mull  be  laid'  in  reducing  the  belly  to  its  proper 
lize,  and  in  ftrengtheningthe  (to  mach.  If  ra- 
ther delicate,  the  cold-bath  is  often  of  more 
fervice  than  any  thing  elfe  : but  this  fhould  not 
be  entered  upon  in  winter,-  nor  without  previous 
purging.  Frictions  afterwards  with  flannel  and 
aromatic  powders,  or  the  fumes  of  frankincenfe, 
maftic  or  amber,  efpecially  on  the  back  and 
belly,  will  further  tend  to  ftrengthen  the  habit. 
Befides  fuch  means,  the  cold  infufion  of  baxk, 
and  other  bitters,  efpecially  columba  ; or  fmall 
dofes  flor.  martial,  tindluras  myrrhse,  or  the  vi- 
num  ferri,  have  often  the  belt  effect.  Dr.  Tem- 
ple prefers  the  following  form  above  any  other. 

R.  Rubig.  ferri  gr.  iv 
Pulv.  Rhei  gr.  iij 
Sacch.  albi  gr.  x. 

mifce.  ft.  pulvis,  mane  et  vefperi  fumendus 
quotidie. 

The  rhubarb  Ihould  be  increafed  or  diminifh- 
ed,  as  may  be  neceflary,  two  (tools  a day,  it  is 
faid,  being  fully  fufflcient. — The  following  is 
likewife  from  him. 

R.  Zinci  calcinat.  gr.  ij 
Teft.  oftreor.  ppt. 

Sacch.  alb.  afi  9j 
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Pulv.  aromat.  gr.  xij 

mifce  et  divid.  in  chart,  vi.  quarum  capiat 
unam  nodte  et  mane  quotidie.  The  rubigo  ferri 
and  the  zinc  are  to  be  gradually  increafed. 

It  has  been  before  remarked,  that  under  every 
plan,  a good  diet,  air,  and  exercife,  efpecially 
riding  on  horfe-back,  are  of  the  utmoft  con- 
iequence  ; which  if  duly  perfevered  in,  and  the 
flate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels  properly  attend- 
ed to,  will  often  effect  wonders.  A cure  therefore 
fhould  not  be  defpaired  of  under  any  circum- 
ftances,  provided  the  internal  and  vital  parts  are 
not  difeafed.  Befides,  this  is  one  of  thofe  chro- 
nical complaints  which  feem  to  be  gotten  the 
better  of  by  time,  and  like  the  following  one,, 
wears  itfelf  out,  as  it  were ; and  to  which  the 
above  mentioned  means  will  greatly  contribute — 
S^epe  Pertinacia  Juvantis,  Malum  Corporis  vin- 
cit.  ( Celfus .) 


Scrofula. 


1 HIS  is  primarily  a glandular  difeafe,  though 
in  its  progrefs  it  attacks  the  adipofe  membrane, 
the  eyes,  the  mufcles,  tendons,  and  even  the 
bones  themfelves,  efpecially  the  joints.*  Such 


* From  this  propensity  to  fpread,  the  diforder  is  faid  to 
have  taken  its  name.  “ Struma;,  vel  fcrofulae,  fic  dicuntur, 
quia  frequenter  in  ferofis,  id  eft,  fuibus,  in  collo  fiunt ; vel 
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at  ieaft  has  been  the  general  opinion,  though 
from  later  invefligations  there  is  realon  to  ima- 
gine that  it  originates  in  the  cellular  membrane. 
It  feldom  makes  its  appearance  before  two  years 
of  age,  nor  later  than  ten  or  twelve,  (unlefs  it 
be  in  regard  to  affections  of  the  eyes,)  though 
there  are  more  exceptions  in  refpeCt  to  the  lat- 
ter period  ; and  it  then  often  proves  fatal,  by 
falling  on  the  larger  joints,  the  lungs,  or  other 
noble  part.  It  is  frequently  obferved  to  follow 
other  diforders,  particularly  the  fmall-pox,  whe- 
ther taken  naturally  or  from  inoculation  ; alfo 
the  hooping-cough,  mealies,  teething,  rickets, 
and  many  other  diforders  already  mentioned. 
Hence,  the  nature  of  this  difeafe  is  better  un- 
derllood,  as  it  fo  often  falls  upon  weak  and  ten- 
der habits,  either  originally  of  a lax  fibre,  or 
worn  out  by  previous  difeafes ; or  is  gradually 
brought  on  by  a heavy,  indigefhible,  and  bad 
diet,  or  a low,  wet,  and  unhealthy  fituation.  It 
is,  however,  fometimes  found  to  be  hereditary, 
but  will  very  frequently  lie  dormant  for  two  or 
three  generations,  (refilled  fometimes  by  inter- 

a multiplici  partu,  quoniam  fleut  fues  multos  edunt  partus,  fic 
in  ferofulis  ex  una  poflundumfiunt  plures.”  (Trattatus  de 
Morbis  Puerorum.  AmfioLodami , 1 ~6o.J  The  Struma  is, 
neverthelefs,  a complaint  as  different  from  Scrofula , as  inis 
from  the  B mucocele,  and  is  chiefly  endemial.  ' ' 
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marriage  in  a healthy  family)  and  afterwards  ap- 
pear with  redoubled  violence  ; as  well  as  affedfc 
the  greater  part  of  a family  very  much,  whilft 
the  reft  fhall  be  entirely  free  from  it.  It  is  often 
attended,  or  rather  preceded,  by  a peculiar  look 
about  the  eyes,  which  are  generally  large,  and 
a thicknefs  of  the  upper  lip ; and  fometimes 
proves  a fource  of  ill-health  through  life,  but  is 
not  ufually  fataljn  the  firft  inftance.  Long  be- 
fore the  external  glands  become  affected,  efpe- 
cially  in  young  fubje&s,  the  belly  is  fometimes 
obferved  to  be  hard  and  enlarged ; and  after 
death,  the  mefenteric  glands,  the  lungs,  and 
even  the  pancreas  have  been  found  difeafed. 

Though  this  is  always  a very  unpleafant  com- 
plaint, and  frequently  does  not  admit  of  fo 
much  relief  by  medicines  as  many  other  dif- 
orders,  yet  it  oftentimes  difappears  at  the  time 
of  puberty,  (and  fometimes  fooner)  efpecially 
in  females ; but  whether  this  be  owing  to  the 
increafed  ftrength  of  the  folids,  or  to  other 
changes  in  the  habit,  naturally  happening  at  that 
period,  is  not  an  inquiry  proper  for  this  place. 
On  the  other  hand,  after  difappearing  for  feveral 
years,  during  which  perfect  health  has  been  en- 
joyed, the  humour  has,  unexpe&edly,  fallen 
upon  fome  internal  glandular  part,  frequently 
the  mefentery,  occafioning  various  pains  and 
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complaints,  often  attributed  to  other  caufes, 
and  has  undermined  the  conftitution  ; producing 
ultimately  pulmonary  confumption,  or  a fatal 
maraffnus. 

Although  I thought  it  very  neceflary  to  men- 
tion this  difeafe  amongfl  others  to  which  the  date 
of  childhood  is  liable,  I am  fenfible  how  difficult 
it  would  be  to  point  out  any  thing  like  a general, 
adequate  remedy.  At  its  fird  appearance,  how- 
ever, bitter,  or  mercurial  purges,  are  fometimes 
of  ufe,  as  are  alfo  antimonial  vomits ; and  fre- 
quently burnt-fponge,  and  faponaceous  medi- 
cines, warmed  with  fpices,  and  continued  for  a 
length  of  time ; though  it  fhould  be  obferved, 
that  this  diforder  fometimes  falls  on  habits  of  a 
fomewhat  plethoric  temperament,  and  may  for 
a while,  demand  the  interpofition  of  certain 
antiphlogiflic  remedies.  But  when  the  difeafe 
is  confirmed,  lime-water,  and  decobtions  of 
the  woods,  together  with  crude  antimony, 
bark,  and  deel,  with  wine,  and  a generous  diet, 
are,  I believe,  mod  to  be  depended  upon  as 
internal  remedies ; from  fome  of  which,  I have 
feen  no  inconfiderable  cures  effebted.  But  in 
this,  as  in  other  chronical  complaints,  good  air 
and  exercife  are  of  the  greatefl  importance. 
Indeed,  the  advantage  of  exercife  in  this  difeafe 
is  fo  great,  that  I wifh  to  lay  a very  great  -drefs 
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on  it.  But  then  it  muft  be  daily  had  recourfe 
to,  and,  by  degrees,  be  fo  confiderbale,  as  to 
render  the  patient  every  night  fenfibly  fatigued. 
Thus,  I have  known  riding  behind  a carriage, 
almoft  without  the  aid  of  any  medicine,  entire- 
ly remove  the  complaint. 

When  there  are  external  tumours,  I am  fatis- 
fied  that  the  opinion  I have  already  given  to  the 
public,  in  a larger  traCl  on  this  complaint,*  is 
both  rational  and  fafe ; and  that  whenever  they 
are  at  all  difpofed  to  come  forward,  and  not 
feated  on  improper  parts,  they  ought  to  be 
brought  to  as  fpeedy  a fuppuration  as  is  poflible. 
To  this  end,  an  epithem  of  honey,  flour  and 
yelk  of  egg  fhould  be  applied  twice  a day,  and 
the  parts  be  electrified.  The  fcrofulous  virus 
when  thrown  on  the  furface,  fo  far  refembles  the 
cancerous,  according  to  the  defcription  of  the 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Hun  ier,  that  it  is  inclined 
to  fpread  to  a confiderable  extent ; but  as  tu^ 
mours  of  the  former  clafs  will  bear  rougher 
treatment  than  the  latter,  I am  confident  that 
much  benefit  may  arife  from  the  ufe  of  external 
ftimulants,  by  flopping  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
order  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  as  well  as  by 
invigorating  them,  and  thereby  difpofing  the 

\ 

* See  the  author’s  Surgical  Tratts. 
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ulcers  to  heal.  Of  this  kind,  are  fumigations 
of  hydrargyrus  fulphuratus  ruber,  and  hydrarg. 
cum  lulphure.  Alfo  light  fridtions  with  mer- 
cury, fo  as  to  make  it  pafs  freely  through  the 
lymphatics  of  the  diftempered  parts,  without 
affedting  the  fyftem,  have  in  a courfe  of  time 
been  beneficial,  and  deferve  to  be  brought  into 
more  general  practice  than  they  have  hitherto 
been. 

\ ( 

Under  fuch  a plan,  it  will  be  very  neceftary 

that  the  body  be  kept  open ; and  to  this  end, 
one  drachm,  or  more,  of  the  fal  cathartic,  may 
be  difTolved  in  a pint  of  water,  and  taken  every 
day  as  common  drink.  This  quantity  of  fait 
will  give  very  little  tafte  to  the  water,  and,  in 
fome  inftances,  has  alone  had  a good  efFedt  in 
this  dreadful  complaint,  efpecially  in  ftronger 
children  and  fuch  as  are  otherwife  healthy.  On 
the  other  hand,  children  of  a delicate  and  fpare 
habit  are  more  likely  to  be  benefited  by  the 
tonic  remedies  before  mentioned,  and  fuch  as 
warm  and  invigorate  the  fyftem ; of  which  clafs 
one  lately  recommended  in  France  has  been 
found  exceedingly  ufeful,  and  of  which  1 fhall 
here  fubjoin  the  form  in  which  I have  generally 
made  ufe  of  it. 

R.  Ammonia?  ppt.  gij. 

Rad.  Gentian,  incis.  9j. 

VOL.  i.  Z 
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Affunde  Spir.  Vini  Gallic!  5 xi j 
Fiat  TinCtura. 

Sumat  seger  cochi.  infantum  ad  cochleare 
largum  ex  aquas  purse  q.  f.  ter,  quaterve  in  die. 

I have  had  further  reafon  to  be  confirmed  in 
the  above  opinion  refpeCting  ftimuli,  from  ob- 
fervations  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Part- 
ington, who  fince  the  hints  I threw  out  in  the 

i 

afore-mentioned  work,  has  made  ufe  of  electri- 
city with  very  good  effeCts,  in  thefe,  as  well  as 
other  cold  tumours  and  ulcers  I had  mentioned ; 
which  have  all  healed  very  kindly,  in  confequence 
of  this  ftimulus  to  the  parts.  When  fcrofulous 
ulcers  have  been  healed,  and  only  fome  fmall  tu- 
mours remain,  I have  experienced  very  good  ef- 
fects from  the  external  ufe  of  as  ftrong  a folution 
of  camphor  in  oil  of  almonds  as  can  be  made, 
which  has  difperfed  them  very  foon  ; and  it  has 
been  found  a very  fuccefsful  remedy,  in  the  cure 
of  the  incipient  bronchocele,  though  enlarged  to 
the  fize  of  a turkey’s  egg ; and  requires  only  to 
be  very  well  rubbed  into  the  parts,  three  times 
a day.  The  patient  fhould.  at  the  fame  time 
take  a drachm  or  two  of  the  tartarifed  natron 
every  morning. 

The  following  is  ftropgly  recommended  by 
Dr.  Temple. 
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R.  Terra  ponderos.  falit.  gr.  x 
Aq.  menthas  fativae  % i 

mifce  ft.  hauftus,  ter  quotidie  fumendus  ; et 
fenfim  augeatur  quantitas  terras  ponderofas  ad 
guttus  xx. 

Tobacco  has  alfo  been  lately  very  ftrongly 
recommended,  in  a treatife  written  by  Dr.  C. 
W.  Hupeland  of  Jena , author  of  a Treatife 
on  the  Art  of  prolonging  Life. 

An  obvious  difcrimination  fhould  be  made  in 
regard  to  tumours  about  the  neck  ; fince  many 
of  them  are  of  a harmlefs  nature,  or  even  falu- 
tary,  the  confequence  of  a flight  feverifli  difpo- 
fltion,  or  of  fome  little  cold  from  a fudden  ftroke 
of  air  on  the  neck.  Thefe,  it  is  well  known,  rife 
fuddenly,  become  painful,  and  increafing  daily  in 
fize,  either  very  foon  put  on  the  ufual  appearance 
of  fuppuration,  or  begin  to  fubfide  ; and  whether 
they  break  or  not,  are  no  indication  of  any  thing 
materially  wrong  in  the  habit.  On  the  contrary, 
fcrofulous  tumours  always  rife  flowly,  unlefs  in 
very  young  infants,  and  after  the  fmall-pox  , 
often  continue  a long  time  at  a (land,  and  fome- 
times  are  not  only  months,  but  even  fome  years 
before  they  fuppurate  ; and  then  with  very  little 
pain,  or  true  inflammation.  For  fuch,  particu- 
larly when  very  large  as  well  as  indolent,  embrac- 
ing a large  part  of  the  neck ; the  white  lily  root, 
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with  an  equal  quantity  of  bread,  made  into  a 
poultice  with  milk,  has  been  followed,  at  leaft, 
with  a furprizingly  good  effedt,  the  tumour  fub- 
fiding  entirely  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks. 

I fhall  only  add  further  on  the  head  of  fcro- 
fula,  what  is  very  well  known,  that  fea-bat-hing 
alone,  fometimes  effects  a perfect  cure.  Should 
the  child  therefore  have  feveral  fcrofulous  tu- 
mours, or  the  habit  be  conceived  to  be  much 
affedted,  trial  fhould  be  made  of  the  fea,  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  be  determined  the  tu- 
mours fhall  be  treated,  if  not  difperfed  by  fea- 
bathing,  as  they  frequently  are. 

Ischuria  Vesicalis  e Muco. 

By  this  term  is  here  intended  an  affedtion  of 
the  proflate  glands,  or  the  coats  of  the  bladder ; 
though  the  fame  fymptoms  may  alfo  arife  from 
the  ureters  or  kidneys,  whether  owing  to  a flone 
or  other  flimulus. 

It  fometimes  appears  during  dentition,  and 
other  inflammatory  affections,  and  will  then  call 
for  cooling  remedies:  it  generally  difappears 

when  the  teeth  have  made  their  way  through 
the  gums,  and  the  fever  fubfides.  Even  in 
more  advanced  childhood,  there  is  nothing  like 
fever  or  other  precife  .marks  of  difeafe,  though, 
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it  may  be  faid,  this  ditbrder  more  commonly 
attacks  children  of  a tender  and  delicate  habit. 

It  is  attended  with  frequent  inclination  to 
void  the  urine,  and  with  more  or  lefs  pain  in  its 
excretion,  or  more  commonly,  I think,  before 
it  begins  to  come  away.  The  urine  is  very 
foul,  is  loaded  with  a very  ropy  mucus,  and 
fometimes  comes  away  difcoloured  with  blood, 
and  at  others,  fmall  coagula  fall  to  the  bottom. 
This  diforder,  indeed,  puts  on  every  appearance 
of  the  like  difeafe  common  in  adults,  efpecially 
old  men,  but  is  ufually  much  flighter,  and 
therefore  more  eafily  and  fpeedily  cured ; for 
children  being  more  irritable,  the  urinary  paiTages 
are  over  flimulated  by  caufes  that  would  not 
affedt  adult  perfons. 

The  appearance  is,  neverthelefs  alarming,  as 
it  may,  polfibly,  arife  from  a morbid  affedtion 
of  the  proftate  gland,  or  the  bladder,  and  mufl 
then  be  a ferious  complaint ; or  it  may  be  ow- 
ing, it  has  been  obferved,  to  a Hone  in  any  of 
the  urinary  palfages,  in  which  cafe  a cure  can- 
not be  effected  as  long  as  the  ftone  remains. 
Fortunately,  however,  this  is  not  a frequent 
caufe  in  early  childhood,  and  is  not  the  cafe 
here  intended. 

The  diforder  fometimes  yields  in  two  or 
three  weeks  to  mere  diluent,  and  demulcent 
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medicines,  fuch  as  the  lac  amygdal.  with  fyrup. 
alth.  barley-water  and  gum  arabic,  fpermaceti, 
and  fuch  like ; and  it  is  probable,  in  fuch  in- 
ftances,  might  in  a fhort  time  difappear  of  itfelf. 

In  other  inftances  more  powerful  means  are 
required,  which,  either  by  creating  a different 
ftimulus,  change  the  action  of  the  parts  affeded, 
or,  by  their  reftringency,  prevent  that  fecretion 
which  has  been  the  caufe  of  the  irritation. 

The  aqua  calcis,  aq.  kali,  balfamum  copaibse, 
or  decod.  corticis,  feem  to  be  the  properefl  re- 
medies in  the  abfence  of  fever.  From  three  to 

j ! ^ 

ten  drops  of  the  aq.  kali,  or  balfam.  copaiba?, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  will  be  a pro- 
per dofe,  and  may  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  as  the  urgency  of  the  complaint  may  require. 

After  appearances  of  being  perfedly  well,  the 
urine,  in  fome  inftances,  has  become  as  turbid 
and  mucous  as  at  firft,  and  the  former  irritation 
returned.  In  one  fuch  cafe,  the  complaint 
feemed  to  yield  to  an  infufion  of  the  golden- 
rod,  of  which  two  or  three  table  fpoonsful  were 
taken  three  times  a day.  To  this  the  mother  of 
the  child  had  been  advifed  by  one  of  her  friends, 
upon  the  complaint  returning  fome  time  after  I 
had  declined  my  vifits. 
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Ischuria  Renalis,  or  Suppression  of 

Urine. 

Th  I S dangerous  diforder  is  eafily  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  the  ifchuria  velicalis,  or  ordinary  fup- 
prefiion  of  urine,  in  which  the  fecretion  is  duly 
made  in  the  kidneys,  and  the  urine  conduced 
to  the  bladder ; but  being  detained  there,  the 
accumulation  is  readily  difcovered  both  by  the 
pain  and  tumour  in  the  regio  pubis.  In  the 
ifchuria  renalis,  on  the  other  hand,  the  urine  is 
not  fecreted  at  all : but  the  fuperabundance  of 
watery  fluid  is  retained  in  the  blood. 

This  diforder,  I believe,  is  more  common  in 
adults,  efpecially  elderly  people,  than  in  child- 
hood, and  is  a true  palfy  of  the  kidneys.  In 
fuch  inftances,  if  the  fecretion  be  not  reftor- 
ed  in  about  twenty-four  hours,  the  fuppref- 
fion  has  ufually  proved  fatal  very  foon  ; though 
it  is  not  commonly  preceded  by  any  confiderable 
derangement  of  the  general  health. 

In  thefe  refpects  it  correlponds  with  the  if- 
churia of  infants ; for  the  firft,  and  a very  ac- 
curate account  of  which  dangerous  diforder,  we 
are  obliged  to  Dr.  Will  an,  who  happened  to 
meet  with  feveral  inftances  of  it  within  a fhort 
fpace  of  time.  In  each  of  thefe,  the  difeafe  was 
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introduced  by  fimilar  fymptoms,  a flight  fever- 
ifh  heat  being  obferved  for  about  a week,  ac- 
companied with  diarrhoea,  and  fometimes  bili- 
ous vomiting.  Towards  the  end  of  this  time 
the  urine  was  made  in  fmall  quantity,  and  in 
about  twenty-four  hours  the  difcharge  of  it  en- 
tirely ceafed,  and  the  patients  died  unexpected- 
ly, without  complaining  of  pain  or  any  particu- 
lar uneafinefs. 

Inflammation  of  the  mefentery  is  judged  to 
be  the  fource  of  the  firft  fymptoms ; and  the 
lufpicion  has  been  fupported,  in  one  inftance, 
by  an  examination  of  the  parts  after  death.  A 
gangrene  alfo,  which  had  taken  place,  Dr.  Wil- 
lan  conceived  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fatal  fup- 
preffion  of  urine ; but  in  a fubfequent  inftance, 
it  was  found  otherwife,  the  patient  being  per- 
fectly recovered  from  the  fuppreflion,  and  ap- 
parently reftored  to  health  by  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  belly,  and  a blifter  near  to  the  os 
facrum  ; but  the  child  died  about  a month  after- 
wards with  fymptoms  of  dydrocephalus,  dif- 
tinCtly  marked. 

The  above  mentioned  remedies,  with  gentle 
purges,  clyfters,  and  cooling  diuretics,  and  the 
repeated  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  are  probably, 
every  thing  that  our  art  has  to  offer  for  the  cure 
of  this  novel  difeafe  in  infants ; and  were  its 
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fymptoms  more  diflinftly  marked,  or  formida- 
ble in  their  firfl  appearances,  fo  as  to  lead  to  a 
recourfe  to  it  on  the  earlielt  approaches  of  the 
diforder,  the  remedies  might  be  oftener  fuccefs- 

fal  than  they  have  hitherto  been. 

The  Gravel. 

Although  we  fee  children  of  almoft  every 
age  airlifted  with  Hone  in  the  bladder,  and  fuch 
frequently  voiding  gravel  mixed  with  their  urine  ; 
the  gravel  is,  by  no  means,  a common  com- 
plaint to  others.  I have,  however,  been  feveral 
times  confulted  for  children,  under  three  years 
of  age,  who  have  been  fo  affefted. 

The  diforder,  I believe  is  ufually  flight  at 
this  early  age,  and  merely  accidental,  fometimes 
difappearing  of  itfelf  in  a few  days,  or  after 
taking  only  a little  oil  and  manna,  or  other  foft 
laxative,  and  fome  of  the  demulcent  medicines 
recommended  for  the  ifchuria  e muco.  In  other 
inftances,  I have  direfted  a decoftion  of  marfh- 
mallow  and  parfley  roots,  or  the  infulion  of 
fweet-fennel  and  wild  parfley  feeds,  fweetened 
with  fyrup  of  marlh- mallows,  or  honey.  A bit 
of  caftile  foap,  alfo  may  be  dilfolved  in  milk  • 
and  taken  as  a breakfall,  or  fupper ; or  a few 
drops  of  balf.  copaibas,  be  adminiflered  two  or 
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three  times  a day,  and  the  body  kept  open  by 
the  kali  tartarifatum,  or  the  fal  polychreftum. 

Should  the  complaint  continue  long,  and  the 
quantity  of  gravel  increafe ; as  much  Seltzer 
water  fhould  be  drank  daily  as  the  age  of  the 
child  may  admit.  If  it  be  attended  with  much 
pain,  the  warm-bath  would,  probably,  be  ufe- 
ful ; but  I have  never  known  it  fo  great  as  to 
require  any  kind  of  opiate. 


Incontinence  of  Urine. 

Th  IS  is  not  a very  common  complaint,  1 
believe,  in  children,  unlefs  combined  with  the 
ftone  in  the  bladder,  and  then  is  not  fo  conftant, 
nor  to  the  degree  that  is  intended  here.  It  is  an 
involuntary  flow  of  the  urine,  fometimes  by  day 
as  well  as  during  the  night  j ariling,  I appre- 
hend, from  a relaxation  or  other  affe&ion  of  the 
fphindter  of  the  bladder,  as  in  very  old  people, 
but  is  not  attended  with  manifeft  fever,  nor 
fymptoms  of  decay.  An  affe&ion  of  this  kind, 
in  which  the  urine  runs  away  in  the  fleep  only, 
is  more  common ; and  I have  known  it  continue 
to  the  age  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  when  not 
properly  treated,  and  afterwards  yield  to  lea- 
bathing.  If,  however,  it  be  an  original  affec- 
tion, and  confined  only  to  the  night,  (when 
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every  part  is  more  difpofed  to  relaxation)  and 
the  child  be  young,  it  ufually  difappears  as  the 
child  grows  up,  and  thereby  acquires  ftrength  ; 
but  it  may  be  often  aflifted  in  the  mean  time, 
merely  by  exercife,  living  on  dry  food,  dafhing 
the  contiguous  parts  with  cold  water,  and  fuch 
little  means  as  may  tend  to  impart  tone  to  the 
fphin&er  mufcle  and  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
fcrupuloully  abftaining  from  drink  near  the  time 
of  going  to  bed. 

The  total  incontinence  generally  comes  on 
gradually,  and  is  fometimes  attended  with  ex- 
ceffive  gonorrhoea,  even  in  very  young  children, 
and  is  more  difficult  of  cure  : fo  likewife,  if  the 
complaint  fhould  fucceed  to  other  diforders,  as 
the  ftone,  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, or  forcible  ufe  of  the  catheter ; and  efpeci- 
ally,  if  it  follow  any  fomniferous  difeafe,  or  a 
palfy  of  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

Tinfrure  of  catechu,  or  of  gum  kino ; the 
cortex  peruv.  balfam.  copaibas,  and  vitriol,  al- 
bum, may  be  made  trial  of;  but  nothing  is 
ufually  fo  effectual  as  repeated  blifters  applied 
over  the  os  facrum ; with  proper  dofes  of  the 
tinclura  cantharidis,  given  in  fome  foft  emulfion. 
This  may  be  adminiftered  in  dofes  of  ten  or 
fifteen  drops  to  children  from  five  to  ten  years  of 
age,  and  increafed  to  two  fcruples  and  a drachm; 
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which  has  generally  removed  the  complaint 
if  there  has  been  no  morbid  affe&ion  of  the 
fpine,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe.  If  thele  means 
fhould  fail,  recourfe  fhould  be  had  to  fea- 
bathing. 

Polydipsia,  or  Excessive  Thirst. 

T HE  affection  here  adverted  to  is  not  afymp- 
tomatic,  but  idiopathic  difeafe,  though  it  feems 
to  depend,  indeed,  upon  an  idiofyncrafy  , and 
is  equally  incident  to  children,  as  to  adults.  It 
is,  however,  fo  rare  a complaint  in  either,  that 
but  little  can  be  laid  of  its  true  nature,  there 
being  but  few  instances  of  it,  I believe,  upon 
record.  Of  thefe,  one  began  at,  or  foon  after 
birth,  and  another  when  the  child  was  about 
four  years  and  a half  old  ; a fhort  time  before  it 
was  leized  with  the  natural  fmall-pox.  The 
former  is  now  an  adult  woman,  and  mother  of 
eleven  children,  in  whom  the  diforder  (till  con- 
tinues in  a very  extraordinary  degree.  The  lat- 
ter is  yet  a child,  and  from  the  lad  accounts,  is 
very  lively,  and  though  apparently  healthy, 
drinks  every  twenty-four  hours  ten  quarts  of 
water,  and  makes  daily  twelve  of  urine,  as  pale 
as  the  water  he  drinks.  Through  the  day  he  re- 
quires a draught  every  half  hour,  and  once  every 
hour  in  the  night. 
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Dr.  Simmons,  1 believe,  gave  to  the  public 
the  fir  ft  accounts  of  polydipfia,  as  idiopathic, 
and  has  been  at  great  pains,  in  afcertaining  the 
fadls.  Boerhaave,  indeed,  feems  to  fpeak  of 
fuch  a complaint ; and  Zuinger us  of  immode- 
rate third  as  a very  comon  affection  of  young 
children,  coming  on  without  fever  or  any  other  \ 
complaint,  unlefs  it  be  a laffitude  of  the  extre- 
mities : fays,  the  appetite  continues  very  good, 
but  the  defire  for  drink  fo  great,  that  on  with- 
holding it,  they  exprefs  vehement  difpleafure, 
and  are  threatened  with  convulsions,  and  other 
nervous  diforders.  He  does  not,  however,  allude 
to  the  quantity  that  fuch  children  require,  and 
adds,  that  in  a little  time  their  bellies  become 
tumid  ; that  they  are  fubjedt  to  glandular  affec- 
tions, and  fall  into  atrophy.  On  thefe  accounts, 
this  fpecies  of  polydipfia  feems  to  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  cafes  adduced. 

The  above  mentioned  inftances  of  it  occurred 
in  France ; and  one  has  been  met  with  in  Stan- 
ground , near  Peterborough,  in  an  adult  man  near 
fifty-five  years  old,  in  whom  the  affection  firft 
took,  place  after  an  intermittent  fever,  when  he 
was  in  his  twenty-feventh  year.  A limilar  cafe 
a'fo  prefented  about  three  years  ago  at  the  Mid- 
■ dlefex  hofpital.  This  was  in  a child,  but  the 
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third  was  not  in  this  indance  fo  great  as  in  the 
aforementioned  ones. 

Though  I can,  indeed,  have  nothing  to  offer 
with  any  confidence,  for  the  treatment  of  a dis- 
order which  I have  never  yet  feen,  and  which 
depends  upon  a peculiar  temperament  of  the 
body  5 yet  this  rare  and  curious  difeafe  appears 
worthy  of  fome  notice,  in  a work  that  is  thought 
to  comprehend  a more  complete  account  of  the 
diforders  of  children  than  has  hitherto  appeared. 
A flight  record  of  it  will  alfo  poffefs  the  fur- 
ther advantage  of  apprifing  pra<ftitioners  of  there 
being  fuch  a complaint ; which  it  is  prefumed 
cannot  fail  of  being  acceptable,  if  any,  into 
whofe  hands  the  work  may  fall,  diould  meet  with 
children  who  have  any  evident  tendency  to  it. 

How  far  internal  tonical  medicines,  with  the 
cold-bath  and  ele&ricity,  or  attempting  to  pro- 
mote infenfible  prefpiration,  might  tend  to  a 
removal  of  it,  upon  its  firft  approaches,  though 
I can  by  no  means  venture  to  fay ; they  may, 
poflibly,  be  worthy  of  trial.  Perhaps  the  plan 
lately  adopted  with  fuccefs  by  Dr.  Rollo  of 
Woolwich  in  the  diabetes  * might  likewile  be 
ventured  upon.  This  refers  equally  to  regimen 
and  medicine.  Hepatifed  ammonia  makes  a 
chief  part  of  the  latter,  adminiftered  at  firft  in 
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very  fmall  doles.  The  diet  fhould  confift  of 
milk,  with  lime  water,  for  breakfaft  and  fupper, 
and  animal  food  for  dinner,  and  that  long  kept, 
and  very  fat,  without  theleafl  vegetable,  bread,  * 
or  other  farinaceous  fubftance.  Confinement 
to  the  houfe,  and  reft,  are  alfo  ftridtly  en- 
joined. But  if  none  of  the  above  means,  nor 
any  other  remedies  that  may  be  fuggefted,  fhould 
pretty  foon  afford  any  degree  of  relief,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, that  no  violence  fhould  be  offered  to  fo 
peculiar  a temperament,  left  fome  worfe  or  real 
evil  fhould  appear  in  its  place. 


his  Pfuhifiologia , and  is  worthy  of  notice  in  this 
place  ; but  it  is  not  an  idiopathic  difeafe  like  the 
former.  He  mentions  it  as  not  being  a com- 
mon diforder,  and  terms  it  a confumption  from 
diabetes ; attended  with  great  thirft,  as  in  the 
aforementioned  difeafe.  He  fpeaks  of  it  as  the 
effect  of  irritation  from  teething,  and  as  a family 
diforder,  having  been  fatal  to  all  the  male  chil- 
dren in  one,  except  the  laft  infant,  to  whofe 
affiftance  he  was  called  at  the  commencement  of 
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The  Seven-Days-Disease, 

the  thirft,  and  increafed  fecretion  of  urine ; 
which  was  fweet  as  in  the  diabetes  of  adults. 

This  child,  therefore,  appears  to  have  been 
laved  by  the  treatment  he  adopted,  but  was  not 
entirely  free  from  complaint,  as  he  had  rightly 
foretold,  until  all  the  fait  teeth  made  their  way. 
In  the  progrefs  of  the  complaint,  the  Doctor 
remarks,  that  the  diabetes  was  attended  with 
confiderable  diarrhoea,  under  which  the  infant 
wafted  faft,  but  without  cough.  The  treat- 
ment, in  the  mean  time,  confifted  in  confining 
the  child  ftridly  to  a milk  diet  from  the  firft ; 
and  to  allay  the  exceflive  thirft,  he  allowed  only 
milk  mixed  with  the  IJlington  chalybeate  water. 
This  plan  very  foon  became  ufeful ; but  the 
fymptoms  recurring  with  aggravation  whenever 
a tooth  was  making  its  way,  the  Dodor  was  in- 
duced to  advife  a few  grains  of  rhubarb  every 
morning,  and  a little  diofcordium  at  bed-time. 
Thefe  means  were  perfevered  in  for  two  years, 
that  is,  until  the  firft  teething  was  completed  ; 
after  which  the  child  enjoyed  perfed  health. 

The  Seven-Days-Disease,  and  Peche- 
guera  of  Spani/h  South- America. 

J Shall  clofe  this  part  of  the  work  with  a 
brief  account  of  two  very  extraordinary  difor- 
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ders,  which  fhould  have  been  noticed  among  the 
earlier  complaints  of  infants,  if  they  had  been 
difeafes  of  this  country,  or  even  much  known 
in  other  parts  of  Europe.  As  the  /even-days- 
diforder  has,  however,  actually  made  fome  ap- 
pearance in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  may 
therefore  at  fome  future  period,  become  more 
common,  it  may  be  proper  it  fhould  be  men- 
tioned. The  following  account  is  tranflated 
from  the  French  of  Mr.  Le  Febure  de  Fillebrune, 
who  refers  to  the  Spanijh  work  of  De  Ulloa, 

(Difc.  XI.  § § 19  and  20)  and  Barrere’s  Voyage 
to  Guinea . 

§ 19t  The  difeafe  of  (even  days  of  new-born 
infants  is  common  in  both  quarters  of  America, 
and  equally  dangerous  in  the  high,  as  in  the 
low  parts.  A great  number  of  infants  die  of 
it,  without  any  fymptom  antecedent  to  its  ac- 
ceffion,  leading  to  a fufpicion  of  it.  They  are, 
on  the  contrary,  apparently  healthy  and  robuft, 
when  the  diforder  makes  its  attack  in  the  form 
of  epilepfy  ; and  few  of  thole  who  are  vifited 
with  it  are  found  to  recover.  Though  it  has 
been  faid,  this  complaint  is  not  altogether  un- 
known 111  F/o ope , it  is  neither  fo  common,  nor 
fo  dangerous.  It  is  conceived  that  the  beft  pre- 
ventive would  be  to  guard  infants  from  beinsi 
V0L-  I-  A a 
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expofed  to  the  wind,  till,  the  fir  ft  feven  days  are 
over.;'' 

-4  t ‘ J 

This  imperfedt  account  allows  of  very  little 
comment  ; but  it  feems  probable,  that  this  dis- 
order may  not  be  very  unlike  the  Tetanus  of  the 
Weft- Indies  : and  from  the  mode  of  prevention 
propofed,  the  difeafe  may  be  owing  to  Some  lo- 
cal cuftom  or  circumftance,  as  Dr.  Clarke 
has  noticed  in  regard  to  the  latter. 

§ 20.  But  infants  at  Guaneavelica  are  ftill 
liable  to  another  very  extraordinary  complaint. 
Having  efcaped  the  feven-days-difeafe,  they 
thrive  well  until  the  third  or  fourth  month  -9 
they  are  then  Seized  with  cough  and  pulmonic 
affedtions,  which  they  there  call  pecheguera. 
The  complaint  goes  on  increafing  without  any 
fenfible  relief  from  the  medicines  made  ufe  of ; 
and  a Swelling  taking  place,  they  prefently  die. 
The  diforder  attacks  only  the  white  people , or 
children  of  the  Spaniards  ; the  Indians  and  the 
mongrels  are  not  fubjedt  to  it.  The  way  to  efcape 
it,  is  to  remove  infants  from  the  Spot,  before 
they  are  two  months  old,  and  to  carry  them  to 
more  favourable  climates,  into  one  of  the  Zue- 
brades , (or  low  grounds  between  the  mountains) 
that  are  at  a little  diftance.  It  is  imagined,  that 
the  cold  and  intemperature  of  the  climate  is  the 
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occafion  of  infants  being  fo  foon  feized  with  this 
complaint.  This  may  be  the  cafe  in  fome  de- 
gree.; but  the  vitiated  habit  of  body  of  their  pa- 
rents, and  the  fulphurous  vapours  continually  aris- 
ing from  the  furnaces  for  the  extraction  of  mer- 
cury, may  likewile  contribute  to  it.  In  fa£t,  thefe 
vapours  are  fo  abundant,  that  when  reunited  by 
means  of  the  cold,  they  form  fuch  a thick  cloud 
in  the  atmofphere,  during  the  feafon  there  called 
fummer,  as  to  cover  all  the  colony.  Notic.  Ame- 
rican. Difc.  II.  p.  205.  L. 
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